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2 3 FEV. î998 

.... 

The disse,-tàtion investigates a.nd explo,-es 
phenomenon of Mus lim mili tancy in Sou th A f ,- i.ca 
tne conce,-tea efforts of th1~ Apartheid State to 

the g1-owing 
sinc1'c' 1985 and 
neutralise it. 

ï !H? grm"ing phenomenon of Mus lim militancy and the growth of 
Is 1am was demons tra ted viv idly in the township protes t of 
1985_ F01- the first time this centu,-y~Islam began ta assert 
its ideological power_ Almost overnight the townships of the 
Weste,-n Cape ,particularly,1..,,ere frn-ced to accede a new ' 
force on the ten-ain of ideoiogy . 

Over the last few years the Islamic phenomenon has suddenly 
attracted the attention of a cross-section of South Af,-ica.n 
society ranging from the State ,churches and academics 

This dissertaû.on is a contribution ta South African social 
and culturai history ,and more specifically,it is an addition 
to the grrn..,,ing number of s tu dies on the his tory of Is 1am in 
South Africa . 
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INTRODUCTION 

c:rush:i.ng populat·· oppo!5.il:.i.cm to il.:'~; disc:n;::idited .. Il l'l1:?l•I DE?.:."\ 1 Il • 
. .!J • 

< 1 ) 

thi:? pl.i.•;Jht 01' a sub·;;tant.i.a.l numbet- of Muslims com:11itt17?d l:o end 

Apartheid in South Africa also worsened. 

The brutality of the Botha regime escalated in proportion to the 

r· s· ~:- j_ s tan c ,;;:, o f f i:."! r· e cl b y t h e m ë.\ j o t- i t y o -r- t h E'? o p p r e '=· ·==· e d . P1 p -

p ;--,~ !{ _i_ :T:.::'~ i.:!~ l .. / 

'86 state of emergency. A number of Muslims 

affiliated to the Qibla Movement and others linked to the United 

more than a ye2r. F1 ~-,~:Tt in en t .3.rno ï: g t hE·flt ~"Je r e Ac hcil .. =J. t C 2. ·s ·;; j_ en-1 , 

Yususf Patel, Abdul Aziz Kader, Ashraf Forbes, Dehran Swart, 

Nabil Swart, Zainap Fadel and Nacppgh Jaffer. 

Two Muslims, Achmed Cassiem and Yusuf Patel, alonq with five 

Mbutwe Zulu, Siyabulela Gxange, Vincent Mathuryiva, C',-L:-:. 

tj_b.:,1. Mohlolo .ë:1.nd Dë.-\ï1iel t'-H::opodi, ·i',;,.ced all€"!ged chë<.,ges o·i' ter-

rorism as defined in terms of the draconian Interna! Security Act 

Another group in Cape Town were on trial for allegedly 

k 5.1 J. 5. nçJ ë,1 ,;t=_•c u. r· 5. ty g u.,i. t"'d cj ut- i r·, ~} .;_,.n o pE·, ù tj_ on 1t, hic h i nvo l vc-::"d .;_,.n 

.s. t tac k on ·='· 1 .1. q u.o r out l ;== i.: dut- i 1-, q 1 ·):35 J. n Ca.pe T o•,,;n · :; su bu.r b of 

l h e f i v c• t·1 u ,; l i rn ,,, i n \' o l v F.• d j_ n t t l j_ s t r j_ 2. l \'·J e r €:? ~-J E•. z i r· 
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.. 

South Africa's nearly half-a-million Muslims made a political im-

The truth of this statement was 

e\/ :i..d!.~n t d Ltt· ir:1~ the height of the 1~':35 pc,litical . , 
Lt p l'1!:'?.::.; \/ 2 l , 

i:': .::\ J n J ·y· oi' 

television screens. At mass funerals of the martyrs cf the na-

tic:;::, ·= h .. -., ! t·:; Akb.:?T ---- ( (3od 

quoting verses of the Our'an featured > • ' 1 pr-t:..jff:J.neni: .1. '-/ cin 

Journalists, foreign editors and television crews 

T') Ne i::·Jo~-k-;; 

ABC, NBC, ITV and BBC quickly lapped up the sensational news of a 

- - ...f .;::<.: I!...! 
11 Isl2.ff1ic r:u.nd .. =-J.ff:(~n t .. :3. l j_ Sfn 11 

.1..n '.3()1_l th 

Although the Western stereotype response was predictable, Muslims 

nevertheless felt cheated by the local media. News editors were 

only interested in covering the sensational and bloody events of 

rioting and political opposition ~n general, 2nd we~e even less 

enthusj_astic 5.n giving significant coverage to the role of Mus-

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



~· 

1· 

H.i.ster~·-ic.::tl ly, th,ë? Mt.l'.sl.i.m c:ommunity in f:3outh A1"t-ica and t!1e CapE~ 

in partjcula~ boasts a heroic tradition of resistance against the 

Outch and British colanyers who were respansibl~ far their dis-

Over the last few years the Islamic phenomenon has suddenly a~-

ranging from the State~ churches and academics. The dE:ve 1 opmen t-=-

In an address to the parliament 

th,=? Middle Ea.·:=,t - Libya - - .J .;...f.lfU b l.s.r:1ed 

bath for exporting their revolutionary tendencies to South Africa 

in the ·form of financial and military backing for revolutionaries 

F' r e t o r i i:r. ' s; 

CApartheid's) intelligence services apparently intercepted a com-

< 4) 

Athens on their way to South Africa. The group were allegedly on 
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•· 

-trained terrorists'' <~>· and two others who had assisted them had. 

infiltrate the country. The Minister of Law and Ord2r, Adriaan 

The two Muslims among the group of seven had been identified as 

Moegsien Oavids and Abdul Wahab Hamid. 

Muslim res1s~ance against Apartheid rule and white minority rule 

and their participation in the lib2ration struggle against apart-

heid, drew the wrath of the influential and powerful N.G. Kerk ( 6) 

r::: i=": r- k ( C) Lt t C h F~ e ~f Cr r- en i~ ,j c; h Ll t- 1:: h ) ' .=.1.nd i:he 

I ·=:. l -3. ffi ;,:.: -3. ·=:. 

(Christian) world. . ( El ) The .resolution was proposed by none 

(jt:-:i~r- th.:=1.n a. ch.:?.pl.e..in c,·-:= thi::? S;~u.th A-r-r-ica.1-, pc)lice, d~. :3tc:-ff::-?J. 

Colyn (Simultaneously, spokesman for several Muslim organisations 

expressed their outrage dgainst the N.G.K. synod decision to 

D,~. Ceilyn tolcl the: synocJ" 

\•Jj_th ~;;01ïH,::•t!""ifn~:l Hhj.ch j_,;, .,,\ thn-:·D.t to you.". 
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.. 

thi:-? synod sa.i..d Mll·:3lim·:; should enjoy -Fr:-,2•=-d1.J111 o·f 

~·1hil~~ Crwistians should at the same time dj_sc0Lw2.ge 

Mu·::; l .i.m·:3 f r-om P·='· t- t.i.. ci pa t.i.ori in t-(~vo 1 u t.i.on ar·y action • 11 ( 9) 

Colyn's resolution which was adopted - J. ·::'. ,_ the 

-~.·:..:• s ta. te in te 11 icer1ce ·3ou.rces 

lends credibility to the theory of increasing Islamic militancy. 

founded -:?-.r1 ' ec 1ICj J.n \/l.r--

tually all Muslim Countries around the world. A ma.jor re-

.:=t. li,~ ïnT:.en t Q:.=.-!- ,L1,=,,-=:.r, tT1tt·:3 li ff1·:=.; -:3.nd t hcJ·3e C;h :-- i ·3 tian ,:?c Ltrni~n j_ c.3. l g r-ciu. p-

ings opposed to the Botha regime and the pro-state N.G.K., were 

une of the major spinoffs of the debacle. J.3cJ t h.3. pe ,-son.:?.11 '/ 

t o :J t- o t Ft s t j_ n iJ 11 u ·:; l i fï1 fJ o v ('? r- n m }2 n t s -?-. b r0 o a cl t h D. t 1
' f r e e d o rn o ·f 

safel; non-political channrals. 
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•· 

Thi·?t-,2 .i.s su!J:;te.nt.i~:.>.l evi.de11c1:2 to prove that the apar··theid si:at:i:? 

amoni:::J'.3t Sout!-1 A·ft-.ica's Mu::;lim~:;, p,:?,r-ticul,-3.r·ly in the Cape. Mus·--

lims ~·J>i.·r·1c;_: continuously r-eminded of the.i.r· co-oper-2.ti\r"e and 

during their more than 300 year presence in South Africa. 

the Muslim community has been matched by increasing "·'- - J_ --.::i :_.~ _ _._Li::' 

( 10) 

He further argues that: 11 t hr-E·t':• m.;;,i n 1;?, ove r·n1:1en t =· tr-a teg i E''=· h2.vs• 

emergeo to counter the .threat of militant Islam: thE:' n-:::1.ked Lt·S!=' 

of State oppression; i:.hE· ,:;_::-:pl oi lë.•. tion o·i' the "thre.:::, t" o·f I s 1.:3.rn 

to other non-Muslim communities; and the manipulation of the Ah-

( 1 1 ) 

The political transformations that South Africa 1s currently ex-

pé,·r· ien1:: i r·11J ha.,; E·vo k r"!d moocl ,=, o ·i' F: :-: t rr::,·rr:r,· op ti rn j_ ,:;rn ~ cJ i s sa. po in trnr~r. t 

a.n 1j a.n ;< :i. c-? ty. 

the broader South African society dj_splay similar sentj.ments. 
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. 1· 

Th.i.s 1..ias mos t s b-ikill(J 1 y bn:iuqht to for,.'ê' by the "!lis tor ic" Na

tion a J. Muslim'' Con·i't~t-E-?nce convE-:>nE?d at th•?.! Univers,.ity oi' trie 

Western-Cape, in Cape Town from 4-6 May 1990. 

firm positions on the critical issues confronting the nascent na-

tian at this crucial stage in the historical sojourn. 

) 
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FOOTNOTES 

·-·' . 

•· at 11 ~·Ji1.i..tes" :' "colo1.tn::?d~, 11 .;:i.nd "Indians" ,,,, ... ,,f. -
( l::.. ,,l_ .• .. ld J.11•:J "bla.c:k,,;") 

Ju. l ':' 1 t/}3r:~. 

pu !J l .i_ s h;:'!d i_tp in ,, 
1-; • .J) .3. '-/ j_ d ·3 :i 

I . :D . d u. F' l es·:=. i ~- , 

The Cape Malavs, Cape Town 1972; Fatima Meer, Portrait of 

I),_:_ r- b.::i.n 1 c:;,;.q. , • __ ,, !l 

1<2.h le,-·-, J_ i t, i=? l ------
-1 . 
I...J ]. l~ 

.:? .. n i, n 1-,1 i :-. 1 i ·= i-,,-==-d ,·.-=.-:.-: ·= ~ ·,1 o·f R. :3 he 11 c1n 1·ht~ Es t .. -::i.b l j_:: hrnen t 

panv Rule to 1838 submitted to the University of Cape Town 

in 1974 fo~ the B.A. Hons degree; and an unpublished M.A. 

':3.i.l:.y, 197::3; 

cJu ::=·_J.,.-?·:;·::;.i.·::; . .::,.r·,,:J tht·? i:~.:i:,~.i.nv,::·n t.i.,-:;1--, 1J·f the ''_r-1.,:-._l:-:,0~, 
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(Honout-~5 disser·tation, Univèrsit.y oi' C.;.\pt:~ To1-.in, 1'?87); an 

unpul::il.i.shed (:?S:'5.:.~y o·f 1'.'.'ibdul Haslü,2d 01nar on the Impact of the 

I\s:-,;,\th in DE.:,tention of Imam Abdull~\h l-1,,:\t-oon on Cap~~ Muslim 

•· Atl:itudt'?~:ï. 
.f, 

(Honours dissertation, University of Cape Town, 1987) 

mitted to a form of African nationalism. 

5. Muslim Views; 1987 

Argus; Cape Times 

6. N.G. Kerk - Largest church in South Africa, representing 40% 

of all whites and 67% qf all Afrikaners. 

/ . 11 r-~~ C:ï ~< ::. 2. '/ ·=- 1 ·=· 1 .::1. rr1 i =· -3. 

:3. Ibid 

'?-.- Ibici 

l O. Arabia, February 1987: p.6 

11. I i:,.i.d _; ;-i. 7 ., /:3 ,,,.nd '~i 
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CHAPTER l 

APARTHEID' S "NEl•J DEAL" < 1 > REVISITED A MUSI I M 'S PERSPECTIVE: 

practised~ more seperation and more discrimination. Ti1 i ·::3 pcJ li C:'/ 

that has been curtailed. 

:::::!?.\/ j_ ':~.j C)ÏI ,:~,-t --------

the policy of Apartheid has resulted ir:t?::·r -~.li-:3. ----

in segregated areas being set aside Tor occupation by members of 

a certain population ( 2) 

trol throughaut South Africa over inter-racial property transac-

t. ic1r:s -=~.rld j_r1 ts·r--· r· -:.:;.c j_ a. l · c h.3.n1~E-:''::. in Cie c: u.p.:~ .. t i c1n 

subject to permit. Provision was also made for the proclamation 

\
01hich 

p,~p1 __ tlE1.t.i_c:,n qr-1-:iu.p sh.=1.li occi_tp\/ th!?: '1d,=?-fi11::=c! 11 2rea.; .s. n d \•J h j_ c: h 

11 ,:;5_ squ .. ::.~.1 i -r: j_E·d '' pE·r·:.;cin::. rnu.·::.t rnc1\/E1 c:i,_tt .. At that stage there was no 

suggestion of a fragmentation of South Africa by the creation of 

its discredited policy? 
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•· 

The Government had two choices: 

version'' of· Apartheid in line with contemporary standards or ac-

cept tMe inevitability of a racially mixed society. 

:°L!r·1nt=.•r ancl si.ne,:::, then, the C3over-nii;t::•nt h.2,·5 rt:?li.::?d on the fj_ction.2.l 

use of statehood and nationality to satisfy its ci~i 7 ~n~ 2nd 

international community. In the early 60's external pressure in-

tensified as a result of the Sharpeville < 4 > massacre and the in-

stitution of legal proceedings before the International Court of 

J i_r.·:=. tic e. 

before Parliament that the Homeland policy was imposed as a 

result of external pressure. In 1961, he told Parliament:- < 6.' 

I t i-= .=1. 

form of fragmentation which we would not have liked if 

we were able to avoid it. In the light of the pressure 

be::in,:;_i E·:-:et-tE.·cl on ~:c:uth (..,-f,j_ca. thE·rt:: i~=-, 

doubt that eventually this will have to be done .. _ If 

the whites could have continued to rule ove, everybody, 

with na danger to themselves, they would certainly have 

c: hD<::;€:·n to cl o ~;a. 

the world and warld opinion and our desire to pr~serv~ 

CODESRIA
 - L
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•· 

Apartheid and the preservation of white domination. 

respective homelands and allow the Government to argue that there 

-:?-t-,2 ne, ''.t3l.:::1ck':3 11 in South P1ft-ica to bF:: .:::,.ccoff:mCJd.:ë\ted politically. 

policy was also adapted b·y Zic:inic.::.t ë°'.•;JE;l.inst • J.. 
l LS-

Palestinian subjects. 

•rL ... 
; l l'::.' Cr- i sE.•s. ---- St.::1.te -----

~,jc,~4J i .. ~€-:> h.:.~. \/E.· t ht:.· F:s· pu. b li c o -r- S 1::iu. th f-1 ·f ,- i c -::, C:c:iri ·=· t i tu. t i i:Jn Act ( 7) 

'' \•; h·'/ di. d the i'-la. t i o.-: a. l _i_ ·;; t F' -3. r t y c har.•J •? 

j_ t '3 pC.j l j_ C: :,/·? Il 

This means that the State 1s not fulfilling the 

tem 1s to survive. Apartheid 1s in a crisis. 

all-encompassing policy of racial seperation is beginning to dis-

in teq r""E<. t•?:.·. 

a crisis of legitimacy. It knows that it does not enjoy the sup-

port of the majority of the people and it makes various attempts 

to show that it doés. < B) The Sou.th t,·fr·ic:ë:r.n govc•rnr:-,E•nt',,,, r.-Ja.y of 

1.: a. c k l .i. n (J 1: h .i. ·é.3 c: r· .i. •:=; j_ ë:i .i. <::; !.: ei r· ('::: ·f o r· m t h •,·? p o J. i t .i. ,:: E\ l. ·,; / '"; t c: rn • T ;··, c: 

medi.a and some government prupogandists seek to present reforma~ 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



-13-

•· 

t·· iq h t d .i.t··,.:?(: t.ion" . 

more sophisticated way of maintaining the status quo. 

Thj_~. J.·:::. ~:-o t,,,=·,-ë~!t·=.>=o the n;:_:::1•1 cons:.ti.tLli:.ic:,n i·::. bèl.sed on 'thtë• F'opu.la-

tion Reoistration Act c 9 > and on racial classification ana it is 

this cl~ssification of the population into racial categories 

which is the basis of the Apartheid policy. This new constitu-

tion cannot exist without race classification. A,::conj ing to the 

n ei·J c CJn ·::. t j_ tu. t j_ c:ir: , pecJ p J. €·? rnu.::. t bE~ c 1 a.·==·"==· if i t-:'d 11 
~:.,! ~-t j_ te 1 ' , 

11 c: cil c11_t red 11 

-~n d 11 In ,j i -3.n 11 !J=~ f o t-,"=? t hi~·y· c .=tn p.e. r- t 5. ci P·='· t 1::? • The Government, in its 

turn, says the Westmi.nster system cannot work. l!!hy not? There 

was nothing wrong with it when it not only gave the Nationalists 

2 majority in Paliament, but also the right to make laws for the 

n .3. t i c1 n ;:? -...,,- !~ n t h ,-::; LL g h t h e \·/ t- e p r·- e ·::, !=' r1 t e d o n l \/ .=1. s 11: 2\ l l 11 ~,.J h j_ te Il 

1:: j_ n CJ r- i t ·/ . 
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... .,. 

1-

But now that the pressure of change are becoming hard to resist 

syste~ they are now proposing harbours the same dangers. 

retains all the undesirable features of Westminster and, by 

en·3 h r- ir, j_ r: i;: d _i_ \li ·3 1_ fJn .=1.n a d .i. se~- 5.. rT: j_ n -~. t i c1n j_ r: i t ·::. \/et-'/ ,=·=· ·:;en c :=', i t 

ensut-r,:··=· that the .;~im o-i' ''cc .. n·:;E•nsu.·,; politics'' 1•;ill bE' impo·=··=-ible 

Will the new constitution effect genuine reform? 

provide legitimacy or are they to be active particip~nti in the 

decision making process? DoE,·=- it inclu.dE? "bla.cks. 11 ·? 

h!°=! :i. d r-,"::::T:Etin u.n -3. l te i--ed or- b:::? a.bc1 l j_ s hr=!d.-? 

•. J_ 
-:."". ,_ T o a. n ·==· 1•1 E.• r the·,,.2 qu.e·:::tions it 

was necessary to look at the provisions oT the Act and answer the 

simple question of what it offers. 

to the new constitution, 

State and Head of Government. 

the President 1s both He~d r-· a= _, 1 

from the Westminster-type governmcnt by Parli2ment to a system in 

wh3.ch the President wj_ll in many respects singl~ ha~d~dly ccntr·ol 

Th(-? rno·:; t c. ~-u.c: i .-.:,. l. 
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•· 

decisions now taken by Parliament will rest with the President. 

The President will be elected by a group of members of Parliament 

chosen as follows: 

i)E.· pu. i:. i E··::: . . The NP majority in the House of Assembly will enable 

them ta appoint all the members of the electoral college. Then:?-

~:ince the 

1'cc,l,=,1_t~-ed 11 Hoi_t·=:!~ chc1·~?2 c:nl·~-/ 25 ff:12JT:ber-·~ .3.nd thi:2 11 Indi.3.n 11 Hciu.se 

on1y 1~, the NP's choice must prevail. 

A c 01T:p li c .3. ted ·=, ~/·3 te::1 te, en ·3Ll t-e th.? .. t t I-re '/.:3. r j_ c,Lt s tJ rc:u. p·=, 1e ta~ i r: 

con·:.:Tol ha.s been 1•Jritt1=•n into the rc1n-==.tit:rtiri,1. 

stitution 1s therefore built on the division of duties of govern-

rc:ent iritcJ 11 c:~ .. Jn 11 -=~.nd 11 qt-..,nE·t-.::"tJ. 11 a.ff.3-irs, ~~iit!-"i thE· ra.cia.11'/ ba.sE,d 

M .i. n i s t 1-=: r- '.'.; Cou. n c .i. l d e -3. 1 j_ n •:J \•J i t h t h e f o r- m 1? , -3. n d t h e s o - c -3. l l e ,j 

multi-racial Cabinet looking afte, the latter. Th~ bë1.sic pr in-

c i p l 1-=: .i. n ide 1-1 t i ·f y .i. n i:J 11 o \•J n a. -f f -:."<. i r s 11 i s th a. t the y ~3. r· €·? the; ·se 

1~ r- ou p .i. n r· 1:? J. .0. t j_ on t o 1.: h r:? rn a. j_ r·1 t !,? n a. n c ("? o ·F i t ~; j_ cJ lé·? n t i t y E!. n d 1: j-, r:: 

upholciing and furtherance of its way of life, culture, traditions 

Çj i' .. C.il_t.p·:~,. 
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,. 

Decisions to be made by any 

1 norms and standards for the financing of running and capital 

2. salaries and conditions of employment of staff, and 

3. norms dnd standards for syllabi, examination and certifica-

Once the above conditions are complied with, there is little room 

for a particular group ta PXPrcisP _ policy. Also all d2cisions 

are subject to the provisions of the Group Area~ Act. 

group participating in the new constitution. The motive is quite 

straight forward: 

enshrined in the constitution. 

At this point the propased structure of the legistrature warrants 

one central Parliament comprising Three Houses is 

" 

··,;eii.:,.'?r-''.,; nJll ;.,.ne! d,2c:.i.de .i.n j_l:·:; O\·m ch.:',,.rnlJi::"1·· on il:'.'; 11 0\·1n a.·f·fa .. i.r·,;". 

T h1:-.,· . 11 c: o l. ciu r· ,:.,,c: 11 Hciu.~:;e:.• , ( Hou~;,,:,; o ·r Fie p rE-~~=.0:· n ta. t j_ v e,; i r,,-1 5. J. l. t·1a. v f! ~3'.5 
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:1 l t':: ITI Cl E': t·· ·;_::. • 

"c:i~·m ~1":'·fait-s", the pa.r-ticuliH-· House has complete "jur·isdj_ction". 

legislate seperately. What is important is that a Bill only be-

i::. i.-;hE1.t h.:= .. ppt:.·n·:=, 

-;= -~ i 1 
... 

i:.J .1- L n -='~ 

i -:= 
- 1 t~ .. Jo Hc:u.·:=.2·3 

a.f f .3.ir 11 

th .i_ ·s t-F:-:"?.. ·::,c::n t :-:.:?.. t t 1-~:?? n c;:T: 5-n a ted r-· r-e~ . .i. d t:=!1-, t ' ·=- c:·!~1-1.n ci 1 ( F' . c: . ) fl.s. ·::. 

L.-··-·-u>.:;'':::1: included in the legislative T ~i ._ cc,n::.ist~:. 35 rneffi-

~-i!::iLt"::.e, 1i:) by· th::=., 11 c:c!lCJU.rE·cl 11 t-!cJu.::.t~ ,=1.nd 5 ~:..;ill be chc,:.~.en b''l the 

11 In d i-~~n 11 1--l,-. 1 1 ·= c::.. Again 1 as in the case o·f electoral college, the 

minority groups will be unable to make deri~inns which the ruling 

Il\•) h .i. te ffl.3. j Cj (- j_ t '/ Il ,-i o,c:,,:;: li /J t. ~'·/.:J.JI t • 

the PC for decision. 

3t hz-i~; ÇJ.:i.VE·n ë:•. clr:::.•cj_?.,ion wj.lJ. l:iE::.· c!>:.:.•emc·d to h-:,-..ve bE':!er·; p .. :·,.:-~::::.cd by 

the President will 

would l:ie clected. 

t O i:.~ b j_ c! '·"'' ,- '·' ,J / Thi,:; 

it will play an in-
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I• 

"I nd i.:?,n" to n D "iJ 1,::tc k" ·f c, ~·-mu l ,'::t throughout ·1- h,o.:, ~, 1._ con-

~~ti tuticm. This ·1-:2: l :i) mea.ns that the H01-lSE-? 

will decide who is to be President, control decisions of the 

President's Council and control all public affairs to the exclu-

s.i.on of 2.11. 

This con-

"=· ti tu. t.i_c1r1 n !-:i t cJn l ·i e>! c: 1 Ltdi:=::·:; 
11 A ·t r- ic.:.1n·:3 11 

, bu. t 5- t J_ ·3 p .--,=::ï1 i ·3ed cJn 

their permanen~ exclusion and on the irreversability of the 

home 1-ë."~nd S'/S tem. the ne\•J 

con~.ti tu.t5.on str·engthen~=- 11 \•Jhi tE·'' de;minatj_on by ff:-::i.intaining ethnie 

di\/isic}n·=·. 

n:?.:?, 1 i t y . God {-'dm.iqhty -:: =, \ /•::: -·-··' - in the Holy Qur'an: < l. 0) 

God make you intonations and tribes, so that you may 

c,·i" ·-.,,ou ir·1 th€': siç:Jht of (3Dd i,c, h€:.• 1•Jho i 0.; mo:,;t rightc·ou.,'; 11 

that 211 hu.m~n beings are brothers. 
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•· 

l'lau l .an .-:1 Maud ud i < 1 1 ) in his book. "Human Rights in I·slam", stat.es 

tha.t divi·:,.i.ons .in ta n.:?. tions, tribes, races and groups Il j_ "°3 i·.~-._,, the 

sake of distinction, so that people of one race or tribe may meet 

( 1 :z) More {mportantly, 

11 thi·s di...,/i·:;ion is neither meant for one nation to treat 

Holy Qur'an mentioned above, is Islam's answer ta racism and 1s 

e:-:E•mpiifii:::·d by the Ho1y F'r-ophi:~t Mu.hiHnmed (pea.ce be u.pon him) in 

one of his sayings: 

a white man have any superiority over a black man, or a 

black man, any superiority over a white man. '-{c,u. a.~-e 

t·1u.slj_m·s th;;.·rE·t_î:DE"! ha.:.=- d dut.y +..:o r-,:~jE•ct the Gove,nmr::?nt's ''Ne\•J 

Cor·1 ,.; t i tut i Dn • Apartheid is based on the belief that there 1s no 

~::.E•.1T1e bë:1c: k •;; rou.n d . 

different they may b8. l•J j_ t:. h r'"Q~] ;:,, ;"'d to j u.s t. j_ cc:, t t·1c-:: Ho J. y Our· -::•.n 
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I• 

"(] ye \•Jho bel .i.eVi.:? ! Stand out f5.n11ly fot- ju·:;tice, as 

witnesses to God, even as against yourselves, or your 

for God can best protect both. Fol J.m•J that. 

distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily God 

J. ·:3 \•1 .i. t h a 1 l th.::3.t \l•':'~ , .. ·- d(J .. Il 

How could we Muslims be witnesses to justice and peace on earth 

i·f ~J.Je t-e::1a.in ·3ilF::nt ir, thï=:;: -fa.ce of the c,nqcj_i_n,;r inji_t-:;ti,=e·::. thE\t 

-~.nd inj u.·5 tice: (l.::S) 

. 1 . J_nc J_ne not to those 1•1ho a.nd 

r~nd you. ha.ve no 

pr-otector·,; other- th.::1.n P1llëi.h, Ncr ~;h-::1.ll you bt:! helped.'' CODESRIA
 - L
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FOOTNOTES 

l . "Ne~-.i Deal" - P. l-~. Dot hi:\' s d isc n:~d i tecJ t.r ic:a111er .;d par-J. iamE-m-
,!, 

1
• tar-y' ·5'i/S"tt?m. S(2c-:? 11 Ni·?~·1 Constitution - 1'=?84 / Van Hü'?b•~ec:k i:,:) 

P • l~ • Bot ha • 

2. Act 41 of 1950 and Act 77 of 1957, as ~mended. 

-:: ._,. 

r=
~' · 

At first the Minister of Interior. 

F' l .2-.r: 11 j_ n ';i • 

ful day of 21 March 1960. 

assissin~ted in Parliament in 1966. 

6. House of Assembly Debate, Volume 107 

7. 110 D-f 1 ·~-=··-;:
J. i ,_J·-· 

From 1962 t~e Minister 

::; . F' i k B ,:; t h .a I s t r· i p p \/ E· r- ·::. E.· i:"t ~=- a. ·f t t? t- i: h e l r..:; 8 ~3 r e f e r e r, d u. rT, t. o 

Europe in 1984 attempted to achieve the same purpose. 

'·i. hc. t (J,J . ::.o of 1 'ïSO 

l O. (11 Uur·'.,i.n 
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l.1. Manduel i: 

Indo-Pak subçontinent 

1 2 • •· Man c.i LLcl i : "Human fi:ights in Islam", p. 1'7 

I b j_ d 

Surah Nisa Verse 135 

15. Al Ou.t-'an: Surah Hud: Verse 173 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



CHAPTER; 

THE GROWING MILITANCY OF SOUTH AFRICAN MUSLIMS 

1, 

In recent years Muslims have come te play an increasingly active 

role in the National Struggle for liberation and justice. 

and the unprecedented Muslim involvement in the heroic uprisings 

of the oppressed in 1985. With the unprecedented revolutionary 

< 1 ) 

the momentous political development of the Muslim Community fram 

Il c:c)ff: pl ~~.c: E•n C ')' te, .ë':i.C t i .... / j, ·::.n·i 11 < 3) 

But the real signifance of this new Islamic phenomena on 

the terrain o·f the struggle ag2inst the Apartheid State is most 

vividly illustrated by the responses it has rerPi••Pd from some of 

the most influential quarters within the South African scene. 

In a letter written by the jailed African National Congress CANC) 

Cciunc: il CM,jC) clur·in·~~ 198~'5, h e a. c k n o \•J l F.: d ~J é-? d t. t-1 r::,· '' I s 1 a. rr: j_ c 

< 4 > 

-':1. t t.F:n ti.:J1") .. ln April 1986 Stat0 President P_W. Botha in a speech 

< ::-; ) 
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.. 

l~ke all other religious denominations, enjoy complete 

freedom of religion. 

th:i.s,. commun j_ ty 1-Jh,:i, und et- the ir't f 1 u.ence oi: Li bya and 

and • .LL 
i .. JJ_ LI: h-3.\'e COtTJ-

mitted themselves, with the ANC and PAC, to terrer and 

\' i1~ l enc!::'. '' 

President P.W. Botha however not only issued a warning, but found 

th!? -;;j t1 , . .=.,. +- i c,n t~-1t-::?.~-t ter: inq r'=!nou.g h tc:i t.3.kF.! _i_rnff1ed i .. s. t,;:i a.c ticJn a.nd 

thus he went on to assure the members of his Tricameral Parlia-

ff:!"=:!n t tha. t, 11 ï ha. \/e -~. l r·22.d \/ .i_ ·5·~Ltt='d iris t r-1-tc t ions ir, thj_ s r-e!J.s.r-d a.nd 

our· ~-ecu~-ity a.nd intelligence ser-vices at-E? ta.king the nece·:::-sar'l 

cc,r_tn tr:!r-:n1?a.·3u_r-e·S. 11 < 6 > 

In October 1986, as has already been alluded to, the General 

[-?:T1 bt-<ëi.c er::l as "-i":l.n i:•. l l y j_ n the ho l y ~=- t n_tgg le ë,"i.ÇJ-::1.i n s t apc:,.r t hc:? id" . ( 7 > 

leadership figures who advocate revolution in South Africa were 

r;: ,::.. d :i. c.:=:,. 1 M u. ·,;; J. .i.rn -,_; " • < e > 
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1· 

The extent of the growth of Islam was demanstrated vividly in the 

township protests of 1 C)Ot:-
.1. i l\...• ... J. For the first time this century .Islam 

began to assent its ideological specificity; a specificity that 

embodied unique elements of a programme of revolutionary struggle 

and reconstruction. Almost overnight the townships of ·the West-

ern Cape in particular, were forced to acknowledge a new force on 

the terrain of ideology. 

The oppressed and exploited inhabitants of the townships were not 

the on l y one·:; i·Jho notic,-=::d t.his sud den re·--emet-,;iencE? o-f ·='· r-evo lu-

t 3. ci n a ,- "i I s l .3. rn . t1J i t h j_ n , e ·=· p e c i ë.'\ l l y , t h e ra n k s o -i' t h e ru l i n g 

classes concern was expressed about this new phenomenon; 

that reached the highest levels of the State. 

With the declaration of the State of Emergency and the beginning 

tior-i. Then in the wake of the bannings followed a wave of deten-

tians that put many Muslim activists behind bars. 
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•· 

Yet clearly State action have been constrained by this desire of 

the St.:::(te not to alii:0nate the E·ntirt·? 1'1u~;lim communit.·y- by over-

has ty .::te tian. Cl('2<":.u-ly ~·Jithin the r.:::,.nks oï= the t·ulin1;1 classes 

11 •-.::,d·ir"'l 11 elements of the ·Mu·::.liff: comiï1unit·/ froïf, ~·Jha.t a.r,? p~~r·-

ceived to be t~e passive, concervative majority. 

·pt-opo,;1.2.nd -'='· ccindon ing th,:? l 2. t ter- t-eac ti on.=1. r-y 1?:< prï:::ss ion of I s l 3.ff: 

has been encouraged even via the official mouthpiece of the SABC) 

The Botha regime made a concerted effort to neutralise the 

militancy in the Muslim community. It,; "Muslim -:<.llies" in the 

Mu.·::; li m 11 cl er-1;1y 11 ( u l z~m-::-,) and c E· rta.i n rnarg in 2. li:::: E·d commun i ty or--

g.:=1.n i ·=--~ tior1 ·:; ~~Jet-??= the ff1c:,·s t. e-f-f ec: tj_ \/e a.,;,en t ·:; t,J 2.ccc:;rr,p lis h su.ch 

counter-revolu.tionary activities. In a maJor departure from its 

p r-e\/ j_ c:Lt ·=, t ~-er: d tt-:F: ·:; t.:=i. i:1?--c on i.:. r-cJ 11 ed 1T1E?d i a. h-=4.d in rec !='nt t i rnE-?·5 

n"r.:.=:.cle E\ c on·=-C i eiu.s E· ·i' ·r-or·t to -f ea. tu,e =-ome I s 1 ci.iïiJ. c r-e li g i o-c u l tu.r ë<. l 

issues in an attempt to explain the dynamics of the community as 

a strategy to placate the Musli~s. 

Meanwhile, the African National Congress CANC), one of the vocal 

i:ipponE-::.·nt·;.:, of the Dot.ha r·r::,:_]i.mE· h.,ic:I a.l:,,D '"hown irit.E?r·e,;t in u.si.n~:J 

In t J-,r? h j_ c,; to r'j o ·f t hi'? nr-ic, 

,;, >:=: v 1::'· t ... ::1. J. t-1 u. ,; l ün ,; h c\ v c ,; F: r· v E:.· cl i n k E-~ y p ei ,~ i t ion,; i n +:. h e o n:J '"''· n :i. s D. t j_ on , 

bu. 1: .i. t iî.,,, ·,:; n r.J t 1Jc,12n rr:,.: o 1··,j ,2cJ \·J hc' 1.: hi:-: r· th,.,:··/ J-,.:,,d a. r· t .i. c u.1.0:.. 1:,.:?d a.1·1 y I ·,o 
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I• 

1 

lamie id:'?olog.i.cal position in t(~rms cd the South A1"rican 

In a 19:37 is.sue oi' the Sechaba < 9 > the Muslim 

militancy 1s praised. The militancy in the Western Cape during 

thEi l.'7'85 popul-:H· r-E:!Volt ~·Jas attribut€-?d tô thtë> 11 :.ynthesis. 11 of 

pro - ANC/UDF grouping, I -=-13.iO' o.=· 

1'th1"2 :T&o·;;t: p,~pLtl.2 .. t- and pr-o,;it-e·3·:;i\/1:? i·1Ll·3liff; IT:(J\/efn!?nt in So:_tth 

In articulating its policy towards Islam, the ANC says: 

"Inde,?d it .i.·;:; only ~·1ithin the hou·;::;e of n2.tion.3.l democ~-acy th.3.t. 

The Fr-eedom Ch2.rter' s 

recognition of different cultural groups and the call of the UDF 

to people of different religious traditions, to use these trad1-

The logic as to why 

Muslims should join the secular national democratic struggle was 

ta en·;:;ure ''thë.<.t th,? ff10V€•rnent cJoes. not degener-2,te into a. n.?.,ro1·1 

and r-,.? 1 i•;J i ou.·;:; l y a. r-r-oq.=-.n t or:e '' , a.cc or-d _i_n q to th,:::- At'-lC. C 10) 

r·1u';:; li m n:::s i s ta.ne E::> aq.:':!.in ·=- t hp.,.u-the .id -=1.11 d \•J hi te mir: or i ty n.J. le .3.:: d 

v1r-a.th o·f th('? in·flur:=.•nti.3,l -3.nd po\•J,:::,·ful NGr::: ((if::dr-::r-du.it·ë:;'=' Gr2re·for--

ff1eE·t-·dr:::· f,::c!rk. 

In th,~ J. ea.d pD.r· D.~'J r·D.ph i t ,,;;).id: C 1 1 > 
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J, 

" Mus l .i m t·- .01 d .i c a l i s m .i. s a g r- mo.J i n i;J ·f 12 a tu r-:2 i n Sou t h 

Notwithstanding the wide range of bath positive a~d negative 

tt=·::,t1'-'11·:::,.t=·::o Mu·;:;lin-: .::(ct.ivisr:: had r-ec:,2iv.-2d, the actual lev,2·1 2.nd e;-:-

tent of its support within the Cape Muslim community is debate-

2.b 1 e. 

and this case 1s no exception. 

In -~ 1'7'8:l inter- ... ~~ie~ .. , a pr-c1iT1.Î.nent 1_1::it,:=-,j C1eff1,-:icr-2~tic F1-r:Jnt (!J[1F--) 

ls•adE.·t- -::•.nd t-·~-3.tionE,.l co--or-dinatot- of 2. t·iu.slirn Dt-gE,niz2,tion, the 

C ·='- l 1 o -i' I ·=- 1 .s. m , \•J .::1 ·:; b D 1 d e n D u ,;i h t o c l a. i m t h ·='· t 11 '? 0 ï. o f M u. ·=· l i m ·=· 

• 'L 
i.1.J J_ -c 1 : S:.i. C t i \/ j_ =· t s 11 a.nd Il Ili the Western Cape, i t \•JOU l d be 

< 12) Du.ring the height of 

the Muslim com~unity's involvement in the Western Cape political 

u.pheaVë.<.ls in l"-à.tE.· IJctober 1S'8~5:. 2. pr-·omj_nE?nt pro-n.::•.tionalist 
, 

Afrikaans daily, Die Burge,, estimated that about 20ï. of the Mus-

lim·3 5.n the \,,Je·::=.b=.·rT, Ci~.pE· p.,,,.r-ticip2.ted in ë;_ct.ions vJhic:h could be 

de·;:;c r-i b,3!d .=..i.r,.; 11 r-.;:;,.d _i_c.;:;,. l 1
1 

• Die Burge~ cited as its source for the 

estimate an interview with leaders of a conservat.ive Muslim or-

( 1 ::!: > Th i ==· E·,:; t _;_ rn.,,t tF:- ,,..J,,.\:::, su b '" e-

~-; h e c: ,; t j_ ma. t e c:l t. h ë:\ t t h €:• ·f j_ t:J u r- e c ou. l ,:J b r::· a.,=; h i ~:J h a. ,; 9 :~ ï. ( 1 4 ) 

President P.W. Botha, in turn, said: 
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1· 

emerged within this community who have committed themselves, 

with the ANC and PAC; to t.E•rror and violencE~" < 1 ::::s) ~·Jithin a 

caver the precise estimate it seems likely that in the future the 

fiqures which now 
- 1 

range between 20Z to oc:-•-· 
i ._1/. !J.t.; , 1 

'l'I..!.. J. J. in al l p r·c:i b.::i. b i J. -

ity vary according to the ideological bias of the interviewer or 

the concern to estimate the extent of political activism and its 

·:;;uppc:w,: b.9.se 1·;i thin the Musl im commu.ni ty 

that the phenomenon 1s alive and it is growing. 

But the role of the historian 1s not merely to observe historical 

phenomena but ta try and explain the underlying causes explaining 

the current developments within the Muslim community have already 

b,:::-en po·:3 i:u. le. ted . The State President was convinced it was being 

j_nspired and instigated by international forces in particular, he 

pD i ,1 ted to ·f i_u-,d in'] f t-om the r-,::?vo 1 ut j_ona. ry Mu·3 l .i_ rn ';JOV':2 rn ment s o -f 

L.iby.::>, .,~.nci Irs.n. The NGK's commisioned report by Prof. Crafford, 

p u l. j t j_ c:: D. 1 ::; t .:,. n c e , h u. t a. J. ,; o t. h r;:~ €'! ,; t ë:i. h l. i =~ h ri", en t. o f t. h ~? I ,; l. D. m i c 
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I• 

helping developing countries and to strengthen Islam. F"ett-odol-

lars, it is therefore argued, led to a general awakening of Islam 

throughout the world. ( 16,) An article in the official ANC jour-

nal, Sechaba, opposes this perspective vehemently and attributes 

it entirely to the UDF: (17) 

''ThE· r·E.·volutionar--,/ fervCJur of the Muslims is not o 

th.at -f e 11 <= l-·" 
~ , .. l and 

It is the result of two years of skilled work, 

o-f =.::;r) (:i1:)(). •• 

The IT:-3.SS t·1uslim involVE:~m,==nt in thi:? politicëd upheava.ls o-f the 

- .L. 
~i L 

J_ L. -
LI lt:.' ITi-3. S.S 

the .latter part of 1,-,r,c 
7c;._J i .. Jas ff10·3t \/C1ci·fe1ou.·:3 

cî"-:?-.n-3.2-:1.h~=, c:,r î'unerals. ThE·Sf? fflë•.S-S fu.ner2.ls -------

were reminiscent of the funeral of Imam Abdullah Haroon in Sep-

Unussually large numbers of Muslims attended these 

(-\ C•u.rb.:..,-, b.:=:t·3ed Mu.·:;lim nr::::\•Jsp.ë:tper, Al C!a.la.m, dF!Scribr::?d 

[j:lf::·:, c:,·t= the fu.nerals thu.s: 

fu.n1:2r.s.l in C.::,.pr:2 To\·J1-1 'Sinc.r:2 th0? de.'J.th o·î' Im,':l.rn (-\IJdul lz..h H.::::,.r-ocJ11 1
'. < 1 e > 
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I• 

An Al Qalam editorial in Oecember 1985 proposed that it was the 

deaths of Muslims caused by security forces which shook and 

forefront of the struggle against oppression. < 19 > 

While larger sections of South African Muslims identify the 

c! om in a.nt poli b.c2.l grcJu.pini;i·:; the 

and the New Unity Movement and the Apdusa, non-alligned centrist. 

Islamic groupings also exist. They are the Muslim Youth Movement 

of Sou th Af ~-ic-='. ( MYM) , the Mu·::; l irn Stud,:?n t·::; r;·::;,;:;.oc i,::1. tion c::i-f Sou. th 

Africa CMSA), Qibla Muslim mass moveruent and the recently estab-

groups have considerable youth and community support. 

;:nese gr-Du.ps .:?.ctively r-e·:=,i·;:;t th,::? .::1.pa.rtheid gove~-r1ment a.nd i 1··=. 

c!isct-ec!itecl ·=~tt-uct.ures, they also maint-::::1.in ar·1 indep>.:2ndent po:::.i-

tion among the dominant liberation groupings. 

T j_ l l nrn·J t hs· pë~.rtic i pa. ti on o·f "LI 1 a.ma" t;J reiupi ng i ri thE' J. i ber-'"'. tion 

H o \•J e v F: r , a t t i m ,:~ s c c-? r t a J. n i n -

cl i v j_ du.ë,1. l ::=, î' r-om a.mon 1~1 the r· a.n k s D ·f t ht0 11 u l D.mD. 11 have part.ici p2. tecj 

on an individu.al basis. l•J.i.th thi:':? e:-:c,::eption of th,=: Mu=;lirn ,Judi-

cj.a.l. CouncjJ. (t-1.jC) ·.j_n th€'! Ca.pr:.·~ 1tJhic:h oppo~oE·:d the tr·ic:D.mé':!rëi.l. ~\/".:::
-· l .J 

tem during 1984, the other uluma associations (Jamiats) have dog-

their awn worldviœw in the National Liberation Movement. 
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0Lwing the 19B4 anti-tric.~met-al Campaign, o-f the Conset-vatiVï;? 

Jamiats, only the Jamiate-e-Ulama of the Natal province issued a 

statement oppoiing the government's constitutional proposals be-

cause it discriminated on the basis of race. The Jamiat-e-Ulama 

s.o-ca 11 ed 11 neo mo,je t··n i s t 11 g t-ou p in•;j s \0Jhj_ ch have add t-e·;;s.ed the 

political .i·s·::;u;.:?s, th,2y h,=.:,.v,2 nc,t been able t.o i:...-ovide an accept.-

able alternative. 
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CHAPTER l 

STATE RESPONSE TO INCREASING MUSLIM MILITANCY IN SOUTH AFRICA 
.!, ,. 

The extent of the growth of Islam was demonstrated vividly in the 

township protests of 1985. For the first time this century Islam 

began to assert its ideological specificity, that embodied unique 

elements of a programme of revolutionary struggle and reconstruc-

tion. 

ticular, were forced to acknowledge a new force on the terrain of 

The oppressed and exploited inhabitants of the townships were not 

th!? c1nl~./ (Jne·=:- ~ .. ir:cJ not5.ced thi·5 sLtdder, re-eff1et-1;;en,=e o·f a r-e\1 i::il1-t-

t j_ on ëJ.r-y I ~- l -:.•.ff1 • t,Jithin the ;-anks o-f the ru.J.in,;.1 cla.s~.es concf?tT1 

ccincern th-=:<.t re.s.ched 

the highest levels of the State. 

With the declaration of the State of Emergency 2nd the banning of 

various Islamic organisations for the du.ration of the emergency, 

one witnessed the wrath of state repression and persecution. 

that put many Muslim activists behind ·bars. 

In early April 1986, the South African President, Mr. P.W. Botha, 

con l.:.i.n,:.?1-,t of (",-fr-i_c.J .. 
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1. 

declared that the State was also faced with an onslaught of 

P.W. Botha in a speech delivered in Par-

Jiament referred toit directly when he said: 

like all other religious denominations, enjoy complet~ 

freedom of religion. FLtrt!-,2:--1ï:!~r-1=2., '/c:i:_t alscj kn,::i~;.; th2.t 

c,::-Ltn tr-'/. 

thi~. corr:ii1ur,ity \•Jho, undet- the influence o·r Libya a.nd 

mitted themselves, with the ANC and PAC, to terror and 

'--/ ir::J l t=:nce. ( 1 ) 

m.i. li ta.ne/, F'. L1J. Botha ·furtr,e, a.·ssu.n,::>d the rnembet-s of 

his Tt--ica.mer-2.l F'ë:,.r-lië:•.rnent t.h.:?.t, "I h-ë.".Ve ë<.l,eë<.dy issued 

instructions in this regard and our security and intel-

J. J_•;Jr:.c.•nce ~; E• t-· V i C E• ·::· ta.king the 

c ou.r, ti::? rrn;:?3 ... si_t r·-1"2 •. 11 ( :z) 

While it is time that MBr. Botha's staternent he,alds on important 

shift ~n the nature of State actions again~t Islam in South 

P, f r· j_ c E•. , Cine ,,.i Ci u l cl cl Ci 1,J c: J. J. t ei b () D. r J_ n rn in d th""· t f o, v-J f,• J. J. o v c- r 
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Dut- ing the 

victims of police action. ( 3) 

It was however, only during the protests of 1985 that Islam 

quence of this, a force that drew the appropriate response from 

the St.:?..te. Indeed for the first time during the State of Emer-

ç)enc·)' in 1.-.. -.,. 
7C;C• Muslim organisations were b.s.nned 

were later set aside by the Supreme Court, it marked the begin-

ning of a new era of intensified State repression. < 4 > 

Thus far, however, the limited nature of the State's intelligence 

has meant that its repressive activities have been severly con-

h~ve been operating on a high profile for many years, organised 

politica.l opposition ·fn:in-1 1·,ithin th,~ t-E~nk·s o·f the Mu.:31.i_rn corn·-

munity has only recently taken on such a public profile. {,s suc h 

there are important gaps in the State's intelligence; q a. p s i t j_ s 

< ~) 

In ~ccordance with such an appraisal it is important to note th~t 
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,. 

It .1s 1 •• lna.lJl('? to moVi:? din;.?c:tly against 1'"11 •• v:51.i.m on~anis.01tions, l"J(;:

cause the State simply would not be able to ensure the effective-

ness of repressive action. 

Of the three tactics employed thus far, however, it is clear that 

th(? i_v;:;e of det,2ntion 1•1.i.thout tt-5..s.l ic: inb2nded to fill g.,::,.ps in 

the State's intelligence. In this respect several prominent Mus-

1J_:Tt 11 iï:j_litant·3 1
' !-:-3.-..../e been de·t.s.ir:ed inclu.din1~ A,=i1rn-~.d C.3_·::.·=j_er11, 

Jamal-Ud-Din Hamdulay, Ashraf Forbes and Ashraf Mohammed. (6) 

The interrogation and torture of detainees, was an attempt by the 

State to break their morale and faith. 

Oetention without trial for the purpose of interrogation is only 

{1nother· equ..3.l l y cornmon ap-

proach has been to harass prominent Muslim leaders, forcing them 

j_ n t o t:-! ;< i l f? • The most obvious cases were that of Imam Hassan 

Solomons and Sheikh Abdul Gamiet Gobler. Ouring the 1985 upris-

ing they were in hiding from police. Eventually they were forced 

to flee for their lives. 

(: no J.e,,~; ,;j_çJnj.ficc,,.nt E·1t:-:·1ï1€-:-nt of c:un--cnt Stt\t€_;" _stré:\tegy 1tJD.s its 

a t t,:;:,mp 1.: l.:o d .i. ,,:;,::: n2d .i. t po pu. l ,a•.r· Mu.·:;; l im o l'"IJ ë:<.n j_ ',:;a. t.i.on ',; .. ~1n d l ic:ë:i.cfr:· r·::; . 

f=· <::•. r· t j_ c: u. J. "·'· r-· l y ,=~ ·i' 1 e c: t C': d .i. n th i ,,; r· (,· ,:; p (::- c:: t 1r1 a.,;. th<·:· t1 u. ::=, l i rn ,J u. d j_ c a. 1 

Cou.nc:.i.l (:-1.,J .C.) 1,,1!-i.i.i:::i-: h.:1·.,; (J"··/f::·r· 1.:1-,,,:· P<'l'.':ii.: Y''::ar· Ci(:?f:'?n '.::;1 .. tlJj,,:c:l.: to a. 
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pdrticularly vicious smear campaign. Operating through fronts or 

anonymously, the State has accused the MJC of corruption and 

,= . .>-cc:usa ticms th-:::-1 t have no 

-·-= -· - J_ r .::(.I_ L • 
( 7) 

Pamphlets have also been issued that make wild claims about 

prominent Muslim leaders, attempting again to discredit what are 

undoubtedly popular leaders in the eyes of the community. < 9 > 

It must be note that apart from limited intelligence about Muslim 

militancy in South Africa, the Apartheid state is also con-

pea.c e-1 C:1\/ i r,g r"1u.s li :n·5 Il 

i~hc.1 .2.r-i2 '1•:;JCiC1d ci tiz1~n·:; 11 cj·f this C1:]u.ntr-·/. Heavy handed repressive 

ffr 2 ·='· "=· U. t- f::• ·;:,. \0 J O U 1 d n O d O U. b t h a V e t h E.• ('? :' ·f 2 C t O "( d r i V i n •;J t h i "=· 

11 c ,~ 11 ·:=. f2 r- \' ·='~ t .i \/ e into the C1f t hc-? rnilit.:=,.nt 

11 iT:inc:ir i t '/ 11
• 

a.r: a.ppropr· ia l.:.0: pc,.i.n t in time to ë<.c t ar;Ja.in·3 t thi::: Mus 1 irn cornmu.n i ty. 
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CHAPTER :i 

NGK ATTACi< ON ISLAM AND MUSLIM M!LITANCY 

•· 

In October 1986, as has already been alluded to, the General 

Synod of the NGK spread its concern that Islam was being embraced 

< '9 ) 

( 10) 

The Synod \•J.~u-n,:?d Mu·s l im·s tha t: 

revolutionary actions and the incitement of people towards acts 

of terror would seriously damage the relationship between Muslim~ 

and the majority of Christians in· south Africa as well as endan-

'J .~ r- i r,,;l th;? pe.=t!= ,.~ ·:=1_t 1 ci::i-e;< j_ ·::, tence o ·f the \/.s.r ic!u.·3 ï·-e 1 iq i(Jï: ·:; '' . < 1 1 

should -::<.dopt to coui'1tet-a.ct the II Isla.nie on::.lE•.ught" the Gener2.l 

s·,,n (Jd .3.d ("J i:i ted 

the South African Police, Reverend Stoffel Calyn. < 1 2 > The 

proposal read as fallows: < 13 > 

11 I s 1.:3.:Ti j_ 'S 2 'r -:Ô{ l ·s,::? r-i:? l j_ l"J _i_ on E•.n d a. g re.,:i. t th r-r=?cJ. t to Ch r j_ ~; -
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thr"i::•at" to Chr-istianity, cn?-:.,tE·d a storm o·i' pr·otest in the Muslim 

community against the NGK. Despite attempts by the NGK to reduce 

the:· is-=.1;pc.:. involvF:d, to the lE·VE'l o·f mer-e r-eligious squ.=1bbles 

devoid of political ramifications, has revealed their'essentially 

political character. The fact that over two thousand Muslims at-

ter:d1~d -~.. pï_tb l .i_ c rTte,=:! tir:1;] fJr, the 2'7' th ·~ ·f C)ccJbe r- 1 •::/:3,~, called 
, __ 
i __ l_J 

reaffirm the Muslims· commitment to unity in the struggle against 

apartheid is clearly one example. That following a call made at 

that meeting, over two hundred Muslims defied an official ban and 

the NKG-Church in central Cape Town, yet another. Ho1•Jever, 

p1=.·~-h.=1.p·:3 ff1c,·st reli?\/a.nt ·='.r-e th,.? •=c11T:ff12nt·:; ff1-:.'"tde b'i th1;:1 i\Jt3~=:: i t·:3el -f, 

upon by youths in the townships of South Africa, poses the most 

(-; t ht-ea. t tha. t t r-5.n sc .. 2nd C--?\'1~n tra.d i t j_ori.3. l boge .. ;' s 

such as communism. 

It must b2 D.ppn?:ciëited tha.t ë:1.tternpts to highlight the ev€?r·1ts o-f 

(':· rn p 1 o / t:.ë· cl t o j_ n i t i a. J. l. y d c::.· p o 1 i t. i c i ,;; e th E-~ 1t, ho J. r::• i ,; ,; u. E-? 1 a. n d ,~. E· c on cl J. / 
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,!, 
•· 

the broad h.i.·=.; tor-ica l con te:-: t o·f Du tch F~ï:-?form,2d Cht-i-:5 tian i ty in 

South Africa, and the particular context in which the reiolution 

on Islam emerged. ( 14 > 

"\,h,th r·E·Spt::ct to theï",__!,-iill:21- it J.s important to not~? th.::i.t the NGf=:: 

is the Church of the majority of white Afrikaans-speaking South 

Africans, and is in an important sense the theological expression 

of Afrikaner nationalism. It has, furthermore, palyed an impor-

tant role in the shaping of contemporary South Africa, par-

ticularly since the Nationalist party victory in 1948. ( :1.:::; ) 

t·-.jC3t::: itsE·lf, it tT:u.·::.t be:1 nc,ted 1:r:.:1.t î:c,i- the p.=1.:=.t -fi:):--t~./ ~T'E.·2.rs the 

NGK has provided the theological basis for the phenomenon of 

Ç·:pE~rthE.•id. 

j_ -;;~.UE'. 

P:t t h,2 ·('o ref ron t o·i' t hj_ s s tr·u.g,:J l f::? h.,Is bE~€~n t hE· N(3f< Sr::?nd ing k;_~rk 

which under the influence of progressive leaders like Dr. Allan 

E:o,:::sëi. k hë,i.~=, rr:.·j F·c: tl'.=.·c:l t hE:' p r·o-·a pat-the j_ d s të:i.n c I'::? o î' the. 11 rno t h1::? r '' 

t e ë:1. c h i n c1 ~,; o î' t h e E: j_ b J. (;: • 
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I• 

In important respects the NqK's blind acceptance of Apartheid was 

evs·n laç_1çJing bE~hind tht·? "në•formist" nat.LU-f-J of the South African 

the NGK was thus an attempt to bring the Church in line with the 

current vein of political rhetoric. While Apartheid was accepted 

·='~ ·:5 di.?\/oi,j (J·f 1-r:ec: 1 o,;1 ic.s. l j Lt·5 t i 1= ica. ti,~r1 , no t ic,n ·s c,-f seper--:?.. tene·::.·::-

and mu.lti-n.::1tionalism ·;;til1 pn~·via.led (as indeed they still do 

within the ranks of state officials). 

Yet the 1 qc,r-
' ,_;. _ _! four-yearly Synod, 

were not only to bring the church in line with the current ideas 

Clearly an important element of presenting the 

i~iith the d.i.=:.s2ntin,;_l 11 d-3.u.ghter 11 ct-tu.1-che:= .. This mu.ch seems clear 

in the noticeable dissapointment Dr. Boesak and others showed in 

the NGK's failure to condemn Aparthied outright. f'.'.'.iccor·dingly, 2.n 

Islam montly argues: "td:. th,::? ·fore·fn.::;nt of th.i.s stn_1.gg l,~ hi.;;.s been 
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o·f the 8i IJ 1 c?. By the mid 1980's it has become apparent that the 

NGI< is inc t-E·asin•;J 1 y i~;olat.ed the mainstr-eam 0 i' 

.(1::S) 

bring the current line of NGK policy up to a point where it more 

the to' l E•C ti on of 

Or. Johan Heyns co the position of Moderator being a case in 

point. '{et the pr·e·:=.E·nt.:.1.tion oi: a 11 rE1 fc,rff,i·:::.t' 1 irn2.ge, st.r.ch a.s ,jid 

occur at the NGK's r~L~::l synod, was clearly also a move intended 

< 17 > 

t,Jrd.le su.ch .,1. r·i.<.clj_c2.l bn~·ak \•Jith p-:ët.st policy were never on the 

c a r- d ·s , j_ t 1·1 ·='· ·:::; c 1 e .2- r- t ha t , 1 i k •:-? t h e S ta te , t. h e N C3 r::: J. s ·='· b a. t -

r,-1 p.::1.r-ticu.lar· th(~ divide b,:~t\•J,c::,-=::n N2tior,alist and Cor,serv.'3.t.ive 

Party members and supporters led to some fiery debates during the 

Yet the sericusness of the crisis of credibility in which 

t h E.· t··-i c; r::: n Ci \•J 1 a. n ÇJ u. 5. :; h r:.=.· s , rn e .;:,. n t th a. t on t. h >:: s E· j "" 0= 1 , ;:, c:: , c: on :; e r v -=~- t i v e 

supporters had to concede ground. 
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With reqard to the question of Islam, however, it must be noted 

that within the synod there existed a groundswell of support for 

Os. Stoffel Colyn's counter-motion that, instead of a recon-

ciliatory approach, the NGK adopta confrontationist stance - a 

groundswell that transcended party political affiliation. 

oreciate this apparent contradiction between the supposedly 

posture viz-a-viz Islam, it is necessary that one look at the na-

ture of events outside the NGK that have shaped NGK perceptions. 

E· a. t- J. y .:;,: =~ 1 ·~ 8 2 t h e t··-~ i:; f< \•i -:., s bec o rn i n g .::,. \•J 2, t- e o f t h e I ·;; l -3. m i c 

ph,=:11_1::1~111__;r: a.nd ,-e·5c,1v·ed to s!=1t Ltp it·;; c;~:.Jn cc,rnrc:5_·:;sj_c:in c;t Enqu.ir'/ 

under the chairmanship of Prof. D. Crafford. 

The Commission of Enquiry's terms of reference were exceptionally 

\•J;~t-e to ;~;<.;:..mj_nf,? th•::? me.;:._n·:;; by \•Jhich a morr::? r~ff!-?ctive rnissionçi_ry 

program to the Muslim community could be developed. 

' The crux of Crafford's concerns were not Islamic fundamentalism 

pG:r·· s=;r:_,, but r·a.thet-· t.h,;:· impc~ct ë:t rnilit.D.ni:: Isl.c~rnic j_d,eoloç:Jy ·viould 

have on the youth. 
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1· 

The Craffo~d Report notes with alarm the growth of Islam amongst 

black youth since the 1976 Soweto uprisings. The NGK Synod noted 

with alarm the following recommendations: < 1 a> "Die Si.node is 

besorq oor die feit dat talle Jang swartmense en bruinmense veral 

n ideologfe wat die 

11 the iT:l-?·=:-·:=..3.!~ e o··f 1JcJd ' s j 1 1 ·= t i r ,-::. and c cJrn p.3. ·::,·=, i cJn . ' 1 < 19 > 

r-ep,::,r-t de.2-.lt Hith the rc,le o-f t-ius.lim lE:·-=1.ders in moves to fight 

< ::zo ) 

Prof. Crafford's report also made reference to the. influence of 

Libya and Iran as encouraging this process of militancy and 

"Hi::! s.3_j_d ra.dica.l r·îu.c;lim lea.ders \•Jho h-::1.d under-

,;ionF:: tr-.:::1.inin•J ir: Libya. j_r1 '';-,2volu.tionary rc:E?thc::ds'' \•l•::?re o'f-ferinq 

Islam to black you.th as a religion for the oppressed, in contract 

t o C h r· i ·=:; t .i_ '-'-'· n j_ t y \·J h i c h 1.·J .s. =; d c=-:: ·s c r- i b (~ d z~ ·:, t h 12 r e l. i g i o r1 o f t h ;:~ 

( :z 1 ) 
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of the leadership figures who advocate revolution in South Africa 

Alarmingly the Cra{ford report cites 

growing threat posed by Islam. 

Ir: conclu·:5.i..on, I ~·Jould 15-ke to ·:3tai.:i::.> that O·= Stcrf-f;2l Colyn'·:5 

coni't-ont2-.tionj_~.t r-es.olut5_on hE\VE? u.nitE-?d the Muslim COiflffïUnity of 

.:.~ t t.?-c k on I s l .2-.rr1. InstE•.=1.d o-f dividin,;:i the Mu-=-15-m cornmunit'/ in 

th.i_s CCjLtntr-\/, f~C3}=:: h-3.·3 -fa.cilit.::tted the gt-o~,.Jinq 1_1.r:it'-,1 c,-f the Is-

lamie brotherhood. 
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CHAPTER 5 

THE AHMADIYYAH DISPUTE 

.. 

The Ahmadiyyah dispute i~ a method used by the South African 

State authorities to divert Muslim energies into safely non-

political channels. 

the Cape Division of the Supreme Court handed down the judgement 

11 ~r he '::-E.1 C t-:.~ ,- i .::!.n f'-', hrn.:~.d i '/'l i.l ff1C1\/e1T,~.1n t s ta 11:ed rn i ::.:::. i cjn .3. r-..,l i .. 4cJ r- k in i t::. 

Qadiani form in 1946 in south Africa. In 1959 an Ahmediyya pub-

lication Al-Asr was started which after a long interruption was 

.::-,.!~ a. j_ n c c,n tin LtE-d ·;; i 11 c !=' "',-,1c-
.L 7 / ~·. Due to drastic action against this 

sectarian movement especially by the Cape religious leaders, Ah-

madiyya influence which was powerful in the nineteen-fifties and 

< 1 ) 

The Ahmadiyya dispute reached a turning point when the ''Ahmadiyya 

Ar:jum.:?,n I·:=:ha .. :?,t5- h-3.V•~ i!-:itia.t;~d pr-ocr,?,-=:·din,~-=.; th-3.t c:ou.ld ~-;ell lea.d 

t D the ~=,.,,,. J. e c, ,= t hE· rnc,,;q U.E! -::1 • .-i d c i:.:::-me tE.· r·y '' . ( 2) This issue raised a 

·,:; t o r- m \·J .i. t h .i. n t h 1:,? C p a. f-? Mu.,; 1 i if: c o mm un i t y . Ü f"I t \•JO S LI c: C e ,_; ':, i V f':? 

''d.i'.:.o,JU',;i.: -:3.nd a.bhor·r!~nc:e ,:..t th.i.~; C-:.1llou.·ë; a.,::t Il ( 3.) 
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to determine appropriate countermeasures a working committee corn-

prising of members of the Muslim judicial Council (MJC), the 

Council O"'i' Ma·~.s.ajid, th;2 Mu·::;lim Youth l'-1ovement (MYM), iJibla and 

the Call of Islam has been established. 

The President of the Muslim Judicial Council CMJC), Sheikh Nayeem 

t·1oh.:::..mmed, vehemt::·n t l '/ cc,ndemned the .;,1c ticin'.:::. o·i' both the f.1hmadi s 

and the Cape Supreme Court. H,'2 a;--,:;Ju,::2d th2.t, 11 thet-e 1.·:::. not 

religious freedom in South Africa, because that state has allo0ed 

the courts to enter into an issue that goes to the core of a 

< 4) He went on to reject 11 1•1i th con-

The militant statements of Sheikh Nazeem Mohammed reflected the 

·:c.en':.'.e o·f ou.tt-2-.ge th2. t en,:;iu. l ·ft::·d the Cape Mu.·;;l i11, commu.r, i t.y. Tht::· 

Ahmadiyya dispute has become a central focu.s for proqressive Is-

lamie organisations. 

The Mu.":',J.j.m You.th r·:ovr::::·rnent U·1YM) hë.l.s cJ.E•a.rly stre,;sed th-3.t thE' 

cl 5. ::; put.:::· \·i.,:,.,,, a. cl Ei· J. j_ t:,;_~ r· D. t€':! -=~. t t.€-,·rn pt to 11 rn in i rrr i :~ ,=.· t hr? d 1:::·s t rue t ive 

t hc:: Pr hrTrê:'a.Cl j_ ,,, • " < b > 
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I• 

"that r;11m.:.1.d.i.sm .i.s; !Jut orH? o·i' many anti-Lslam.i.c force:=.;, .' .. ,nd mov,~

ment workers should at not time over-emphasize or overplay cer-

the growing political consciousness of the Muslim community. 
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CHAPTER 6 

POLITICAL CD-OPTION OF MUSLIMS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

1· 

"They 1-,•j_sh you 1--ioulcl compt-omise, so that thi:~y can compr-omise. 11 < 1 > 

Political cc-option has rp~rh~d frightening proportions among 

Muslim community ~rose out of a 1988 conference held ~t the Rand 

P1·fr-ik2,-::\ïi·=· Uï1iver·~;ity (~:ti!J) pr-es.um-3.bly on ''Shat-i'ah'' ot- ''Islamic 

l.2,J:.J Il. 

The conf~, e!lLe was represented by several local and overseas 

The participants attended in good faith for academic 

Pu.t, \'fr! hope the s.2,r.1e coul d have been 

·3-3.id 2 .. bou.t the ff:C!ti\/.3.ti1-.:ïr:·3 CJ1= tl-ie Rancj Aft-ik-3-:3.ns Llni'v'er-si t·/.J s 

Centre for Islamic Studies. It 1s obvious that a Centre for Is-

lamie studies at an Afrikaans University • • L 
~ ... J ri l C 1 1 

of Afrikaner nationalism and apartheid in itself raises supici-

·;;-1.on. 

The Cent.r-e Jfot-· I_slë.Hnic Stu.ciies' intE·l lf,·ctu.,,,.l a.pproac:h does not 

differ much from the Orientalist attitude where Islam are treated 

By no stretch of 

· .::. ,-- · ::; i· · ,- ,-- r ::; ,- ·J· J- P · - 1- P 1 1 ;:=. ,- l· 1 1 ;, 1 d · c· r· r 1 1 • ·== P ·, d .1-m._ .. JJ.,i.._. _J_.J,1 _._ .• 1 _ 1 ..• .1.11 ·-- ·--- --··-· .1 __ , ___ , ___ r _, __ < •. n. intellectual bent 

of the Centre, by virtue of its v~ry location, be said to be any 

Afrikaans University constitutes. 
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I• 

state actor in close proximity to the Muslims. In the 1950's and 

1960's I.O. Ou Plessis - close adviser to P.W. Botha at the time 

triE·c! un·;;uccess·i'u.J.ly to lut-e Mu.slims into the evil o·f 

They succeeded in making some sectors of.Cape Town's 

iodate these s6-called Ulama have a record of 

nevE·t- utter-in•;:ï a 1•iot-d in condemn.3.tion D"i' u.nju·,:.tice, t-acism B.nd 

c+~+~ oppression in South Africa. 

Today senior members of the Jamiat-e-Ulama Transvaal enjoy that 

same proximity with the Centre for Islamic Studies at RAU and its 

-· - J_ - ·- --
..::~'- :_r_,r ·=-. The question must be asked why are these cler-

gymen so close to the Centre and in whose interest does the 

Centre works? Do their political and economic interests coincide 

J. n ·f a:·-.101_1.r- i,,c:1 .s. p n:,--.3.p.=.u- the id and pr,::,·-c-=',P i ta.lis t South A 'i' r ica.? 

Who attended the July 1988 conference? What were ·the objectives 

of the Conference? Who sponsored the Con·ference and who sponsors 

the Centre? What is the relationship between the Centre and the 

state security apparatus? What is its relationship with the 

various pro-5.mperialist mj.ssiological strategies of the rP~rti8n-

a. t·y chu r·c h,::·?·s .i.1·1 i.3Du th h ·ï' r· .i. c .;:;. ~ ,,·? i,; p!é?C i i,.,. l l. y t h1~ ï··.JGf<? 
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.. 

We have no doubt that some of the international and local guests 

But 1..re sincere l y bt~ l ieve 

the apartheid state and its Drientalist quislings. Academic and 

· m.e. t('2t- 5...'?. l <= 1 1 :-· ;·o•- -:- 1= Dt- 2.n in'=· t j_ tu t.i.Dn ~·Jh ic h \•Jot-ks a,;a in s t th=? in-

terest of Islam and MUslims should also be withheld at all costs. 

lh::~ Cent:--(:? -fc:r- Isla.:Tiic St1_tdiï=!·s .:.-:i.t F:A!.J h2.d 1_tr:2.'::-h.2.ff1.2dl:./ rerna.ini=c1 

silent on the NGK's attack on Muslims in 1986. The he3.d o·f the 

Centre, a Professor Kobus Naudé, enjoys a close relationship with 

that mountpiece of the South African government - the SABC - as 

=:.,-1-...,,-=,::.•- an,j co:T::r:,~nt.e.tor- on I·:=;la:::ic events loc.::1.lly 3.nd inter-na.-

I:' j_r·:deecl th::::.· Centt--2 \•la=· concerned ë•.bDu.t I==-la.n-1 2.nd 

ti-,e 2.c.s.!jt=_,rc1j_c dE·ba.te 1-E·le\/ant t.o ..::1.l l pE1 c:iplE~ in ~;ou.t:-: A-!"ricè., .2-.r:d 

especially the Muslims - which is a struggle for liberation from 

the evil and ungodly system of Apartheid. 

Historically, the Drientalist enterprise had always been that of 

defining the Muslim, controlling them and subjugating them in the 

Knowledge of a part.icular group meant power over that. 

IN brief the Orientaliser maxim is: 11 T o 1ti o r k i s t o 

,:;u.!Jj U.(J-:3. i.:,::," . 
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I• 

Ptl C!alam, a Muslim rnonthly, at-•Jl.li.:?d th(~ i'ollm'lin,J concerning the 

security apparatus in South Afric~ which according to P.W. Botha 

I t con-

tinues: 

strategically calculated proposals for the introduction of Muslim 

( 3 > Al Qalam also draw parallels with 

the Israeli experience: 11 In I ·::;r.::,.e 1 Mu.·:; l ir:: Pet-·::;on2. l L.=.:<.\·J =· :_,-._,,__ -

tiJ.t-es t-1.2-.-....,-e ~-Ltc ce·:.~--==· -f u. J. l '/ n-,.:..:;_na.1;ted te, kee p sE.•c ti cjn=- .ci f the t.l l arn.3_-

co-opted in plush positions as Qadis and Muftis in the service of 

-· J_ 

.:."". ·- IÏIU,der a.nd innocent 

F'.=1. le·::; tin i-3.n·::; 11 
• 

( ..q. > In Color:i2.l - l . 
f-)_ g e r J_ c:l. hë;_ve pointed out 

how in the throes of the revolution the Ulama were fully co-opted 

in the state-sponsored Qadi-structures where thev had to be 

jurors of their own oppression. 

Al Qalam has realiably learnt that certain individuals who con-

stitute the Transvaal Ulama actively serve on the censor board in 

terms of the Publications Act. 

bans issues of Al Qalam and other publications for they dare ex-

pose the injusti.ces perpertrated in South Africa. 
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1· 

It is not unn?ason,:,:,.IJlt:? to suggest that the Centt-e ate RAU and 

certain Muslim quarters are in cahoots and served as apologists 

for Apartheid and the State. 

I n c o n c 1 u. -=· .i. o n , j_ t i s -=l p p r· o p 1- i ë:i. t. e t o s ~:1. :,' t h a t " t o d a 'l i n S o u t h 

f~.~ ... 
Islam in the service of the unjust political authorities of the 

day and an Islam supportive of the revolutionary struggle of op-

i fft pl~:---=-~ t i ''-/?? Cr f j !_:. ·=· t j_ Ce Il • 
( :5) 

on wrongdoing intime corne to know how evil a turn 

thi"=!.i_r- di=:·~tir:ie·s 2.r-e bc1i_tnd t.c.1 t.=tke ! 11 <6> 
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1. Qur'an; 68:9 

2. Al-Qalam; July 1988; Vol. 13, No. 7; p.8 

3. Ibid 

4. Ibid 

5. Ibid 

6. Qur'an; ~L.~~7 
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CONCLUSION 

DLW ing n=:cE•n t yei:\rs;, Mus l .ims havE• come to play an inc r·easing 1 y 
j, 

act1Ye role in the struggle for freedom and justice. t-1.i 1 i.::S ton 1?·:;; 

involvement in the heroic uprisings of the oppressed and ex-

The Muslim population in South Africa can be proud of ·a tradition 

of resistance against the State. Muslims were exiled from South 

E2~st ~4;:.j_,=r_ ~,nd sent te) the c:a.pe b~:-ic,::;uc:.!==- the'/ becan1e .3. thr-e.3.t to 

the go\1 f2r-n :T:en t·:.:. J_ n t!-:i:? j_ t- ,::i~i.Jr1 coLtn tt- ies. It J_·:3 het-e that they 

were enslaved, but the strong spirit of resistance remained. 

J)ï_tc- in g 1 ~·:3:5, the i"'"1Lt .. s l i:T: )'CJ1_t th en1E·t-,;l2d a·:; a pc,~1.Je~--f Lt 1 ·f c,1-,_ t= .=tqa iris t 

the racist state. The streets were filled with youths and 

O -~r-c.r1t·= ,,.,!-1.--· 1 .. 1.::.1--1:::. -..·-;-=:..=i1--l-..., i-1u- 0,....01-t:.":.·=i- =7f,-,,,1·r:1·=+· tl-1p ·=t.~1-c:::i 
' ·-·· ' ~ ' - ~ '' ' ~ ' • ·- ' ·- ' s- _, - ' - 1 ' - ·- ~ - -· :.- ._, - ~ - ' -: ~ - -· - ~ • f) u. ,- j_ ri i;J 

t he·:::.e p>.=.· t- i od s. v.=.:. t- i c,1 1-=. o r-,;:!-3.n i ~:.a t ion=· ,·Je re r-eë.<.c t i va ted , 

Call of Tcl~m, Muslim Students· Association, Qiblah and the Mus-

lim Youth Movement. Out of these organisations strong leaders 

c;~1.u.~.e. These organisations form part of the Islamic Movement in 

Sc;U. th r:.1-f ~- i C-~- • Imam Abdullah Haroon who died in detention on 27 

September 1969 remains one of the great heroes of Islam in South 

(-; ·j' ,.- _i_ ,:: -::l .• 
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I• 

Tc:: sti"f-fle th::? rnilitancy that the earliet- Muslims shm-Jed, th1:? 

State positioned Dr. I.D. Du Plessis to make inroads in the Mus-

l :i.1ï1 commu.n i ty. !-li:=· intt-oduced th12 concept of "Malayism" 1.;hich 

categorises Muslims as Cape Malay. This strategy adopted by the 

impact of the Islamists. The State has also attempted to co-opt 

Muslims by extending all sorts of promises o~ ~oodwill ta them. 

t.aJhi 1 s.t cin i:.he c"Jne h-:?-.nd· .:"3.doptir-:g se\/et-e repre-=.si '-/e rr1e;:·:1.::.:_tr-e~., i"Je 

h2.ve s. l ·::;o s.s·en the Sta te n=2sor-t1 ... ng to co-opt.i.n,;i tho·:;,:2 Mus l ims, 

i .. Jhc1 :Bc,th.::,. cle·=.ci-ibe·:= .. 3-::. 11 r·t~::-pect.E·d ~1i_r.::.lirn citi2en:=. 11
• At the 

th.i·5 ·5tr-at!~':]"i '- - -11·='· ~ been the S:.'.;BC, 

This propoganda mouthpiece sought to project Islam as 

Thi·::. 

\•Ja·::; cleat-l.y .;_;_pparent i'rom the ht'!avy emph.=:>,::-i=:- Dn the P,hma.dij'/-3. 

1s·s11,=,. 

Mo s t r e c en t J. y , i n Oc t o b 2 r 1 9 8 ,:.-:, , ~; e sa \0 J t h t'2 c ou. n t E· r me a.su r es 

against Islam taking on another dimension. This t.i.me it was the 

:::; ta. i:.E· chu rc h, t hr:::· t-J(3f( 1·; ho, \•; i th i ts ë:1 t tac: k on I '::- J. ë<.rn :- sou.g h t no t. 

only to belittle and discredit Islam, but also to drive a wedoe 
' ~ 

out of the revolt of 1985. 
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The Muslims of South Af~ica have to provide a synthesis between 

their Islamic ideals and the South African reality. Thf! Islamic 

Movement in South Africa should therefore make Islam a practical 

and E:·i'f•:::ctive me.;Ins tel bt-ing about chan,;ie her-e in out- beloved 

Although Islam has a strong revolutionary message, we have been 

Almighty God 

asks us in the Holy Qur'an: 

Men, women and children whose cry 1s: 0 Lor·d, re·;;cue 

1-t·s fr-otï1 this tc:i .. ;n, ~:.Jh(J·::;,:::, people 2 .. r-e L'P}-'r c:·~·::,t.Jr ·::; 2 .. nd ra1_·~2 fi::it- Lts 

ft-om Thee one \•Jho \•Jill pr--otE.•ct and onE.· 1•1ho \•Jill help.'' The Mu·=--

lims of South Africa can play a dPriGiVP role in the destruction 

of racism and capitalism with the revolutionary message of Islam. 

Those Musiims ~ho see themselves as activists have to face maJor 

chc1.ll,::::nge·::=. o.=- their ~:-tru.ggle 5.s a.l::-O to articuJ.ate ë•.n Islëi.rnic 

Islamj_c identity and sacred Islamic pr1nc1ples. 

The conditions in South Africa are conducive for us to start ac-

tj.vating our organisations and structures. The current polilical 
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the future of the country. Therefore, the Muslims as part of the 

broader South African society should become actively invcilved in 

the eradication of Apartheid. 
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-- - • SPECIAL REPORT ---- ---------------------

T 
HE BJ .K••P has .shed 
its romantk tourist 
guide clùak and 
becomes a ··no go" 
art.::a for visitors 
lusting alter colourful 
ethnie. 

This unique corner of Cape 
To,rn useJ ta be a highlight of the 
tùuriH itinirar)'· \'isi1ors ''took il 
i n '' s ù m ~ u.· h e r e b t? tu: e e n th e 
compul;or;• cable-car ride and the 
mdlvu.· afurnovns in the u:inelands. 

A pr.-e.ncl ,'X: 

The 
A 

lier• western palates could 
experiment wlth splcy dishes whlle 
proud locals spun staries of princes, 
slaves .and rebellious noblemen. 
Arabian Nights ln Upper \Vale 
S1reet. 

Tourlsts clattered down the 
stecp cobbles past the tumbledown 
ruins of Chlapplnl Street. They 

·excused the shameful neglect of 
crumbling Georglan facades as part 
of the "'quaintncss"' o( the quarter. 

They marvclled at the few 181h· 
century bulldlngs that have bcen 
beautlfully reslored. Then went 
away and bought watcrcolour 
reproducllons downtown, Crom the 
cottage craft shops. 

The Bô l<aap was a nlce, quiet 
area where the curry slmmered 
timelessly. Once a year the coons' 
palnted faces persplred behlnd 
mlrror sunglasses and everyone 
,vas Jolly on eue. 

Bô Kaap: 
restless 

picture postcàrd· 
BUT the characters ln the 

Cairy-tale (abrlca1<d for the 
cam.:-r.S-biellied curious have 

SLlS.?d a miner re\·ôh. 

Thq•'\'e Slepped out of the 
pho10-studies to say peeling pain! 
isn't picturesque. it's uncom
f.>rtaol,. Peopl, are li\'ing thcre, 
amùng th< ulk of Georgian 
heri1as<. most of Il falling d~"·n 
3rùunJ th~m. 

The locals ln the "Malay 
Quarta"' sar the1• are tired of 
~mîlin~ f.:,r th~ pù:lilc.,,rJs anJ lhis 
inshr..·nc, on ··1,..'uriu .ucractiiJn"'. 

BJ Kaap guide lshaak 
.-\ t- r.,, h .! m , s .! ~· s hi s for m c r 1 !r' 
p .... p·ul.u u.·J.lking tours of th~ ar~a 
.,r.: n .... u.· .., 1hin~ or th.:, p . .ut. P.:1..lpl ... • 
h.1\·~ thr-.~31-:"n.:-J him u:ith ~ngq,• 
r.:.1,ti ... ,ns if h.:- brin:;,> an~' morl' 
··~ hit.:s·· tiJ s.1u.·h anJ h.,,pp~··snap. 

Thi~ pJ.rt ._,f th, .. cit~· (:\br..,h.llllS 
.. -.sils it "th .... spirituJ.I an,.:strJ.1 
h .... mt or th, Capt ~iuslims'') is th.! 
onl;· 1Sth·c.?ntur!,.' tau:nscape le!t in 
SvLith AfricJ. 

• • I t' s \' e r \' un fart un a te th al 

poliilcal emollons are runnlng hlgh 
no"··" says Abrahams regre1fully. 

THE feeling among the area's 
9 000 lnhj\bllanlS ls lhat they 
don'I u,:anf ta ll\'l' ln a "zoo'', 

'"People don't llke belng looked at 
as mus~um-plcces, ralhcr than 
humJ.n bl'lngs.·· says ,\chmal 
DH•ld, or Longmarkel S1rect, 
author of s~."·cral v.•orks on South 
Africa's Muslim com11lunlty. 

''The nrcil nccds to be 
li,'\'l'l~,p,•J as an lnh~grnl pnrt of the 
cit~·· no( 5011\l'lhlng cul arr and 
diff..-rent. \\'hal resldenls nlalnly 
abject 10 ls th~ ldea lhal the ur.:,a 
needs 10 be upgraded for Ils 
hiSlorlcal value and tourlst 
possibililles ralher than because lt 
is a neglected area v.•hcrc people 
lh.•e," 

BUT lt's hard ta Ignore the 
"'lilslorlcol value" of the Dô 
Kaap. lt goes a lot deeper 

than Just the romantlclsed cal! of 
the muezzin, mouth-watcrlnn 
rcclpes or nn!Jlroc1,c (coons). 

\Vay back ln 19•15 1 D du Plessis 
wrote of lhe place: "No plcture of 
llfc at lhe Cape wo11ld be complelc · 
wllhout the !l•Y colours odded by 
the local Moluys (the more 
accepted lerm ls Muslhns). 

"The Fca'st or The Orange 
l.enves, the wccldlng ccrcmony, the 
rhythmlc sword trlitl watclicd ovcr 
!,y Challfn (l<hall(n), chairs 
mnrchln9 throu!]h the allcys of the 
Malay Quarter from dusk to dnwn 
la slng lhe Old Year out nnd lhe 
New Year ln, the sudden slght of 
masque arid minaret - wlthout 
these Cape Town'• canvas would be 
ail the poorer." 

Dut thlngs have changed:. 

The S0u1h-Eas1er1 December 1985/Jenuery 1906 

,, ·, 
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\. \ ,1 ... .... 
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Every Friday the laithlul galher in the 11 mosques of the Bô Kaàp, includin~ thi1, the larges/, in Chiappini S111el. 

* Hlstorlan and author l D du 
Plessis ls not that -popular ln the 
"Malay Quarter" nny more. Some 
people say he was patronrslng and 
Ignorant about Islam. * The Musllrn Chairs wlll nol take 
to the slreets l·n thelr multl· 
colourcd salins thls year because of 
the unrest. * Imam A M Saban of lhe 
Chlapplnl Street Mosq"ue - lhe 
blggcsl ln thls part of lown where 
lherc are 11 mosques - •ays 
l{hallfa dlsplays and conns have 
nothlng to do wlth Islam or Musllm 
culture. 
. Dut most Important ls the fact, 

say the resldents, thal lhls •hould 
n'cvcr have bcen a Musllm Group 
Area. Orlglnally lt was a place for 
cvcryone - all races and rellglons 
- llvcd happlly togelhcr nnd lhat's 
the way thcy wuuld likc lo see lt 
unaln. 

Not the "Malay Quarter", but 
on old and lnterostlng part of 
areater Cape Town, ls all lhey want 
to be, 

The Scotsche l<loof Clvlc 
Association lias had lo flght 
several bailles wlth the au1horltles 
lo allow non-Musllms the rlght to 

stay - though mosl have llved 
there ail thelr lives. 

THE problem ls compounded 
by a serlous houslng 
,hortage. Developmenl ln the 

area has been ,low slnce the City 
Councll ·proclalmed the area a sium 
and expropria ted a large tract of 
land north of Upper Dorp Street ln 
1934. 

Aller the expropriation the 
councll allowed more !han hall of 
lhe original buildings to go 10· ruln. 

For the rest, ,hortage of lunds 
and a remarkable Jack of official 
concern has meant ,cant 
re,loratlon and a neglected 
herltage. l!ardly what happened ln 
Tulbagh aher THE eorlhquake. 

"(People) dld nol Lelleve the 
1934 action was purely for loealth 
reasons for lt took lhe City Councll 
almosl 20 years lo r .. tore lhe lirsl 
15 dwellings and only slnce 1970 
have a rur1her 52 be~n restored. 

'"lt ls clear therefore that for 
almost 40 years a generatlon has 
grown up ln dwelllngs whlch were 
consldered health hazards," wri1es 
Achmat Davlds ln hls book 
Masques of the Dô l<aap. 

But one lmpÔrtanl b·ulldlng· that 
has been saved lrom official apathy 
ls the Bô Kaap Museum ln Wale 
Street , • , • do111n the road from the 
unpalnted walls .. -lth posters and 
graffiti urglng boycott support and 
"light apartheid emergency". 

Bullt ln 1768, the museum ls the 
oldest building ln the area and for 
many generations 111a• the home c,f 
the Effendi family. lt 111as restc,red 
by lndustrlali,t Anton Rupert. 

AFTER the National Party 
came lo power they 
declared the Bo Kaap a 

Group Area for Mu,lim• ln 1952. ln 
the uctlon of· the Bô l<aap kno .. n 
as the Malay Res1ora1loo Area, 68 
dwelllne• wer• subsequently 
renovated. 

Conlractr.1u are currently bu1y 
bulldln9 106 more (,orne 111ill he 
new houses and others will he 
re~tored) as well as a cc,mmunity 
centre al the top of Wale StreeL 

Sc'otsche Kloof Clvlc 
Ass'oclarlon chalrman Hassan· 
Gasant estima tes, hou.:eVer,. that 
about 600 lamllies are ln diro n .. d 
of homes. Even more lmportan1, the 
homes belng bull! are going 10 be 
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.iost ies in 
tumbl.::do\1.:n buildings -u.-ho need 
.'\..7,.,mm .. ,J.,,ti..:in. 

G.:uant s,;,vs peüpl.:: u:ould ha.._.e 
op11Lj Cùr li?ss 1?,.pc?nsi\.'1? d\.L·i?lling~ 
h•d they been consult<d. "'The 

- importance of the architectural 
herilage cannot · be put bd ore the 
n.::t"Js of the pè'ople. 

"'lt's • rnatter or building hous<S 
-.·e can arlord. Our first need ls 
homes - not houses that u:ill fit 
into the area !or historical 
r.zas.:;ns."" 

CHL\PPl:s;( Street Masques 
Imam Saban bemoans the 
ract that sa much ol th< 

'\:ultuii:?" connll!cted u..-ith Islam and 
Sùught 3.ftir b~· the \"isitors has 
nothing t.:> do u,ith their religion. 

"l rejact th< coons and Malay 
chairs a, totally un·lslamlc. The 
first of J.anuary has no significance 

·rvr ~1uslims - u·e use a difforent 
cal,nJor," he sa~·s. 

"Prancing and dancing ln the 
stri'.zts stan.::d u·ith the sl.a\.'es once 
a !,.'e.:,,r u:hè'n they u·ere gi\"è'n some 
freej..lm for a da~·:· adds Gasant. 

Durin~ .a 1 .. ·ngth)• chat u·ith the 

Fram the top of th• ,teep 
co!,b/,d streets of las/ cenlvry 
lh• Malher Ci/y looks J/arkly 

m~dr!-rn. 

6 

Bô Kaap tovr guide 1,h;,ok 
Abrahams say, white visiloTJ 
aren't very welcome in lhe area 

anymore. 

Imam and clvlc assocl;,l·lon 
orllclals 11 became cleu;dhal 
pclltlcal tensions ran deep. The day 
belore, o·ne ol the assoclatlon"s 
executlve members liad ,been 
de!alned nnd pelrol-bomblng. 
stonlng nnd the shootln9.ol-n pupll 
had turned the nô Kaap lnto 
anytlilng but n 1>lcture poslcard. 

Achmal Davlds says whltcs arc 
"'no! ail lhal wclcomc"' ln the IJÔ 
Kaap nt prcsenl, !,ut secs lhls as a 
lemporary pollllcal tension. 

"'ll"s a plty bccausc we have a 
lot to show them ln lcrms of our 
cultural hlslory. \Ve nre an lnlcgral 
pari al Cape Town. 

"'Bu! whcn tensions eâse people 
\V 111 no l b C I ha l n g g'r e S s IV c. 
Heccntly -• white man was rolibcd 
ln the nrca· on .. J•.,,,.~.Jl-"1-~>'Y mornlng 
nntl the CO!.U,rtift1wy WjJ~:~.ery An!)ry 
nbout I~.~- ~ ,: :, 

"Tltff~~ ()W crime ccif~n_nd n 
sclllff'9", munlty whcrc tho c".1;\11.,p 
dc~~C' rrom the norm n'h~,, 

' 'ost_.f,~,J · ·d.'' s;,ys n.,vlds. whn s;~,\ 
J~r: Jcc dlrc~lor r~r the Mus 1;,~-\-·. 
A .·cm ly •. _. 0 ;./: 

. ',, · SIDÉ'NTS si lhcy have no/ 
· ~l~_ca whcre \hc conlcn c,J}, ; 

. ,,,v>athcllc polltlcnl lma <,)~, 
,,._ ' '< ., 

Tho South-Eostor, ô;(éem 1985/Jo ry 19 6 
.. ~ ,tJ ,.,\ ,r.V 

t 

l 
' 

·.·: 

' .. · .. ~.•·. ".') 
tl (aap -"-,s o,•-•--•-il 
Ir 1yho vlds' k 
Mos<1ues 01 The nô Kaap records 
lhat lhere was a maJor clash 
bclween rlollng Musllms and the 
aulhorltles way back ln the 19th 
century. 

lt happe'!_ed al the Tana Baru 
cemelery on 'the slopcs of Signal 
Hill, 'the oldest Musllm hurlai· 
ground ln South Afrlca whlch was 
ln use untll 1886, when Il was 
closed down ln lerms of the Public 
Health Ad. 

ln January lhat year, Iwo days 
aftcr ihe closure ol the Tana llaru. 
Musllms burled a chlld there ln 
dcllance ol the authorllles. 

"'Hlotlng broke out and law and 
order was dlsrupled for lhree days 
lherealter ln Cape Town. The 
cemélery rlols ol 1886 were 
probably the most slgnlllcant 
events ln the 19th cenlury hlstory 
of' thé Cape Musllms," wrltes 
bavlds. . Ti11s ls pnly part of the hlslory 

lourlsls used to learn on· nô 
Kaap tours. For the rest, the 

talcs !rom Scolsche Klool are 
varled and la,sclnallng: 

Severa! promlnenl early Cape 
Imams (prlesls) arc burled ln the 
Tana llaru wllh the besl-known 
bclng Imam Abdullah Kadl Abdus 
Salaam. 

He wns a prince !rom Tldore ln 
the Tcrnate Islands and wa's 
brought lo the Cape ns a prlsoner 
ln 1780 alter havlng allegedly been 
lnvolved ln a consplracy wlth the 
Engllsh ngnlnsl- the Dutch 
colonlall61s ln. the Ens!. 

Tl;e Musil;,,s al the Cape were 
denled thelr holy book, the Qur'an, 
al the lime bu! whlle capllve on 
Rol>ben Island the prince wrole four 
lull copies of' the Qu"ran !rom 
memory. 

He also wrole works on lslamlc 
Jurisprudence whlch l,ecame the 
main rc(crcnce work for lhe Cape 
Muslims ln the 19th ·cen'tury and 
was .responslble !or the flrst 
or9anlsed Musllm school ln Cape 
Town. 

As n rcsult ol these 
achlevemenls he was awarded lhe 
tille Tuon Guru (Masler Teacher). 

"'lie had great mysllc 1,owers 
and many lcgends have been woven 
aruund hls Ille," ,talcs Mosques Of 
The Liô l(aa11. 

One such legend clalms Tuan 
Guru collld tùrn vegetahlcs lnlo 
stone. Acco·rdlno to lhc slory. he 
wns w11licln!J acros, Hlcl1ccck 
Squnre on !Ils way ln Luy 
v·cuetalllcs when he spolted a 
!armer wllh a carlload ol sealed· 
l,u!JS. Whcn Turin Guru nsked whal 
lhcy conralncd, the !armer replled 
faccllously: "'Stones."' 

1 . 

ABOVE: Sheikh Abburr~ghiem S~lliè of lhe Chiappini Slreel Mosqve in 
lhe tradilional dress of a Mvslim cleriè. BELOW: The cvrator of the s.; 

K~ap.Mvseum, Mr Gamal-Dawood, in the mvsevm's bridai chamber. 
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i t. ,: p r i :, .. - ... r.: !, p ,., n .! ,· j h \' 
1.·:...·;-.i;::; 1~: .. · t·.,s:; .1nJ l.1h.·r th~ 
i.!.r1::,•: 1.·:1:1..!. t,l t:i:; Ji!'-lll.l\", th.H 
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:-:.-.:.- ii .. · r;..:.Jh·.t l·t:" in s,·.Hd, ,,i 
Y ... ~:: 1...~.::t,. h !:., .~t-li:;.·.i hin: :,r 
: , :-:.·r;:·.:; hi;. :~.·;.~1.,,·:- 1., th,·ir 

A
,:,, '.\'i..ilf!~·s ~I.\\," -- thÎ:i 1.'lh.' 

.. - .! ;\ :-:ill ,·I, .:.11\ 1',· iJ,·ntiJÏ,:,i 
...... - i; tho1t ·,,i .-\~1:b.1~r 

\'::. ;·.:1 \,I".,' \\ ,1:,. ~l .. •L::hl l:,·1,• Ï\\ 

1.:-::,:,: .•.' .1 :-1•11111.:.\1 ~1.i,t.· lo' th'-'. 
, . .-.! '. ,· ~:..: i :,::~'. 
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• ..• ,',\ \, 1·.i,· :; h.- h 1,11,· 1 h,· 
,: ••. •.:.1 ... :1.: 

t; ~ .J :, 1 \ 1 :: 1: · .. • t,: ., 11\ ,I: Î u:: 1 lll :l 

.: : :--. i: ~.;. 1 i.: ..! 1 "\ • r.: s. 1 L.: 1 i 1::. t 

.-=-.::.:-..:..'".:,:- ~- .:.l. .... ~~ ~ 1 Îlt.:11 in 

. ..:.. : .::. :- : .: i.:: 1 ;· t ~ ~ .! ~~ :1, 1 i :n 1..: .i .! .: r. 
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