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The dissertation investigates and explores the growing
phenomenon of Muslim militancy iIn Scuth Africa since Y83 and
tne concertso ettorts of the Apartheid State to neutralise it.

ihe growing phenomenon of Muslim militamfy and the growth of
Islam was demeonstrated vividly in  the township protest of

198S. For the first time this century/Jslam began to assert
its ideological power. Almost overnight the townships of the
Western Cape ,particularly,were forced to accede a new

Torce on the terrain of ideology .

Over the last few years the Islamic phenomenon has suddenly
attracted the attention of a cross-section of South African
society ranging From the State ,churches and academics

This dissertation is a contribution to South African social -
and cultural history ,and more specifically,it is an addition

to the growing number of studies on the history of Islam in
South Africa .



INTRODUCTION

fs the Fretoria (Apartheid) regime became more desperate in

crushing popular opposition to its discredited "New Deal", <22
b _" -

the plight of a substanbial number oFf Muslims committed to end

Apartheid in South ATrica also worsenad.

The bruatalifty of b Boths reglms escalated in proporticn to the
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by the majority of the oppres=se
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h =0 =SER N

- e - Oy Es M - = T e e e T o - Py e b o =2 2= Yy e
during the 17235 - "G4 2T enSroency. & numbsr oFf Muslims
atitill to the Oibla Movenmsnt and chbhers linked to the United
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Democratic Front have besn held in =tenticn for an averaos of

mors than a year. “rominent amcong theEm wers Achmat Cs .
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fwo PMouslims, fAchmed Cassiem and Yusuid Fatel, along with five
SThErs s o Brangs, VYincent batihuryiva, Es-

L, Taced alleged charges of ter—
Forism a3 defined in Lsros of the draconian Internal Securiby ot

amd furthering the ains of the banned FPan Africani=st
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(P A.C0Y. Gnobher group Ln Caps Town were on trizal for

billing a sscurity guard during an operation which involved an

attack on a2 liguor ouiblst doaring 1935 in Cape Town's suburb of

Arhlone. The Tive Muslims invalwved in this trizal were MNazir
Bhawoodien, Sayid Gheed Bhasocdlien, Mosgamat Yousuf Gbhrahams,

Foaehudden Abranaess and Hayesen Abrahams.
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Bizuth Africa’'s nearly half—-a-million FMuslims made a polibtical ilo;-

thanm Lfheir nuserical strength, a visiting Muslim
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Muslim comaunity in Sowvth Africa and the Cape
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"However, the synod saild Muslims should enioy Tresdom of
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ion, while Christians shouwld at the same time discourage

Muslims Trom participaticorn in revolutionary action." <72

MG, regort by Cratford alsc its concern
L oT v gaining £ oanong bla

zaw it as an ally in agalnst ",

The tenocr of d=. Colvyn's which sdopted at the
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a mathod of diverting Muslim soergles into
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Thera 1 evidence to prove that the a

pich concerned about the growing
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amongsh South Africa’s particularly in the Capes. X

contin remindsad

lims were inuously eir cao-operative and
toleranmit gast

The past decads have been a watershed in the history of Islam
South ATrica. £il Bradlow asssris that "the growing militanc
o7 the Muslim community has been matched by inciresasing
repres=ion” <100

He Turthee arguss thab: "Lhres malin governmant stirateglies
eqmzroged to counter fhe threzalt of militant Islam: the naked us
oF T othe "thrsat" of Isla

(mpa] mai i =N
maciyya lszus Lo divert the energies of the Mouslim Communsty "

=c

Thi political transd that South Africa is currenltly

periencing has evoked extramse optimismn, disszapointmen

Seyatin Gfrican Maslins who

and anxieiyy. are an., Lntenral

the brosder South Gfrican society display simillar sentiments.
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This was most shrikingly brought to Tore by the "historic" Na-
tiormal Muslim" Conderencse convened at the University of the

Western-Cape, in Caps Town Trom 4-5 May 1970,

Marny or most Moslim organisations and leadsrs hold strong and
the critical ilssuss contronbting the nascent na-
fiom at this crucial stags in the historical soiowrn.
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TAbkLtudes.

(Honours dissertation, University of Cape Town, 1987); an
unpublished essay of Abdul Rashised Omar on the Impact of the
Death inm Detention of Imam Abdullah Haroon on Cape Muslim
5

{(Honouwrs dissertation, University of Cape Town, 1937)

The PF.AC., is & breakaway qgroup Trom the ANMC o and is con—

Fuuslim Yisws
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M.E. Herk —~ Largsst church in Scuth ATrica, representing 404
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of 211 whites and &74 of 21l &Sirikansrs.
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Grabia, February 1987: p.b&



AFPARTHEID 'S "NEW DEALY
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CHAPTER 1 :

REVISITED A MUSLIM'S FERSPECTIVE:
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[t became clear to the governmanlt towards that lakter part of thes

12507s that the existing Yorm oF Apartheid could no longer bs

retainsd. The Government had two choices: eithsr produce a "new

of Apartheid in lineg with contsmporary standards or ac-—

2ility of & racially mixsd socisty. IL chose thse

it 2 At the time, Dr. Hendril Verwosrd <32 admitted
before Farliament that the Homeland policy was ilmpossd as a

0T exisrnal press=urs, I 1941, he told FPa = ¢&2

Torm of Tragmesntaiion which we would not have liked i
we wiere abls bo avoid it. I the light of the oressurs
binmg exsrted on ath Aftrica thare is, however, no

m
tam ]

doubt that evenbually thi=s will have to bz do
the whites cowld have continued to rule over everybody,
with mo dangsr Lo themszelves, bthey would certainly nave

J

ooy B Do BT Howerser . we have to besar i mind ..o

chosen

rew wisws in regsrd Lo haman rights L oL the powser of
the worldd and world opicnion and owr desire o preserve

LTS L e
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This plan was necessary Lo prevent the complets sacrificing o
Apartheid and the presarvation of white domination. The creation

of homslands meant that "blacks" would become citizsns of Ltheir
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womelands and allow the Government to argus

wmodatad onlitically.

This racliet policy w adapted by Zionist Israsl against its

e e
Fals=stinian subiescts.

The Crises of the State

Mow we hawvse the Rspublic of South Adrics Constitution AQct <72

beforas us. fg=in wes ashk: “wivy did bhe Maticnalist FParbty changs
its policy®" I+t has often besen =aid that ths Scuth Atrican State
is im & cCrisis.  This means thal the State is not fulfilling ths
roles which the social system recguires it to fTulfill, i that sys-
tem 1s tio survive. Apartheld is in & crisis. This idesal,
brought into thnes world and held beforse “white" South Africa as an

all-snicompassing policy of racial ssperaltion is beginning to dis-
integrate.  Furthermors, the Apartheid State is also sxperienscing
2 Crisis of

legitimacy .  I€ knows that Lt doss nobt enioyv the sup-

port of the majority of the people and 11 makes variows atiempis
,

teo show Lhalt L4 dos

g

€®>  The South African government’ s way of

Lackling this crisgis is Lo reform bthe polifical sysben., Tihe

media and some governmsnl propogancdls

rtation of the status quo - "a shtep in Lhe
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retorm in South Africa

gqua but it iz rather 3

status gquo.

fhis or the Fopula-

rration Sot ¢
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Arcording o

"coloured”
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decisions now taken by Farliament will rest with bthe Presidaent.

\

The FPresident will be elected by a group of mambers of Farliament

50 From ths "white" House of Assembly; 25 Trom ths "colourad"
Hous2 of Regresentatives and 13 From the "Indian oT
Deput The MNP maijiority in ths Houss of fAzzeonbly will enabls
them toral collegs. . Thers-
T, Fresidant. Sincs tﬁe
"colourasgh v 23 members and the YIndian" Houss
only 13, thse MP'= cholos mush prevail.

& to snsurs that the variocus groups retain
control has bsen writisn into the constitution. The nsw con-
stituticon is therefore bGuillt en the division of dutiss of govern-
meEnt into "own" and "oznsral" atfzirs, with the racially based

Jeally ar differentially atfect 2 population
groug Lin relabion to the mnalntenance of its ldentifly and tihe
upholding and Turthesrance of Lts way o 1ife, oculture, traditions

s boms't ., whicih

are common too sl

giroups.  fAn exanination of the provisions, shows that groups have

‘Oenrr et tairs".

Lichle powsr o decide on Lheir for miangle
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education, which is an "own affair". pDecisions to be made by any

group on educaticonal matters are subject to general legislation

H]

in relation Lo:r—

1 norgms and standards for the financing of running and capital
—osksg

2, anhd conditians of emploveent of stavi, and

=, norms and standards for svllabl, examination amd cerhifica-

Unoce the above conditions are complisd with, thers iz little room

Tor a i ular ogroup to exsrcise a2 policy.  Also =211

provisions of the Group Areag Act.  Therefore,

evern 1m Miown e, the NP enforces its policy on osvery obher

roup participating dn the new constitution. The motive is guite

=traight forward: the whole range of Aparthsilid principles is
7/

enzhrined  in th2 consiitution.

Gt this point the preoposed struchture of bthe legistrature warrants

ML MET O one central FParliament comprising Three Housss is

szmbzly will be the chamber of "whitszs"

'_r bz Hiow

aroup will elect the members of its Howse of s own

viobzer ' s roll and deacide 1o Lts own chambsr an Lhs "ownr atfairs'.
The  "ooloured House, (House of Fepresentatives) willl hawve 85
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"Trdian” to no "black" formula s maintained throughout

. (
Tormula means that the

stitution.

will

t

"whita"

e

Frgesidernt s Council and control all public atiairs fto thes
sion of all. Morz importantly, the constiitutional foraugls
remains, only with a new Yaos. Thi=s

(ol Ry

fricans”, buwb it is premised on

DEFma on bthe irreversability of the
homsland system. Under thes guise of "powsr sharing", ths new
sthnic

coim

The Muslim' = Standpoint
How should we Foslims react to a conshitution that is

raRCLsmT [=lam not ocnly recognises egualiby botwsen all
irrRspective of race, oresed o nationality bout 1t makes

reality. Cod Almighty s=avys in Lhe Holy Dur’an:
"O Mankind! we have viou from a male and
God make you into nations and  Lribes, =0 that you

cach others.

Brow azsch obiner

who is mosth

ez

o . - - e o -
o7 yond i b G

Gond acdudres:

s

that all rwman beings are brothers.,

mankind, acol et oonly believers, L

righteous"

. oan



Matlana Mauwduodi <212 i his boolk | "Human Rights in Islam", states

far the

M

thalt divisions into nations, Lribes, races and groups Mis

sake of distinction, so that psople of che race or tribe may meest

d be acguantsad withh the people beElonging to another race or

pey e s Les

tribe and co-opmrative wiith ons ancther"., <*=22 More importantly,
" divisicn ... is neither msant for one nation to breat

another with contempt o disgrace or

ocrE of his saylngs:
“Ho frab haz any csupsriority over & non—fArab. Nor doss

haveE any supEtrlority over a black man, or oa

black man, any sepsriority over & whits man. Yo are

all children of Adam and 1AM WaES O

Muszlims therer{oe

Dizal", beceauss the Apsriheld laws remain ths basiszs of thz Baw

Comstitution. fipartheid is based on the belisf that there iz no

Llity of peoole who do nobt shars the

s backgrourd,  The Holy Gor’an howewver,

indecd possible

iiliation ard uniby

seet Dl may be. With regard Lo justices, the Holy Gur’an
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"O ve who belileve! Stand out FTirmly Tor Jjustic

o

e, as
witnesses to God, even asz against yowrselves, or yvour
parants, or your kin, and whether iLk b2 {(against rich

arnd poor) Jor God can best protect both., Follow that

[ — e - U T —_ i - -, - . o
the (of vour hesarksl, lest vs swsrve, and i ye

ice) or decline to do Justice, verily God

is well-acguanbsd with all that ye dol”
How oould we Muslims bhe witnessss to justice and psace on earth
!
i¥ wes remain silesnt in ths of the omgoing injustices that
arihsid .
In concliusicocn, the Gur’an exhorits Muslims to resist oppre=sion

b

and ilnjustics: <152

"t inclinmse not to thosze who do wrong and oppress

fire will =s=lzs you; Grd you have no

protectors other than Allah, MNMor shall you bs helped.®
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CHAPTER 2

THE GROWING MILITAMCY OF SOUTH AFRICAN MUSLIMS

In recent years Muszslims have come to play an increasingly active

role in the Nakhiconal Struggle Tor libsration and Jjustice. Mile-

stoness are the martyrdom of Inam Abdul lah Harcon {27 Sept. &%

im inwvilwvement in bhe herolc uvprisings

gf the oppressed in 1985, With the

political development of ths Mouslie Community {rom

"Complacenoy to activiem' <=2 in a paper delivered at the Fifih
workshop on the History o©f LCaps Town &t the University of Cans
Fo . But ths Tance of thiz new Islamic phenomszna on
the ferrain of the sitruggle sgainst the Aparthsid iz most
vivioly illustrated by the responses it has received from some of
trne most indlusnitizl guasriters within the Soubth African scene.

nmoa letter written by the Congress (AND)

lesder, HNelson Mand=la, to thse Chairman of  bthe Muslio Judical

Council  (MIC)  during 1935 he acknowledgsd the YIzlamic

~

phenomanon ', <4

At the boghe felamnlc phenodenocn recelvod

athention. [ April bk P Bobha inoa s

clizl dovared dn Farllasont reterred to it directly when he gaid, <52
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As vou are awara we have a largs Muslinm Community who
like all other religious deanominations, enioy complete
Trzedom of religion. Furthermors, vou also know that
South African Musliss are respected citizen of this

-, & small group has smergsd cwithin

Iram and with funding Trom those guarters, have com-—

. Botha howaver not only dszusd a warning, but found

the situation thresstening snough to taks immediste sctiocon and

that, "I have alrszady issued instruchions in this regard and
our security and intelligence sarvices are taking the nescessary
— 1] (=)

countermeasures.
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ready been alluded to, the Gsner

In Dc bﬂr 1934, as

- ed itz concern that Islam was beln

£
=i

ut
5

Symod of Lthe MN.GUE. Aol

"an ally in th2 holy struggle agsinst apartheid". <72

A Synoo commissionzd report further claimed that "a nuober of the

i

leadership figures who advocate revolution in South Africa wers

radical Muslims'". @2



The extent of the growth of Islam was demonstrated vividly in the

township protests of 1985. For the First time this century Islam

began to assenl Lts ideological speciticity; a specificity that

'y
B

gmbodied unigue elements of & programme of revolutionary struggle

and reconshruction. flmost overnight the ot -the Woash-
ern Caps in particular, weres Jorcsd to acknowledge a new Torce on
the terrain of ideology.

The oppresced and exploited inhabitants of the townships were nct

= who nioticed . this sudden re—smergsnce of 3 revoluo-—

Lionary I=lam. Within, especially, the ranks o the ruling
C13sS58s ConcEr was express=2 about this nsw phenomsnon;  concsrn
that the highsst levels of the State

Withh thes declaraticon of the State of Emsrgency and the beginning

duration of +the sesmer—

ticn. Trnen in the waks of the bannings followed & wave of deten-

Loz that pobt many Muslim activists behind bars.



Yol clearly State acticon have been constrained by this desire of
the State not to alienate the zntire Muslim community by over
hasty action. Clearly within the ranks of the ruling classes
avenuess waere beling explorsd that will divide the so-called

"radical" elemsnts of the Muslim comaunilty Trom o

caived to be the passive, concervative majority. {In this view
propoganda condoning ths latisr reactionary expression of Islam
has been sncouraged sven via thes official mouthpisce of the SARD)

Tt “"Muslim =z2lliss i the

discredited tricameral parliagseni, sseciticons of the conssrvative
.

maior departure from its

m
o
=z
ul
=
1
i
|
7
1
X
]
—
[
-
}-J
{
pal
0t
i
~
31}
A
(’1'
-
<
]._J
r+
l-.l
t]
i
—
o]
m

state—-controlled media had i recent times

made & conscions eTfort to festure some Islamic religio—cultural

-5

issuess in an attempt bto explain bhe dynamics of the community as

Mzanwhils, the African Nabtional Congre (AMCY , one of the wvooal
opponents of the FBotha regime had also shown interest in using

Lhe Moslims as & religlous enltily. I the history of e ARMC,

Muslims have served in key positions in bhe organisation,

been recorded whether h

hadd articulabed any 1s
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lamic ideological position inm terms of the South African

struggle. Im a 1987 issue oF the Sechaba €22 +the Muslim

militancy is praissd. The militancy in thes Western Cape during

N)
¥}
L

s
B

s
[
o
5

revolt was attributed to the “"synthesis" of

oo — ANC/UDE arouping, the Call of Islam, is characterised as

"the most popular and progressive Maslism movemenit in South
SYrica”. in articulating its policy towards Islam, ths ANC says:

"Inde=d it is only within the houss of natiocnal democracy that
thers iz room Tor the Tamily of Islam. The Freedom Charter’'s

recognition of differsnt culturzl growuss and the czll of ths UDFE

tions Tor the destructicn of racism and capitali=s appsals Lo
Mozlimz like rmothing elss in our history.” The logic zs= o why
Muslims should ioln the sscular national dsmocratic struogls was
.

o ensure “fhat the movemsent dosse not degenerate into a narrow

ang religiously arrogant one', according to thes ANC. 1o
Muslim resistance against Apartheid and white mincrity ruls and

|+
or
i

their participation in ths mational liberaticon struggle, drew

-

Q

=
|

wrath of the iInflusnbtizl and powsrioal MNGE (Hederdoitse Gered

mEsrde

I Movember the Fimnamnclial Mail,

Ny

o leading Soubh African

magazione, Carvied an loberview with s Moslico activist,

busin

Manlana Faried & I the lead paragraoh it sadd: <110



"Muslim radicalism 1s & growing featurs in South
frtrican protest, and has been particualarly vizible in

the recent Cape Town riobts."

the wide range of both poszsitive and negative

1 - ~ = —_—
1 ano &2x

al lewvi

tent of its support within ths Cape Muslim community 1= dobate-

— _ B —, =~ -1 = L, — - — = ' 5 - .. e —— -
abla. Mo doubt, the potentlal for exaggsration is always great
ano is no exception.

In a 1987 imterview a proninent United QLemcoratic Front (UDF)
loader and Mational co-ordinator of a Muslism crgasnization, the
Cz1l oFf I=slam, was bold snougn to claim that "90¥% of Muslims

dentify with activists" and "In the Western Caps, 1t would be

vpheavales in late Octobesr 1583, a2 prominent pro-naticnalist

ns daily, Ois Purgesr, @stimated that aboul 207 of the Mus-

" D e
ATF

[y

!-:: E
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in Lhe tern Cape participated in actions which could be

2
U

desicribed "radical". Liz Burger cited as ils sourcs for the

4.

stimate an intervi: with Jeadsrs of & conservative Muslim or-

- This e imate was subse—

ganisation, the Maslim

gquertly challsnged by an arbicle

5

hem Mary inc ithe Weekly.

St

Lthat the fioure could be as high as 954 <>

FPriesident PoWL Bolha, In Lurn, said: cweoa small group has



emarged within this community who ... have committad themsalves,

with the ANC and PACD, to terror and violence" <252 yithin a

larger majioriity of "respected citizens®.

ZUppOrT within thes Muslism community - & clesar indication

not meErely to obzerve h

the wunderlying o

i

2L~

Ul
I
U]
i

the Muslim community have already

- J_— R ; m= Fmd
Fresident was convinoced 1t was bsing

inspired and inztigated by international forces in particular, he

o

pointed to funding from the revolublionary Muslim governments of
Libya and lran. The MGOE's commlzionsd report by Prof. Crafford,
of thiz UnJ/nr,lt, of Fretoria, broadens this view by pointing out

that 34 was not oaly the Islamic Revolution io Iram which bad in-

Lo fake up a morse agoressive

SILYE mirority Fhoslim commar i T

theae Tslamic

Py
Hit]

e loomesnl Bank (D0ET iy Lhe Araly DLl s 5 arn 1973 aimed at
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helping developing countries and to strengthen Islam. Fetrodol-
lars, it is thsrefore argued, led to a general awakening o7 Islam
che official AN Jdour-

throvghout the world. ¢34 A4 article in

nal, Sschaba, copposes this perspective vehenently and attributes

P

"The revolutionary tTervour of ths Muslims is not a

ohenomanon that f21l1 from the sky and re2ach us wvia

b othe Czll of Islam lsarnsd from iis sister or-

the sstting up of community based in-

~

a nmewsletisr with 2 montly circoalation

The mass Muslim involvems=nt in ths political upheavals of the
P

W=z I part of 1985 was most vooiisrous
at thne I TuneErals. The=e mazz funerals
wzre reniniscent of the funeral of Imam gbdollan Haroon in Sep-

tenber 19469, Urin==ually larae numbers of Muslims attended these

fMuslim newspaper, Al Galam, describerd

unErals. &

ong of  the funerals  thos: "It was  the bilgge mass Muslim

fumeral in Capes Town since bhe death of Imam 1hdul an Haroon'. cre>



An Al Qalam editorial in 1783 proposad that it was the
deaths of Muslims caused by sscuriity forces which zshook and
propgals  the gensrally peaceiul Muslim community into the

Torafront of the struggls against oppression. €292

N

h African Muslims idertify the

political groupinos ranging Trom ths ANC, FAC

Movement and the Apduss, non—alligned centrist.
Izlamic groupinogs also exizt.  They are thse Muslim Youth Movement
o7 South (MYMy, the Fuaslim Studsnits Association of South

STrica (MSS), Ohbla Muslim mass movemsnt and the recently estab-
lished Islamic Farty of South AFrica. These organisations and

le wouth and community support. While

resiskt the apartheid agovernmenlt and i

— L=}
=

ctures, they alsoc maintain an independent posi-

ticn among the dominanit libsration grouping

1 —
¥ ;:-
Till now tihe participation of "Wama" qgrouping in the liberation

sktruggle haz be

= neglible. However, at times certainm in-—-

dividuals Trom among the ranks of the "wlama" have particicaterd

on an Lndividual baslis. With fhe excephtion of the Muslia Judi-

cial Councsl (MJIC) in the Cape which opposed the tricameral sys-—

CJamiats) hawve dog-

tem cduring 1784, bthe obther aluma &

gedly refused bto provide direction or participate in terms of

Ylhiler own worldvicw Ln the Malional Lliberalbion Movemenh.



Quring the 1981 anti-tricameral Campaign, of the Conservative

ed a

—

Jamiats, only ths Jamlate-e-Ulama of the Natal province issu

2 government’'s constitubional proposals be-

ceeed i the basis of race. The Jamiat—-es-Ulama

1, wiiich represents a significant numbsr of Muslims

= n
'—.

W

nzEo modernis groupings which have addressed the

political issuss, they have nob been able to orovide an accepi-
E .
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STATE RESFONSE TO

-

CHAPTER 3

INCREASING MUSLIM MILITANCY IN SOUTH AFRICA
4

PR

growth of Islam was in the

demonstrated vividly

wnship protests of 1983, For fthe first time this century Islam
began to assert its ideclogical specificity, that embodied urnigus
@laments of a programas of revolutionary struggles and reconstruc-—
tion. Almest overnd ight the townszhips oY thes Cape in par
ticular, werse Torced to acknowledges a new Torce on the terrain of
ideology.
The oppresssd and exploitsd inhabitants of ths townships were not
the only cnes who noticed this sudden re-smergsnoce of & rewvolu-
tionary Islam. Mithin the ranks of the ruling classes concsrn
was eupressed about this new ph=gnomsnon concsro that resched
the highsst levsls of thae State.
With the declaration of ths State of Emsrgency and the banning of

various JIslamic organizati Tor the duration of the emergsncy,
one witnessed Lthe wrath of state repre=szicn and persecution.

s

LS

M2y

In

Early

fGpril

Fruggling

cor liment

(R

)T the tanningﬁ followed & wave of detentions
lim azctivists beshind bars.

Z6, the South ATrican Fresident, Mr. F.W. Botha,

mra in bLhe repgresslve campalan against Lha

for their sLion of

]t

of Gfrica



Alongside the traditicnal bogey of communism, Fresident Bobha

declared that the Stats was also Taced with an onslaught of
"religlious Tanatics". F.W. Betha in a speech delivered in Par-—
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fresdom of religion. Furthsraore, you alsoc know that

vinlenoe, <10 tware of the rising tide of Muslim
:

militancy FuW. Botha Turther assured thes membsrs o
his Tricamsral Farliament that, "I have already issued

instructions in this regard and our security and intel

n
v

ligence S@Ervices e taking the necessary

" <2

i

Countermsasure .

1. -
I

While it j= time that MBEr. Bobha's statement heralds on important

sinith in bthe mnebture of = e actions against Islam in Soubh

ffrica, one woald do well to bsar in mind fthalt for well over

brie Muslicm combunily has been facing the Drutal

repressl ve mnachinery of bhe Apartheid State.
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In Septenbzr 1986% +or example Imam Abdullah Haroon died as the

result of injuries sustained whilst in detention. Dui-ing the

J-J‘l—-lr-]. «C=D

oy e . - ca . N
az & political force® in its own right, and as a conpse
e e . — R | I, - o e - 3- - - - [ - -~ - o g o <
gusnog of this, & Torce drew the appropriate responss from
= T —— - PR [ S 0 _ - — 1. - = ., -
the Stats., Indesd for the during the State of Ener-

. ~ I 4 - _
ducting theilr . Althougn thess banning ordss
ware latsr szt oaside by the Supreme Court, it marked the bsgin-
1inig OoF & new o sra of <4

Thus far, howsver, the limitsed natures of the Stats's inteslligsnces

fas meant that itz reprezsive activitiss have boen con—
strainsd. Unlike the ATrican nationalist crganisaticos which

have besn opsErating on & high profile for many ysars, organised

political opposition from within the ranks of ths Muaslio com-

Ly recently taken on such a public profile. Az such
theres are important gaps in the State’s intelligence; gaps Lt is

shtenphing to close. <=2

h

et Traniically

[ accordance with such an appralsal b s dloportant ho nobe thab

Lres

i confined in lie activiitlies to the uze of

s bended deltenkions, hacassocnb and bhe use of zoesr caopaign.



It is wnable to move direckly against Muslim organisations, be-

cause the State simply would not be able to ensure the affective-—

ness of repressive action.

fo)
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tics employed thus far, however, it is c

the use of deitenticn withewt trisal iz intended to Fill gaps in

the Ztates’s intelligence. In this respect several prominent Mus-
im "militanits" have besen detsained including Achmad Cassisng

Mabisl Swartz, Dehran Swaritz, Yusud Paterl, aSbdul-Ayiv Eadsr,

crm f P Mae - sttt Forhos 5 e lapnf Mo
Jamal-Ud-Din Hamdulay, Astwrat Forbes and Ashrad Mohammed. <&

g — 3 o e g - =45~ - — - — = — =4 - P - - = - R O R . - —
The interregaticon and Lorture of detainses, was an attsmoht by ths
State to their morales and Taiith.

proach has besn Lo harass prominent Muslim lzaders, forocing tham
into wmxile. The mozt ooviouws casss ware that of Imam Has=an

ik Aibdul Gamiel Gobkler. Curing Lthe 19295 uoris-—

inog they wers in hiding from police. Eventually they weres forced

siqriticant elemsnt of current State strategy was its
attempl to discredit populse Muslim organisations and leaders.
Particularly atfecited in this respecl was the Muzlim Judical

Cowrmcil (MOS0l whidol has over Lhe pasl year besn subjech Lo oa
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particularly vicious samear campaign. Operating through Tronts or

aronymously, the State has accused the MIC of corruption and

gross  nismal ot public Funds; accusations that have no
Dasis in . ¢

amphlets have also bsen izzusd that mabke wild claims about

prominsnt Muslim lesaders, to discredit what are
undoubtsdly pogular leaders in the eyss of the communiity. ¢S?
It must bs nobs bthat a2part from limitsd imtelligesncs aoout Muslim

I - o 2 NN S L fe - P i~ e e e e L . -
militancy in South Africa, the Apartheid state is also con-

Botha, what is sess as the "majority of peace-loving Muslisms "
whio are "good citizens' of this country.  Heavy handed repressive

rnoo doubt have the effect of driving this

"Conservative majority! into the hands O 1= militant

"minoriiy".

In the meantime, howsver, the State has been forced to wait for

an appropriazte point in time o act against the Muslin communiiy.
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CHAFTER 4

NGK ATTACK ON ISLAM AND MUSLIM MILITANCY

In Cctober 1934, as has already bgen alluded to, the General
Svnod of the NGE spread its concern that Islam was being embraced

i
|
as "an ally im the holy strugale against apartheid". ¢ Fur-—

report claimsd that "a numbar of
the lesaderszhip JTiguwres who advocats revolation in South atrics

wears radical Muslims" <10

T = I, - e P | A —_ — - = - 11 = - 4. — — —] [
The Synod warnsd Muslims that: Farticigation in radical and
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oF bterror woul

Lously =lationshin hﬂ*uaun Muslims

goring bthe psacetul co-—sxistences of Lhse varicus religions". <2

= ] ' 1

AT Ler an debats as to the appropriate strategy the
should adopt to coufrteract the "Islamic onslaught® the Gensral
Synocd adoptsd 2 resolution propossd by the Chaplain-Sesneral of
the South African Folice, Reversnd Stofts)l Calyn. ¢cxz=o The
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Izlam is & fTalss religion and a to Chris-—

ciamity Jn South Africa, ATrica and in the world at
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This Islam is & alse religion" and a

threat" to Christianity, created a storm of protest in the

rr
=
i
Z
)
e
.

community again

attempts by the NGE

tin

"large

s lim

reduce

to the evael of mere religlous sguabbles
devoid of political ramifications, has revealed their ‘essentially
political chara . The fact that over two thousand Muslims at-
tended a public mesting on the Z9th of Oocobses 1934 called to
reattivrm the Muslims’ commiiment to unity in the struggles agasinst
aparthesid is clsarly ons sxample. That following a call _%t

ovelr

pl
3
e

the wide—swescing emsrgency ragulations, to attemst Lo march on
the MEKGE-Church in central Cape Town, yz2t another. Howsver,
pErinaps most relevant sre the comments mads by the NG its=lT,
that ot Islam, acted

I T £ - - . a0 - —
ot South Africa, posss the most
oo Tound to the continued hegemnory of Western Christian
Civilsation - & threat Lranscend even traditional bogey’'s

sUch &% Communilsm.

It must be appreciated Lhat atiempts Lo highlight the

ooher 19564 in Lerms of & religious war scenarlo, wWers

to imitially depoliticise

s

1im

Lhie ranks of  Lhe

auaryd s "To

A
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the broad historical context of Dutch Reformed Christianity in
South Africa, and the particular context in which the resolution

n Isl

o

fir

1 2

"With respect to the formsr it is importani to notée that the NEE
1= Church of the malority of whiite Afrika South
fTricans, and 1s in an important saznss the theclogical expression
ot &trikansrs nationslism. It has, Turthermors, palysd an impor-

tant role in the shaping of contemporary Sounth &¥rica, par-

ticularly since thes Mationalist party viciory in 1942, <15

Turning firstly o the issue of ths smerging crisis within the

MEE dtseld, Lt must be noted thalt for the pazt forty vears the
! Yoy

Goarcheid. Simce particularly the 1%30°=s howsver, thers hass
been growing disssnticn wibthin ranks of the MNGH over this

o e
|

At the Tore struggle has been the NBE Sendingkerk

whicn urgsr Lthe influsncs of progressive leaders like r. A1

A

r

reljected the pro-aparthesid stance of the “"mother

White Choroch, declaricg L0 o be & heresy, and conbrary o the

» O’z 2t was becomicg e

teachings of the BEible. By the mid-1

creasingly lsolated from bhe cainsheean of Chelshianiiy.



In important respeschts tha NGK's blind acceptance of Apartheid was
aven lagaing bshind the "reformist" nature of the South African
Sparitheid State.

The election of Ds. Johan Heyns to the poszition of Moderstor of

L

25 devoid of Theological justitication, notions of

and multi-nationalism sitill previaled {(as indeed they still do

within the ranks of state officials).

Yt the "redformist" images of the NBEK =
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werse not only fto bring thes chwoeh in ling with ths currsnt ideas
o7 State policy. Clearly an important elemsnt of presenting the

MEE in 2 more progressive light was bo sncouwrags reconciliation

"
i

wWith the dizssnting “daughisr' churches, Thizs much sesms clesr

in the noticsable dissapointmesnlt Dir. Boesak and ochthers showsd in

the MEK = failurs to condemn Aparthisd outright. fAccordingly, an
I=lam montly arguss: Ot ths Torefront of this struggle has bezen
the N5 Sendingkerk (the "coloured” a&ftiliate of the NSE) ., which

z -

under the influence of progressive leaders liks Or. Allan Bossak

fas rejected the pro-aparthelc stance of the white "mother

church, declaring it £o be s heresy and conbrary Lo the teachings



. <
of the Bible. By the mid 1780°s it has become apparent that the

NBE 1z dncreasingly isolated Trom the mainstream of

hristianity. <CisH

T T ST SN ny T T Y I T o n e ey o o e -
Arabla goss Turther: Im this respect attempits have besn made to

churches., €17

While such a radical break with past policy were never on the
card=s, it was clear that, liks fthe State, the MNGE is z bat-

1 Mationalizst and Conssrvabtive
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the HNEE now langoishes, meant that on thess lssues, conservative

supporters had to conceds ground.
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With regard to the guestion of Islam, however, it must be noted

isted a groundswall of support Tor
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Stoffel Colyn’'s counter—-motion that, instead of a2 razcon-

ciliatory approach, the NBE adopt a confrontaticnist stance - a

nreciate this apparent contradiction bstween the zuppossdly

Freconciliatory approach of the synod, and tihe conftrontationist

posture viz—a-viz Islam, it is ngcsssary that one look at the na-
tire of svents ocubtsids tihat have shapsd NGE perceptions.

The salient Yeature of this context iz Lthe sisady expsnsion of
Islam in South Africa, particuolarly within thse fownships. As
garly as 1982 the was  beEcoming awars of the Islanic
ohenomsnon and resolved o st up 1its own commlssion of Enguiry

w0

The Commission of Enguiry’ terms of refersnce were sxcephiconally

wicde, oespite ths fact that the primary focus of the commizsion

were to e2daming the mesans by which a mors effective missionary

e

program to the Muslim community could be developsd.

concerns wWere nobh [slamic fundamesntalism

The crux of Crafford’

but rather the impact a militaent Is ]HmJ ideonlogy would

Lhe youiin,
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The traffokd Repiort notes with alarm the growth of Islam amongst
black youth since the 197& Soweto uprisings. The NGE Synod noted
with alarm thes following recommendations: <18 "Nig Sinod@ is
besorg oor dis feit dat talle Jong swartmens2 en bruinmesnse wvaral

na 19786 hulle tot Islam begin wend

47

s n ideologis wat die

"hevrydingstryd! bevorder.”

Izlam was being esmbracsd asz "an ally in the holy struggle agains
Spartheid". Frofessor Cratford szaid racism, racial injustice,
dizgrimination and hoamilistion of people wers in conflict with

"ihe of Lod's justice and compassion. N 19> The p”_gua
alsc reporied: "y zubstantial part oF Frofessor Craftiord’ =
report deslt with the roles of Muslim leaders in moves Lo Fight
fpartheid." <290

Frof. LCratiord’ s report aleso mads reference to the intluence of
Libva and Iran zs encouraging this orocess of militancy and

: "He =zid radical Poslim les

gone training in Libya in "revoloutionary msthods" were offaring

[tu]

Islam to black youth as a religion for the oppressed, in contract

ty Christianity which was described as the reliogion of bR

-
id



Furthermara, a 8ynod commissioned report claimed that "a numbar
of the leadership Tigures who advocate revolution in South Africa

wara radical Muslims". <22 Alarmingly the Cratiord report cites

the opsning of Sowebto mosgus in 1983 as clear sxample of this

growing thrsat possd by Islam. .
In conclusion, I would liks to state that O0s. Stodfsl Colyn's

controntationi

resnlution have unitsd thes Muaslim community of

South Africa, &trica and the rest of ths world against the NER
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CHAPTER 5

THE AHMADIYYAH DISPUTE

t

The Ammadiyyah dispute 1s

3

a msthod used by the South Atrican

o
.

15

5 into sately non-—

i

rate authorities to divert Muslim ensrgie

political chamnels.

thz Caps Division of the Supresmes Courlt handesd down the judosment

"The movemant started missicnary work in iis
Hadiani Torm in 1944 in scouith Africa. In fhmediyya pub-
lication Al-Asr was startsd which atter a long intesrruption was
a0ain continusd sincs 1975, Dus to drastic action against this
ssotarian movensnt sspscially by the Cape relisgious leadsrs, AR
madiyya LnTlusnoce which was powsrtuel in the ninshesn—-Fiftiss and

sarly ninstesn-z=ixties, was curbsd" <12

fe Bhmadiyya dispute resched a turning point wheEn the "Ahmadiyys

i have initiated prooe

the mosguese and cemebary” . 22 This jsst

b i JL LN sy

i
-
e
[
0
m
[mR
n

storm wiltihin fhe

’

Muazlim commundby. O hwo successive

el thousands of Mouslioms torned owut to demonstrate thzic

W

"disgueht and aohorrencs alt this callows ach 00", S In order
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to determine appropriaks countermeasures a working committe= com-—

prising of members of the Muslim Judicial Council (MJICY, the

Council of Masaajid, the Muslim Youth Movement (MYMI, Qibla and
the Call of I=slam haz boesn established.
The Fresident of the Maslism Judicisal Council (MJC)Y, Sheikbk Mayvees

religions fresdom in South ATrica, because that state has allowsd
the courts to snter into an issue that goss to the cors of a
pf:r:]plrz"; l"E'ng.‘_C'LIS bhaliste" ., €9 He wernt on o reject "with con-—
temph" the ruling of the courits saying that "if ws can’t Fight
them in the courts we shall fight them in the strestzs.t =0

The militant statementsz of SheEikh Nazeem Mohammsd refleschted bhe

—l
-y
]

==nss of outrage that engulfted ths Caps Muslim community.
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The Maslim Youth PMovement (MYM) has clearly stresszed that the

J

entry of (Girogrs I=lamic organisations dnto the Ahmadivyya

"mimimize the destructive

P
o

dismpute was & delibsrate atienpi *
gmanionallsm bzt has characlterised previoos shralegies against

the Ahmadis." ¢4 The point that had to bs deiven home was,



- &

"that Ahmadism iz but one of many anti-Islamic forces, and move-—

ment workers should at not time over-emphasize or overplay cer-

tain ant-Islamic Torces alt the edxpesnss of greatsr enamies." <7

ol = oa’iN

.
The Capes Muaslim community are aware that the Ahmadiyva disputs
[N e — _— — [V S . o — o - _ v
fas been manipulated by the South ATricanm adthoritiss to divert
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CHAPTER &

POLITICAL CO-OFTION OF MUSLIMS IN SOUTH AFRICA

- &
"Thay wiash yvou would conpromise, so that they can conpromise.'" <202
Y f : y P
Folitical co-aption has reached frightening proporbtions among

cncern Tor Zections of the

+

o
]
]

e
1
it

ontersnce held

i
-
i

"Islamic

iJ
i

- T b =y =
ar "Shari ah" o«

The contersncs was represented by several local and oversegas

s2id aboui the motivations of the Rand Afrikzans lUniversity’'s

rie Tor Iaelamic . It iz ohvious that a Centre for Is-
lamic studiss a2t an Afraiksans University which is ths h=artland
of Atrikansr naticnali=m snd apartheid in it=el{ ralses supici-

H
t

tudies’ dntellectual approach dozzs nc

w

L amic

The Centrs 4

Q
) P~
w

diftter much from the Drientalizi abhbitude where Islam ars ftreats

-

HU
Q.

an exotlc erotic and shrangs phenonsnon. By no stretch of

bt
W
;

3
imagination can the intellechiual discourses and intellectual bent

oF bthe Centre, by wvirtue of its very location, be sald to be any

abl Lalunent  whichh Rand

2l ftarent from fhe



The Apartheid regilime has a consistent policy of placing a pro-

state actor in c proximity to the Muslims. In the 1730°s and

s
S
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cloze adviszr to F.W. Bobtha at the time

~- tried unsuccessTully to lurs Muslims intac the evil of

"Malavyism". They succeedsd ln making some sechtors of .Cape Town' s

Muslim clesrgy peraanent and subservient guislings of the Apart-

|

heid regime, To dats © so—-callsd Hlama have a reocord of

ztice, tacism and

vttsring a word in condemnsil

states oppressicn in Souith ATrica,

Voday senior members of the Jamiat-e—Ulama Tramsvaal enjoy that

[ wRadwi the Centre RAU and its

cEntral aciors. he= auestion thesz cler—
!

gymaEn 3o cClogse to the Cenitre and in whose interest does ths

iz the relationzhip betwssn the Centre and the

security apparatus?  What is iltes relationship with Lhe

varlious pro-imoseialiset missiological strategies of the reaction-—

percially fhe RNGET

)

ary chuarchees in Souath ATric




Wa hawve no doulbt that some of the international and local guests
ware invited under Talse pretenses. Eut we sincerely believe

fLhat ithey could bs intormed and mads wary of the strateqi

14

R

the apartheild state and its Orientalizst quislings. Academic and
for an institution which works against th2 in-

terest oFf Islam and PMUslims shoulsd also be withhsld st all ceosts.

-+
L
>

Trica, and

Lo debate relevant to all psople in South

zspecially khs Moslims - which is & struggles for liberation

he evil and ungodly system of Aparthelid,.

Historically, thes Orientzlist enterpriss had always bzen that of

U

f

cetining the Muaslim, controlling tham and subjugating them in the

procEss. Frnowledgsz of & particulsr grooap meach powsre over that

agroup. IM brief the Orientaliser maxim is: "To work iz to

subjugate'.,



&

Al Galam, a Muslim meonthly, arguad the following concerning the

of the Centre Tor Islamic Studies at JAld: "We

have no doubt that the Centre at RAU works intimately with ths

security apparatus in South Africa which according to PUW. Botha
is detgrmined Lo suppress revolulfonary Islam". <=2 It con-
tinues: "Thz Centre is & harizinger of political co-opitiocn in ths
csgrvice of apartheid and racizal capitalism in the form of
strateqgically calculated proposals {or the introduction of Muslim

Fersonal and Family Law"., <32 31 Ralam alzoc draw parallels with

the Israsli sxgesrisnce:
.
fures have s

co—opted in plush positic

- - — . g - - ——
the State at Los DA

in the state—sponsorsed Oadi-struciures where they had

~h

jurors of theilr cwn oppression.

Al Galam has realiably learnt that certain individualz who con-

i

i

titots the Tramsvaal Ulzsina actively serves on bihe censor board in
terms of Lthe Fublications Act. It i= the same censzsor board that

of A1 Qalam and obher publications for Lhey dars se-

bans L1ssus

e
]

the injustices perpertrated in South 6frica.

o



2 to suggest that the Centre ate RAU and

L is not unrsasconabl

r—

certain Muslim guarters areg in cahoots and served as apologists

artheid and the State.

b 1)

0

R

o

In conclusicn, it is appreopriate to say that "today in South
ATrica there ars two tyoes of Islam pervading the terrain. &n
the service of the unijust political authoritiez of the

pportive of the revolutionary struggle of oo-
i 7 e

in fulfillment of thse Rur’an’s

"amd (Trust in 8llah’'s promiss that) thoss who are bent

e to know how evil a turn

tinmises ars bound o takest!® <&
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CONCLUSION

During recent years, Muaslims have come to play an increasingly

active role in the strugole for freedom and justi

ﬂ&

a. Milestones
have besn the Martyrdom o Imam Harcon and the large scale Mus 11m

invzlvement in the herolc uprisings of the cppress=d and ex-

fhe Muslim population in South ATrica cam be proud of -2 Ltradition

ot resistance agsainst ths Stats.  Muslims were exllsd from South
East f=ias and sent to the Cape becauss they bscams s threat to
the governments in theilr own counbtriss. It iz here +that they
wetres enslaved, but the strong =pirit of resistance remainsd. )

During 19853, the Muslism youbth smsrgsd as a powsrful forcs against
ihe racist stats. The =irests were Tilled with youths and
parents who wsre ready to protest against thes state. During
these pesricds variocus oroanisations were reactivatsd, that of
Czx1l of Islam, Muslim Situdenis’ Association, Biblah and the Mus-—-

lim Youth Movement. Out of the=z=e organisationz sirong leadesrs

b were preparsd to sacrifice their lives fTor a Just

=, These organiz=aticns Torm part oFf the Islamic Movemsnt in

South Africa. Imam Abdullah Haroon who died in detention on 27

Seprembar 19549 remains ons of the great heross of Islam in Souith



To stiffle the wilitancy that the earlier Muslims showsd, the
State positionsd Dr. I.D. Du Flessis to make inroads in the Mus-

lim commuanity. Hez introduced the concept of “Malavism" which

1l

ategorises Muslims as Caps Malay. This strategy adopted by the

government was ailmed at newtralising ths political shrenagth and
impact of the Is . Th2 State has alsc attempted to co-opt

Muslims by extending all sorts of promisss of goodwill to thom.

Whilst on the ons hand adopling severs repressive measures, we
have also sssn the State resorting to cﬁ~ﬂﬂt1ng those Muslims,
whio Botha describes as "respected Muslim citizensh. At the
forefront of this strategy has bssn the SABC, TV s Metwort
programme.  This propogands mouthpisce sought to project Izlam as
a docile, ritualistic religiocn, laden with group condlicht.  This

was clearly apparent Yrom the heavy emphsa orn the Shimadivyys

"

Mozt recently, in October 198646, we saw the counter measures
against Islam taking on ancther dimension.  This Linse 1t was the

State church, the NEK who, with its abttack on Iszlam, sought nct

only %o bezlittle and discredit Islam, but also to drive a2 wadge

betwesn Christizn-Mouslim unity. Aoundty which had been forged

ot of the revoll of 1983,



The Maslims of SBouth Africa have to provide a synt

o,
3

thaeir Islamic ideals and the South African reality. The Islamic

Movemarnlt in South Africa should thsretorz make Islam a practical

tive means to brimg aboul changs here in ouwr beloved

Although Islam has & shrong revolutichnary msssage, ws have beEsn

To ouwr own reality Tor far btog long. Almighty God
asks us in ths Holy Gur’an: "And why should yvoo not Yight in the
causs of Bod and of thoss bCln§ weak, are ill-itreated and op-—

From Thes one who will protect and cne who wi

lims of South ATrica can play 2 decisive role in the destruction
o7 racism and capitalism with the revolutionary message of Islam.

- Thiosse Muslims who ses themselves azs aclhivists have to face maior

responss  in the Libsratory Movement withoub compromising their
T=lamic ddentity and sacred Islamic principles.
The conditicns i South ATrica are congucive for us o start ac-—

tivating our organisations and structurss.  The current political

g,

conditinons demand thalt the

ay & central role in deciding



the future of the country. Theretore, the Muslims as part of the
broader South African society should become actively involved in

he sradication of Apartheid.
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~ SPECIAL REPORT._

HE B3§.Kaap has shed

its romantic tourist
guide cloak and
becomes a ‘‘no go'
area for visitors
lusting after colourful
- ethnic.

This unique corner of Cape
Town used to be a highlight of the
tourist itinerary. \V'isitors "‘took it
in"' somewhere between the
compulsory cable-car ride and the
mellow afternoons in the winelands.

A)Dfmc X

The

Here western palates could
experiment with spicy dishes whlile
proud locals spun stories of princes,
slaves and rebellious noblemen.
Arabian Nights In Upper Wale
Street. .

Tourlsts clattered down the
steep cobbles past the tumbledown
ruins of Chiappini Street. They
‘excused the shameful neglect of
crumbling Georglan facades as part
of the “quaintness” of the quarter.

They marvelled at the few 18th-
century bulldings that have been
beautifully restored. Then went
away and bought watercolour
reproductions downtown, from the
cottage craft shops.

The B Kaap was a nlce, quiet
area where the curry slmerCd
timelessly. Once a year the coons'
palnted faces perspired behind
mirror sunglasses and everyone
was Jolly on cue,

o0 Kaap:

A restless
picture postcard

UT the characters In the

fairy-tale fabricated for the

camerd-bellied curious have
staged a rhinor revolt.

They've stepped out of the
photo-studies to say peeling paint
isn't picturesque, it's uncom-
fortabdle. People are living there,
among the talk of Georgian
heritage. most of it {alling down
around them.

The locals in the ‘*Malay
Quarter’ say they are tired of
smiling {or the postcards and this
insistence on “tourist artraction”.

Bd Kaap guide Ishaak
Abrahams says his formerly
popular walking tours of the arca
ar¢e now a thing of the past, People
have threatencd him with angry
rcactions if he brings any more
“uhites™ to gawk and happy-snap.

This part of the city (Abrahams
calls it *“the spiritual ancestral
home of the Cape Muslims™) is the
only 18th-century townscape left in
South Africa.

“It's very unfortunate that

.. There was a time when tourists went snlﬂ?ng In the Bo-Kaap
or.traces’ okaasta'n‘hlstory ‘ofF; fof 4
neéighbotirhood behaved Just ‘a3t fi
olotirful on cue. .and 082ing” hlstory_But t]!e‘descendants of ¥
the slaves tmd exlled prlnces hdve pall "H;do'wn‘-thetCape
“Dufch shilters on "the peep shots]; temng onlobkers lo méne s
anng twhile lhey ‘gét on with'the business'of Itging In troubled
“times under Table Mountaln; Sylola Vollenhoven took a’ look.

¥t

4

political emotions are running high
now,” says Abrahams regretfully.

HE feeling among the area's
. 9 000 inhabitants Is that lhv.'y

don’t want to llve ln a “zo0".

**People don't like being looked at
as muscum-pleces, rather than
human beings,”’ says Achmat
Davids of Longmarket Streect,
author of several works on South
Alrica’s Muslim comniunity.

“The arca neceds to be
developed as an Integral part of the
city, not something cut offl and
dilferent. What resldents mainly
object to Is the Idea that the area
needs to be upgraded for Its
historlcal value and tourist
possibilities rather than because It
is a neglected area where people
live.” .

UT 1t’s hard to lgnore the
“historlcal value” of the Bb
Kaap. It goes a lot deeper
than Just the romanticlsed call of
the muezzin, mouth-watering
recipes or nagtrocpe (caons).
Way back in 1945 1 D du Plessls
wrote of the place: “No picture of

life at the Cape would be complete:

wlithout the gay colours added by
the local Malays (the more
accepted term Is Muslims),

“The Feast O The Orange
Leaves, the wedding ceremony, the
rhythmlc sword trial watched over
by Challfa (Khallfa), cholrs
smarching through the alleys of the
Malay Quarter from dusk to dawn
to sing the Old Year out and the
New Year In, the sudden sight of
mosque and minaret — without
these Cape Town's canvas would be
all the poorer.”

But things have changed:,

The South-Easter, Decamber 1985/ January 1986

!
t
%
i

Every Friday Ihe faithful galher in !he ” ‘mosques of Ihe B Kaap, mcludmg Ihu, ths largesl in Chlapplm Sheel.

* Hlslorlan and author I' D du
Plessls Is not that-popular In the
*Malay Quarter’ any more. Some
people say he was patronlsing and
lgnorant about Islam,

% The Muslim Choirs will not take
to the streets In their multi-
coloured satlns this year because of
the unrest.

% Imam A M Saban of the
Chlappin! Street Mosque — the
blggest In this part of town where
there are 11 mosques — says
Khallfa displays and coons have
nothing to do with Islam or Musllm
cullure.

But most Imporlant Is the fact,
say the residents, that this should
never have been a Muslim Group
Area. Orlginally it was a place lor
everyone — all races and religlons
— {lved happlly togelher and that's
the way they would like to see it
ngaln,

Not the “Malay Quarter™, but
an old and Interesting part of
gqreater Cape Town, Is all they want
to be.

The Scotsche Klool Clvic
Assoclatlon has had to fight
several battles with the authorities
to allow non-Muslims the right to

s(ay ~— though most have llved.

there all thelr lives.

HE problem |s compounded
by a serlous housing

shortage. Development §n the
area has been slow since the Cliy
Council proclalmed the area a'slum
and expropriated a large tract of
land north of Upper Dorp Street In
1934,

After the expraprlation the
council allowed more than half of
the orlginal bulldings to go to ruin.

For the rest, shortage of funds
and a remarkable lack of official
concern has 'meant scant
restoratlon and 2 neglected
heritage. Hardly what happened in
Tulbagh after THE earthquake.

*(People) did not belleve the

1934 action was purely for health

reasons lor Jt took the Clty Council
almost 20 years to restore the first
15 dwellings and only since 1970
have a further 52 been restored.

*“It Is clear therelore that for
almost 40 years a generation has
grown up in dwellings which were
considered health hazards,” writes
Achmat Davids in his book
Mosques of the B Kaap.

Tho South-Easter, Dacember 1986/January 1988

But one Important buildlng that
has been saved from official apathy
Is the Bd Kaap Museum In Wale
Street .... down the road from the
unpalnted walls with posters and
graffiti urging boycott support and
“light apartheid emergency”.

Bullt in 1768, the museum is the
oldest bullding in the area and for
many generations was the home of
the Effeadi family. It was restored
by Industrialist Anton Rupert.

FTER the National Party

came to power Lhey

declared the Bo Kaap 2
Group Area for Muslims in 1932. In
the sectlon of the Bé Kaap known
as the Malay Restoration Area, 68
dwellings were subsequently
renovated.

Contractors are currently busy
bullding 106 more (some will be
new houses and others will be
restored) as well as a2 communily
centre at the top of Wale Street.

Scotsche Kloof Civie
Assoclation chairman Hassan:
Gasant estimates, however,.that
about 600 families are in dire need
of homes. Even more important, the
homes being built are going to be




cagy ¢ - " "he fi Yt oreart
nost ies _ in
tumbledown buildings who need
accommuodation.

Gasant says people would have
opted for less eapensive dwellings
had they been consulted. “The

~ importance of the architectural
heritage cannot be put belore the
needs of the people.

“It's a matter of building houses
we can afford. Our first need Is
homes — not houses that will fit
into the area for historical
reascns.”

HIAPPINI Street Mosque's

Imam Saban bemoans the

fact that so much of the
“culture” connected with Islam and
sought after by the visitors has
nothing to do with their religion.

I reject the coons and Malay
choirs as totally un-lIslamic. The
first of January has no significance
“for Muslims — we use a different
calendar,” he says.

“Prancing and dancing in the
streets started with the slaves once
a year when they were given some
freedam for a day.” adds Gasant.

During a lengthy chat with the

From the top of the steep

cobbled streets of last century

the Mather City looks starkly
modern.

aren’l very welcome in the area
anymore.

Imam and civic assoclation
officlals It became clear:that
political tenslons ran deep. The day
belore, one of the assoclatlon’s
executive members liad:been
detained and petrol-bombing,
stoning and the shootlng of-a pupll
had turned the Bo Kaap Into
anything but a plcture postcard.

Achmat Davids says whites are
“not all that welcome™ In the Ba
Kaap at present, but sces this as a
teraporary political tension.

“It's a plty because we have a
lot to show them In terms of our
cultural history, We are an Integral
part of Cape Town, =

“But when tenslons ease people
will not be that aggresslve.
Recently -2 white man was robbed
In the area on_a.Sunday morning
and the coLwr‘h'Tx"\r)Jy wl.}sr ery angry
about It &AQ‘J -

v

7 ow crlime brrg
settl i(»gm munity where thosgu
devfagge/ [rom the norm\ag
£ says Davids, who $%a%
prijecf director !j;’g‘r the Mushine®
ty. = D E

. S %

SIDENTS s?y they havej/n
Yea where the contenfe

ﬁ}ﬁ’xlhcllc polltical Ima gp?
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Mosques Of The Bé Kaap records
that there was a major clash
between rloting Muslims and the
authoritlies way back In the 19th
century.

It happened at the Tana Baru
cemetery on the slopes of Signal
Hill, the oldest Muslim burlal-
ground In South Africa which was
{n use until 1886, when it was
closed down fn terms of the Public
Health Act. )

In January that year, two days
alter the closure of the Tana Baru,
Muslims buried a child there In
deflance of the authorlties.

“Rioting broke out and law and
order was disrupted for three days
thercafter In Cape Town. The
cemetery riots of 1886 were
probably the most significant
events In the }9th century history
of the Cape Muslims,”” writes
Davids.

. HIS Is paly part of the history
tourists used to learn on' Bd

Kaap tours. For the resl, the
tales from Scotsche Klool are
varled and fascinating:

Several prominent early Cape.

Imams (priests) are buried in the
Tana Baru with the best-known
belng Imam Abdullah Kadl Abdus
Salaam. -

He was a prince from Tidore In
the Ternate Islands and was
brought to the Cape as a prisoner
In 1780 alter having allegedly been
Involved In a consplracy with the
English agalnst. the Dutch
colonialists In, the East.

The Muslims at the Cape were
dented their holy book, the Qur'an,
at the time but while captive on
Robben Island the prince wrote four
full coples of the Qu'ran from
memory.

He also wrote works on Islamic
jurisprudence which became the
maln relerence work for the Cape
Muslims In the 19th cen'tury and
was .responsible for the [irst
organised Muslim schoo! In Cape
Town. .

As - a result of these
achlevements he was awarded the
title Tuan Guru (Master Teacher).

*“lle had great mystlc powers
and many legends have been woven
around his life,” states Mosques Of
The Bo Kaap.

One such legend claims Tuan
Guru codld tarn vegetables Into
stone. According to the story, he
was walklng across Rlebeeck
Square on hls way to buy
vegetables when he spotted a

farmer with a cartload of sealed

bays. When Tusn Guru asked what
they contained, the farmer replied
facellously: “Stones.”

et

ABOVE: Sheikh Abburraghiem Sallie of the Chioppini Street Mosque in
the traditional dress of @ Muslim cleric. BELOW: The curalor of the B3
Kaap Museum, Mr Gamat Dawood, in the musevm’s bridal chamber.

Tho South-Esstor, Decembor 1985/Janusry 1988
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daves were furceo u apeak
L (e language of their
captors but could not master high
Duteh. Instead they spoke a dialect
which fater became o low fonn of,
Duteh and  developed  into
Afrilivans,

LN SO 1

“ln the first three decades of
the 20th century several works in
Arabic-Alrikaans appeared. It was
then the established written
language of the Muslims of Cape
Town,” says Davids.

In his book First Catch your
Eland, Laurens van der Post also
points out the tremendous inflinence
castein slaves had on (e
development of Afrilcaans.,

AT Wards lilke kakalok (cackroach),
RS N pivsang (bianana) and birgani (a rice
N n\:\&\% dish) alt have Lastern origins.

N

So perhaps the Taal Monument
shoultd have been closer to Signal
Hill than Paarl Mountain! Add 1o
this the fact that the Muslims of the
Bd Kaap claim “copyright’ on
bredies and a lot of the boere
resepte and you really have the cat
amony the historic pigeons.

X g HAT'S more, long before
f f the Theresy’ of Professor
vV 1lans Ieese, the folk of

the B6 Kaap have bheen saying
Voortrekker leader Pict Ketief was
ST . - . . . a direet descemdant of the Rajah of
\E A . e gLt Tamborah who anived ot the Cape

) i y in chalus In the 17th century,

SNSRI e e e

cemmuaity where the old corner shop still survives and
AbJuile Szdulla, right, have lived oll their lives. And Ishaak Abrahams, who's
writing a history of the Cape
Muslims, says Simon van der Stel's
grandmother was ludonesian, His
rescarch has  uncarthed a
succession of Muslim princes and

prince responded by Ly a Greenmarket Square printer M
the Tags and later the € Schogevel in 18536, appemed six
Jooto ks dismay, that vears before the first hoold In
od turaed o Altikaars using Roman scuipt.

. > ! kings who were stripped of their B
W osearch o Ina paper headed The ey and exiled to the Cape by the ] ¢ _,;} 4@%
o arliged hine 3‘_}' Devetlopment of Afiikaans: The Duteh, Alrabams himsell s i 12 ¥ T #:‘1, }" g
potatocs to their Mustim Contribution, Achmat deseendant of the Prince of Tidor Y ,p, A7) " it \;" d/iﬂ'z}ﬁv
Davids wiites: ot Tuan Gurn, ) f\ﬂﬁ ; 'é : @ —fh"’iyf""
COTHER grave — this one CAfrikaans is generally . . ; ﬂ
Ny ]!;“.‘Cl-:x_'.‘l\l\\ . i.;t-ls\li;icd tegarded as the language of the The most fv.mm’u:i prince eniled g‘%
: N Afritaner. the cornerstane of  to the Cape was Prince Joseph or :

is that of Abdubakr N e 1 X r
 bere in Afrikanct nationalism, the one  Sheiblt Nusul, the brother of the

te 1o the foatute which makes the Afrilaner  Sultan of Macassac on ihe inl.\ml. of
' Celebes, e was yglven special
privileges when he arrived in 1694

w o way st

adistinctive nation,

WISIC A tIcadtise on “Netitis a myvth to believe that 5 10 Iollewecrs ;
e Bayvennading which it was salely the ereation of the s ) . ) .
¢ secend baok 1o by white Alvikaner, .. Through b_!u-ll(h Yusufl's
in Afnkaans and in AL best Afrikaners intervention in 697, the Rajal of

standardised the language and  Tamborah was seleased ham the
ideatiticd tor Aliikaans its rules of  stables of the castle where I.u' had
svintan and  grammar,  But been lmpr[smu-cl: Accanding te
Alrikaans existed priot o its being  chistorian Kobest Shell, the ‘I(..]u_h
then warricd Sheiklh Yusul's
daughter and one of their sons,

was aostoaed

and s orow the

sovvsal yvears

3 h".s.xr- Muscun, The ound table

of the nmuscum is the formalised, as a mediom of
expicsaion amang the staves and i !
tree Blacks o the Cape calauy in - Dawild Saltania, Is an ancestor ol

e o

whivhi he waiate the

the catly yeats of white settlement, Piet Retiel,

“Afrikaans was the creation ol Saltania marricd a white
the slaves braught to this country  woman, says Shell, and a well-
from South-cast Asia and the known Alrikaner family are
coasthand of the African continent. descended from the couple.

wvents. the tirst
oh w2y i

The South-Caster, Doecomber 1985/ Junuary 1006
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