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ABSTRACT 

Marriage is central to understanding historical 

populations and the fami.ly. Not only is marriage the 

event in the human lifecycle which precipitate family 

formation, but also marriage patterns are the primary 

surface on which fertility levels are inscribed. Age 

at marriage and proportion married determine females' 

exposure to risk of pregnancy. 

-----· ---

This study investigated the relationship between 

nuptiali ty '.and f ertili ty in Ila-Orangun. The study 

utilized recently gathered survey data from 312 respon­

dents (women aged 20-49) and 12 indepth interviews, with 

6 men and 6 women within the age group 15-49. Men are 

included, in order to capture their C)inion on our 

research topic. 

Data are ··gatliërêâ wi th the aid o.f structured 

interview and unstructured indepth interview. The 

theoretical orientation is a synthesis of'structural­

functionalism and Bongaarts proximate determinants 

framework. 

1. 

! : 
! 

' . i 
/' 

· -1 i 
1,, 
1 · 1 

1 1 

l 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



xvii 

. The most signif :lcant findings in our study are 

the facts that women in Ila-Orangun marry relatively 

late and this has been found dJO be a f'unction of 
' 1 :, 

. : 1 ·.. . 

high~r edu~~ffonal ~tlai,
0
nt of most :)+ the women 

there. .. , , , 1 1 • 1 • . · • - . 

. : The fonnS of marbagf ,aiso affect the f ertility 

l 

·. lev el; specif ically women; in polygynous unions have 

slightly large family size compared t:: women in m9no­

garnous union. The difference observèd in ·fert:llity 

with respect to age·at first marriage and stability 

of marriage are statistically significant .. 

·---_:_-. 

Other hypotheses tested; such as, educational 

,attainment is posi tively related wi th age at first 

marriage, the religious ~ffiliationo of the people 

determines their forms. of marriage were found to be 

statistically significant. But the hypothesis that 

age at first martiage has a significan~ effect on 

marital stability, wai found to be statistically insig­

nificant. 

It was :found .that the levels of contraceptive 

knowledge arid lise, especially condom and Abstinep.ce, 

àre very high among this pop~lation. The use of modern 
. ! 

I' 

/ ,_ 

b 

.J. 
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contraceptives is a function of socio-economic status 

indicator like education and religio ... Forms of 

marriage also influence the use of mddern contracep­

tives, specifically, women in monogamous union tend 

to use modern contraceptive more than women in poly-

-~~_gynous union. 

Finally, interspousal communication on farüily 

planning w~s found to be low, 80 also is the practice 

of pre-marital cohabitation. 

.n. 

-- ----

!. 
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BACKGROU.ND 0]'. 1:HE STuPY 

1 .1 I,N'I'RODUC'l' I.ON 

Marriage in: contradistin6tion to mortality is 

a démographie event over which . men and womèn have .. ' 

direct _control, this is because marriage is not an 
., 
inevitable event like death. For instance, it has 

. . 

been argued .that, in this motj.ern wor_ld some people 

never marry even though they °live long ênough to hav,e 
i . . 1 . 

the. opportun1 ty (Hen_ry, 1976). 

Exaniining fhis statement , c.ritica}ly; i t seems 
; ' 

as if the statement is mostly applicat:.,,e·· to many 
. . 

economically'advanced and low fertili,ty countries, but 

in sub-saharan Africa the experience ·is gr~atly different; 

because literature has made us to .know that marriag~ is 
----···' 

universal in'.the regio~. 

The study of nuptiality ispperhaps one of the most 

interesting ~spects of th·e demography. oÎ. sllb-saharan 

Africa, although marriage has for long played a major 

role in the studies of Anthropologists and Sôciologists 

because of i ts role in shaping descent. systems and, social 

drga~i~ati~:l:· lts r~~e ailpne of the determinants of 

fert1'.l1 ty 1~t;~flso a frleat :tnte~ e_st to .the Demographers, 

b'ecause i t lui/3; been ~a!id d/Jt, marriage in i ts widest · 
i 1 1 : - · · 

connotation in this re
1

gio~! (sub-sahara:~ Africa) leadsto 

i CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



2 

to the formulation o:(':(alI)i_l:les and it is within rnarriage 

than an ovetwhelrning prop9rtion of chi~dren are barn in l 
. 1 

the region. i Also in :the tegion, marriage bas little 
' ' ' 1 ! 1 i 

1 '·. 

meaning withoUt offs~ring~ ·childrèn, r.specially male 
. ' ' i.' 

1 

ones are cherished as. a m1ans of perpe'tuating the 

family (Olusanya, 1982). , 

Traditiortally, in sub-saharan Af~ica, mar~iage is 

not only early and universal, the institution has for a 

long time been interwoven wi th the1:prevailing socio­

cul tural and economic system of the sGciety. For 

instance, Mayer Fortes, about five decade ago, said 

about the Tallensi of Ghana that marriage to the Tallensi 

is "the normal state of life for every adult. They can 

not concei ve of anyone voluntar i1j, refraining from 

marriage throughout life. There is something wrong 

with men and women who never marry; and they are f ew" 

(Mayer, 1949). 

Also, Basden's account of the Igbo, the mador 
1 

.ethnie group in the Eastern region of~Nigeria, in 

about six decade ago also demonstrafè'U. the early and 

uniyersality of marriage in sub-sahai,,.n Africa; 

According to him; ".Marriage looms upo~1 the 'horizon 
-:-
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Q~ eye~y maid and yoqtb as an indispensable function 

to be ~ql:f'.ille4 witb as little delay as possible after 

)?eFlGhJng the age of th,e puberty. The idea of a 

celib~te life find no favour whatsoevE:r with Ibo; it 

;t;aP.~. :(oolishness as well as being utterly contrary to 

tti;e l.aws of ,nature". (Basden, 1938). Although, early 

anq qniversal marriage have traditionally been the 

~~i~ features of most sub-s~haran Africa societies, 

Go,11st,cte:rable a.mount of variation occurs wi th respect 

·to }t~ form and intensity. 

LP Yortlba society, which is our study area, 
. . ' i l 

martiage is.~~t only ~niv~rsal, it is poteritially 
,. . ' i 1, ! 

P. 9. lY. gynous; 'also in· t
1

he tladi t ional setting various 
,l ' . i 1 

)lJ~çh.an±.sms are buil t :int.o! marri age to guarantee i ts 

su.1;yiyal. Examples of such mechanisms are the sanction 

against pre-mari tal s·exual union and the virtua1 con­

:1;:,l.nement of lrnman reproduction to 1uarried couples; but 

p;i;esently the Yoruba traditional sexual system has been 

destabilized (Caldwell et al, 1991). 

l3ongaa:rts et al (1984) enumera të nine major 

proximate determinants of fertili ty a t the socie.tal 

1evel; these are: marriage or union pattern~, contra­
~1,~1<.V\()vv' Le..°' 

beption, lactational amerrohea, postpartum abstinence, 
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4 

pathological sterility, ind.ucedaabortion, frequency 

of sexual intercol.lrse, spontanous intra uterine 
1 

mortality, and Natural Steriliti. 

Marriage or Union patterns of the people in 

our study area are critic;illy examined in this study; 

since it is one of the;o~erful fert~lity determinant 

in sub-sahâran Africa since c·ontracei::\~iye prevalence 
. . ~ 

rates are g~neraily low in this regic:> tn comparison 

wi th other reg ions of the world. (Rut~nberg et al, 

1991). 

The study of the effects of the marriage patterns 

on the reproductive behaviour of this society is 

essential because a· demographic phenoriénon called "rapid 

. ---· .--population growth"---has- become a greater problem in· 

Africa, esp~cially in Nigeria with the estimated popu­

lation of lb4 miilion ind annual growth rat~ of 2.83 

percent. Nigeria population will double it~elf in the 

next twenty'.:..five years or so, if the growth rate 

remains unchangecl. The result of this condition will 
! 

· lead to low
1

standard of living of majority of people 
'i 

and:marty liVes will. ~e ch~racterised by acute hunger, 

filal~utr i:t io~} ; di se~~+ and! : ~ any sociàl : i 11 s, espèciall y 
1 :: ' : ' 1 11 i ·. 

if the econ6my' doel rtot Ünprove and U\e current popu- : : .· ri 
lation trend is not 6hec~ed. 
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The basic factor tor i~e rapid pc;~lation growth 
1 11 · 

1 . ' ! . : 
in Ni~eria i~ lhe inbr~asiJg births while deaths are 

' 1 J ·; 

declining. Fbr instante t~~ rate of birth has been 

put at 45-48 births pet thjusand people ~h1le death 

rate is decreasing from 27 per thousand in the sixties 

to around 14 per thousand in the presel':,t time according 

to :?opulation Reference Bureau estimate of 1996. 

However, since overwhelming proportion of children 

are born within martiage in this country; Government 

official policy can help a great deal in accelerating 

the trend towards delayed and non-universal marriage. 

This may not only help in slowing down the high rate 

of population growth that .now become the f eature of 

Nigeria but also reduce the incidence of materhal morta­

lity that tends to accompany early marriage, 

1. T 

1 

1 ;• 2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM: 

The studies on the demographic aspect of marriage 

and family in Nigeria are rather meagre and usually based 

on social surveys which attempted to test. a tlimited 

theory of "marital instabili ty and social change".· Clearly 

nuptiality is a very important aspect of population studies. 
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'rhe re~~ons why nuptiality h,a~ been r/!ther neglected 

. might l;Jrobably not be unGon.neçted wi tb the :(act that 

· the i.nf luence exerted on popul.at ion growth by nu,ptiali ty · ---.-- . - . ~·- ~,--- .--

rate is indirect - through the birth 1rate - coupled 

with the un~ertain association between marriage and 

childbearing in economically advanced and low fertility 

. sqcieties. ; 

However, in sub-saharan Africa where marriage and 

· rep~oduction are clo~ely linked, where a marriage that 
i '. . .. . 

/ 
. . . : 1 . . . ... 

is not immediately folloV{ed by conce'ttion is considered 

an ünlucky ~ne, and therW ~i moreover,· :::.1arriage patterns 
1 · l · 1 ;: • · 
1· ; ' . 

and age at ~arriagè ~re ~ikely to chartge with changing 

socio-economic condition,! ï t is advantageous to. keep a 

close. watch on nuptiality rates and patterns as a 
-

pointer to possibl~ changes in fertility (Olusanya, 

1985). Therefore, the siudy of nupti~lity rates and 

patteins of Ila-Orangun is essential at this point 

when the town is undergoing drastic changes in ber 

socio-economic condition, since_ this may have signifi­

cant effect on fertility level of this population. 

The increasè in Ila-Orangun Population from 

2~745 in 1963 censùs to over 55,000 preserttly ·needs 
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to be examined. 'there:f'.ore, the nuptiaU.ty rates and, 

patterns of this population are studied, together 

with. the effects of soçi,o-cu,ltural as,::l, econoIIJic 

factors on the rates and patte:i;:ns oi' mptiality ~ 

Finally, the study explores the corr1..-ôla tion between 

the rates and patterns of nuptiality and fertiJ.î.ty 

level in the study population~ 

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The study aimed at the followin~ objectives; 

1. To determine the effect of socio-economic 

factors _on the_ ~ge at first marriage of 

.respondents. 

2. To ex.amine the prevalence of polygyny and 

investigate the reasons why people enter into 

polygyny. 

3. To exrui:line the correlation between Socio-

4: 
• 

5. 

cultural status of the respond~hts and their 

f orms of marr iage O 

1 

_ ;, r 
1 . · 1 : : 

To irivestiga.t~ the impact of t[;'è at first 
' 1 1 i 

,· 1 / 1. 

marr1age on ~arital:stability. 
' 1 

To examine 
i 

the re~ationship between Age at 

first marriage and the fertility levels of the 

respondents. --· ---~ 
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:.[ 1. 

1 • 

6, to :exrunihe the ef~ect~' o:{ th~ fm,~rQs o:C rna.;r;riage 
: 1 

o:{ the people qn thei1. :t:ertility 1-eyels:; 

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF 'l'HE STUDY\: 

The effects of the marriage patterns on fertility 

level of this sotiety are significant from both theore~ 

tical and practical point of view. It has been argued 

for instance, that in populations where marriage is 

nearly universal, nuptiality patterns or patterns of 

regular cohabitation are the major determinant of 

fertility level (page~ 1975). It has equally been 

said that nuptiality pattern may itsèlf exert a direct 

influence on fertility in sense that t~~ type of union 

may affect coital frequency, while relations with 

multiple partners may facilitate the spread of fertility­

impairing infection (Frank, 1983, Adegbola and Page, 1979). 

It is th~refore hoped that, this study will help to 

describe the 'close relationship between nuptiality and 

fertility in Yoruba society; and possible ways by which 

the high fertility or current rapid population growth 

-----could be reduced through the institut ion of marri age, 

lt is also hoped that the study will stimulate further 

studies on the topic. 
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1 • 5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY . 

------- · In this study,--both. qu,alitative and, quantitative 

techniques were employed to generate the necessary data. 

The suriey aspect of the study was limited to 

Yoruba women that were between the age of 20,.- 49 living 

in Ila-Orangun. · While in the explorat~ry aspect of the 

study both me
1

n and worrnen were involved ,in the indepth 

interviews and the people involved were Yorubas. 
' 1. 

inbludlng the men in the indepth 
. ! '1 : 

captu~e t~~ir own opinion concetning 
1 1 

The'purpose of 
i ! ' 

inter~iew wis!to 

the topic und~r study. ! 1r · · 

This chapter contains :the general introduction 

l 

to the study; statement of the problem, Research Objectives, --~- -· . -----

Significant of the Study and finally the scope of the study. 

This is the background of this study. 

;, 
Ï'• 
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CHAPTER TWO 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVESTIGATION, BRI:EF HISTORY 

AND, SOCIO-ECONOMIC SETTING OF 

ILA-ORANGUN 

2.1 INTRODUCTION: 

In this chapter, attempts were made to highlight 

the necessary points concerning the b~6k~round of the 

study, th~ history of our study area, and thp socio­

-----~conomic setting __ of the town. 

The major problem we faced'concerning this chapter 

was non-~vailability of the general br~ak~down of Nigeria 
(· . ... ! ' ,. . 

1991 census; nevertheless we made judicious use of :the 
1 • 

available iriformation received from th~ headquater of 

Osun· State National Population Commission, Osogbo. 

: '1 
2.2 SET'.(LEMENT PATTERij OF OSUN STAfE: 

! The geJ~~~l sett~emeJ~ pattern of.Osub State is 
• ' 1· 1 1 l' -
. i · 1 1, i 

significant ;lb this s~udy~'~ecause Ila~Orangun is one 

l 

of the ancient town· i~ osJh State, and also~ this general 
. . ! ' 

~ettlement patterri will héip us to locate the position 
)· ---- ---·-
bf Ila-Orangun in the settleinent arrangement of Osun.State. 

The United Nations Edonomics Commission for Afriéa 

(1975) reco.mmends the foilowing classification for rural 
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lli 

i 

'1 ' 
1 '. 

J' 1 

! 1 

1' 
and urban localities based. 

1 

on population size: rural 

locality, iess than 20,000 people; urban locality 20,000-

99, 999; ci ty 100,000 - 499,999; and Big ci ty, 500,000 or--· --

more. 

Below is the settlement pattern for Osun State 

based on Nigeria 1991 census. 

Table 2.1 

Name of 
Seittle-
ment 

Big City 

'. City 

~Jrba.n 
locality 

Rural 
1ocality_ 

Total 

·source: 

SETTLEMENT PATTERN OF OSUN STATE 

Size of Number Total Percentage 
grour of Town Popula .... 

tion 
' 

500,000 - - -
or more 

100,000 
to 4 564,312 26.20 

499,999 

i20,000 15 630,709 29.20 
to 

99,999 

Less than bthers 963,122 44.60 20,000 

- - ~158,143 100.00 
'. 

Nigeria 1991 Census final result 
(Osun Sta te). 

1 

i 1 

l 
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Table 2.1 shows that Osun State has fotlr cities 

and additional fiftéen urban localiti:~, of which Ila­

Orangun, with a population of 45,401 ~son~. 

2.3 SEX DISTR1BUT10N OF OSUN STATE AND ILA-ORANGUN 

The 19~1 census provides data on sex distribution l 

i 
for .the state and our study area, with which sex ratio· 

. i i I Il 

was :compute~. , i l'i 
• 1 1 ; 

1
,' 

; 

Table 2.2 SEX DISTRIBUT~ON OF OSUN STATE AND ILA-ORANGUN 

-·· 

Locality Male Female Total . ---- Sex l'ta.tio 

Osun State 1,043,126 1,llG,017 2,158,113 93.6 

Ila-Orangun 21,658 23,74.3 45,401 91. 2 

Source: Nigeria 1991 C~nsus final result (Osun State) 

The general sex ratio of Osun State is 93.6, which 
,::. : 

means that there are about 94 males t6 100 females in the 

state. The general sex ratio of 91.2 for Ila-Orangun 

means that thete are about 91 males tb 100 females, 

suggesting a higher male out=migration in the study area. 
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2.4 BRIEF HISTORY OF ILA-ORANGUN 

Orangun was one of the sons of Oduduwa the great 

ancestor of the Yoruba society. When h~ was leaving Ife 
' 

to found his kingdom, his father gave him a club called 

"Ogbo" wi th which he was to make a way ·--:hrough the wilder­

ness to the spot where bis father instrticted him to go 

and establish himself. 

· The Orangun and his party_ were then lrnown as the 
-----· 

Igbominas; that is to say "the Club knows the way" 1 

Therefore, Ila-Orangun was and still the head of the 

Igbominas. After Orangun had establish~d himself, he 

gave orders to the headmen among his fo~lowers to look 

for their own convenient spots and establish themselves. 

Among other places where Orangun's followers settled are: 

Omu-Aran, Oro', Esie an1 so. 
1

on. 

I1a-0ran.$un and: o·\:her jigbomina people speak a 
• 1 1 . 

distinct diil~rit of Yotuba jlanguage calied Igbomina. 

Ila-Orangun has bècomJ the headquater of !la-local-. ! 
Governmerit since the early 70's in the old Oyo State. 

l 

1. NAK Ilorprof F., 5082; The Igbomina uI Ilorin Emirate · 
request for re-grouping with the southern protince. 
Petition addressed to the President, Western House 
of Assembly, Ibadan, 1st December, 1949. 
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In the pres~nt Osun State, t~6 Local Government§-are 

carved out of !la-Local Government. Ila:_Qrangun rcmains 

the h~adquater of present Ila Local Government. 

2.5 ECONOMIC SETTING OF ILA-ORANGU.N 

-.--- ---

Ila-Orangun is a heterogenous coinrLitni ty wi th dif fe­

rent people of different .iinguages. This fact also makes 

her economy hete~ogenous~ Sorne people are foun~ in the 

agricultural sector, some in the service sector, while 
' ' 

some are in the Industrial sector. But most_people in 

Ila-Orangun have farming as either primary or secondary 

~conomii activities. 

;Among the prin~ipal occupations among Ila-Orangun 
. : . 

people are: :Commerce, Tailoring, Lecturi.ng (Osun State 

~allège of Eduëation, Ila:~orangun), Banking, Teaching, 
. . . . 

Farming, Craft work, Barbing, practice of medicine 

(Traditional and Orthodox Doctors), Buj.lding, Weaving, 

:_ __ __Leather work · and many o:thers. 

2.6 MARRIAGE PArTERN 
'.-'\T - . 

.Fadipe (1970) observed that "in lirt'sophisticated 
' . 

traditional life of Yoruba, no persan F.emainêd uninarried 

oy choice af ter passing, say the age of thir'ty in the case 

of man and twenty-five 
l, i 
.,, i 

''' ! 1 

1 

1 

' ' 

in the case of women.' · 
,' 
1 

1 ' 

1: 
1 
I • 
1 
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The position, in the case of women, was made easier 

by the:fact .that polygyny was socially approved. 

Within the traditional context, mate selection in 

Ila-Orangun, like other Yoruba communities was the 
1 

sole busines~ of par~ntsjor family members of the 

potential spbuses J wh~reiJ' '.all necessary enquiries will 
i , .. ' 

be made to d~t~rmin~ ~ho ihei~ son or daughter marries. 
1 1 

This is just to ensure thJt eligible persans enter into 

~pproved marriage. Among other enquiries normally made 
-----· 

are: the health condition of the family of the ex~ected 

spouse, their social stattis, and to rule out blood 

relationship so as to avoid incest. 

Marriage bas ever been a sacred aspect of the 

culture among Yoruba people. In traditional Ila-Orangun 

society, there are three·stages before marriage is 

contracted. These are the involvement of spouses 

familles or early intimation, bride price paymcnt and 

finally the marriage. The effect of these thiee stages 

is to legalj.ze the marriage and t6 legitimize the off­

springs of the we<llock. 

In the traditional setting of Ila~Orangun, marriage 

are solemnized al anylime of the year in typicaliy indi­

genous .f orm ,, bu L usttaJ l y a f ter Lhe ha rves L scason. The 

br ide is tn.kcn to hc:r l 1usl,a nd 'D hoU!c,C lwuall y in the 

n.ight, accomp:wJcd with druming, singinr, and dancing. Tlie 

CODESRIA
- LIB

RARY



16 

traditional washing of the bride's feet is performed and 

the biide is literally lifted into the bouse. 

Nowadays, marriages are being contracted in varions 

ways in Ila-Orangun, as in other Yoruba societies. The 

commonest way of contracting and celebrating marriages 

inclU:de the following: church marriage, Moslem Marri.age, 

_____ Court or Statu tory Marti age, and also .:he indigenous 

forms of marriage. 

Widow inheritance is allowed on account of the 

death of the husband. Under widow inberitance a male 

' kinsman, such as the deceased's brother or close relative, 

marries bis dead brother's widow and be becornes ber legal 

husband and the children they born belong to the new 
. ' 

husband. Therefore,. in th:e pre-christian Ila--Orangun 
1·; .. 1 i 1 : . 

society, like 1other ,Yorutiru communi ties, women were never 
i . 1 l 1 • ! 

~arried twic~, but th~y might be inherited is widows by 

the brother of the de~easeld. In the recent time, the 

practice of widow inheritance in Ila-Orangun is a dying 

phenomenon ra ther tln1n a f lour islü ng one. 

Divorce was not common in the traditional setting 

èspecially when children had already cemented the bond 

bctween the couple.· lliJwevcr, in case &f adultcri and 

l 

---· -

1~epcated insolvency, di·-·orcc was allowc:;:ù. In the prescn t 

Lime, divorce cccurs as a rcsulL of vn1ious rcasons, some 

cogent:., some :flimsy. A mn.rringc may bt·eak down owing to 
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one or more of the following reasons: male impotence, 

sexual deprivation or cruelty by one of the spouses, 

childlessness, increasing poverty, adultery and infi­

delity, growing incompatibility between spouses or 

between one of them and the inlaws (Otite and Ogionwo; 

1994). 

2.7 FAMILY STRUCTURE AND KINSHIP SYSTEM 

--·-- -·--

In the traditional Yoruba culture, the family 

consists of 'a man, bis wif e or wi ves, clüldren and 

extended family. In most cases, the families stay toge­

ther in a compound which is a collection of buildings 

of individual families. Whether a man practices polygyny 

or monogamy, all members of bis family lived together. 

The patrilineal ext~nded family system was and is 

-~Still in practice (althoûgh at decreasing level), whercin 

éach individual trace bis or ber desc0~t or kinship 

·. t'.hrough paternal side and inherLtrnnce a:1so cüme through 

fa ther side. Sons remain in .the f ather 's :f amily group to live 

with them in the large compound so that their childrei also 

belong to th~ group. 

has 

the 

·The husband stands as the head of the family and 
1 

: . i 
Lhe sole · d ü Lhor i ty nve'r a11 c1.spccts of lif e; Be is 
. . ·. I i , 1, 1 : . 
• , .. 1 1 : ' 1 

proviclcr :dr r~ltcl lçr, rbèH1 and sccuci. ty. 
1 i 

1 ' 

l 
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Currently, patrilineal is still in practice, but neolo-

cal system bas taken over the formal patrilocal system. 

Also, both monogamy and 

! 
. Ila-Orangun! society.[ 

•• .' 1 i 

2.8 RELiGION 

1 
i 

polygyny 

·1 ' 
' 1 

1,' 
1 .. 

! 
1 

1 

l 
co-exist in the present 

The Ila-Orangun's people, like other African 

people, had a religion before the advent of christianity---· 

and Islam. This is what ·is.called Traditional religion. 

Currently,christianity, Islam, and 1iaditional religions 

co-exist in Ila-Orangun. 
>r 

2.9 EDUCATION 

·The process of education in all hurnan societies is 

ment to pass on to succeeding generations exi~ting 

knowledge of the physical and social environment, to 

give .them the skills for their daily jobs and leisurc, 

to introduce them to the social organisation of the 

group, and ,to inculca te sound moral for the benef i t of 

all the individuals and the society in wbich they live. 

Th:i.s education can take the form of forrnal or 

informal. The i.nforrnal education is more or less like 

traditional education wherein the norms and values of 

the socicty are passed to the new gener.ation, this 

_______ also 1nvolves a way by wh.i.ch childreù · J.carii the occupa--
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tion of thèir parent. 

While the formal education can be liken to 

modern education wherein the1~e is sc 0·:ool (formal insti­

tution) responsible for teaching of ·::ie new generation -. 

and individual specialized on differGnt occupations 

according to the knowledge they acquired from this 

school. 

With respect to formal education, Ila-Orangun 

ha~ many primary and secondary schools. Also there is 

one state Coliliege of Education that bas been established 

since 1976. 

2 .10 

and 

1 

! 
1 

MEDICAL AND HEALTJ;I FACILITIES iN THE STUDY AREA 
, , 1 l,: 

. ! I 1 ! 

Ila-Oraligun ha,s one District General Hospital 
: , 1 1 ! 

several maternities· ~ud Dispensari,es ceuters that 
l ' 

provide health services to the people in the area. 

l 

-------· -- --·-
At the same time, there are many ptivate hospitals in 

Ila-Orangun. It should be noted thi~:traditional health 

'1 care co-exist with the orthodox medid1ne in Ila-Orangun. 

2.11 SOCIAL AMENITIES 

'fhcre are mn.ny soc:i.al ameni t i·es in Ila--Orangun 

which reflect the urbnn status of tho town. Sorne of 

these amen1ties are: Electricity, Pipe borne water, 
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tarred roads, hotels, cinema bouse, Big town hall, 

centràl Library and many more. 

This chapter contains the social and physical 

structure of Ila-Orangun we talked about her economic 

~ctivities, education, fuarriage, religion, hea1th 

care facilities, social amenities and brief history 

of Ila-Orangun, 

i' 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY AND CONCEPTUAL PERSPECTIVE 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

i 
Both survey and anthropological methods were used 

to generate data in this study. The reason for this 

was to generate both the quantitative. nd qualitative 

information concerning the topic under study, since it 

has been argued.that "many demographers fail to appreciate 

that the quantified part of some.phenomenon is merely 

one aspect of it, and often one thàt bas been pushed 

into a certain configuration to make the measurement 

possible. And they do not often appreciate just how 

artificial it is to break up continuons variables into 

quantifiable segment" (Caldwell, 1994, p. 9-10). In 

view of this, both the micro and macro approaches were 

utilized in this study in order to have a result that 

is well embraced. 

3.2 THE SU13JECT AND SAMPLE SIZE 

Cons1dcring the rcsources atour disposal (time 

and money) a total of 312 respondcn ts \1Jcre in terviewed 

in the g0ncraJ. survey, the subjccts wc1·e ever married 

___ womcn ln the age r~rou p. ( 20- 1.19) . We ch ( i ded to excl üde 

womcn .i.n UJC :ige croup 15--lD from tlds stucly bccause il 
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has been established that age at f irst. r:1arriage has 

increased in the southwestern zone of this country (NDIIS, 

1990, p. 60), where the study area is located. The 

--~a.son for the increas-e În the age at first marriage of 

the people in this zone (Yoruba) might ~e because a higb 

percentage of' girls in this age group are normally in 
,·· 

the school. Because of this, ~e decided to exclude fThis 

age group from our study in order to avoid empty cell in 

our final analysis. However, ·the ever marriecl women in 

this age group ( 15-19) were. included in the indepth l 

interview in order to Japtu~è tbeir own opinion . 
. ! 1 ' i I i 

in the iridepth iniervi~~i a total of 12 people were 
. . : ! : 

intervi~ed, bomposed Jr 6 ~ales and 6 females, and all 

of them are ever married pe6ple. 

3 .'3 · SAMPLING TECHNIQUES 

In the general survey, a mul tistagt! random sampling 

techniques was utilized to select the respondents, while 

in the indepth inte~view, respondents were selected on 

c6nvenience basis. 

In the general survey (i.e macro arproach), these 

sfages were passed through before we were ablè to sellcct 

our respondents. 
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Stage·one: This stage involved clustering tne town 

into six geo-political zones that exis~ in Ila-Orangun. 
! 

Stage Two: This stage involved rand6i selectiori of one 

Enumeration Area (EA) in each of the six clustered 

zones. In doing this, a_ list of all t.1e EAs (based on 

the 1991 census delineation exercise) in each zone was 

obtained from the National Population Commission (NPC), 

Osun State Headquater, Osogbo; and a simple random 

technique was used to select one EA (.~.tumeration Area) 

in each of the six zones. 

Stage Three: This stage involved adoption of the 

systematic random selection of each household based on 

------
the number of respondent~ interview~d in each EA. The 

number of respondent interviewed in each EA was 52, and 
. ' 

each of the~ was selected from one household (i.e a 

respondent from one household). Theref~re, based on 

the estimated average number of 500 households per EA 

(1991, census estimate), every 10th household was selected 

for sample after the first number had been randomly 

: l 
selected. · It ~hould be noted that ev6~y house in Ila-

'.! 1 . 1 
1 ' ' ,' 1 

Orangun was -~e, 11 numb:ered J.: 
• 1 i I 

Stage Four: This stag~ inibl~ed selection of an eligible 
' 1 

respondent in eàch housel!old. An eligible respondent 

was ever married womcn within the ageÏ':l?;roup (20-49). In 

à situation of plural eligible women ( i~ polygynous 
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) 

family), a s{~ple random tiechnique was used to select 
' 1 

one of them for the ibter~iew, 
l 1 

1 

i 
1 

3.4 RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 

Our research instrument for the general survey was 

the structured questionna~res anrl thRs~ qu~stionnaires 

were administered with the use of personal interview 

· method. In the indepth interviews, unstructured 

questions were used as the research instrument; since 

this will allow us to probe indepth into the matter 

under study. 

The structured questionnaires used in the general 

survey contained five sections: 

Section A: This section contained questions on the 

persona! and socio-economic characteri13tics of the respon­

dents; questfons on age, educational level, occupational 

status, state of origin etc. were asked in this section. 

The total questions in this section were nine. 

Section B: This section contain~d que~tions on the 

nuptiality, such as the date of marriage, t6e forms of 

marriage, the stability of marriage etc. and the total 

questions on thls section were seven in number. 

Section C: This section con tained questions on fer til:i.ly 

and pregnancy records; questions on numbcr o.f the live 
1 • 

bir ths, number o:f surv j_ v.ed ch1ld and dead ones were 

asked in this sectj.on; total questions a~ked in this 
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se6tion~ We~e four. 

Section D: The section contained questions on pre-

____ _!!!ari tal sex and pr~~-:-•D~!:_i tal cohabi tatL:m; questions 

like age at first sexuai relations,·cohabitation before 

marriage et~. were asked and the total questions on 

thi~ section were five in number. 

Section E: This section contained qu6stions on con­

traceptives knowledge and prevalence; Respondents were 

asked to indicate the contraceptive method(~) they . \ .. 
t • • . . 

.·have heard cif, the on~s t~ey know, the ones they had 
· : , 1 ·: · 

ever used arihlfinaliyi th~ 1tjnes they are currently using. 
1 " 1 1 : ' 
• 1 1 ' . 

Interspousal:discusioh on\family planning we~e also 

included in this section, j ~nd the secl::ion contains two 

broad questions. 

3.5 DATA COLLECTION 

The primapy data used in this study were collected 

within the first fifteen days of February 1998 in .Ila­

Orangun. The principal researcher and three interviewers 

collected the data. 

Since the principal researcher was around in Ila-

brangun throUghout the period of data·~ollection, all 

the problem encotintered by the other three intervi~wers 

were quickly reported to him and necessary steps were 

taken in order to get valid and.reliable information from 

our respondcnts. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



26 

3,.6 INDEPTH INTERVIEWS 

This is the_exploratory approach or micro approach 

used in this study to get qualitative information 

concerning marriage. This method provided details 

information on the subject matter sinct there was an 
1 

opportunitieé to probe deeply with frir·1er questions 
' . . . 

until a well rounded figure emerged. in the indepth 

iriterview, a_total of twelve (12) re~pondents were 

interviewed. These people were choseti on coriv~nience basis. 

Each respondent· was ever married ~oman and man. 

The mén and wo~en in age group 15-19 were included in 

or.der to capture their own opinion concerning the·topic 

under study. 

3.7 ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES 

In the quantitative data collection, the question-

naires used to generate qu~ntitative data were edited 
l 

on daily basi~ in th~ fieiJ in oider to check if there 
. 1 1 

is any inte~bal incbn~istericy or any omission. This 
. , . . 1 1:: . 
• 1 1 l 1 ' 

system really- helped u's, since in a si -fuation ôf signi-
, . 1 

ficant omission, interview~rs were askéd to return to the 
. 1 ' 

respondent in order to fill the omitted points or-questions. 
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At the end of the 

round editing was done 

l 
i.: 
1 j 

whJle field work, the second 
1 

1 1 t · · · 1 !' • on eac1 ques-10nna1re. 1~~er 

this, each questionnaire was coded into the computer 

sheet and SPSS computer prog~amrne was used to perform 

Chi-square analysis and Analysis of Variance on the 

study to test our hypotheses. The level of significant 

used in this analyses is 0.05. 

The result from qualitative study (indepth inter­

views), after transcribed, were used to explain our 

findings in the general survey. 

3.8 PROBLEMS AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY· 

The major problem that this study had was the 

~navailability of a sample frame, because w~ do not 

have or know the total number of ever married women 

that are in 
1

the age group 20-49 in IlŒ-Oran~un~ However, 

the mul tistage random sampling techni~_ue. had helped 

us to solve the problem we can have in taking probability 

sampl.e without total sample frame. 

Other problems are the reluctance on the part of 

:some respondents in reporting age and number of children 

ever born, but the way we structured our questionnaires 

had hclped us to solve these problems. 
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--·--3-;9 DEFINITION-ANir OPERATIONALIZATION OF CONCEPTS 

The two basic concepts of this study will be 

operationali~ed in order to have a clear picture of 

each concept: 

1. Fertility: This can be defined as the actual 

reproduction performances in a population based on 

the number of li~ebirth that occurs. It indicates 
: . ! . . 

the act~~l numbe1 of· f~i.ldren bo1;,-1 ali ve. This 

must be ·dif f erent ia tep.! from f ecur~:' i ty, which is the 
. 1 

physiological capacit~· to produce offsprings. 
' 1 

Fecundity is different from fertility in that, it 

is the potential level of reproduction , performance ------· 

while fertili ty is an. actual r1?prorl11r.tton perfor­

mance in a population. 

2. !i!:!J?tiality/Marriage: Bongaarts and Potter (1983:4) 
' 

defined marriages as "relatively r;table sexual 

unions" to which "socially sanctioned childbrearing" 

is limited in most societies. It can also be 

seen as an institutionalized mating arrangement 

between human male and human female or as a socially 

sanctioned union of one or more men with one or 

more women with expectation that they will play 

the rolbs of husband and wife, parents and children. 
->i)'·· 
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Nuptiality as a·concept according to Charles 

Tilly.(1978) refers to "the movement of people into and 

out of marriage". He argued that Nupt __ ali ty signi:ficantly 

affects fertility; since the great b~lk of human concep-
r 

tion, and an· even greater share of buman childbearing 

takes place within marriage (Tilly, 197~:9). 

This chapter contains our research methodology 

wherein we explained various ~ethods used in selecting 

our respondents. The analytical techniques were stated 

-----with varions problems and limitations of the study. 

Finally, we conceptualized the key concepts of our study. 

i 

1 
1 . 
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.1 
1 

CHAPTER FOUR 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND THEORETICA:G FllAMEWORK ----
l 

4.1 LITERATURE REVIEW 

A number of stuclies have focused .on nuptiality and 

fertility both in developed and developing countries. 

In this study attempt will be made to ~e~iew the studies 

in developed and developing countries, but special 

attention will be paid to Nigeria studies, since the 

study focus on Yoruba people of Nigeria. 

There are suggestion that nuptia~~ty bas changed 

in recent years in sub-saharan Africa. Whether the 

change is purely structural, because more women live in 

cities and have gained schooling (factors that tend to 

delay marriage), or whether the changes represent a 

profound transformation of the patterns of early and 

universal marriage that affect the entire population is 

a question that can not be settled easily (Van de Walle,_ 

1993). The changes are certainly 1 inked wi th, ·deep 

transformations in the African family à.nd are accompanied 

by or pcrhaps in part caused by increasing fcmale inde­

penùcnce ins:ide and outs:i.de of Union (Guyer, 1988; Locoh, 

.1988~ Durnham, 1987). 

1 

'i t . i 
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The Nigeria national policy on.population states 

that "families shall be dissuaded from giving away their 

daughters in marriage before the age of 18 years" (FRN, 

1988). However, the data from 1990 Nigeria Demographic 

and Health Survey (NDHS) indicate that half the women 

in Nigeria h~ve married by, age 17 (th€ median age nationdl-
1 i 

ly). · On the .national/ sca[e, age at first marriage bas 
' ' ! ' 1 . 

' 1 

not change appreciably ov~t time; there is only slight 
i 

shift with median age at m~rriage increased by one-half 
1 . ' 

a year. It should be noted that slight change observed 

it the national level bas been achieved primarily through-­

changes in the behaviour of women i.n th0. south. The 

median age a t marria·ge a t sou th bas increased by two years 

while there are no clear change in the median age at 

marriage among women in the North (NDI-IS, 1990). This 

findings also confirmed the result of Okedijl's studies 

of 1970s. llis finding showed that in predomlnantly 

Muslim Communi ties of the Northern States, g·, 3 percent of 

females aged 15-19 were single in comparison to an over­

all 28 percent of Nigetia (Okediji, 1973). 

In the unsophisticated traditionil'.Yoruba society, 

no woman or ~an remained single througlout life .. 

Physical disability was never seen as rn impediment to 
. \. 

marriage, everi men got married when they are sexually 
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impotent iri order to save their own faces orthose of 

their immedia te relatives, as well as te/ get someone to 

look after their domestic establishments (Fadipe, 1970, 

p. 65). 

Recent study at national level also confirmed 

this universality of marriage in Nigeria .. Nigeria Demo­

graphic and health survey (NDHS, 1990:57) repprt on the 

__ . cu!'r.ent marital §ta t}!._s ___ s_bows the da ta in table 4 .1 

.below: 

Table 4.1: Current Marital Status in N.igeria . 

Current Marital Status 

Percent distribution of women by current marital 
status; according to age, Nigeria 1990 

1 ., 
1 

i · Marital Stat.U$ 
1 

Never Married ~_iiVt : Wid- \ Not ' Age i Di- · . .ro.tàl Numbe:t Marrièd i owed .I,.i.vi1g 
1 

ing 1 :• vori:- of 
'1 ' ! toge..:. toge-1 ced Women 

' ! thet ther 
: 

·3 .ol 15-19 61.4 34.0 0.3 0.7 0.6; 100.0 1,612 I , 
- ·---~-

20-24 21.7 70.8 5.5 0.5 0.7 0 .8, 100.0 1,676 
- ·-· - ---

25-29 7.9 81.5 7.9 1.0 0.7 0.9' 100.0 1,669 

30-3·4 0.9 84.9 10.8 1.4 1.4 0.7 100.0 1,410 
·--- .. 

35-39 1.2 83.7 9.8 3.7 0.5 1.1: 100.0 954 
. - - . 

40-·1 11 0.3 77.7 ~}. 8 7.8 2.8 1. 7 100.0 83G 

45-49 O.l 78.7 8.2 l0.3 1.8 0.8 100.0 62·1 
.. 

Source: Nigeria D~mographic and llealth Survey, 1990 p. 57. 
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Looking at colum two (Never rnarriJtl) aud the oldost 

age group (45-49), we find out that, it was only 0.1 

percent that had never married, this figure shows that 

99.9 percent were ever married, which shows that 

marriage was and is a universal demographic phenomenon in 

Nigeria. 

Marriage and age at marriage in Ytruba society depend 

solely on the cultural attitude towar~~ marriage and the 

expectation that persons shouid màrry ty or before a 

certain age. Sexual relations outside the state of 

wedlock were against the traditional custom of the 

yoruba. Today, emphasis on sexual relation only within 

astate of wedlock has diminished. Recent investigations 

have shown that cohabitation now preced~ the stated date 

of marriage among the Yoruba by about six months plus; 

infact the Yoruba traditional sexual system bas been 

_____ destabilized (Caldwell -et al, 1991). The dramatic 

breakdown in the system has been attribut~d to Westerni­

iation and the high degree of permissiveness and promis­

chity associat~d with moderhization which are now prevalent 

in the society (Orubuloye, 1981). Be it as it may, 

marriage is still the most preferred iilsti tutional 

arrangement for having children in Yori.i.ba society. TlJus 'l 

i • • in<11v:idua.ls continue to an:t1cJpate rna1~1-Lage as a normal 
1 1 

i 
j i 

! 

1 

i 
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.and important part of life. Marriag0 ~ay be postponed, 

but it is an event which is rarely fo~gone altogether. 

Permanent celibacy was and still is, very rare in 

, Yoruba society. r 

i 
1 

Education appears t~ be an important factor in 
' 

age at first marriage. ~or example, the median age 
. ! 

. at first marri~ge increa~es steadily with education 

from 15.7 years among women with no education to 20 

years for women wi th secondary schooling 0,H)HS, 1990). 

Education plays an imporiant role in inhibiting fertility, 

although it had been said that identifying the direction 

of any causal relationship between fertility and education 

is complex (Cochrane, 1979) but it bas been arguecl that 

lower levels of fertility are associated usually with 

higher levels of education (Arowolo, 1979, Adewuyi, 1983). 

Typically, the explanation for this Bssociation revolves 

around the fact that more educated wo~en are more likely 

to delay marriage and to work for pa5d emplo~1ment in the 

formal labour market after leaving school. 

Another aspect of Yoruba marriage is its polygynous 

nature; although polygyny is one of the most widely known 

featuresrof Africa marriage (Mair, 1969:1, Kayongo -

Male and Onyango 1984:65); In many West African countrics 
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polygyny is a flourishing institution rather than a 

dying tradition (Ware, 1983:16). For instance, it has 

been said that traditionally a man in Ghana bas unlimited 

sexual freedom both in and out of marriage while a 

woman is expected to stick to only one partner at a 

--· __ tJ_me .. ~ . . . This is ___ in Jœeping wi th a si tua tion in which -

a man can be the husband of several wives, but a woman 

is a wife to.only one man (Anarfi and Awusabo-Asave, 

1993:30). 

· In Nigeria, polygyny is a common :'_·nsti tution. It 

exists in all regions and among all sc~io-economic groups, 

although the prevalence varies. Rural ~omen and women 
' ' '. . 

in the North a~e more '.like[y than urban women and women 

. th. . tl ' 1t' b . hl . G t d. ff 1n , e sou 1 : o e 1n suc i .union. rea - 1· · erence was 
• 1 ! 

' i 

also find with educationalj Status of the women because, 

t~e majority of the women Lith no education are in a 

polygynous union (NDHS, 1990). It bas bee11 said also 

that monogamous wives tend to delay marriage'longer than 

the polygynous wives (Orubhloye, 1981). 

Orubuloye also argued that most Yoruba men believe 

that they ar~ by nattire polygynous, and in order to 

iatisfy their sexual needs, they tend to marry many wives 

(Orubuloye, 1994). Caldwell in the same way argucd that 

i~iboth rural and urban areas of West Africa, there is 

L 
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evidence tha t those who are currentl y ih' monogamous 

unions may end up in polygynous unions, and· àlmost 

all women have to see this as possible throughout their 

life time. (Caldwell, 1994:7). 

Infact, this polygyny issue is nota trivial matter 

in West Africa where usually 40-50 percent of currently 

married women are in polygynous marriage (Lesthaeghe, 

Kanfmann and Meekers, 1989: 276). 

In Yoruba society, it can be seerr that men derive 

social, moral, economic and psychological advantages 

from having many wives. In the .~ast, it brought prestige, 

and a man wi th two or more wi ves and many child1·en was 

seen as weal thy and of high sta tus in the commu11ity. 

Having many children also bring psycholcgical satisfaction 

and social respect to parent (Oni, 1996). For instance, 

in Ondo State (one of typical Yoruba State in Nigeria), it 

h~s been said that the polygynous level is 62 percent for 

those in 45-49 year of age, this indicate that majority 

of women in Y6ruba so6iety are in polygynous union at 

some stage of their lives (DHS, (Ondo St<ite),'1989:12). 

It bas· b~en claimed that, in most carefully executed 
. ' . l 
studies, the iesults have shown a lower fertility in poly-

. . .. . . . i l 
gynous marriage;, althou'gh the difference is small 

.: · 1 l , 
1 l 1 

(Pebley and Mb~gUa, 1989). 1 

1 1 
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For instance, in a study in Kenya, bo-th Senior and 

junior co-wives share lower fertility, a study in Cote l 
1 1 

d'ivoire showed onlyijunior wives having lower fertility 
• 1 1 ' 

than women in monoga~ous ~nions (Palmer, 1991). The 
i l \ 

standard explanation bas ~een sexual abstinence usually 

covering a long breast-feeding period. Also, several 

wives may mean less frequent intercourse with_~ny one. 

Iti addition, data on birth interval could be interpreted 

as lower fecundity of old men rather than less frequent 

intercourse since younger wives were normally younger 

than their husband. 

When one examines the fertility implication of 

recorded changes in nuptiality, the conclusion is that, 

age at marriage has risen in many cq~~tties of the 

sub-saharan Africa, but ·that this tre~d appears to h~ve 

little relationship to any change in iertility; the pro­

portions single increase sharply in the age group 15-19, 

but the number of children ever born at the same ages 
l 

often changes little, if at all (Van de Walle, 1993). 

lt is likely that the .. proportion of unmarried mothers 

is increasing. 

Timaeus and Graham also argued that, late marriage 

was an important feature of the dernography of Botswana,. 

and one that had been established for some time. They_ 

acknowledged however, that the effect of late marriage 

on fertilit}1 was "less than might expect" (Timacus 
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and Graham, 1989:381). 

Sorne have suggested that the role of migrants may 

provide a key to urban populations because their presence 

is associated with low fertility and ~igh mortality. 

----specifically, the Tencfëncy of migrants to be unmarried 

people has been singled out as a crucial matter. One 

explanation'for low fertility· hinges ~ri observations such 

as those of John Knodel and Marr~ jo Maynes that many 

~igrant women were single servants and that they there­

fore depressed urban nuptiality and hence depressed 

urban fertility (Knoldel and Maynes, 1976; Knodel, 1977). 
i 

Female rigrants jmay:r~rry later than female natives 

and they may bear fe~er children as a result. There are 
i 1 

suggestions'from a nu'.mberj of source that migrant women 
1 

did, infact, marry late.·: McBride's research on clomestic 

servants suggeèts that the service work so pop~Jar among 

migrant women caused them. to delay marriage (McBride,· 

1976:87). Dublin analyses among three New Hampshire towns 

indicates that migrant women married lat~r (Dublin, 1979). 

Age has been shown to exhibit a curvilinear relation­

ship to marital quality (Glenn, 1990, Orbuch et al, 1992). 

Many studies have shown a strong posi1ive relationship 

between age at marriage and marital s~ability (Kiernan, 

1986; Moore and Waite, 1981 ). 
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This shows that marriage at younger ages are ~ore likely 

to end in divorce (Booth and Edwards, 1985; Teachman, 1983). 

There is also evidence that late marriage (marriage sub­

stantially above the average age) increases the chances 

of divorce, but notas highly as does ea~ly marriage 

(Glick and Norton, 1977). The literaturé also suggests 

that education is negatively related to mirital dissolu­

tion (Bumpass and Sweet, 1972; Bumpass et al, 1991). 

There is also a clear inverse relationship between income 

and other measures of socio-economic status and divorce 

(Fergusson, llorwood, and Shannon, 1984; Martin and 

Bumpass, 1989; South and Spitze, 1986). Also; data from 

- a--small rural sample indkated that economic promotes 

hostility in marital inter~ctions, curtailing warm and 

supportive spouse behaviours (Conger et al., 1990). 

It bas been said that premarital coL1bita:tion is 

associated with a higher probability of divorc~ 

(Balakrishnan et al~ 1987; Benneth, Blac and Bloom, 1988. 

Since positive selection might mean that, those with most l 

to'offer a pot~ntial ma\e ma~ry, those with somewhat less 
: 1 • 1 • I · 

to of Ier cohabi t, and tl1ose }Vi th the least to of fer remain 
i 
i 

single and living alone; This reasoning fits with Booth and 
1 

Jol1nson's (1988) conclusion that cohabitors tend to have 
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personal cha~acteristics 

material. 

1 

that make the~ poor marriage 

1 

! 

Women's labour-force karticipation has been hypo-
1 

thesized to decreases marital stability (particularly 

l 

encouraging wive's to be less financially tied to_their 

husband); though the evid~nce on this point is equivocal 

(White, 1990). Sorne research bas shown that having children 

reduces the likelihood of divorce (Becker, Landes and 

Micheal, 1977, Cherlin, 1977 )°, though ··:.here have been 

other studieS that hav~ not confirmed ~his relationship 

(Bumpass and Swèet, 1972). While the result of this 

research are somewhat contradictory, there is evidence 

that the gender of children can influen6e divorce-h~ving 

male children reduces the likelyhood of divorce (Morgan, 

Lye and Condran, 1988). 

Divorce is common in African but sois remarriage 
1 

p~rticularly if the woman is still in ber reproductive 

year, so the total lost to exposure to the risk of 

childbearing may be .s~all (Smith et al. 1984); whereas, 

it bas been said that, this quick remmary normally results 

in a large proportion of ever-married women who are actually 

in union· (Mhloyi, 1988). Several institut.ions, including 

poly~yny and widow inheritance, a p~actice whereby a widow 

ri.uthomatically remarries a close relative of diseascd 
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(oft'en his brother), facilitate quick remarriage 

~- ---~ollowing wido_whoo~ ;_ such behaviours an be expected to 

result in high level of fertility. 

4.2 THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS AND CONCEPTUAL 

FRAMEWORK 

The st~dy derived its theoretical stxength from 

structural-functionalism theory (Haralambos and Heald, 

1980:9-12) and proximate ~eterminants framework 
1 

( Bongaarts èt al. 1984). ! The combina tion of the se two 
' ' . . . ; i . 

frameworks is consistent iin explaining the rel a tionship 
! 

between Nuptiality and F~rtility since the particular 

'theories complement rather than contradict one another, 

and each theory provide1? useful but l:imited explanations __ . 

of social phenomena. 

4.2.1 STRUCTURAL--FUNCTIONALISM THEûRY: 

Accorcling to Haralambos and HeaL.l ( 1980), the key 

points of the functionalist perspect:t·:.te ma.y be summarized 

by a comparison drawn from Biology. If a biologist 

wanted to know how an organism such as human bo~y worked, 

he might begin by examining the.various paits such as 

the brain, lungs, h~art and liver. Howeve~, if he si~ply 

a.nalysed the parts :i.n isolation from each other, he would 
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be unable to explain how life was maintainèd. To do 

this, he would have to examine the p~rts in rdlation 

to each other since they work together to maintain the 

organism. Thus he would analyse the relationships 
'. 

between the heart, lungs, brain and so on to understand 

how they o~erated and appreciate their importance. 

From this view point, ahy part of the organism 

must be se~n in terms of the organism as a whole. 

Functionalism adopts a·similar perspective. The 

various parts of society are seen to be interrelated 

and taken together, they forma complete system. To 

- ·-----uhderstand any part-61: society, such as the family or 

religion, the part must be seen in relation to society 

as a whole; Thus where biologist will examine a part 

of the bddy, stich as th~ heart, in ter~s of its con­

tribution to the maintenance of the human brganism, 

the functionalist Will examine a part of society, such 

as the family~ in terms of its contribution to the ) 

main tenance
1 

of the
1 

:slciaii ;system. 

Tl ' ' ', ! t' 1 f 1 . . t . t 1e main par ·s o sôc1e y, 1 s institutions, such 
" ' f . 1 : 1 ' i , : 

' , ' 1 ' 

as the famiiy, the: econo~y, the educational ~nd 
• : 1 

political systems ire maJor aspects of the social 

structure. Thus an institution can be seen as a 

structure made 11p o:f :in terconnected .. role or in terconnectcd 

norms. For example, the family is made up-of the inter-
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I I • ! 
! \ 

' ! 
6onnected role~ of husban4 father, wife, mother, son 

and daughter. Social relationships within the family 

are structured in terms of a set of relat~d norms. 

At its simplest, function means effect. Thus 

the function of the family is the eff~~t it bas on 

othet parts of the social. structure r .. _.d on society 

as a whole. 

The application of this theory to this study can 

be viewed thus: the theory gives us a better understanding 

of what David and Blake (1956) referred to as the back­

ground variables of fertility level. These background 

variables include cultural, Psychological, economic, 

social, health and environmental factors. This is the 

background context within which fertility take place in 
1 

indiviclual comi:nunity and life. Acèording to this theory, 

~ach of these background variables has effect on the 

fiertility level of individual-.person. and conununity. 

Therefore, different background factors tend to produce 

different fcrtility level. The major problem of this 

theory is that, it fails to give us explanation on those 

factors tha t have direct influence or -8f f ect on fer til:i ty, 

these factors are what David and Blake (1956) referred 

to as the intcrmcdiate variables of fcrtility. 
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However, since a change in one or more of the 

back~round variables will only prodtice a change in the 

intermediate variables (Proximate determinants) it 

means that, these background variables have indirect 

influence on fertility. Therefore, there is a need 

for us to look for another conceptual framework that 

explains the proximate deterrninants which have direct 

effect on fertility of any given individual or co~runity. 
i 

: j i I l 
1 

4.2.2. PROXIMATE DETERMlNANTS FRAMEWOHK: 

The idea of proximaterdeterminants was first 
/ 

rnanifested in the classic work of David and Blake 
---

(1956) as said before. David and Blake then outlined 

that, the factors affecting fertility can be classified 

into two groups: backgroµnd variables and intermediate 

· or proxinmte variables. The former iri:c1udes cultural, 

Psychological, economic, social, health and environmental 

factors. The proximate determinants are those factors 

that have a direct effect on fertility. The background 

factors operate through the proximate deterrninants to influ­

ence .fertillty; they do not influence fertilit~ .. :directly. 

This analytical framcwork of Davis and Blake. (l956) 

is being called the Davis-Blake intermediate variables 

framcwork; aricl the authors categorized intermediate 

var j_ables in to t hree major ·,1: sub--d.i.v isions ,,1rnmcly: inter­

course, conception, and gestation varj_ables and these 

three variables wcrc d.i.vidcd :i.nto clcvcn int(,rmcd:iate 
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variables. These intermediate variables interact to 

produce fertility differentials in different communi­

ties. 

John Bongaarts revisited Davis and Blake work 

in 1978 and collapsed the entire set of elevent inter­

mediate variables into eightJfactors (Bongaarts, 1978). 

These are variables he called proximate determinants of 

fertility. Proximate determinants a~9 defined as the. 

biological and behavioral factors tir,: .jugh which socio-

- ------economic and envirôhniental variables affect fertility 

(Bongaarts, 1978:105). The important characteristics 

of a proximate determinant is its direct influence on 

fertility. 

Bongaarts et al. (1984) enumerate nine major 

proximate determinants of fertility at the societal 

level thus :, marriage or.unions patterns, contraceptiori, 
1 

lactational, amenorrhèa; llOstpartum abstinence, patholo-
, 1 I ·, 1 • ! , 

' ! ' i 1 

gical sterility, ind~ced1abortion, frequency of sexual 
' i i ' 

jntercourse, spontaneousJintraut:erine mortality, and 

natural sterility. Since proximale determinants have 

direct influence on fertility, if a proximate_~eter­

minant (such as marriage pattern) changes, fertility 

wil 1 dcJ iù i tc-)ly cltnnge; for instance ;r\ J er ti li ty of a 

·-------· 
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society where marriage is lniversal and early. 

will be different from fertility of a society where 

celibacy or late marriage is being prL~tice. 

A synthesis of structural-functionalism and 

Bongaarts proximate determinants framèwork will then 

look like the description in the diagr&m below: 

Diagram 4.1: The Relationship between Background 

variables, proximate determinants 

and fertility. 

Socioeconomic, 

cultural .etc. 

factors: 

Education~ 

Employmen t, 

Cul1;ural, 

Religiou, etc. 

Background 
Variables 

Proxima te 

determinants: 

Marriage patterns, 

Contracéptives, 

induced abortion 

etc. 

Proxima te,,..· 
Detcrminants 

' 

_, 
• 

r 

FertiU.ty 

lev'el 

'-
Dependent 
Variable. 

From the above diagram, the mechanism of changes in 

fertility lcvel wili thcn be like this: any changes 

that occur ü1 the b~1ckground variable \Vill first of all 

have effcct one or more of the proximate detcrminants of 
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fertility and after this, it will affe~t the· reproductive 

behaviour (fe~tility) of a given society or individuals. 

For instance. an increase in the educational level of a 

woman (background variable) may leads to the increase 

in ber age at first marriage (proximate determinant 

(variable)) and final ly 1·eçluce the number of ber ever 
' i ! 

born childred (Dependdnt v~riable). This shows that, 
1 1 , 
! 1 ' 

necessarily any backgioundi va~iables that will influence 

or affect fertility perfor~ance must do so by producing 

a change in one or mor~ of the intermediate variables 

(proximate determinants) and after thie fertiJ.ity level 

will change. 

Thus, in this study, the way by ~Lich background 

variables change the age _at first marriage and marriage 

patterns, and at last reduce or increase fertility was 

sLudied. 

4.3 RESEARCII IIYPOTJJESES 

The study was couductcd to test the following 

hypotheses: 

l. EducatJonal atta.lnment is positively relate(~ with 

age at flrst marringe. 

2. The Hclig i.ous aJf i lia tion of the people de termines 

Llwir fonn of rnarr Jage. 
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3. Age at first marriage has a significant effect 

on mar~tal stability. 

4. Age at first marriage inversely·affects the 

level of fertility. 

5. The forms of marriage determjne ~ertiLity lcvcl. 

6. The stability of marriage affect the fertility 

level of the people. 

In this chapter, we have revi~wed the necessary 

literatures; also structural-funç,tionalism theory and 

Bongaarts proximate determinants framework were 

syth~sised to be our theoretical orientation and 

finally our hypothesos wore stated. 

! ·, 

.J 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPIIIC PROFILE AND 

NUPTIJ\LITY DYNAMICS OF RESPONDENTS 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter contains the basic descriptive results 

of our study. Firstly, attempts are made at cx~mining 

the characteristics of the respondents ln order to 

e~tablish their socio-economic background. Secondly, 

we examine the nuptiality dynamics witll other phenomcna 

surrounding it among ever married Ila-O~angun women agcd 

20--49. 

5. 2 SOC IO-ECONOM lC AND DEMOGlll\PIIIC n:~Ol''ILE 

The var Jables to be ana:lysed in this section Jncludc: 

age ·of respondcu ts, educational a ttainmcn t, occupational 

---~_ta tus, n.nd rel J.clous aJ I ilia tion of the rcsponclcuts. 

5.2.l AGE OF Hfü]PONIJENTS 

Tite mean age of our s::11nple .i.s 3.1. 3 nnd the modal 

age ln 27.1 while rncdian age is 30. Tbc rncan age secms 

ldghcr bccause only cvc.r 111n.1.-riccl wonH'll !JeLwecn the arre 
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However, the majority of those·simpled fall within 

the 25 to 39 - year age bracket with total percentage of 

72.8 percent. Nevertheless, the age bracke~ 25-29 has 

.the highest frequency. 

Table 5.1 

' 
i ; i 
!Percentage 

1 

Distribution 
1 

of Respondent by Age 
1 

1 

NutnbeJ Age group Percen~.:i.ge 
. --

20-24 41 13.1 

25-29 115 36.9 

30-34 65 20.7 

35-39 47 15.1. 

40-44 27 8.7 

45-41J 17 5.5 
-· 

i TOTAL 312 100.0 

Ta~le 5.1 clearly shows that the propottion in 

each age group increases with age, reaching the maximum 

at age group 25-29 and thereafter falls consistently 

at oldcr ages. 
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

Apparently all over the world, (,,f:,uca tion is a 

crucial factor determining the socio-0conomic status 

of the people. Therefore a lot of emphaèii bas been 
' ' 

laid on education since the inception of the universal 

primary education (U.P.E) by the United Nations in 

the 1950s. Because _ of_ this, the for mal Western Reg ion ---

of Nigeria (now the South-Western zone of the country) 

began the registration of children of school age popu­

lation for universal primary education (U.P.E) in 1954. 

This may account for hith proportion of our respondents 

with minimum of primary school educat:_on. Table 5 .1 

displays the percentage distribution of the respondents 

by level of educatiortal a~tainment . 

. l 
! 
1 

Table 5.2: Percentage distribution of Respondents 
i 

by Education A ttainment: ?--1' 

--

Educat.lon level Number Peri: -:.entage 

None 50 l6.0 .. 

Primary 91' 29.2 

Sccoudary rtnd 'l'TC 1-15 46.5 

I'or:; t TTC and 
Dcgrce 2G 8.3 

[ 
___ ... 

--·-· ·- -·· 

TOTAL 312 1~ 
-··· 

()0.0 

l 
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Clearly from the table 5.2, over three-quarters 

of our respondents (84 percent) have attended school. 

Secondary and Teacher Training College (TTC) bas the 

highest frequency of 145 constituting 46.5 percent of 

our sample population. The reason for high proportion 

of people with secondary education might not be uncon­

necte~ with the fact that during the Second Republic in 

Nigeria (1979-83), the gover_nment of Dhe Unity Party of 

Nigeria (UPN) in the old Oyo-State instituted free 

education for students in the primary and iecondary 

school, also there was an automatic Li:mission into 

secondary school from primary school during this period. 

About 50 persans, constituting 16 percent of our 

total sample, did not go to school at all. It is 

likely that most of the people in this category are in 

the older age brahkets, who did not have opportunity of 

going to school. 

5.2.3 occurl\TIONl\l. STJ\TUS OF 11ESPONDENTS 

The occupational staLus of a given populaLion 

rcilccts Lo certnin a degree the kind of cconomic 

acl..Lvi. t.ies lhat.. a:rc t:Jking place in Lhat p()pulation. 
1 1 

i · 1 ' • 1 

1-' 

l 
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Over three-quarter of our respondents (82.1 pércent) 

a~e working in the informai sector of the economy, where­
l 

as only 17. 9 percent are ~orking in tke. 'formai sector. 

The informai seritor bf the econo~y is that sector 

that is not regulated by way of legis:.ition or govern-

1 

ment policies. It is unofficial and {nregulated sub-

sector of the economy, where free entry to new enterprises 

exists. These enterprises rely on indigenous resources, 

they are family-owned and small-scale; they use labour~ 

intensive ana adapted technology; theii workers rely on 
1 

hon-formal sources of education and skills ~nd operate 

in unregulated and competitive markets~ This sector 

according to Vandemoortele (1991) has become the labour 

sponges in sub-saharan Africa after the introduction of 

structural-Adjustment program (SAP) in the region. 

Taule 5.3 Per6entage Distribution of Respondents by 
Occupational Status: 

)ccup:1,t:.i.on 
--
'.iv.il Servants 

l'cachJng 

-~ 

1 
Iurr_;Jng 
1ank.i ng 
:l('l'k 
ruuJ j_ 11g 

)'thc•rs 
···---------

l'OTAL 
-

-

--

--

1 
---

.. 

Number ::Ir~rcen tage 
,. 

12 ·, 3 .9 

27 8 .7 

9 2. 9 
G j .9 
2 0.6 

l~JG 4 ~I .6 
120 38.5 

312 J lOO .O; 
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Table 5.3 shows that the single largest ôccupation 

is petty trading in which 43.6 percent of our total 

sample engaged, followed by "others" \Vi th 38. 5 percent. 

"Others" as used here represent those people with such 

occupations as tailors, hairdressers, photographers, 

- ·-·--soap makers, barbers-·eîc. The above t_wo ca tegories 

represent the informa! sector.of the economy and 82.1 

percent of our sample population. are in this sector. 

With respect to the formal sector, teaching bas 

the largest share, with 8.7 perceni followed by Civil 

Servants, with 3.9 percent; whereas Nursing, Danking 

and clerk have 2.9 percent, 1.9 percent and 0.6 percent.1 

respectively. 
' '1 

j 

1: 
1 i 
1 

' 1 
' 1 

5.2.4 RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF RES1\)NDENTS 
1 

Religion is accepted:as an important p~edictor 

of demographic behaviour in every human society~ It 

influences the cultural and social beliefs 6f people, 

also it serves as a significant medium by which tradi­

tional cultural belicfs and norms can be modified. 

' 
Through it, foreign attitudes and values are lcant and 

some blases acqulrecl (Adeolrnn, 1979). 
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Our respondents a~e predominantly Muslims and 

Christians since these religions shareQ 48.4 and 48.l 

percent of our sample population respectively. The 

traditional worshippers are uncommon WJ.th only 3.5 

percent. 

5.3 NUPTIALITY DYNAMICS PROFILE 

The variables to be analysed in {~is section 

include: the forms of marriage of our respondents, 

their current marital status, marital stability, types 

of marriage contracted, durationnof marriage before 

dissolution, with socio-economic status of people 

involved in unsiabled union, the reaso~s why people 

enter into polygynous marriage, pre-marital cohabitation, 

- ----premari tal pregnancy and age at first sexual relation t -­

of our respondents. 

5.3.1 FORMS OF MARRIAGE 

13asically, there are two forms of marrtùge in 

·Yorubaland namely; monogamy and polygyny. Monogamy 

is a system of marriage in which a man marries jusl onel 

wif~, whereas polygyny isl a system of marrlagc in which 
11 1 1 ! ' 

1 . 

a man marries more than o~è wife. Polygynous type of 
1 

marriago is more conm1<Jn i11 most, if not all, indigcnous 

J\Ir ican soc.i.eties. T.1.blel 5 .1 show Llw dis tribu Lion of 

rcspondents ~Y Iorm of marriage. 
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Table 5.4 Percentage disttibution of ~espondents by l 
1 

their forms oflmarriage: 
.1 1 ' 

1 
1 

'' i 1' ' 

of 
1 ! 

Forms Marriage Number Percentage 
1 

1 

Monogamy 197 63.1 

Polygyny 115 36.9 

TOTAL 312 100.0 

It is clear from the Tab~e 5.4 that, the majority 

of the respondents are in monogamous union. Nevertheless, 

the number in polygynous union is also relatively signi­

ficant. Therefore, we can say that although there is 

a large percentage of monogamous union, polygynous unions 

too exist side by side with it, but to a lesser extent. 

This social fact may be a.ttributed partly to the customs 

and traditional beliefs of these peopl~ and partly to 

the nature of marriage institutions in this society. 

5.3.2 WHY PEOPLE ENTER INTO POLYGYNUUS FOHM OF 

MARRI.I\GE 

Colonial rule brought about the in1_por tà t ion of 

fore ign system of marr ia.ge, t hat is, 'mo11ogamy' whieh 

now exist along wilh other forms of marriage in sub-saharan 

... _____ J\frica. Marri.:ige lawE: or ordinances, .as wcll as the 

Cln: j s tian rel Jgi on have he lpec.1 to p ropai::atc monogamous 

mn.rr iage. S.i.nce L bey f orb.i.ù lheJr adltrcn t f rom marry .i ng 
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more than one wife, contrary to the local cultures and 

social patterns. 

However, con~idering the présent situation of 

things in our society, that is, with Westernization 

and modernization in conjuction with multiple religion 

beliefs, we asked the question "What do you think is the 

reason(s) for people entering into polygynous forms of 

marriage?" 

Responsés to this question can be fountl in the 

Table 5.6. 
i 

1 1 
1 ' 1 ' '. 

~~~centage disl~ibution of Respondents by Table. 5. 5 
1 

Reasons for entèring into Polygynous form 

of Marriage: 

_________ n_e_a_s_o_n_s _________ ~l.r,umber I P~rcentag;1- . 

~Jsunderstanding and Bad behaviour 
o.f first spouse 

Bareness and delay in having offsprin1 

Culture, Value and Religious Injuction 

Necessary assistance and love for 1 ·, 
large children 

Female birth only hy first spouse, 
Jam.Lly intervention, and Jack of 
sexual enjoyment 

No Hcsponse. 

TOTJ\J., 

42 13.5 

56 18;, 0 

1211 3D. 7 

23 7 .4 

16 5.0 

5J. lG.,1 
j_ 

312 ~--1_0_0_._o __ ~ 
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The table 5.5 reveals that culture, values and 

religious injuction play important role in entering 

into polygynous form of marriage, sinca 39.7 percent 

of our respondents give this fact as.the reason for 

entering into polygyny. Bareness and delay in having 

-offspring also play an important role with 18 percent, 

which shows the pronataiist n~ture of these people, 

whereas, misunderstanding and bad behaviours of the 

first spouse has 13.5 percent. 

In our indepth interview, Mr. Jide Boriowo of 

No. RM 44, Oke-Ola, aged 47 said that: 

"People enter into polygynous form of 

marriage because of the followirik 

reasons: African men are polyg;~ous 

by nature and this·has been builc 

into their culture; but with the 

advent of christianity and Islam, 

marriage patterns began to differ. 

Christianity has been able to reduce 

polygyny among African christians, 

whcrcas Islam bas aided our traditional 

cul Lure, bccause Islam allows polygyi1y 

if you can enter for the wives equally, 

which mcans, polygy,~y w il l continue 
. ! 

with us evcn wi.Lh. mddernization and 
. : j . 

Wester~lzation,! ~indè culture die<l • • • J 
. ; / 

lwrd.ty· èr,pccially wlicn your bclief 

system support Jl:". J 
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' i 

Mr. Taiwo Oyirtloye 

said that: 

i 61 , A • of GB6 ', · t\rarom1 
' 1 

1 , 
Arca, agcd 19 

"Peole enter :into 

! 
1 
·polygyny whea tlle 

f irst wife has problem with cl1Jld 

birth or when she lrneps on having 

only female cbildren without any 

heir". 

The above responses to indepth i11terview question 

show that the practice of polygyny may have bctter 

explanation in the context of the people's culture and 

values. For instance, the value attached to a large 

number of wives and children in terms of prestige, 

reputation, labour force, clefence and J.ca<lership may 

lead people into polygyny. 

5.3.3 cunnENT MARITAL STATUS 

The logic bchincl Lhis section is to know Lhe currcnt 

nmr .i tnJ s ta tus oI our responclen Ls, herc we slmll know 

the prop0rtion of those people who are cu.r.rcn lly nwxr.iecl 

and living witlJ husband, proportion of those scparaLcd, 

dlvorccd aJJd wi.dowcd accordlngly. 

l 
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Table 5.6: 

Current 

Married 
Husband 

59 

Percentage distribution of Respondents 

by their--cur\·ent Mairtal Status: 

Marital Status Number Percent age 

and living with 
277 88.8 

Separated 11 3.5 

Divorced 

Widowed 
-

TOTAL 1 

In table 5.6 abobt 

: 

1 

1 

' 
1 

1 
1' 

1 
i 

i 

17 5.5 

7 2.2 

312 100.0 

fourb11-f ifth of our responden ts 
1 

-

(88.8 percent) are currently married and living with 

husband, whJle 5. 5 percent of the to·tal sample __ have 

divorced, 3.5 percent have separated whereas only 

2.2 percent are widow. 

This 1s · expec tl~<l because in sub-nalrnran J\f'rica, 

whcn thcre is dissolution of marrJage whether by <leath 

or divorce, rcmarriage tends to be fa~ter; espccially 

when the woman :i.nvolved is still wi thtn the ch:i.ld--bearing 

age (Srnilh et al. 1D8-l). Thi.s qu.ick rcmarry normally 

rcsul Ls in a la.'rgc propor LJon of evcr-ina.rr icd womcn who 

arc actu::l.lly in unlon (MhJoyl, 1988). 
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5.3.4 TYPE OF MARRIAGE CONTRACTED (FIRST UNION) 

The kind of marria~e contracted may be a function 

of someone's religion and educational background. With 

respect to our study area, four kinds of rnarriages are 

usually contracted. These are: Custornary, Islamic, 

Christian and Registry màrriages. Table 5.7 shows 

the distribution of the respondents by type of first 

marriage contracted. 

Table 5.7 Percentage Distribution of Respondents 

by type-ofmarriage contracted (First Union) 

Types of Marr:i.age 

Customàry 

Islarnic 

Christian 

Registry 

Total. 
i : 

The table 5.7 

•' 

1 1 

i 
1 ' 1 

revea1s 
i 

Number Pen~en tage 

191 Gl.2 

51 ld.4 

61 1:Y. G 

9 2.8 

312 100.0 

that the maJoi.i.ty of our 

respondents (61.2 percent) contracted customary type 

of marr :iage. Sin ce it is the ch capes t type of marr iage ---··· 

to con tract. The rcason for Lhis can not h.-, rl-iunr,-.c-cl _, ... ,C'11<1 
f....î\.,' "'-•L • ..._._ ._,,. 1 

. the poor economy f ae i ng the country s j 11ce ear1y 1 D80s. 
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1 

1 

1 

Christiah and Islamic type of marriage hav~ 19.6 

percent and 16.4 percent respectively. Whereas only 

2.8 percent contracted Registry type of marriage. 

5.3.5 MARITAL STABILITY 

All over the world, most marriages are contractcd 

to last until death. However, in practice, divorce 

occurs as a result of various reasons,. The respondents 

responses to the stabili ty of their · :t::rst union is 

shown in Table 5.8. 

Table 5.8 Percentage Distribution oi Respondents 

by marital stabili ty (First Union):, 

Stability Index 
.. 

Numbcr Percentage 
-. 

Stable 268 85.9 

Separated 15 4.8 

D.ivorced 29 9.3 
.. -

TOTAL 312 100.0 

'fhe above table shows tha t marital instability is 

not common in our study area, since only 11.1 p~rcent 

oI our total snmple have cver had unstable marital 

union, whereas 85.0 percent of them nçvcr had unstable 

marital un.ion. 

l 
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A mar~iage may break down owing to one or more of 

the following reasons: màle impotenc~, sexual depriva­

tion or cruelty by one of the spouses, child1essness, 

increasing poverty, adultery and infi~elity, growing 

incompatibility between spouses or between one of them 

and the in-laws. On the other band, an absence of 

these factors tends to cohtribute to the stability of 

marriage. ' 'l ; 
/ 1' 

j i 

1 i ' 

In the African conte~t,·marriage is between two 

sbcial groups or familiesl and even death does not free 

the woman from marriage. This might account for high 

marital stability obser~ed in our study area. 

5.3.6 DURATION OF MARRIAGE BEFORE DISSOLUTION 
.. 

Duration of marriage before dissolution is a 

pbenomenon that will enable us to know whether marriage 

ls dissolved in the earlier years of iliarriage, or 

towards the end of it. CODESRIA
 - L
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RARY



,Table 5.9 

Duration OI 

63 

Percentage Distributiori o! Respondents by 

Duration of Marriage befbre Dissolution: 

Number Percentage 
f, 

.J Cummulative 
Marriage(year) f· Percentage 

1-5 12 27.3 27.3 

6-10 18 40.9 68.2 

11-15 7 15.9 85.1 

16-20 5 11.4 
1 

95.4 

+ .20 2 ·- 4.5 100.0 

TOTAL 44 100.0 -

Our findings in the· table 5. 9 sf:0ws that 68. 2 

percent of dissolved nmrriages occurecl within the first 

ten years of mnrriage. This means that within the first 

ten years of marriage, the majority of dissolved marria,e 

would have occured and af'ter this period, di_ssolution is 

Î very rear. 1 
! 
1 

1 

. 1 
5.3.7 EDUCAT IONAL ATTA INMENT AND M!illITAL DISSOLUTION 

Education as a social status indicator can be 

~xrunined in rol.ation to marital instability. This is to 

dcternüne the frequency of marital dissolution a.cross 

the various educationnl level. 
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Table 5.10 

Educational 
Level 

64 

Percentage Distribution of Respondents by 

Marital Dissolution and Educational 

Attainment: 

Ever Dissolved Never ·~Hsso1 ved Total 
- -

NO % NO % NO % 

-

None 15 30.0 35 70.0 50 100.0 

Primary 13 14.3 78 85.7 91 100.0 

Secondary and 
TTC 13 9.0 132 91. 0 145 100.0 

Post TTC and 
Degree 3 11 .. 5 23 88.5 26 lOO.O 

Table 5.10 shows that there is high rate of marital 

instability among non-educated people~ this might be 

because the majority of them contract customiry type of 

marriage that can be dissolved easily. 

Table 5.10 clearly shows that the proportion of ever 

dissolved marriage decreases as educational level increases, 

reacbing the min.i.mum at secondary and TTC level and there­

after increases at highcr education -levél but at lesser 
.. 

level incomparism with non-educated people. Wornen 

cmancJpa tion ide~ which is con trary tcrour traditional 

_pn.r tri arc!Jn.l culture may be responsib:::(; for the observecl 

high proport:i.011 of marital dissolution observecl among the 

womcn w.ith phst TTC and degree education .. 

1 

'; 
: 1 

1 
1 
! 
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5;;3 .8 FORMS OF MARRIAGE AND MARITAL DISSOLUTION 

Since nuptiality bas to do with process of going in 

and coming otit of marriage ,' -i t is· ne_ces~ary for us to 

examine the 1orms of marriage in rel~tion t6.marital l .· ; i 
é:li-ssolut ion; :: . I ; 

I • • 
. 1· ( 

. . . . i . . .· . . 
Table 5.11 Percentage Distribution_ of Responderits 

with Marital1Dissoluiibn and forms of 
. ' . . . 

1 

Marriage:. 

--· --·---·-·-· 
Forms of Ever Dissolved N_ever Dissolved Total 

Marrfage No % No % .No % 

Monogamy 16 8.1 181 91.9 197 100.0 

Polygyny 28 24.4 87 75.6 . 115 100.0 
j;' 

From Table 5.11, high proportion of marital dissolu~ 

tion occured within the·polygynous form of niarriage. 
. ' . . 

Because, 24.4 percerit ilif woman in polygynous.form of 

marriage had marital instability and oily 8.i p~rcerit 

marital instability occurred among monogamous form of 

~arriage. The reason for this high rate of marital 

instability in poiygyny mighf not be uncorinected with the 

f act tha t '. in polygynou s un ion'. special a tte~tion of 

husband to a particulnr wife might be laçking and a 
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woman that needs special care may seek it elsewhere, 

. also quarelling and misunderst.anding ;;i,mong the co-wives 

can lead to high rate of marital dissolution in polygy-

nous marriage. 

5.3.9 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND AGE AT FIRST 

SEXUAL INTERCOURSE: 

In the traditional society, age ~t first marriage 

is commonly used as a proxy for exposure to intercourse. 

The two events do not coincide exactly in this modern 

period. Women may engage~in sexual relations prior to 

marriage, especially if they are postp6ning the age at 

which they marry because of their careers or higher 

educational pursuante. Also, National policy on populal 
1 

tion states ,that "famil1e
1

s shall be dissuaded from 
' ' ' 1 

: 1 

giving away .their datlght~i~ in marriage before the age 
1 

of 18 years (FRN, 1985). \ 
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Table 5.12 

Age/ 
Response 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30+ 

No 
Response 

TOTAL 

·67 

Percentage Distribu.tio11 of Respondents 

by Age at fir~t Marriai; arid Age at 

first Sexual intercour~3; 

Age at First Marriage Age at first sexual 
Intercourse 

Cumulative 
No % No. % Cumulative 

Percent age Percentage 

7 2 .·2 2.2 7 2.2 2.2 

63 20;2 22.4 87 27.9 30.1 

170 54.5 76.9 146 46.8 76.9 

57 18.3 95.2 21 6.7 8~.6 

15 4.8 100.0 - - -· 

- - - 51 16.4 100.0 

312 JOO.O - 312 100.0 --

The above data in table 5.12 show that about three­

quarter of the women jn our study ar~~ had married at 

age 24 (76.9 percent), and majority ci our respondents 

.(51.19 percent) married within age g~JUp 20-24. The 

rcason for this late marriage can be linked with high 

educational levcl of peopl.e in our study area: NIIDS (1990) 

i also obtaJnetl relative result in 1990. According to this 

· report, the mcdian nge at first marr.lage increa~es 

f,tcad.Lly w.ith cclucation Jrom 15.7 among women with no 
. i . 

i 
cducat.ion t.o 20 .for wornen w.i.th sccondary school:i.ng 

1 1 

(llPHS, J DOO, p. GU) . 1 i. 
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Sexual activity 

area, becaus~ ;by age 

sexual intercourse, 

married. Also, the 

68 

precef:1-es 
: 1 ' 

19, 3'0.1 
1 1 • 
' 1 ' 

1 

wherea:s, 

' 1 mean age 

marriage'in our study 

percent of women have had 

only 22.43 percent have 

at first dexual intercourse 

is 20.5) whereas, the mean age at first marriage is 22.2. 

This means sexual activities have been initiated before 

marriage. 

5.3.10 PRE-MARITAL COHABITATION 

Pre-marital cohabitation has to do with thos~ 

couple~ living together·without forma! marital ceremony. 

This phenomenon bas been a recent issue in sub-saharan 

Africa nuptiality processes. 

Table 5.13: 

Attitude and 

Percentage Distribution of Respondents 
.. 

by their attitudes toward premarital 

cohabitation and practice of premarital 

cohabitation: 

Practice of Number Percentage 
Premarital Cohnbitation 

Attitude Approvéd 35 11.2 

,- Disapproved 277 88 .. 8 

' 
Ever Cohabi-

Practice tâtea- 28 9.0 . .. 

Never cohabi-
tated 281 91. 0 
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, - ' 
Table 5 .13 shows that about four--:..'.ifth of f~'-r :;:.\ 

. . . [; · @01\~ ~l 
respondents (88.8 percent) disapproveL pre-mar:il~ j}} 

_____ c_ohabi ta tion, 'Yh~r-~!=1-_1? _~1. O 
\(,.'._ / -~'i .\0 ,-/ .-.'· '. 

percent ne.ver practic-&. ~ .,.._:"':/ v)' 
- ',., fJ j i tJ ,, '5 , .. ,-"' 

"""'""ll"'"°"'"'~""Jt'M 

marital cohabitation. Only a few wbmen (9 percent) ever 

practiced pre-marital cohabitation. This shows that pre­
' 

~arital cohabitation as a phenomenon is foreign to our 

culture. 

During our indepth interview with Madam Azanat 

Oyekola of No. BF 88, Obafa Compound, aged 48, she 

explained that: 

/ / ; .. ' 

'premarital 

phenomena in 

goal old days 

1 

i 

j '1 . 
cohabitation is a recent 

1 1 
1 • j 1 • 

our 1soc1ety, because 10 

when we ~ere young, y6u 

those 

can 

never see a woman cohabitating wir;h a man. 

It is completely agaJnst our tradi tional 

customs. It is a new idea that Westerni­

zation and civilizati6n have brbuiht into 

our soèiety. Nowadays you can sc_;f. some: 

people even before marriage livin~ tog~­

ther and having children without 0eing 

ashamed 

The above explan~tion of Mrs. Oyekola suggests · 

--·--

that pre-marital cohabitation has corne to stay ~n our 

society, since it bas started in some quaters and society 

does not completely frowrt-at it. 
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5.3.11 PRE-MARITAL PREGNANCY 

All things being equal, in a society w~~re pre~ 

~arital sexual intercourse is high pre-marital pregnancy 

is expected to be,high except there is -high:prevalence 

of contraceptives or abortion. 
1 

_This pre-marital rregnancy can be irt two forms, 

first, betweèn causual friends, and second with a possible 

husband. In this study, our jnterest is on the attitudes 

df peopl~ towards pre-marital piegnanei·with expected 

husband, and.the prevalence of the pricttce. 

_____ Table 5 .14 Percentage distribution -~f Respondents by 

their attitudes towards pre-marital r 

pregnancy and practice of pre-marital 

pregnancy with expected Husband: 

Attitude and Practice of 

pr~-maritai pregnancy 

: with expected Husband 

; 

Attitude 
' 

i 

' 
' Practice 

i 

·,, 
: 

' 'i•' : 

'i : 
1,i i 

···: 

,i 1 

1 1 

Approved, 

Di.
1
s~.ppr9fe,d. 

Eve~ 
1 

preit~ant 
· 1 1 1 ·; i 

Never Prrg1~ant 
i 

! 

Number Percent age 

84 26.9 

228 73.1 

98 31.4 

214 68.6 
' -

··-----~ ··' ---- -~----. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



f. 

71 
,j '' 

' : 11 · 

::\ 1 li 
.,. 1 1 1

; 

· Table 5,;14 reveaied Vha t 73 .1 percent of our 
' : . . ' 1. . . 
' - ', 1 ' 

rèspondents disapproved pr:e-mari tal pregnancy for 

expected husbands. In· practice 68. ff. }~~rcent were not 

impregnated by their husbands befo~e ~irriage. This 

~hows that ~bout one-thiri of our respondents (31.4 

~ercent) got pregnant for their husband before marriage. 

The study took a step further to know the reason 

why those wh6 approved pre~marital pre~nancy have such 

an ittitude. Our findings are in iable-5.15. 

Table 5.15 Reasons for Approving pre-marital 
Pregnancy for expected Husband: 

Reasons Number Percent age 

Fear of barreness .. 62 : · 73 .8 
1 

Fear ,of losing the man 10 11.9 . 
No Respohse 12 14.3 

:::-:·~'-' 

The dat~ in iable 5.15 show that) fear of barrenness 

· makes people to approve pr~-marital pjegriancy for· expected 

husband .. About 74 percent of those women who approved 
____ L . -. - . --·-~·--. --

~r e-mar i ta 1 pregnancy f0r· expected husband do so ·because 

of f~ar of barrenness. Neverth~less, 11.9 percent of 
1\ i 

our respomlehts approved pre-marital pregnaucy because of 
.,, 
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insecurity, that is, fear of losing the husband while, 

14. 3 percent refused to respond to .the question. 

In thi~ chapter, we have examinetl the varions 

socio-economic and demographic characteristics of our 

respondents, likewise, we examined the nuptiality pro­

cesses of our respondents and we find out that pre-

marital cohabitation is 

area. 
! 

a. new phenomenon in our study 

'i 
: 1 1 

i i 
I '! 
i ' 
1 r 

1 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE, PRACTICE, PREVALENCE, 

AND INTERSPOUSAL COMMUNICATION ON FAMILY PLANNING 

6.1 INTRODUCTION: 

This study examined the awarenes,:<,,;5 know·ledge, Ever­

use and prevalence of nine modern contraceptives (effective 

methods) and six folks methods (ineffective m~thods) in 

our study area. 

6.2 KNOWLEDGE, PRACTICE AND PREVALENCE OF FAMILY 
PLANNING 

The 1990 Nigeria Demographic and Health survey (NDIIS), 

provide us with national and comparable data on knowledge 

and prevalence of family·planning methods in the country. 

The NDHS data show that knowledge of family planning 

method~ witnessed a remar~able improvement between 1981 
. ' i 

and ,1990 becrïse abou:t 4~11~ercent of all women aged 15-49 

know a t least one met\10d cpf f amily plr:.nning; with about 
i ' 
1 

4·1 percent identifying modern methods of which the pill, 
1 

injection, condom, IUD and f emale stœ; il iza tion were the 

most commonly known. 
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Knowledge of these methods expeiienced more than 

100 percent increase between 1981 and 1990. This recent--

improvement in knowledge .of modern f anüly plc1.nni ng 

methods may be related, at least in pJtt, to the national 

population policy wfuich has tended to give legitimacy 

to family planning through widespread discussion and 

communication in the media, hospitals and clinic and 

even in civic activities (Isiugo-Abanihe, 1996). 

'1 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



75 

Table 6.1 · Percentage Distribution· of Respondents,by 

· their Knowledge, Practice :arid Prevalenc~ of 

:family planning: 

Methods 

(Modern) 

Pill 
' 

f 
'I 

;1· i · 
il ' 

Supposi tories · : , . 

I.U .D 

Injectlon 

Douche 

Condom 

Diaphragm 

Foaming tablets . 

Female Steriliza-
tion .1 

Trad:itional 

Abstinence 

Rhythm 

Withdrawal 

Ring 

llerbs 

Band 

Method 
Heard 

Metb.od 
Know 

No % No 

1 • i 

\20.8 
: • 1 ! 

65 41 

32: !10.3/ 25 
i . 1: 

52 

164 

30 

16. 71 · 34 
1 

52.6, 59 

9.6 15 

% 

13.l 

10.9 

18.9 

4.8 

241 

28 

55 

77.2 186 59.6 

29 

134 

70 

46 

28 

18 

17 

9.0 10 

17.6 23 

9.3 22 

43.0 

22.4 

14.7 

9.0 

5.8 

5.5 

128 

62 

36 

7 

l 

l 

3.2 

7.4 

7.1 

41.0 

19.9 

11.5 

; 2. 2· 

0.3 

0.3 

Method 
Ever­
Used 

Method 
Currently 
U;,ing 

No % No % 

14 ' 

13, 

4.5 

1.3 

4.2 

1 

7 

13 4.2 6 

3; 0-,9 

1 

, o. 3 

· 2. 2 

i. 9 

---
t 07 , 34. 3 77 24 .1 

4 

121 

43 

17 

1 

1. 3 1 

'38.8 96 

13.8 14 

5.5 1 

·o.3 

0.3 

30.8 

4.5 
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From table 6 .1, out of the moder,. contraceptive 

rnethods convassed, our respondents hL) highest level 

of awarenes~ of condom which 77.2 percent of respondents 

have heard about. This is followed by Injection, Pill, 

Foaming tablets and I.U.D with 52.6 percent, 20.8 percent, 

17.6 percent and 16.7 percent respecti~ely. The level ·6f 

awareness of· suppositories, Donche, Diaphragm and female 

sterilization is low. 

Furthermore; 59-; 6-percent of our respondents know 

or can identify condom, followed by Injection, Pill and 

I.U.D with 18.9 percent, 13.1 percent and 10.9 percent 

respectively. 

The hi.gh level of awareness and knowledge of condom 

in our study area can not be divorced from the fact that 
1 

condom serv~s two functions: firstly as a contraceptive~ 
1 ', 

1 i . 
secondly as· a mechanism fbr preventing sexu,ally trans-; · ,i i · · · 1 , 1 , . 

mit ted dise~~es ( STD) b~t)1: within andVfou tside marr iage, 
. .. ' . l 1 '' 

.Also HIV/AIDS epidemic ha~:had a profaund impact on cond~ 

advertisement on both radio and telev1sion. Since car]y 
.. 

1990s even some local ~ampaign agains~ HIV/AIDS has been 

followed by free distribution of condom to the people in 

the south-westerri part of this countrj. 
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The abdve fact may also responsible for high 

percentage 6f Ever-use of condom in OLr study area, 
1 . 

' l 

because 34.3: percent pf o~r responde1·:J signified that 
i ! : 
' 1 1 

they had everftised co'ndom; : followed by; pill, injection, 
' 1 

and I. U .D wi th 4. 5 percent, 4. 2 percent and 4. 2 percent;,_ 
' 1 . 

! 
respectively. 

Looking a t column nine current us ers, we f ind out --~ 

that condom bas the highest prevalencc, with 24.7 percent 

of our respondenls using con~om within marriage. This 

finding confirms the suggestion of van de walle and Foster 

(1990) that premarital sexual relation~ may constitute a 

training ground for the use of birth control, because 

young women want to avoid the pregnancies that would 

jeopardise their prospects of education and job. The 

acquired knowledge of techniques of contraception and 

abortion would later be carried over to marriage. Our 

findings show that condom as a mechanism for preventing 

pre-marital-preg~ancies and sexualy t}hnsmitted diseases 

such as HIV/ AIDS1 1.has been tra.nsf ered into marri age for 

preventing conception. 

Apart from condom, the prevalence of other modern 

contraceptives is low I.U.D bas 2.2 percent of women 

currently using it, followcd by injection with 1.9 percent. 

______ ,Pill and foaming tableJ.s have percen Utge tha t is. bclow one 

where suppositories, Donche, Diaphragm and Female stcri­

lization do not have a single,woman cuirently using ihem 
1 
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Abstinence is the commonest traditional method known 

by 43 percent of the women followed by ~thythm and with­

drawal which have 22.4 percent and 14.7 pércerit.respectively. . . . 

Aiso, 30. 8 percent of our respondents a~~e currently 

_ -~I?._staining with __4. 5 J?e_r~ent using Rhythm methods. Rings, -

Herbs, and Band are not common in our study area; none of 

our repondents is currently using them. 

If we compare modern contraceptives with traditional 

contraceptives in our study area, we find out that 1 the 

prevalence of traditional methods is higher than that of 

modern methods this might be in consonance with the 
1 • • -

traditional practice which jis still observed by many women. 

In th~ nexi s~6iion, -~~ woJi~ like to e~amine some socio-
; 1 
1 1 
: 1 

economic status of our· restlondents with respect to ever-
' 1 

us~ of modern contrace~ti~Js. 

6.3 EVER USE OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVES AND EDUCATIONAL ---·- ··-, 

LEVEL 

Education is always seen as negatively related 

tQ feitility; One of the assumptions behind this rela­

tionship is that better educated woilien are more likely to 

visit, and return to, a family planning 6linic (Anker 

and Knowles, 1982, P. 176). Since they are more likely 
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to work in the formal sector of the ecoriomy that do not 

permit frequent confinement like informal sector of the 

economy. 

Table 6.2: Percentage Distribution cf Respondents 

by Ever Use of Modern Contraceptives 

and Educational le~el: 

Educatdonal Level Ever Use Never Use Total 
-

No % No 0/ 
•'- No 

i 

None 4 8.0 46 92.0 50 

Primary 24 26.4 67 73.6 91 

Secondary and TTC 78 53.8 67 46.2 145 

Post TT.C and Degree 23 88.5 3 11.5 26 
. " 

% 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Table 6.2 shows that educationai level of a woman. 

is possitively related with uses of modern contraceptions, 

because only 8.0 percent of non-educated ever practice 

modern contraception whereas 88.5 percent of our respon­

d~nts with Post tèacher training College (TTC) and 

Degree education had ever use modern contraception. 

In other words, 92.0 percent of non-educated had 

.---- never used modern contraception, whereas only 11. 5 
1 

. percent of people with post TTC and Degree had never 

'.used modern contraception. Therefore, the higher the 
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i 

educational level of ia woban, the higher the probability 
' i 
: 1 ' 

for her to use modern·contraceptives. 
' . 1 

1 

6.4 EVER USE OF MODERN CONTRACEPTIVES AND RELIGIOUS 

AFFILIATION 

The Muslim group normally shows a higher a-c..terage 

fertility than non-muslim group in sub-saharan Africa. 

The explanation of this difference can be viewed partly 

by Islamic tenets and codes of conducts. Also, it can 

be viewed partly by their non-uses 'of modern contracep­

tives. 

Table 6.3: 

1 

Religion 

Christian 

Muslim 

Traditional 

Percentage Distributiort.o~ Respondents by 

Ever Use of modern Contraceptives and 

Religious of affiliation 

Used j 
,, 

Ever Used Never Total 
\. 

No % No Of No % /0 

79 52.7 71 47.3' 15ô 100.0 
1 -

47 31.1 104 68.9 151 100.0 

3 27.3 8 72.7 11 100.0 

----

Clearly from the above table, religions affiliation_ 

have greater influence on the use of modern contraceptives. 

Christians tend to use modern contracèµtives more than any 

other religions. The difference betwedn ever use of Muslim 
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1 

women and thosc in tracli t idna.l rel :i.gi on is not much . 
. 1 
. [ 

The reason for high e~er use of modern contraceptive 
. ! 

1 

among christians may be rclatcd to the iact Lhat chrisUan-
[ 

ity is more or Jess the Eur'o-Amc.rica rclifs:i.on and Coluni-

zation and christianity go hand in hand, l.Urnwis~! n1odcrn 

contraceptives have its origin anrl dcve}opmctit w.ithin 

:Curo--Ji.mcJrica sociûly. /U.so, thcre is no speci.fi.c 

doc trine of t.he lioly O:i ll.l.e tha t clis::i.grccs with Fand.Jy 

planning. Our Lord Jer:;us Christ commet.( cd the Jorcsigh t 

of the man who countcd the cost before lJuJlding a tower, 

to be sure of be:i.ng able to fin:i.ùh the job properly in 

Luke clw.Pter 11 verses 28 to 30, Thcrcfore, i t is wrong 

to br:i.ng those chilclrcn .into the world whorn we are unalJle 

to care for properl.y. In the same vein, Paul the i\postlc 

in bis first Epistle to Timothy chapter 5 verse 8, statcd 

that, "But if any pl•ovJ<.le not for his m,·n, rind speciaJ.ly 

for those oJ hl.s own house, hc ha Lh dcnlecl the fa.i Lh, .ruid 

is, won:;e than tnf idel." This means Lha V having a large 

fam.ily that somconc cannot cater or provide for is un­

christiau. 

6. 5 EV.ER um~ OF MO.DEHN CONTRACEPTIVES J\ND FOH.MS . 

OF MJ\IUll1\GE 

ln a polygynou:-.; home, ln.1sban«l I s scxual in tcrcourse 
'' 1 

,vil h w.i vcs i :::; eas.i..ly arr.tngc<.l, wl1 icb mc,ins coi l.:i.l Jrcq1wucy 
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mjght be low for a woman in such union, this.is vcry 

dif f eren t whcre therc is only one wif (:, In monogamous cas(~, 

a couple who dQ not ___ wa1it a big family -1.nd who wish to 

rcmain fai th.ful to their marr iage vows have a cholce to m:ü:c, 

They must be. ready to go for long periods without sexmü 

intercourse (abstinence) or use some forms of birth control. 

If the couple dccicles to abstain frorn sexual iutercourse 

until they desire another child, they will be failing to 

fulfil one of the objectives of marriage. This may eveni 

drive the lrnsbancl to seek bthcr women outside the home, 
: 1 

! 1 . 
as a result endangcr the whole marriage. Thercforc, 

i 1. 

couples jn monogamous 'marrJage need to a.dopt modern eon-
• 1 

traceptives for the succes~ of their marriage. 

Table 6.4 

Forms of 

1 

Percentage D_istribution of P..cspondcnts by 

Ever use of modern Contraceptives: and 

forms of marriage: 

Evcr Use Never Use Total 

Marri age No % No % l No % 

Monogam1-,~-~~~9-l-~-4-n-J-.2-~-1-0-G~-5-3-.-8~1- 10:~_1_0_0_._o~~ 

Polygyny 38 33.0 77 67.0 ~- 100.0 

From table 6.1, the proportion of womeu wbo have uscd 

modern contraceptives in monogn.mous marr:inge is 11:ighcr 

than those womcn in pPlygr nous marr iage. The simpl c exp] :1.-
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natibn for this is that c~ital frequen~y of a woman 

will be high when she is the only wi~e of ber husband in 

comparison with when thèy are two or m)re. Therefore, 

couples in monogamous marriage must, adopt efficient con­

traceptive methods in ordei to have expected small family 

size. 

6.6 COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE SPOUSE ON FAMILY 

PLANNING 

Coale (1974) summarizes the· generalization of tran­

sition theory that remains in terms of three bread pre­

conditions for a substantial decline of fertility within 

marriage: 

1. Fertility must be within the calculus of conscious 

choice. PotentiaT parents must consider it an 

acceptable mode of thought and form of behaviour to 

balance advantages and disadvan~ages before deciding 

to have another child. 

· 2. Reduced fertility must be advantageous. Perceived 

social and economic circumstances must make reduced 

fertility seem an advantage to individual couples. 1 

3. 
i . 

Effect~n~ techni
1

ques i of f ertili ty reduction must be· 
1 1 

available. Procedures that will in fact prevent 
' i i 

births must be known]and there must be sufficient 
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'1 

communication Hetween spouses and sufficient 
1 1 
r l 

sustained will ,: in both, to employ them succcss-

fully. \ 

The third summary talked about availability of 

contraceptive methods, also couples ï.ust hn.vc thcir 

knowledge, importantly, there must bG sufficicnt 

communication between spouses on the uses of contracep­

tion, finally, there must be sufficient sustained will 

in both to employ the contr~ceptive. This idea shows 

that in a society where there is no suffiëient communi­

cation between spouses on family planning, there will 

be no sustained will in both to employ contraceptive 

methods successfully, however, substantial decline of 

fertility within marriage in that society can not be 

achieved. 

In view of the above fact, we then examine the 

communication between spouses on family planning in our 

study area.and finally examine the reasons for non­

communication among those ones who do not corinnunicate 

on family planning. 

Our finding shows that, more th~n half of our 

respondents (52.88 percent) do not· discuss the issue of 

family planning with their husbands. Whereas, only 

47.12 percJnt have dis6ussed it with their husbands. 
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This findings show that substantial decline of fertility 

within marriage in our study area dan not be achieved now 

unless there is improvement in the conmunication betwecn 

·the spouses on family planning, since sufficient communica­

tion is the only means whereby sustained willingness of 

both spouses to employ the contracept~ve methods succcss­

fully could be guaranteed. 

l 
1 

Table 6.5 
: . i 

Yercentage Dif~tr~bution of Respondents by 
1 1 • 1 • 

11
Reasons' ifor nbt communie a ting wi th spouses 
, , 1 1 1 

;on famil~t plahning: 
• • 1 1 

1 
1 

1 Reasons i Number Perc.0ntage 

We are still having children 37 _ _p2. 4 --
My husband did not discuss such 
thing with me l l 10 6.1 

My Religion does not permit such 
1 

discussion 27 16.4 

We are just married 33 20.0 

I don't know anything about 
family planning 19 11. 5 

Still praying and looking for 
children 14 8.5 

No Response 25 15.l 

TOTAL 165 100.0 

l 
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From Table 6.5 having examined, the reasons given 

above and the proportion of women with each reason, we 

discovered th~t, the reason with highest percentage is: 

"We are .still having children" which accounted for 22. 4 

percent of those people who have never discussed the 
' . 

issue of farriily planning with their husbands. "We are 

just married" is the next reason for non-communication 

with 20.0 percent. Religious affiliation also debar 

communication among some couples (16.1; perc'ent). 11.5 

percent of these people do not know a1:_ything about family 

-~~lanning, wher~as ~!l2ercent expect their husbands to -

initiate the discussion. 

A critical study of these reason reveal that most 
1 

of the reasons given seem not to be safficient for non­

communication of f amily ·planning among spouses, since "We 

are still having children" and "We,: are just married" 

are not supposed to disturb family planning discussion. 
·, ' l 

In fact some couple~ldecide the number of children tbey 

would have Jdd when: ihey·~~uld have them in their court-
1 1 i 

1 
ship days. J 

1 
Our suspicion for po,or interspousal communication 

on family planning in this area is tbe male dominance in 

'Nigeria society, which is the product of the patriarcha1 

1systern wh.ich, among all the ethnie gibups, ·confers on men 
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i 

1 
1 ' 
\ .. 
i 

1 

decision-making role~ on ratters affecting the family, 

their authorization is crucial even i_··. trivial mat ter. 

(Isiugo-Abanihe, 1994). 

In this chapter, we have examined the knowledge, 

practice and prevalence of modern and folk methods of 

contraceptives in Yoruba soci.ety, conciom bas the highest 

recognition and ptevalence among modern methods, whereas 

Abstinence is the commonest :traditiona1 method. We also, 

examined Education, Religion and forms of marriage in 

relation to uses of modern contraceptives and iinally, 

we examined the interspousal communication on family 

planning. This communication bas been found to be 

relatively poor to cause substantial declining in marital 

fertility. 

Il 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

ANALYSES OF NUPTIALITY AND FERTILITY 

7.1 INTRODUCTION: 

This chapter contains the statistical test of the 

research hypotheses stated in chapter four of this project. 

' 
The statistical tests used for these hypotheses are: 

chi-square (X
2

) test'and,~ne-way analysis of variance 
l 

(f-test). 1 1 

1: i . 

Chi-square (X
2

) :tes1 is a non-parametric statistical 

method tha t deals wi th thle diff erence between fi·equency 
! 

observed in the sample and expected f:~·€quency obtained 

from the di~tribution. Chi-square te~t is usea when the 

data of a research are in discrete foTm (i.e when the data 

.are in the norminal or ordinal scale of measurement). 

Chi-square formula appear thus: 

x2 
C 

Where, 

= 

o. 
l 

E. 
l 

E. 
l 

= 

= 

:,;: 

E. 
l 

ith 

ith 

r. 
l 

X 

N 

observed frequency 

expected frequency. 

C. 
1 

. ' 
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Where, r. 
1 

= 

89 

ith Column total 

C. = ith row total 
1 

N = total frequency. 

Degree of freedom = (r-l)(C-1) 

x2 
C 

x2 
______ T_ 

Where, r = Number of row 

Number of columr1 C = 

= chi-square calculated 

= chi-square Tabulated, 
2 

X o. 05, (r-1 )(c~l) 

2 2 
Therefore, if xc > XT, we reject H

0
, and accept otherwise. 

One-way analysis of variance is a parametric statisti­

cal method design which assumes that there is only one way 

on mode of classification of the groups, as opposed to a 

cross classification (factorial) design or hierarchical one 

(even these ~an be treated initially as one-way designs 
'1 

ignoring thelhierar6hlcal !or factorial structure). 
- - : 1 - 1:, 

, 1 I ': 

(Norman, 1987j p. 208). \Analysis of variance is used 

when the data of research]are in continuous form (i.e 
i 

l 
by 

when data in the interval or ratio scale of measurement) 

Thus, the formula of one-way anal y sis .1f var iaiïëie (F-tes f:') 

can be seen in table 7.1 below: 
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1 •.:_ 

90. 
!, i 

Table7.1 ANOV"J\' TA BLE 

Source of Variation Sum of df Mean 
Square Square 

IAmong treatment SSA K-1 t~JSA S2 mean t-1 = A 

Within Group ssw k(n..:.lD ssw --
k(n-1)= 

.· 2 
sw 

'. 
" 

TOTAL SST kn-1 -

Where: 

SSA = sum of Square Among treatèd groups 

ssw = ·Sum of square within treatments 

SST = Total Sum of Square 

s2 =1 Mean square Among tr~ated groups A 

s: = Mean square within gr9ups 

df = Degree of freedom 

Deg~ee of freedom ~ (k~l), k(n-1) 

Where: k = Number of Cat~goriés · 

Computed 
F 

2 . •. 
SA/S2 . w 

-n = -Size- of the sampie _ in each ca, tegory. 

F 
C 

= 

F-Tabulated, which is F0 . 05 , ·ic-l, ,k(n-1) 

.f F..:computed. 

Therefore, if F
0
~FT, we reject H

0
, and accept otherwise. 

'1 

1 '.•' 
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H : 
0 

91 

B
0

: The Null Hypothesis 

H.: The Alternative Hypothesis 
1 

Levei of Significance = 0.05. 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATIONAL 
1 

ATTAINMENT AND AGE A;T: FIRST MARRIAGE 
,.1 !' 1· , 1 : 

; 1 ! , : 
. 1 1 ; 

Educational attain~eht is not p0sitively related 
\. \ 
t • l ' . 

with age at first ~arriage. . ., 

H.: 
1 

Educational attainm~nt is positively r~l~ted with 

age at first 'marriage. --·· ----

. Table 7.2: 

IAge at first 

Marriage · 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 ·• 
' 30+ 

TOTAL 1 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINHENT AND AGE AT 

FIRST MARRIAGE 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 

None Primary Secondary Post TTC 
and TTC and Degree 

6 .1 - -

38 23 2 ' -
5 65 100 -

1 2 ·42 12 · 

- - 1 14 
·-

50. 91 145 26 

;H) . 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



92 

2 calculated 229 .12 and X·- = 

x2 _ Tabulated = x2 = 2'.i. 03 
0.05, 12 

From above, x2 > 2 
XT C 

Our hypothesis that educational attainment is 

positively relat~d with age at first marri~ge is 

accepted. The acceptance of the hypothesis is bas~d on 

the fact that the calculated x 2 value Js 229.12, whereas, 

the tabulated x2 value is 21.03. We therefore reject 

Null hypothesis and accept the alternative hypothesis 

because the calculated x2 is greater than the Tabulated 

x2 : Hence, we concluded thàt, educational attainment 

{s positivély related wfth age at first marriage. 
) 

Our in~epth intervi~w also revealed that age at 
' ' ': 1 i 

first marriage is positiv~ly related to educational 
' . 1 1 , 

1 1 ! '! 

a t ta i nmen t ; ' ' · I · 1 

1 
In her own report, Mrs. Feldcia Jyetayo of No. Z35, 

' 

Oke-Ogbon, aged 49; a nursing sister at Ilà-Orangun 

District Hospital exerted that: 

Age at first marri~ge is positively 

related to educational attainment of 

majority of women, men inclusive. 

Because I re~ember how my marriage was 

delayed becatise o:f struggl ing to acquire 

higher education; 
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My mate with little or no education 

by then marr ied Oef Ol'e age 2(), W!lt!.l t::cu:, 

I got married at the age of 29 which 

is quite late by then. 

In the same vein, Mr. Sheu Oyeleke, a lecturer at 

Osun State College of Education,: Ila-Orangun, aged 28, 

resident at No. BJ 73 Oke-ede, expressed his own views: 

Educational attainment has ~trong 

positive relationship with_age at first 

marriage, because those prime period 

for marriage in the traditional setting 

is the starting period of me ring üp 

edhcationally, Therefore, i~ is either 

you are well educated or you get 

married early. 

These findings show that higher educational attainment 

inhibits early marriage. 

Our finding confirmed the NDHS (:J:990) report that 

- ---says tha t, the· rriedi:i1iage a t f irst ma:tr iage increases 

steadily with edu6atton, from 15.7 years among women with 

no education to 20 years for women with secondary schooling. 

(NDHS, 1990). 

i 
; 1-' 

11 j 
1 1 
! 
1 
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7. 3 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS l3Y iŒLIGIOUS 

AFFILIATION AND FORMS OF .MAIŒIAGE 

Ho: The Religious affiliation of the people does 

not determine their form of mar:iage. 

IL : 
1 

The religious 
1 

'' 

affil~ation of t~~ people deter-

mines their 
1 1 : 

form ofl marriage. 
! 1 ' . 

Table 7.3 

.----

F.orms of Religions Affiliation 

l 

Marriage Christian Muslim Tradition al 

Monogamy 131 G2 4 

Polygyny 19 89 7 

TOTAL 150 151 11 

. 2 
X Calculated = 72.76 anci 

x 2 _Tabulated = x2 
0.05, 2 = 5.99 

From above, . ,_. 

Our hypothesis which states that;"the relig:ious 

affiliation bf the people determines i~eir form qf marriage 

is accepted. 1 This is because while the calculated x 2 is 

72.76, the thbulated x2 is 5.99. This shows that Calculated 

2 · 2 X is.greater than the Tabulated X , we tberefore reject Null 
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hypothesi~ and accept Alternative hypothesis; Hence 

we conclnd~ that, the religions affiliation of the 

people determines their form of marriage .. 

Comments received from onr inde,Jth ii;iterview also 

snggest that religions affiliation of the people deter­

mines their form of marriage. Mr. Ismaila of No. R.50, 

Sharp Corner, Iperin, aged 30, said: 

Islaln , which is my .religion permi ts. 

POlygyny nnlike christianity. The holy 

Quran says that if you are capable of 

taking proper care of them~ you can 

have as many as four wives, 6ut most 

christians believe in the idea of one 

man, one wife, Which is more or·less 

the white man's jcnlture. 

Ev!~: our pet plé, hho are stif: .. worshipping 

Sango, Oya, 1 etc .1,, I mean traJi tional 
· I I': 

worshippers:beli~ve and practice polygyny, 
: ! 1 

but polygyny is jnot common a;nong 

christians. · , 

l 

These f indings show tha t being deeply iiïvol ved iri _ ______. 

' 
certain religion may affect peopleis Ïorm o.î marriage. 
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7.4 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY AG~ AT FIRST 

MARRIAGE AND MARITAL STABILITY 

H :, Age at first tnarriage does not· have significant 
0 

effect on marital stability. 

Hi: Age at first marriage has a significant effect 

on marital stability. 

Table 7.4 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND }1-ARITAL STABILITY 
-

Marital stability Age at first Marriage 

Index 10-14 15-19 20-24 30 + 
! 25-29 

Stable ·5 51 152 .48 12 

Separated 1 ·4 5 4 1 

bivorced 1 9 15 2 2 

TOTAL 7 64 172 54 15 
" 

' 2 ' 
---. X ··-Calcula t.ed -- = -8; 3-

· 2 ' 2 
X -Tabulated = X 0.05, 8 

= 15.51' 

From above x2 ) x2 
T . c 

The hypothesis that age at first marriage bas a 

significant effect ori marital stabilJty is rejected. This 

is because, · :the calcùla ted x2 ( 8. 3) i~' lessei than the ·) 
' ' 1 1 - . 2 . - 1 - . · - -

,.,, · tabu.lated X r 15. 5l) · 1 We: vl1erefore, ruêcept ,: Null hypothcsis 

:. 1 1 
,. '1' 

l' 
-1: 
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and conclude that age at first marriage does not have 

significant effect on marital stabil_~y. 

Although, our findings show that age at first 

marriage does not have s:i.gnificant efféct on marital 
: 1 

stability, h~verthe\ess, jMrs. Rafat Oyebode of No. WA 99, 

Ariwajoye S:treet, ag
1
ed 32, explained during our indepth 

that: 

The only way I perceive age at first 

marriage affects marital quality is that, 

those people who mar,ried early may lack 

ability to adapt properly when they marry. 

You know, marriage is give and take, and 

it's meant for matured people; immatured 

ones will not be able to cope with the 

heat of mariiage, eventually, they will 

be moving from onè man to another. 

In the same way, those people who marri~i 

late may have problems in marr~age becaùse 

of excess experience that they might have 

acquired in the course of their life, which 

might cause probiems for them fn marriage. 

Also late marriage might mean the woman has 

one bad behaviour that repels @en away from 

her. This behaviour might cause marital 

probiems for ber, this fact al~o applies to 

men alike. 
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This explanation is similar to those studies that 

' 
showed that marriage at younger ages are more likely to 

erld in divorce (Booth and Edwards, 1985 1 Teachman, 1983). 

It also relates with the study that revealed a correla­

tion between late marriage (marriage substantially above 

the avera~e age) and increases in chances of divorc~, 

but notas highly as does eatly mar~iag? (Glick and 

Norton, 1977). 

7.5 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE AT FIRST 

MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY LEVEL 

Ho: Age at first marriage does not i~versely affect 

H.: 
]_ 

· the level of 
, ; 1. 

' Age at f 1rst 

of fertility. 

fertility. 
.. i 1 · 

l • 1 
1

• marriag~ .1nversely affects the level 
1 1 ·: 
' j 

1 
! 

Table 7.5.1 
1 , 

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY LEVEL: 

Fertility Age at first marriage 

Level 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30+ __ 

0 - 1 13 3 1 

1.:...2 2 11 60 28 2 

3.-4 2 16 64 14 9 

5-6 2 25 30 g, 3 
7+ 

( 

1 11 5 1 -

TOTAL 7 61 172 54 15 

----~· CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



99 

Table 7.5.2 ANOVt. TABLE FOR.AGE AT FIRST MARRIJ\.GE 

AND FEHTILITY LEVEL: 

Sources of Sllm of clf Mean Compute 

Variation Square Square f 

Among treat-

ment inean 3480.24 4 870.06 4.7005 

Within Group 3702 20 185:t 

TOTAL 7182.24 24 

Thus, F - Computed = 4.7005 and 

F Tabulated = F = 2.87 0.05, 4,20 

From above, F c > FT 

Our hypothesis that age at first marriage inversely 

,affects the level of fertility is accepted. Since the 

-· .. --~calculated F-value (11-.7005) is higher than the Tahulated · 

,F-value (2.87) from the statistical table, we therefore 

reject the null hypothesis (H) and accept,the alternative 
0 

hypothesis (Hi). Hence we conclude that age at first 

marriage inversely affects the level of fertility, tbat 

is, the lower the age at first marriaze of a woman, the 

higher her fertility leve11 also the hlgher the age at 
1 ' 

first marriage of a 
1 1 1 

~ornai{, 
l '1 1 

I 1 'j 

1 1 '' 

the lower ber fertility level. 

1 1 1 

: 1· 1 

1 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



100 

The rationale behind this finding can be seen in the 

work of Marcy (1981) titled "Factors affecting the 

fecundity and fertility of historical .populations: 
i 1 

A review". -:rh this w'.ork, ) the author gave ten ( 10) 
l ,] ! 

factors that· affect fecundity and fer\ility. These are: 
! 

A~e at marriage, Durationlof marriage, fecundity and age, 

Nutrition and Maturation, Birth interval, Lactional 
______ __. ~---

Amenorrhea, Taboos, Diet and Lactional Amenorrhea, Drcast-

feeding h~bits, ~nd steriiity and subfecundity. 

This shows that, age at first marriage is one of the 

strong determinants of fertility in· the traditional 

setting. This is applicable to modern sub-saharan African, 

where modern contraceptive prevalence rates are generally 

low in comparison with other regions cf the world 

(Rutenberg, et al, 1991): 

7.6 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY FORMS OF MARRIAGE 

AND FERTILITY LEVEL: 

Ho: The fdrms of marriage do not determine fertility 

H.: 
1 

level. 

The fdrms of marriage determine fertility level. 
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The hypothesis which st~tes that the form of 

marriage determine fertility level is reHected. Although 

our results in .Table -~.6.1 suggest tttis, but the 

observed fertility difference is not statistically 

_____ significant at lev_~l_0~05. Since the calculated F"'-value 

(1.4669) is lower than the Tabulate~ F-value (5.32) from 

the statistical table, we therefore reject tbis hypothe­

sts (i.e altern~tive hypothesis (H
1

)J_and accept the null 

hypothesis (Ho). Hence we conclude that form of marriage 

does not determine fertility level of a woman. 

Having examined the percentage of fertility for bath 
) 

monogamy and polygyny, th~ data in Table 7.6.1 revealed 
. ! 1 

that, women ~~ polyg~ny h~ve slightly large number of 
' i i 

! ~ • ' • 
children ever barn or f e_r~1l1 ty than those 111 monogamy. 

The finding is simillr to what was reported by 

Fayisetan and Togunde (1988:239). These authors reported 

significantly lower fertility for women in monogamy as 

opposed to those in polygyny. They explained higher 

fertility within the competition framework. That is, 

competition of co-wives for children appears to dominate 
(higher 

other factors that are inhibiting fertilitylfre~uency of 

divorce, hi~her incidence of sterilit1 and abstinence from 

coitus) in polygynous mar~iage. Howéver, this finding 

con tracts wi th the report of Isipgo-JU:oanihe et· al ( 1991). 

bsing data collected in a national sut'vey of urban areas 
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Table 7.6.1 

Fertility 

Level 

0 

1-2 

3-4 

5-6 

7+ 
1 

TOTAL 

Table 7.6.2 

Sources of 
Variation 

101 

FORMS OF MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY LEVEL 

Forms of ~~ ' . ,,arriage 

M:onogamy Polygyny 

15 3 ' 

76 27 

63 42 

36 32 

11 7 

201 111 

ANOVA TABLE FOR FORMS OF MARRIAGE AND 

FERTILITY LEVEL: 

Sum of Mean Computed 

Square df Square F 1 

Among treatment 
_, 

mean 810 1 810 
-· . .., 

Within Group 4,417.6 8 5;',;:,. 2 

TOTAL 5,227.6 9 

Thus, Computed 1.4669 and 
j 

= 
1 1 

F 

F 
1
Tabulated = F· 

: 0 .05, 1,8, 
1 
i 

From above, yl 
Tl 

1.4669 

5.32 
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in Nigeria that revealed higher fertility for women i~ 

monogamy. The higher f~rtili ty of women j_n monogamy 
' 
i ' 

was explained by th.ese wri ters as a result of highcr 
' 

coital frequency of women in monoga.mous unions than women 
1 

in polygynous union and'childlessness in polygyny. 

Higher frequency of sexual intercourse a.ccording to 

Bongaarts et al (1984) ma.y lead to higher fertility. 

Thus, according to the finding of this study, 

slightly larger number of children ever born in poly­

gynous marriage than monogamous marriage might be explained 

in part by competition of co-wives ~~r children, it can 

also be explained in part by low levels of infecutidity 

that generally exist in West Africa. Contrary to high 

level of infecundity in central and East Airica. 

This low levels of infecundity might enable those 

husbands in polygynous union to inpregnate their wives 

as many times as they want, since both the husbands and 

wives are very fertile in West Africa. 

Finally, our study in chapter six reveals that high 

proportion of women in monogamy are using modern contracep­

tives than their polygyny counterpart, this may. account 

for slightly low fertility of women in monogamous union. 
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7.7 DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY MARITAL STABILITY 

AND FERTILITY LEVEL 

Ho: The itability of marriage does not affect the 

fertility level of the people. 

Hi: The stability of marriage affec~s the fertility 

lev~l of the people. 

·Table 7.7.1 MARITAL STABILITY AND ï-'EI1TILITY LEVEL 

Fertility Marital St n. b .i lit y l ndex 

Level Stable Separated Divorccd 

0 17'. - 1 
1 

1-2 96 2 5 
1 

3-4 92 4 9 
1 

1 

5-6 52 8 8 
1 

7+ 15 - 3 

l 

TOTAL 272 14 - -·- - 26 ·---

Table 7.7.2 ANOVA TABLE FOR MARITAL. STADILITY AND 

FERTILITY LEVEL: 

Sources of Sum of ··: (lf Mean 
Variation Square Square 

--· 

Among treatment 
mean 8481.6 2 4210.8 

8.2202 
Within Group 6190.8 12 515.9 

' 

TOTAL 14672.4 14 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



Thus, F 

F 

105 

Computed 

Tabulated 

= 8.2202 and 

= F 0.05, 2,12 = 3.89 

Our hypothesis which ~t~tes that th~ stability of 

marriage affects the fertility level of the people is 

accepted. Since the calculated F-value (8.2202) is higher 
' 

than the Tabtilated F-value (3~89) from the statistical 

table, we therefore reject the null hypothesis (H
0

) and 

accept the alternative hypothesis (H.). Hence we . 1 

conclude that, the stability of marriage affects the 

fertility level of the people. 

Better explanation for this finding can be seen in the 

work of Bongaarts et al {1984). The ~ithors .enumerate 

nine major pt'oximate determinants of fertility at the 

societal level, out of which, marriage or union patterns 

is inclusive. Also, Marcy (1981) in his work titled 

"Facrbors affecting the fecundity and fertility of historical 

populations: A review~ included duration of marriage among 
) 

ten (10) factors that affe6t fecundity and fertility. This 
' 1 

means that a'~t~ble ~a~ria!~ in sub-sa~aran Afric~ will be 
I 1 . 

, 1 1 , 

characterise~ by high fertllity, whereas unstable marriage 

will be characterised by 1Jw fertility. 
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' 1 

In this
1
chapter,iwe liave tested six hypotheses 

' ' 1 ! ' 
1 

that are central to obr study,· and we found out that 
i i • 

four of t_herrt 

two were not 

1 

were statistically significant, 
1 • . 
! . 

statistically significant, also 

whereas 

adequat.P-

explanations were given for each of these findings. 
---- ·--
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CHAPTER EIGHJ.' 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, POLICY IMPLICL·rTONS, AND 

- RECOMMENDATIONS 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

This study has examined the relationship between 

nuptiality and fertility in Ila-Orangun. In addition to 

this, the det~rminants of age· at first marriage was 

ascertained. 

Evidence from so~e nubtiality studies revealed that 
' i i 

educàtion tends to aff~ct ~ge at first marriage. This was 

found to hold in our studyl 
. 1 

Our study was based on the_theoretical premises that 

socio-economic status of women operate through their 
----· 

nuptiality patterns to cause fertility differential in 

differertt societies. This was found to be true in tbis 

study, especially on how religions afflliation operates 

through forms of marriage to cause fertility differential 

~mong individuals. 

Our discussion on nuptiality revealed that, Ila­

Orangun women have high marital stability and the propor­

tion of currently married women living with husband is high. 

Among those women wlth dissolved marriage, high proportion 

of dissolution occurred within the first ten years of 
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marriage. Deeper examination of education and form of 

marriage with dissolved marriage rev0aled that, marital 

dissolution is common among women witb non-J:ormal 

education and women with primary education; whereas 

this is not so with higher education. With respect to 

forms of marriage, marital instability is higher among 

women in polygynous union. 

Findings on premarital sex revealed that sexual 

activities preceed marriagè in our study area. Although 

attitude towards and practice of pre-marital cohabita­

tion is low. Nevertheless, premarit~l pr~gnancy is 

relatively high in our study area. 

Our findingi=f also revealed that contraceptj_ve know­

ledge and use (especially Condom and Abstinence) is quite 

high among the Ila-Orangun's women·relative to the ND11S 

(1990) report foi the whole Nigeria. The uses of modern 

contraceptive was affected by some socio-economic 

characteristics of the respondents. A greater proportion 

of women with higher education, who are christians 

reported ~~gh everiuse~ of modern contraceptives. Also 1 

greater proportion: of w'.omen in monogamous union reported 
' ; 

' i i 
high ever Use of moderri contraceptives. 

' 1 . 

Interspousal discussion of family planning is 

relatively poor in our study area, since ~ore than hall 

have never discussed family planning isstie with their 
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'l 

htisbands. We therefore cohclude that, the iate of inter-
1 
i ' 

spousal communication .about family planning issue among 
l l ' • 

Ila-Orangun 

persistence 

society. 

' 
spouse is rela~ively low. 

of traditionall culture of 

This reveals the 

patri~rchy in that 

Finally, nuptiality and fertility of Ila-Orangun 

women were analysed in order to determined the effect of 

one variable on another. It was established that stability 

of marriage is a determinant of fertility, because, the 

hypothesis that, the stability of marriage affect the 

fertility of the people is statistically significant. · 

Also true and statistically significant was the fact that 

age at first marriage de.termines fertili ty level. 

A statistically insignificant relationship with 

fertility was evident for form of marriage, but through 

percentage we discovered that women in polygyny have 

slightly larger family size than those in monogarny. 

Other hypotheses were formulated to enàble us 

ascertain the relationship between several variables. 

The first. hypothesis stated that "educational 

attainment is positively related witl-? age at first marriage" 

was accepted. The proposition that ti·.e religious affilia-

tion of the people determined thei~ f0rm of marriage was 

found to be significant, we therefore accept the bypothesis. 
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In conclusion, the hypothesis that Age at first 

marriage has a significant èffect on marital stability 
-· ---- . 

was found to be statistically insignificant. 

8.2 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Our study has revealed that educational attainment 

affect age at first marriage~ It may be inferred that, 

if government policy tends toward educating women in 

this country to secoundary or higher levels of educatioh, 
• 1 

there wil~ 9~ furthet ma~riag~ delays, and marriage will 
l · 1 

cease to be universa1. :This may not only help in 
i 

slowing down the high ratle of population growth that bas 
1 

become the feature of Nigeria, but will also help to 

reduce the incidence of maternal mort~lity that tends to-- -

accompany early marriage .. 

The study also revealed the high prevalence of condom 

in the study area, Rnd this cannot but be a function of 

massive advertisement of condom.on radio and television, 

since it s~rves two purposes, one as a contraceptive, two 

for prevention against sexual transmi~ted diseases (ST&) 

and HIV/AIDS. It can be deduced that, if government 

policy on contraceptive advertisement is liberal like that 

of condom, the prevalence of other contraceptives will 

also increase. This will reduce the current population 

gro~th rate (2.83) in the country. 
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The study revealed low lev'el of i.Iterspousal 

communication on family planning, whic:1 is the bedrock 

of reaching agreement on the size of the family; Govern­

ment could embark on enlightment programme on the 

importance of interspousal communication on family plan:­

ning. This will engender female empowerment by giving 

some women boldness to discuss it with their husbands. 

8.3 RECOMHENDATIONS 

Dased on the outcome of thiS study, the following 

-----recommenda tions are--prGposed: 

1. Education should be mad~ free at all levels, and 

women should be encouraged to go for higher education. 

Government spending on education should be increased, 

necessary and adequate facilities should be provided 

for the tutors and the students. rThese will go a 

long way to usher in ,fertility transition quickly 

in Nigeria. 
'i 1 

1 : -

2. Government shoulâ. 
1 

embark on those policies that 

1 J 
discourage polygyny ~n Nigeria, irrespective of 

1 

someone's religion. 
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1 

1 i 
The government and jno~-governme~tal organisations 

in Nigeria, should embark upon sex and population 

education, especially for the y~ung generations 

in the primary and .secondary schools, this would 

have reduced the issue of pre-m~rital pregnancy, 

also, it would inculcate the smill family norms. 

4. Advertisement of contraceptives should increase, 

especially for all methods, both in the urban 

and rural areas of Nigeria, which would lead to high 

levels of use. 

5. Finally, it is recommended that, studies of this 

nature should be conducted for the entire country. 

r 
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APPENDIX A 

UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN, IBADAN 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

(For all ever married women aged 20-49). 

TOPIC: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NUPTIALITY AND FERTILITY: 

A STUDY OF ILA-ORANGUN 

Dear respondent, 

This questionnaire is meant to· collect information 
on the above subject. The purpose of this project is 
for writing a dissertation in partial fulfilment for the 
award of a second degree. 

The name of the r~spondent is not required and so 
is not asked for, to gu~rantèe full protection 6f all 
respondents~ Respondents are assured that all the 
information they give, will be treë,ted in strict 
confidence. 

It would be appreciated if co~rect and sincere 
information is given so that correct analysis of the 
study can be made. 

Thanks for your anticipated co-operation. 

Address 

Name of 

Date of 

Yours faithfully, 

1 

i . 1 

;. ! \ . : ! ; 1 ?YEFARA LEKAN JOHN . 

of Hesponqents: ; ..................... . 
! ; 

. : 1 
Interviewer: "l" ..................... . 
Interview: .... ; ....... . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

(A) PERSONAL DATA AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CIIARACTERISTICS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5(a) 

OF THE RESPONDENT ; 

j ' 
! 1 ' 

Where wère you born?: . . . . . . . . . . . . 
' 1' 

State of origin. . .: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
i 

How old were you on rour last birth day? .... 

What is your present level of educàtion? (Tick) 

(1) None ( ) 

(2) Primary ( ) 

(3) Secondary /'l'TC ( ) 

(4) Post TTC & Degree ( ) 

Is your husband educated? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

~ _____ .... 

(b) If yes, kindly state bis level of education .......... . 

6. What type of job are you doing? ...................... . 

7. Do you work under somebody or you are self-

employed? ...... . 

8. What is your husbarid's job?. 

9. What is your religion? (Tick) 

(1) Christian ( ) 

(2) Muslim ( ) 

( 3) Traditional( ) 

(B) NUPTIALITY DATA 

1. 

2a. 

How old were you when you first marri~d? 

Which type/form of marriage do you have? 

(1) Monogamous ( ) 

(2) Polygynous ( ) 

(Tick) 

b. If p~lygynous, how many wives does your husband have? 
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3. Vlha t do you think is the main reason ( s) why _People 

enter into polygynous marriage:· 

4a. Have you ever diyorced or separated from your
0

first 

husband? (e.g. after quarrel) 

( 1) Never ( ) (2) Sepan ed ( ) 

(3) Divorced ( ) 

b. If separated or divorced, can you kindly give us 

the reasons for that? 

5. Currently, what is your marital status (Tick) 

(1) Currently rnarried and living with I~sband ( ) 

( 2) Widowed · ( ) ( 3) Di vorcecl ( ) 

( 4) Separa ted from Husband ( ) 
i 

6. How many times ha1e you been married? (Tick) 
1 

(1) Once ( ) IT . , .w1ce ( ) Thrice ( ) 

Four plus ( , ) 

7. Pleas~ kindly complete the marTiage record table 

below: 

Noi of A~e at 
Type of Da tiEi; of Date Reason 
Ma.rriage. Marriage ~·'arri- for the Ma,rriage Marri.age 
State ISL, age termina-., . -""' 

,, 
' eus, CHH & terrni- tian.of , .. , 

... ; HEG. nated marriagc. 
! State 

'. 
DV DSP 1 or -

1st 
,, 

:,.: ' '. 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

~ 
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ISL = Islamic, eus= Customary, cnn = Christian, 

REG= Registry, DV = Divorce, DSP = Death cif spouse/husband. 

FERTILITY AND PREGNANCY RECORD FORM 
1 

la. Have you·childre~ of iour own living here at home 

with yob? Yes ( >i No ( ) 

b. If yes, how many? . 1 (Number) 

2a. Have you children living far from the family, may 

be with your relatives or that have married? 

Yes ( ) No ( ) 

b. If yes, how many? 01umber) 

... ----·---

3a. Have you had ahy other chiJ.dren , ,ho were born a live 

to you but who are not living no·u? 

Yes ( ) .No ( ) 

b. If yes, how man y? (Numbe;r) 

4. rlease give further information in the table 

provided below about all the childrcn you have 

ever born alive including both living and <lcad. 

Beginriing wi{h the oldest. 
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No of Name of Children Sex Age, Date Is the Living at 
Child- (First name) M of birth child Home/El se 
ren or Month & living where or 

F Year or. married ·· 
dead? 

'· 1 

2 

3 
·- --. ·-- ·-

4 

5 

6 

7 

. Foi Official Use only. 

live births Q lb, Q2b and Q3b ...... (Numbèr) 
. 1 

Sum all 

living clüidren Qlb, anJ Q2b. . . . (Number) 
. . 1:: 

Sum all 
• 1 

1 'i 
·._ r. 

1 
(D) PRE-MARITAL SEX Al'jD PRE-MARITAL COEJ\BITJ\TION DATA 

! 

1. In this modern time many couples usually live together 

for sometimes before they f inal.ly get marr ied; do you ---

agree with this idea? Yes ( ' ) ( ) 

2a. Did you live with your husband/boyfriend for sometime 

before you finally married? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

b. If yes, for how many months or years? 
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3a. Many people prefer to be pregnaLt for their husband 

before thcyfinally marry, do you agree with · this 

idea? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

b. If yes, kindly give us the reason for your stand7 

4. 

5a. 

course?. 

b. Did you and your husband have sexual relation before 

you married? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

c. If ye~, for how many months or years? . 

(E) CONTRACEPTIVES KNOWLEDGE AND PREVALENCE DATA 

- --- 1. Married couples-can delay or pr,-;vent a pregn'ancy --

in many ways, kindly tick: 

a. Thosi ones that you have heard ~bout (Column 3) 

b. Those ones that you know how they are usect (column 1) 

c. Those ones that you have ever used (column 5) 

d. Those ones that you are currently using (column 6) 

) 

i 
' r :l : 1-

i' 1' ., 11 
i 
1 

i 
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BIRTH CONTROL FORM 

METHODS CODE ·METlJODS METIIOD MF.TPOD METHOD l 
HE~l1D . I IŒOWN JWER cunnENTLY 

r 

1 USED USE i 1 
: 1 .1 

Jodern Methods 1 

1. Pill -01 ! 

2 .. Supposi 
.. 

tories 02 r 

3. I.U .D. 03 -··- - ---· ·-

~- Injec-
tion 04 

5. Douche 05 

6. Condom 00 

7. Dia.phram 07 

8. Foaming 
ta.blets 08 

o. Female .. 
sterili-
zation 09 ' 

rra.ditional .. 
Methods: ~·--·-·-

~-0. Absti-
nence 10 

11. Rhythm 
(safe 
pe1·iod) 11 

12. With-
drawal 12 

' 13. I1ings 13 

1.4 .• Herbs 14. - ---· -- .. ·-· -

. , 

15. Bands 15 
.l6. Others 16 
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2a. Dicl you ever cliscu1:;::, the issue· of: the :[ami ly 

planning wilh you:r husbancl? Ycs ( ) No ( ) 

b. II yes? Does he support having lim. cecl numhcr of 

chllclrcn or using any modern contracèptive method(s) 

Yes ( ) No ( ) 

c. If No, to question (2a) why don't you discuss the 

issue oJ Jamily planning with your husband? 

This is the c~ncl oJ the :in tervimv. 

Thank you for your coop(~ra tion. 
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