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362 THE MEANINGS OF TIMBUKTU

Glossary

‘abid a devout servant of God

abu shibbak a thick brown or cream-coloured paper 

adab (adj. adabi) etiquette or literature 

‘adil a just person

‘adl justice; fairness 

aflak astronomy/astrology;
the study of celestial bodies 

ahl-al-kalam scholars of theology 

ajami non-Arab, i.e. Turk, Persian, African etc; non-
Arabic languages written in Arabic script 

akhira afterlife

‘aqida dogma; creed 

askiya title used by the rulers of the Songhay Empire

awliya saints; friends of Allah 

balad village or town; district 

baraka blessings, supernatural powers 

bihari from Bihar; a distinctive calligraphic style 
used in India 

Bilad al-Sudan the Saharo–Sahelian land across middle Africa 
from the Atlantic to the Red Sea

dajjal anti-Christ

diwan register or poetry collection

dhikr (pl. adhkar) remembrance of Allah; repetition of a prayer 

dunya earth; refers to the world as lower and 
temporary and deceptive

emir (pl. umara) prince; commander, political leader

falsafa philosophy

faqih (pl. fuqaha) jurist 

fatiha opening chapter of the Qur’an 

fatwa (pl. fatawa) legal opinion, response 

fiqh Islamic substantive law, jurisprudence 

hadarat a Muslim person of high spiritual status or an 
elderly person; any person who is present; a 
manner of addressing a respected person 

hadith prophetic tradition 

hajj the ritual pilgrimage 

halal that which is wholesome and permissible 

hamziyya A poem where each stanza ends with the 
letter hamza

haqiqa truth, divine reality (used in Sufism)

haram that which is prohibited 

hijra migration

hijri The Muslim calendar 

ifta the act of issuing religious–legal verdicts 

ijaza (pl. ijazat) teaching authorisation 

ikhlas sincerity

Editorial notes

Transliteration
Arabic names and titles are transliterated broadly as
suggested in The Chicago Manual of Style (15th Edition). We
have tried to simplify the transliteration as much as possible,
using no diacritical marks, except for the hamza (’) and the
‘ayn (‘). We have kept the definite article al joined to the noun
with a hyphen and without indication of the elision before the
sounds d, n, r, s, sh, t, and z (e.g. Tarikh al-Sudan not as-
Sudan). Since the Arabic alphabet does not distinguish between
capital and lowercase forms, we have only capitalized proper
nouns and the first word in a sentence or in a transliterated
title of a book or manuscript. Personal names in African
languages are spelt in a way that approximates to their actual
pronunciation when it is known, or as they have been vowelled
in the manuscripts. Muslim names of Arabic origin are trans-
literated accordingly, though local pronunciations vary consid-
erably (for example, Amadu for Ahmad, Usman for ‘Uthman).
We have tried to maintain consistency in spellings but have
also included spellings as commonly used in Francophone
Africa, thus the Ahmed Baba Insitute is spelled thus because
of its usage in Mali but we have used Ahmad Baba to refer to
the scholar as this is consistent with our transliteration
method.

Dates
Correspondence of hijri and Gregorian dates was calculated
using Faik Resit Unat’s Hicri tarihleri miladi tarihe cevirme
kilavuzu (Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1994). If
unstated, the date is from the Gregorian calendar; we have
only indicated both dates when the original date in a
manuscript is hijri. Some minor divergences might exist since
months are set according to the sightings of the new moon.
The order of the months in the hijri year is as follows:
Muharram, Safar, Rabi’ I, Rabi’ II, Jumada I, Jumada II, Rajab,
Sha’ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhu al-Qa’da, Dhu al-Hijja. The
months are of either 29 or 30 days, and a complete year is
355 days. A hijri (lunar) century is approximately 97 Gregorian
(solar) years.
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GLOSSARY 363

‘ilm knowledge

imam religious or political leader; 
prayer leader in a mosque 

isnad chain of narrators in prophetic traditions 

jahiliyya pre-Islamic era

jama‘a congregation

jihad exertion in the way of God; in certain contexts 
it refers to holy warfare in support of Islam 

jinn spirits

kalam theology

karama (pl.) miracle, holy act 

khalifa caliph; deputy, successor

khalwa mystical retreat; seclusion 

khatib one who delivers sermons on Friday and 
other occasions 

kitab book

madhhab school of jurisprudence in Islam, of which 
there are four in the Sunni world 

madrasa school

Maghrib north-west Africa

mahdi the Guided one; refers to the saviour who will
come to fill the world with justice and equity 

mallam minor scholar
(pl. malamai )

mansaya monarchy

mantiq logic

mufti jurisconsult

muluk (sg. malik) kings 

murabit tenth-century Muslim movement that
(pl. murabitun) established a state in North Africa and Spain

murid disciple, follower 

nafs ego, self 

nasiha advice

nisba ascription to place, tribe etc.

qabila tribe

qadi judge

qasida ode

qutb chief of saints; learned man 
(lit. ‘magnetic pole’)

ra’iyya the masses 

rashidun rightly guided; refers to the first four caliphs 
of (Islam after the Prophet’s demise (632–660)

ribat religious school 

ridwan satisfaction, pleasure

rihla (pl. rihlat) journey; account of one’s travels

risala the message of Islam; treatise; correspondence

sajda prostration

salah ritual obligatory prayers five times a day as 
well as superogatory ones 

shairi, mashairi intimate, dialogic and polemical poetry 

shari‘a Islamic law 

shaykh male scholar of Islam or head of the tribe
(pl. ashyakh)

silsila chain of mystical transmission 

sira biography of the Prophet; the study of the life 
of the Prophet 

Sunna prophetic normative tradition 

sura Quranic chapter

tafsir Qur’anic exegesis 

takhmis a classical Arabic poetic process rather than a
genre per se; its a five-line verse amplification
of a pre-existing couplet by a master 

tarikh chronicle

tariqa brotherhood

tasawwuf Sufism; spirituality 

tawhid Islamic theology; the concept of Oneness; the 
unity of Allah; unity; monotheism or unity of; 
Islamic creed 

tendi epic poetry writing 

‘ulama (sg. ‘alim) scholars; intellectual authorities

umma nation; the Muslim global world 

urjuza poem in the rajaz metre

usul al-fiqh source methodology in jurisprudence

wa’azi genre of literature; admonishing talk,
exhortation to do good and discard bad

waqf pious foundation, endowment 

waqfiyya case concerning a waqf 

wazir minister, vizier 

wird litany

zakat alms

zawiya place of residence of the saint or his spirit; 
Sufi centres 
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A
Abbott, N  64, 66, 70
‘Abd Allah b. Abu Bakr  87
‘Abd al-Qadir b. al-Mustafa  144
‘Abdullahi Suka 

Atiyyat al-mu’ti 123
Riwayar Annabi Musa 123

Abu al-Khayr, al-Shaykh  249–258
activities  250–254
compilations  258
contemporaries  254–255
education  249–250
Fath al-karim 256
al-Jawab al-muskit fi rabb hujjaj al-mu‘tarid ‘ala ’l-qa’ilin 

bi nadbiyya al-qabd fi salah al-nafl wa ’l-fard 257
lineage  249–250
Maktab fi al-waqf 256
poetry  254
Tarikh Arawan wa Tawdeni 255
written works  255–258

al-Adawiya, Rabia  172–173
Africa, representations of  8, 12–13
African languages  109, 120 

Qur’an’s influence on  113–115
see also ajami; Fulfulde; Hausa; Swahili; Wolof etc.

African Renaissance  8
African traditional religion  21, 112, 113, 115–116 

see also animism; syncretism
Africanus, Leo (al-Hasan al-Wazzan)  see Leo Africanus
Ahmad Baba  10, 26, 104, 187–188

books and  136
family  313
institute see Ahmed Baba Institute
al-Lam‘fi’l-ishara li-hukm tibgh 136
library  182, 183, 184, 215–227, 271, 289, 297, 311
Mi‘raj al-su‘ud 26
Muhammad Baghayogho al-Wangari and  280–282
Nayl al-ibtihaj bi-tatriz al-dibaj 10, 83, 86
Tuhfat al-fudala bi-ba’d fada’il al-‘ulama 20, 26–27
see also Ahmed Baba Institute

Ahmad Bamba  315

Ahmad b. Idris  305
Ahmad, Mahdi Muhammad  305
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria  138
Ahmadu Lobbo  235–236, 237, 238
Ahmed Baba Institute (Cedrab/IHERI-AB) 182, 268, 288–300,

306–307, 326  
aims and objectives  288, 291
establishment of  6, 288–289
exhibition space  6
partnerships  8–9, 288–289
problems  289
statutes and structures  291
see also Ahmad Baba

ajami 26, 113–115, 60–72, 109–120, 123–131, 293, 358 
books  139, 145
hijra, jihad and consolidation  128–129
historical survey  110–113
political protest  129–130
pre-jihad 123–125
reform tradition  125–128

Ajayi, JF Ade  77
Ajjarumiyya 119
Ajwiba Labat (al-Ajwiba al-Labatiyya) (Shaykh Sidi al-Mukhtar 

al-Kunti)  224
al-Ajwiba al-muhimma liman lahu bi ‘amr al-din himma

(Shaykh Sidi al-Mukhtar al-Kunti)  225
Alamaaji ngirbuki (Muhammad Raji b. Abi Bakr)  130
al-Alfiya (Muhammad ibn Malik)  221
Algeria  135, 356 

paper  49, 50, 135
Alhinin Mutuwar Halima (Nana Asma’u)  170
‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah (Anda ‘Ali)  83–86, 88–89
‘Ali ibn al-Sayyid ‘Umar 187
‘Ali Sila  79, 82–83, 87, 88
allo  see writing board
Almoravids  51, 66, 193, 287, 292, 313
alms see zakat
A’mar, Shaykh Sidi  197
al-Amawi, ‘Abd al‘Aziz b. ‘Abd al-Ghani  340, 354
AMMS (Arabic Manuscript Management Database)  322–328
Anda, ‘Ali  see ‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah
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Index

Given the dificulty of alphabetising Arabic names, the following conventions are used: people who have clear family names such as al-Kunti,

al-Arwani, etc. are listed under their family names; and people whose names do not give full lineage, are abbreviated, or contain titles by

which they have become known, are listed according to their first name, for example, Ahmad Baba, Nana Asma’u, Sonni ‘Ali.
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INDEX   365

Andag Muhammad al-Kabir  83, 85
Andalusia  135, 167

calligraphy  61, 66, 68
see also Spain

animism  112, 202–203
aphrodisiacs  183
Appiah, Kwame Anthony  24
al-‘Aqida al-sughra (al-Sanusi)  124, 143
Aqit family  79, 82, 313
Aqit, Muhammad  82
Aqit, ‘Umar b. Muhammad  82
Arabia, paper  45, 46, 316 

see also Oman
Arabic  51, 109, 110, 112, 113–115, 136, 291, 292

Arab Literature of Africa project  303–317
books  135, 136–139
Centre of Arabic Documentation, University of Ibadan  303
Islamisation and  19
manuscript database  321–328

Arabic calligraphy see calligraphy
Arabic Manuscript Management Database (AMMS)  322–328
Arabic Literature of Africa Project  303–319
Arabic script  26, 60–72, 109–120, 293, 306, 358

Islamisation and  19
see also  ajami; calligraphy 

Arab League  337
Arab League Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation  120
Arabic Literature of Africa: A Bulletin of Biographical and 

Bibliographical Information 304
Arab Literature of Africa project  303–317
Arab people  79, 80, 109–110, 114, 284, 287, 288, 351
Arawan  231, 249–250, 255, 256, 271, 277, 311, 315
al-Arawani, Qadi Muhammad b. al-Wafi  185
archaeology  31–41
Archinard, Colonel Louis  xii
architecture  1, 52
archives  7–10
Aristotle  19, 24
Arma  xii, 97–98, 104, 105, 234
Ash‘arite  193, 236
Askiya  96, 97–98, 101–102, 104–105
Askiya Muhammad  xii, 89, 202, 274, 292
Asl al-wangariyyin 144
Asmal, Kader  14
Atiyyat al-mu’ti (‘Abdullahi Suka)  123
Attafayyish, Muhammad b. Yusuf  356
Attahiru  149–150
Averroes  see Ibn Rushd
Awdaghust  xii, 81, 111
Awlad Nda ‘Ali  83, 85–86
Axum  336
al-‘Ayad, al-Qadi

al-Shifa’ 252
Azawad  33–36, 198, 313
al-Azhar school  77
al-Azhar University, Cairo  166, 278

B
Babuwol kire (Shaykh ‘Uthman dan Fodio)  125, 128
Baghayogho  81 

see also al-Wangari, Muhammad Baghayogho
Baghdad  47, 157, 196
al-Bakka’iyya  195, 198, 200–209
al-Bakkay, Shaykh Sidi Ahmad  195, 197, 198, 200, 209, 213,

232, 316
Bamako  xiii, 1–2, 9

University  300
Bambara kingdom  xii, 284
Bantu Philosophy (Father Placide Tempels)  23
Barghash b. Sa‘id, Sayyid  351, 352, 354
al-Bartayli  85
Barth, Heinrich  5

Travels and Discoveries in North and Central Africa 53
Bayan wujub al-hijra ‘ala l-ibad’ (Shaykh ‘Uthman dan Fodio) 138, 171
Bayero University, Kano  138
Bay, Shaykh  311
Begore (Nana Asma’u)  171
Bentiya  100, 103
Berber people  79–80, 82, 114
Bible  135, 340
Bibliothèque Nationale de France  266, 308, 309
Bilad al-Sudan

archaeology  31–41
calligraphy  59–72
paper  45, 51–54

bindings  152, 155, 297
Biru  79–83, 232
Biru, Baba Masir  79, 89
Bivar  66
‘black arts’ see sirr
Boneji Hausa (Shaykh ‘Uthman dan Fodio)  125
books  135

ajami 139, 145
bindings  152, 155
bookshops  148
borrowing  143–144
definitions  149
forgeries  149–150
Kano  138, 139, 142, 147
labour  154
merchandising  147–152
ownership  140–142
paper and  137, 142–142, 147–148, 152–153
prices  143, 153
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production  152–156
Sokoto Caliphate  135–158
storage  147, 152, 155
trade  5, 14, 135–138, 142–147
transport  136
vulnerability  147
women’s ownership  141
see also manuscripts

Borno, books  136, 137, 138, 143, 145, 146, 157
Bornu  52, 64, 65, 111, 132
Boudjebéha  311
Boularaf, Ahmad  271–272, 312

library of  311, 326
Boutilimit  307, 321, 322

Arabic Manuscript Management Database (AMMS)  324
Boyle, Helen  175, 176
Brenner, Louis  11
Brockelmann, Carl

Geschichte der arabischen Literatur 303
brotherhoods see Sufi brotherhoods
Buddhism  46, 55
Bukhari  203, 307

Sahih 69, 282
al-Burad al-muwasha fi qat‘ al-matami wa al-rusha

(Shaykh Sidi al-Mukhtar al- Kunti)  220
Burda (al-Busiri)  174
Burkhardt, John Lewis  54
Burkina Faso  xiii, 309, 313
al-Busiri

Burda 174

C
Cairo  5, 157, 172, 327, 337, 345

al-Azhar University  166, 278
Madrasa Ibn Rashiq  52
see also Egypt

calligraphy  59–71, 151, 295–296, 322, 326
Andalusia  61, 66
characteristics of West African  60–61
development in West Africa  69–72
locations of production  65–69
Maghribi script  59–72, 136
Morocco  61, 66, 68, 69
Qur’anic manuscripts  61–65
teaching  70–71
Tunisia  66

Camara, Seydou  21
catalogues  11, 149, 274, 289, 299, 322, 326, 328
Catholic Church  78
Cedrab (Centre de Documentation et de Recherches Ahmed Baba) 

see Ahmed Baba Institute 
Centre of Arabic Documentation, University of Ibadan  303, 310

Chad  xiii, 120, 304, 305
children, education  166–167
China  32, 45–46
Christianity  78, 137, 151, 182, 336, 337–338, 340, 357
chronical tradition see tarikh genre
Clapperton, H  135
colonialism  13–14, 112, 119, 188, 267, 292, 340–341
colophons  64, 65
Comité Militaire de Liberation Nationale  xiii
conservation and preservation  7–9, 269, 296–298
copyists  11, 71, 143, 151–152, 154

forgery and  150
Corbin, Henry  21
Cordova Qur’an  68–69 
cosmology  21–22
Côte d’Ivoire  xiii, 140, 201, 309, 313, 314
Coulibaly, Biton  xii

D
Dala’il al-khairat (al-Jazuli)  141
Dandarawiyya  305
dan Fodio, Shaykh ‘Abdullahi  125, 129, 130, 173, 306

Diya al-Hukkam 171
Hausa poem 128
Masalih al-insan al-muta ‘alliqa bi al-adyan 170
Mulkin audu 127
Tazyin al-waraqat 128
Wakar sira 128

dan Fodio, Shaykh ‘Uthman  114, 119, 123, 125–130, 136, 150,
165, 169–176, 173, 306, 238, 239
Babuwol kire 125, 128
Bayan wujub al-hijra’ala ’l-ibad‘ 138, 171
Boneji Hausa 125–126
Duniyayel 127
Hasotobe 126
Ihya al-Sunna 128, 170
Qadiriyya 128
Sujud al-sahwi 128
Wasuyeji 126
Yimre Jahima 127

Darfur  54, 153, 305, 334
al-Daysafi al-Imyari, Muhammad b. Muslim  83
al-Daysafi, Muhammad al-Timbukti  83–89
de Gironcourt, Georges-Reynard  101–102
de Sardan, Olivier  104–105
Dhikr al-niswa al-muta ‘abbidat al-Sufiyyat (Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman 

al-Sulami)  173
Dhikr al-wafayat wa-ma hadath min al‘umur al-izam

(Mawlay al-Qasim b. Mawlay Sulayman)  96–97
Dia, archaeology  37
Diarra, N’Golo  xii
digitisation  298–299
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Diop, Cheikh Anta  19, 24
‘disappearance’ of manuscripts  266–267
Diwan al-muluk fi salatin al-Sudan 96, 314
Diya al-Hukkam (Shaykh ‘Abdullahi dan Fodio)  171
Diya al-siyasat wa fatawa al-nawazil (Shaykh ‘Abdullahi 

dan Fodio)  182
Duniyayel (Shaykh ‘Uthman dan Fodio)  127 
Durar al-hisan fi akhbar bad muluk al-Sudan (Baba Goro)  95

E
education  70–71, 110, 112, 140, 141, 281, 315    

calligraphy  70–71
children 166–167
girls  167
higher  77–79
al-Kunti, Sidi Muhammad  236–237
al-Kunti, Shaykh Sidi al-Mukhtar  213
Qur’an and  166–167
Qur’anic schools  19, 111, 112, 119, 120, 141, 175
Sokoto Caliphate  168–169
Timbuktu  278–279, 314
al-Wangari, Muhammad Baghayogho  281–282
women and  141, 165–167, 175
see also madrasas; universities

Egypt  xii, 81, 137, 157, 146, 157, 242, 278, 289, 296, 305, 339, 356
ancient  23, 32, 109
literature  333–334
paper and  46, 47, 50, 52, 53–55, 142
see also Cairo

epigraphy  99–104
Eritrea  306, 334, 336, 337, 339
erotica  145
esoteric therapeutics see sirr
estampage 101–102
Ethiopia  306, 334, 335, 336–339,
ethno-philosophy  20, 23–24
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Umm al-Barahin 128

Sanusiyya  112, 305
Sarkin Kano Library  141, 145
Saudi Arabia  316
Savama-DCI (Sauveguarde et Valorisation des Manuscrits pour la 
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South Africa–Mali Project  7–12, 14 
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Steere, Bishop Edward  340
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al-Sulami, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman
Dhikr 173
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Talkis al-miftah 281
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