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ABSTRACT

This study examines the convipts' view of the
criminal Jjustice system., It does s¢ by using the Marxist
framework which, more than others, places the convicts
in their proper context, Its premise is that, the, crimingl
Justice system‘is an institution bouﬁd with the Corresponding
historical and socio-economic gtructure of the society. Thus,
understanding the convicts' view of the criminal justice
system requires reaching beyong official pronouncement to

its ideclogical underpinnings.

The analysis establishes a strong link between the
convicts' view of the criminal justice system and the
dominent characteristics of the bourgeois socio-economic
relations. - These structures were transplanted by the
colonialist and maintained by the emergent petty.boufgeoisie

class at independence,

Furthermore, the operational wits of the criminal
justice system were appraised, This was done by assessing
the convict's view of the activities of the Nigeria Police
Force; Nigerian Judiciary and the Nigerian Frigon Service,
The nagbure of the criminal Jjustice operation as discerned

ai . of . . . o
frem the lagnosléﬁ/the convicts view suggest that, it is

heavily tilted against the wnderprivileged class. It was also

(vii)



found that, the convicts' view of the ability of the criminal
Justice system to achleve its staled objective is rather

in the negative,

The implication of these findings were synthesized for
the criminal justice system in Nigeria, After making short
term recommendations on how to improve the current operatidnal
state of the criminal justice components, it was concluded
that, in order to contain the Nigeria crime problem,
fundemental steps must be taken to con'brpl the socio-

economic basis of criminality.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTTION

This research aims at exploring the convicts'! view

of the Criminal Justice System based on the totality
of their experience as clients within the system,
Thus, this opening chapter gives the necessary
background for materials that will follow in the
subsequent chapters of this work. These include: the
analysis of the crime problem in Nigeria, a critical
examination of the theoretical framework in relation
to the research prOblém, the statement of the specific
objectives of the study and finally, a brief history of

the criminal justice system in Nigeria.

CRIME IN NIGERIA

The problem éf crime is of concernn to all societies.
Nigeria, being a peripheral capitalist society, has also peen
facing the problem of criminality. Odekunle (1972, 1981), observes
wilth respeét to Nigeria's crimé proolem that property and
property-related crimes have consistently dominated the cOuntry's
crime-scene. These are perpetrated with increasing aggression,
violence and fat®&ity. He declares that in the light of the
wOfsening crime situation, and the l.effective.ess of the crime-
control apparatuses, wnlgeria can be deemed to have a "crime
problem." The notion of a "crime-problem" according to Odekunle
refers to: "... a chroaic aund recalcitrant situation iu which
the occurrence of crime is systematic rather than random, in which
the incidence is high and the phenomenc. is prevalent, in which

all section and sectors of the population are participating in its



perpetration, in which prevention, control and correctional

instrumentalities are rendered virtually ineffective!

(1979: p. 16).

Odekunle explains further that, the type, magnitude and
seriousness of Nigeria's crime problem is dictéted by the
socio~economic formation of the couniry. This is because the
philosophy informing the system emphasizes so much private
accumulation of material wealth leading to cut-throat competition
and the brutal exploitation of the *have nots!' by the 'haves!,

It is no wonder,; therefore, that crime in Nigeria is essentially

property-related in character,

Police crime s%atistics, though.usually highly inaccuragte
-due to the 'dark figures of crime! and under~reporting of crime
by victims, are abiding evidence of the frightening dimension
which property-related crime has assumed., Tablesbelow presents
annugl figures of thg»mgpetary value of propexrty stolen known

to the police for the years 1980-1986,

Table 1.1

VALUE OF STOLEN PEOPERTY XKNOWN TO THE POLICE
FOR THE YEARS 1980-1983

Year Value of property .Value of recovered .Perceﬁtage
reported stoelen () | property (N) recovered
1980 15, 700, 732,30 21,379,889.8) 13,8
1981 156,847,279.29 27,673,968.69 17.6
1982 228,115,620.35 |  19,195,058.95 21,7
1983 289,005,001, 29 L, 150, 716,73 1543

Source: Annual Reports of the Nigerian Police Force cited in
Wewswatch Magazine; 23 January, 1989,



Table 1.2

VALUE OF STOLEN PROPERTY KNOWN TO THE FOLICE FOR THE YEARS
198l and 1986

Year Value of Property Value of Recovered | Percentage
Reported Stolen ()| Property () Recovered

198 247,265,277 .76 58,882,945.11 23.8

1986 298,877,9L6.87 53,882,896.62 18.0

Source: Amnual Reports of the Nigerian Police Force; 198l and
1986,

From the above figures, one can see that the monetary
value is not only substantial, but there is a rising trend over ’

the years. This is just an aspect of the Nigerian crime scene,

Other crimes like armed robbery, hired assassinations
and other forms of gansterist violence by criminals are
increasingly threatening the operation of social, political
and economic activities in the country. Innocent citizens are
frequently attacked on highways, offices, market places or residential

areas. Other crimes like traffic offences are also on the increase.

The crime problem in Nigeria is not limited to the
categories addressed above, Smuggling, drug addiction and
trafficking, and currency offences have been proliferating.

Many Nigerians are now serving varying jail terms both within. the
country and outside for attempting to smuggle various items into
or out of the countrye- The gravity of the current crime problem
can also be appreciated in instances where law enforcement agencies

aid and abet criminalse.



The increase in crimingl activities has led to a nationwide
fear and anxiety, Due to the fear genérated by crime, workers
are forced to hurry home so as to avoid the claws of ciiminalso
In business circles, traders go out for their daily businesses
only when they feel it is safe enough, and they close early enough,

gll in the bid tc avoid crimingl victimization.

Many households, traders and other organisations employ
private security services for bunerr sdditional Drotectiosi.
This is why there is a current expansion of old, and the
upsurge of new private security companies all over the nation,
This development is not only an indiéé%ion>of public anxiety
about crime: it also points o the public loss of confidence in
the operation of the state agencies for law enforcement and crime
control, In some residential areas, vigilante groups are organized,
and in gsome premises, hired security guards are supplemented with
guard dogs and tall fences. Where the owners can afford them,
electronic gadets are put in place to throw a security cordon
over household. This situation has made Nigerians to be !prisoners!
in their owﬁ homes, prisoners of c¢ivilization and indeed

prisoners?! of crime,

Unfortunately, most of these measures have failed to yield
the desired effects Criminals still strike using a combination
of superior force and technigues. They do so in complete defience
of the police, the vigilante groups, and other securily measures
employved. This state of affairs can partly be attributed to the
fact that crime today has become a complicated and sophisticated

business, employing modern techniques in the arts, science and



technology. It has developed its own language and

buregucracy. Thus, in order to enhance the effectiveness_of
crime control strategies, there is the need to understend
and analyse the problem by considering the issues involved from

the convicted offenders® point of viewe

Another aspect of the Nigerian crime scene whiéh.is note-
worthy is the interest riddén character of the law enforcement
agencies, Due to their influential position in the army, police,
Jjudiciagry, civil service, business etc; the rich manipulate the
criminal Jjustice system to service their interests. It is no
wonder, therefore, that the criminal justice policies and practices
in Nigeria respond to the interest of the economically affluent
class. This discriminatory pattern is exhibited both at the

level of the formulation and the execution of policies,

A cloge look at the operation of the criminal justice
system in Nigeria will reveal that, the sYstem consistently
operates againgt the poor. For instance, for the same offence
comnitted, the poor are more likely to be arrested, charged,
convicted and sentenced to prison with longer prison tezm,
than members of the economically affluent class. In other words,
the image of the M"eriminal' in the official eyes is an image
distorted by the structure of the socio-economic system itself;
In line with the above Odekunle (1981) argues that, criminal
laws are enacted, broken and sanctioned differentially within
a certain socio-economic and political context. He notes
further that, the personnel, their mode of operations and other
attributes of the agencies of prevention, control and correction

do sometimes aggravate rather than reduce the problems "that
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‘theSe agencies by their mode of operations are sifting system
" where the gre@t flies are usually screened-off to legal

'innocénce' and freedom and the Spmell.ones are retained" (1981: 2).
One consequence of this, Odekunle notes, is that the prisons
regularly receive back almost half of those they have 'correctedt

and discharged.

Raiman { 1976), alsc opines that in general, the criminal
justice systeﬁs in capitalist societies fail to reduce crime
because 1t closes its eyes to the dangerous acts of the afflﬁent
class and insists oﬂ stacking the deck against the poox,
Conseguently, the perspective of the offenders who are mostly
the economically‘disadvantaged class is totally ignored in the
administration of justice. This, of course,is with the aim

of furthering capitalist economic interests.

The reform of the criminal Jjustice system nececds to teake
due cognizance of the views of the convicts. Most of the
social reforms in this cowntry, where the view of the Higerian
populace is sought, have consistently ignored the view of the
convicted offenders. Even criminal justice policy makers have
consistently avoided the convicts?! view and opinion as a source
of insight for policy meking, It is the considered opinion of
this study that, such policies could be more effective if they
were based on a balanced agssessment of. the views of the policy

makers on the one hand, and the convict's view on the other.

Furthermore, examining the view of the convicts can help
criminal justice policy makers and law enforcers to uncover

some of the hidden. aspects of the problems confronting the

6



criminal Jjustice system. Hayihg gone through the criminal

justice system, the convicts will form certain impression of

the systems This impression can reinforce certain views which
have various implication for criminal Jjustice policies and
practices. At least, it can shed light on how best crime

control policieg can be formulated aha(enforcedo For example,

the formal and informal processes involved in arresting, prosecuting
and sentencing offenders will be known. Furthermore, all the
formal and informal experiences a convict acquires during his
.trial and Imprisonmment will be exposed. These would place one

in a better position to critically reappraise the criminal justice

system, and be able to offer concrete suggestions.

Studying the views of the convicts will also indicate
whether by virtue of their experience, prisoners in Nigeria
are of the opinion that the criminal justice system is actually
protecting the interest of the society through the prevention
of crime and the treatment of offenders; or whether it is
protecting the interest of a particular class of people in the

society.

Another reason for the need o be concerned . with the convicts!
view is that, the attempt to achieve the penal objectives of
correction and reformation need to contend with the convicts!
eveluation of these programmes. Awareness of the convicts?
view will be beneficial because it has implication for the convicis
attribution of legitimacy and respect to the criminal Justice

system, and to their willing acceptance of, and obedience to,



penal sanctions, t is the contention here that, a criminal
justice policy which is informed by a realistic conviets view
and opinion will produce a significant criminal justice
institution which will enjoy both the public and convicts
support and respect through time, This it is hoped will enhance

the effectiveness of the criminal justice system.

In summary, it can be said, that, if the criminal justice
system is to enjoy the confidence of the public and the convicted -
offenders; it 1s desirable to give them g chance to air their
view on the working of the system. Therefore, the experience
of convicts regarding their arrest, prosecution, trial,
conviction and sentence; and their reaction to prison conditions
such as food, shelter, clothing, work schedule, educational and
vocational itraining, medication, social life and recreaiion needs

10 be closely and diligently studied., -

RESBARCH OBJECTIVES

The insight and motivation to carry out this study is
not unrelated to the findings of earlier studies on the criminal
justice system. In the course of the survey of available
literature, the appalling condition of the criminal justice system
in Nigeria came to light. This generated the researcher's interest
in the operation of the criminal justice system most especially
as'it relates to the convicts' view. Consequently,  this study
is embarked upon to achieve the following objectives;
1. To critically examine the convicts view of the operation

of the criminal justice system.
2, To examine the reaction of convicts . to their incarceration

and treatment,



3. To critically assess the convicts' view of the Nigerian
soclety as a whole based on their experiences in the
criminal Jjustice systen.

L. To meke recommendations on the operation of the criminal

justice system based on findings in 1-3 above,

Although it cannot be claimed thet the realization of
these objectives can solvé a2ll the identified crime problems in
Nigeria. UNevertheless, its significance lies in enhancing a better
understanding of the organization and practices of the penal
system, Convicis report could shed light on some hidden aspect
of the operation of the system which cannot be uncovered solely
by considering the officizl view. Foxr instance, the class
character of the Nigerian penal system is likely to be exposed

Qhen these objectives are realized.

Literature Reviey

As can be =zeen from the foregoing, thi: study atiompis
explore the views of convicts on the operation of the criminal
justice system and the society as a whole. This is Qith the view
to critically reappraise the criminal justice operations.

This problem calls for a specific theoretical orientation as s
frame of reference. This orientation-must be one which

conceptuglizes the convictls view in its proper conteXi and
dynamicse
In deciding on this, one is confronted with tyree varyiny

paradigms: the functionalist, social interactionist and the Marxist

paradigms., It is desirable that both paradigms be examined



before choosing the most sultable framework which best theorizes

the position of convicts within the criminal justice system.

FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE

Traditional literature on crime end the criminal
Justice gysten tends to subscribe to the functionalist
perspective. Generally, the functionszlist theorists are
concerned with the stability of society; that is how each
part of the societ& functions in order to keep the whole going.
They percelve social Institutions as fulfilling imperative social
needs - thoge which must be accomplished if societj ig to survive,
Thus, they try to pin down the contribution of each social
institution in the maintenance of order and equilibrium in the
society, ZFfunctionalist view of crime was developed by scholars
like Durkheim (1951) and so on. Durkheim maintain that society
causes deviant behaviours like suicide, independent of the will
of individuals. He posits that no soclety is free of crime.
According to Durkheim:

Crime is, then ﬁecessary, it is bound up

with the fundamentel conditions of all social
life, and by that very fact it is useful,
beczuse these conditions of which it is a part
are themselves indispensable to the normal
solution of morality and law (cited in
Wolfgang, 1970, . 12).

From the view expressed above, the criminal is then, not
an uwnsocizble being, neither is he a strange and unassailable
body introduced into the society. On the contrary, he plays
a definite role in social life.

Critics were however fast in pointing out that, Durkheim's
study of suicide had welied heavily on official statistics.
Douglas (1973) observes that oéficial statistics are biased

selection of social data that interest officials trying to

10



eliminate or control what they define as deviance. It ig thus
clear that, the convicts' view cannot be critically assessed within

a broad based statistical analysis of official records.

Merton (1957), expounds the functionalist position on crime
and punishment further. He assert that, society produces
'anomic! strains in individuals. This, it does by socializing
its members to want success - goals; then it limits the
institutionalized means to achieve these goals; most especially
for the poor. These strains lead to crime. Thus, from this
point of view, crime is caused by structural inconsistencies
in goals and means. He proposes two solutions to the problem
of crimes The first is to redress the structural imbalance
between socially prescribed goals and approved means. The
second is to correct and resocialize the-eonvicts to use only

legitimate means to achieve their goals.

Cloward and Ohlin develop Merton'g theory of Anomie.
They meintain that, the theory of anomie only views the deviant

to

=

in relation the consirained legitimate opportunities and assume
that illegitimate avenues to success are freely available.
According to Cloward gnd Ohlin, access to illegitimate means

is not freely available to all, Socially structured variations
exist in.the accessibility to 1llegitimabte opportunities. This
affects individusls resolution to crime, Individuais are thus
seen to be located within two opportuwnity structures - one
legitimete, the other illegitimate. Given limited access to
goals, using legitimate means, the responses of deviants will
vary according to the availability of various illegitimate means,

11



They maintain that societal response to crime should be geared
towards the correction of the offender to use only legitimate

means to attain success.

It is pertinent to note at this juncture that, thousgh
functionslism sometimes sdvocate repression; but fhey emphasize
more on correcting the deviant to accept societal values. But
correction can not be realized Zgiven the awful condition of the
‘prisons. The life in Jail is such that inmates are not allowed
to exercise their initiatives. DLife in jail is regimented and
programmed; leading to the depesrsonalization of inmates
(Davies 197L). Furthermore, correctionalism is bound to fail
because the perception of éonvicts of criminal justice effort
is at varisnce with the official intent. Finally, it seems

illogical To train a person for freedom under condition of captivity.
o dn

Griffiths‘gi al (1980), further elaborate the role of the
criminsl justice system from the functionalist perspective. They
pogit that, the criminal Justice system is part of a much broazder
social system which functions to maint;in the continuity of the whole.
The criminal justice éystem is seen as a formal agency of social
control which exis®ts within a socio=political context. This
social control funciion is regulated by the state through its
officials. To them, violation of social standards invokes 2 criminal
justice process which is essentially refaliatory in nature.

This retaliation is not unpredicted nor is it unregulatéd; for,

it reflects the values of the community. The extent to which a

12



group relies upon a formal agency as a meang of social control
is & function of group integration and interdependence

(Grittiths et al, 1980; p. 26).

This position raise a number of questions. In particular,
the functionalist assumption of value consensus fails to grasp
the numerous conflict over vslues in the societyo Functionalism
assumes that all members of the society shate the same values
and uphold a uvniversal view of the penal system. But due to
value contradiction, the economically powerful class imposes its
values and views on the rest of the society, Thorstein Sellin
(1938) observes that:

The character of these rules {criminal laws)
the kind or type of conduct they prohibit,
the nature of the sanction attached to their
violation etc, depend upon the character and
interest of these groups in the population
which influence legislation ... the social
values which receive the protection of the
criminal law are ultimately those which are
treasured by dominant 1nterest group (cited
in Alemika, 1990, p. 5).

The failure of the functionalist to recognize clags divisions
and the class conflict existing in capitalist societies like
Nigeria limits their understanding of why the conVicits view is
neglected and the interest this neglect serves. Ancillisry to

this, is the functionalist ingbility to anslyse the convicts view

within its ideclogical context.

Furthermore, although the criminal justice system protect
the interest of every member of soclety, it does that
significantly to the advantage of the groups who exercise control
over the political and economic resources of society (Alemika,
1990), For this reason the convicis! view, which is antagonistic
to the view and interest of the eqonomically powerful class

‘camnot but be neglected,

13



In summary, the functionalist paradigm views soclety as
a self-contained and functioning whole. Crime is seen as a
destabilizing activity because it upsets the societal equilibrium,
The criminal justice system is thus expected to stabilize the
society by correcting offenders. By so doing, it re-sets the
disequilibrium caused by crime, In essence the criminal
Justice system has as its objective, the reformation and

rehabilitation of convicted offenders.

Ahire (1990) observes that, much claims of reformation
and rehabilitation is made without a sufficient understanding
of the concepts. Reformation according to Ahire, refers to
"megsures calculated to impart moral improvement in a person's
character so that he will be 1e$s inclined to re-offend in the
future ... Rehabilitation refers to post release efforis made

to make it easier for the offender to resettle ... in society”

(ihire, 1990, p. 17).

Given this conceptual clarity, the questions that comes
to mind are: why has the criminal Jjusitice system continued to fail
in refomning and rehabilitating convicted offenders? Why has
the convicts view of the penal system been consistently iixored?

Tnese are questions that the functionalist theory does not answer.

Soclal Interactionist Perspective

The - sociagl interactionist perspective arose as a
reaction against the inadequacies of functionalist theory.
Becker argues that functiomalism has much difficulty in

gpecifying what is functional and what is dysfunctional for a

10



gociety ox group. He notes further that:

The gquestion of what the purpose or goal

(function) of a group is, and, consequently, what

things will help or hinder the achievement of that

purpose, is very often a political question. ces

The functional view of deviance, by ignoring the

political aspect of the phenomena, limits our

understanding ..., social group creates deviance

by making rules whose infraction constitute

deviance, by applying those rules to particular

people and labelling them as outsiders"(cited in

Balkan et al; 1970, p. 30).

This suggests that the social interactionist perspective
arose as a reaction to the limitations of the functional
theory, Their starting point is that social life is a reality
interpreted by men which is subjectively meaningful to them.
Thus, from this posgition, the reality of the criminagl justice

practices must be seen from the subjective interpretation of

convicits,

The socigl interactionists view social rules as created
by specific gocial groups who are in a position to enforce these
on others. DBecker puts it better when he notes that rules are
the product of moral enterprenuers (196L). Balkan however
obgerves that, though the social inveractionists claim to see
law as a creation of some specific groups, their explanation tends
to suggest that in the creation of rules, "a plurality of
interest, rather than those of a dominant class determine the

structure and substance of the legsl order" (1970, P 33).

The social interactionist proposition on crime and
deviance is that, deviant acts are not intrinsicelly 'bad!
behaviour, They become so, as a result of labelling. To them,
deviance is created by the scciety through the enactment of
rules whose infrection constitutes deviance. Becker states the

qusitionllucidly thus:

15



Deviance is not a .. quality of the act the
person commits, but rather a consequence of the
application by others of rules and sanctions to
an ‘offender'. The deviant is one to whom that
label has successfully been applied; deviant
behaviour is behaviour that people so label
(Becker, 1963, pe 9).

It is thus clear that, to the social interactionists, the
convict's experience of being labelled a deviant is crucial o
understanding his subsequent behaviours. Edwin Lemert expounds
further that deviance cannot be understood without reference to
the societal regction it .invokes.. Deviance, he notes, is
shaped by the attitude and actions of others. He distinguishes
between primary and secondaxry devigtion. While first time deviators
who adopt no means of neutralization or adjustment to social
reagction are primary deviant, those who employ means of defence,

~wﬁﬁaﬁtgck“or adjustment to the problems created by societal reaction

" are termed secondary deviants (cited in Schur, p. 2).

The interzctionist posgition on deviance has been querried
on the ground that in their attempt to define deviance; they
|
succeed only in describing it. They only show that deviance
‘.is the behaviour labelled by others; but have not explained why
these behaviours are so labelled. Consequently, they are
criticised for not looking at other factors outside the intersciion
situgtion which affect the decision of the public or the criminal

justice agencies when labelling an offenders It is thus

0

clear that, the conviects view cannct be critically assessed

without reference to factors outside the interaction situation.
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Goffman and Becker developed the conception of deviant
career from the concept of secondary deviation. 4 deviant
career refers to "the regular sequence of changes that career
entails in the persons self and in his framework of imagery
for judging himself and others" (1966). The experience of
being caught and labelled is cruciel in building a deviant
career. Even when the deviator is not discovered and labelled,
he acts as the enforcer. He may view and even punish himegelf

for deviating.

However, to the interactionisis, once a person is caught,
he is branded by the public and every one reacts to H&im and he
in turn is expected to react to his new status. Thus, apprehension
for a single deviabion exposes one to the likelihood of being

regarded as a perpetual deviant. Trom thep,he is reacted to as

deviants' This leads to sterectyping and stigma.

Stigma refers to "a belief that a person is different
and inferior from the 'rest of us' and the individuval is
reduced in our minds from a whole and unusual person to a
tainted, discounted one" (Balkan et al, 1980, p. 31). The
céncept of stigma is very imporitant in understending the
reaction of convicts to their being labelled and incarcerated.
Goffman maintains that, differential responses force stigmatized
individuals to form or Join sub-cultural groups. Thus, by
virtue of their stigma, deviants come to share a common world
view and life styieo This ignites the process of self
fulfilling prophecy: the mechanism that shapes the person into

the image people have of him. It also shapes his image of
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othef people based on his views and experiences. Here, the
deviant may develop friendly oxr antagonistic views to
those of the powerful group. Becker argues further that,
after developing a deviant career, the deviant identify with
the members of a particular sub-culture. He shares a common
feeling and view arising from their common problems and fateo
A set of view and perception of how the world is and how to
deal with it grows., This ha® numerous implication for

understanding the fomation of convicts' views

Finally, sociazl interactionist go further to analyze the
extreme. stage of stigmatization. This is the process of
introducing the deviant into the criminal justice processes.
Garfinkes refers to the effect of criminal Jjustice on the
individual as status degradaticn ceremony. This is the process
wﬁere the deviant's former status is striped off him; and a
new identity is thrust on him, Based on the above, it is
clear that the new identify given convicts changes thelr reality
and the way they view and approach both official and unofficial
issues. Thkis, .. could help when assessing the reaction of
convicts to thelr incarceration., At least it will shed light

on the interaction situation between convicts and state officials.

However the interactionist position is queried on g number
of grounds. TFirst it emphasize the deviant rather than the
context or agents of social control. They portray the deviant
‘as "some one who has to be managed". They also view the social

actor as powerless and helpless, and at the mercy of rule creators
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and enforcers, This assumption of passivity is a negativism

of the well established fact of =ocial dynamies (4hire, 1980).

With reference to the position of convicts and their
view, the interactionist fail 1o analyse and assess convicts
reaction from its class position. Consequently, they fail
to locate their analysis of law, crime and the criminal Justice
system within the socio-gconomic sitructure. In order to fully
understand the convicts view within its proper socio-economic

context, the marxist theory need to be considered.

Marxian Perspective

Although neither Marx;, Engels nor Lenin wrote extensively

on crime or the criminal Justice system per se: other scholars

whnccatmn
like Chamblis, Balkan, Quinney, Sumner, Shivji and so on have
applied their general social and economic theories to the

study of crime and justice,
J

The starting point for the marxist paradigm is the mode
of production, It holds that social relationships are influenced
by the Prevailiné mode of production. It is within this
perspective that Marx examines the relationship between law
and society. Marx expresses his position in a most deterministic
fashions

In the social production of their existence

men inevitably enter into definite relations
which are independent of their will, namely
relations of producition appropriate to 4

given stage in the development of their material
forces of production. The totality of these
relations of production constitutes the econcmic
structure of sociebty, the real foundation, on
which arises a legal and political super-structure
and to which corresponds deéfinite foxrms of social
consciousness (Cited in Phillips, 1980, p. 196).
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It is clear from the above that, all the social

relations one enters into are directly influenced by the economic

base. Thus, the relationship between the convict and the

criminal Jjustice sysftem ig similarly influenced by the

economic base. Indeed, the economy influences even the
mental g psychological process of man., As Lenin clearly states:
just as man's knowledge reflects nature (i.e. developing mattexr),
which exist independently of him, so man's social knowledge iceo
his variocus views and doctrines -~ philosophical, religious,

political and so forth reflect the economic system of socieby.

(Lenin, 1977: LS5).

Baged on the abtove, the starting point for a proper
understonding of the views formed by convicts is the economic
base. This is becausge the economic base influences 2ll other

gocizl and psychological activities.

Balkan (1970) expatiates this point further by maintaining
that, social phenomena including crime and the operation of the
criminal justicé systen éannot be seen in isolation from the
historical process of society., Human behaviour and other
societal ingtitutions are seen as being determined, influenced

and shaped by the economic bage.

Thus, the Marxists offer explenations to crime and
related processes based on the structural and class differences
that exist in any capitalist society. They also engage in the
analysis of the process by which laws are formulated, supported,

enforced or even zbandoned depending on the class interest they
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protect in any historically determined social formation
(Quinney, 1977). Based on the above, they maintain that the
class that controls the means of production also control the
state and other institubions; it also formulate the laws and
defines acceptable and unacceptable behaviours. Given this
situation, the view of the exploited class which can be echoed

by the convicted offenders is given no attention.

Furthermore, the Marxist tradition maintains that,
criminal laws are seen as a product of specific forms of
interaction (struggle) smong certain historical forces and
relations of production. This struggle takes the form of
imposing bourgeoils velues on the proleteriat, and criminalizing
lower class value with the main objective of furthering the

capitalist domination,

Thus, the central thesis of marxists on law is that,; most
acts deciared as criminal are prohibited because they are
considered by those in power 1o be injurious to the vested
interest of their class (Omaji, 198L: 3L). Afanasyev (1980)
explain further that law, like poiitics arose with classes and
the state. It is the will of the ruling class expressed in legal
forms and it defends the political and economic interest of the
ruling class. He argues that people's legal relations should
&aw&istinguished from their legal ideas and views which describe
the attitude of pecple to the law of a given society, so also
are peoplels concevtion of what is lawful and uwnlawful, obligatoxry
or non—obligatory as it applies to people, states and nations.

He asserts that legel ideas and views bear a class character

21



and express the interest of a definite class. In an antagonistic
class society, the legel views and ideas of the exploiting class
prevaile This is becauss they control bvoth policy making and
execution., In order to impose its will on the exploited clasgs
the ruling class employs state apparatus and legal ideas. By
means of these apparatuses and ideas they try to justify the
laws They establish, conceal its class character and present

it as the law of the entire soclety. For instance, capitalist
laws and justice gystems are founded on the legal ideas and
views of the boﬁrgeoisieo The function of the idea is to prove
that law for example, is fair and is an embodiment of democracy,

and that the bourgeoisie courts are impartial and so on.

The state in capitalist society is the instrument mostly
used to propagate bourgeoisie ideas. Lenin (1977, p. 29) explains
that, according to Marx, "the state is an organ of clags rule,
an organ for the oppression of one class by another", it is the
creation of 'order! which legslises and perpetuates this
opfression by moderating the conflict beltween the c¢lassess
Thus, for the Marxist, the state and the criminal justice system
are essentially seen as the creation and tool of the dominant
clags in the society. Criminal law in this respect; remains
one of the principal tool serving the interest of the capitalist
class. Modern capitalist sccieties are conceived as based on the
control of one class by another. The state and the criminal
jus%ice system are, among other instruments, used to secure this
arrangement. The criminal justice system is further seen as
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reflecting the underlying class division in the society. TFor
the Marxist, the state and the criminal justice system, rather
than gerving all the people in an impartial manner, tends to
 fracture the social solidarity of the society in the interest

of the capitalist class {Quinney end Wildman, 1977, p. 12).

The exploited class which must remain oppressed for the
tfiumph of the oapitalist class, continues to be the object of
the operation of the penal system. Engels, for instance,
‘considers the right of bail and maintains that it is more a
privilege of the rich than a right at all, since the poor
cannot afford it. He says, the property qualification for
jury service ensures that the rich are tried by their peers, and
the poor by their enemies. BEngels concludes that, the
impartiality of the judge is a 'fiction' (Cited in Phillips,

1980, po 157}

Similarly, punishment in capitalizt societies is seen as
"a process of enforcement of bourgeoisie law aimed at class
control., This is done by re~educating the convicts to respect
and uphold bourgoisie ideas and view pointse. Punishment is'
assigned the function of educating convicts to acfept and
preserve capitalist economic interest. It is a process of
protecting and promoting the capitalist order — the order that

ensures the social and economic hegemony of the capitalist class.

Given the operation of the criminal Justice system in
favour of the bourgeoisie, the convicts! view is bound to be

neglected. This is because, most convicts are, by virtue of
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their class position, bound to hold view and opinions that
are uncdmplementary to the status quo. Such views are likely
to be directly or indirectly antagonistic to the capitalist
class intérést. This situation greatly contribute to the

neglect of the convict's view.

It can be argued that, the neglect of convicts' view is
directly interwoven with the historical process of class struggle.
According to Marx and Eﬁgels (1976); conceiving, thinking, viewing
and other mental processes appears to be the direct influence
of the conditions of their lives. The seme applies to people's
mental production as expressed in the language of politics, law,
morality, religion and so forth. They posits that:

men are the producers of their conception,
ideas etc, that is real active men, as they
are conditioned by a definite development
of their productive forces and of the
intercourse corresponding to these, up to

its furthest form (Marx and Engels, 1976
e 42).

Therefore, in this view, the life process of convicts, that
is their life experience in the larger society, which is reinforced
by their experiences within the criminal justice system, is seen
as determining the convicts® view of the penal system and the

society in general.

According to the Marxist, the phantoms formed in the brains
of men are sublimates of their material life conditions. To
them, history, morality, religion, metaphsics, law etc are the Ristory

of men developing their material production, their thinking and the
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product of their thinking. Since the Marxist holds that it is

not 'consciousness' that determines 'being' but the other way
convicts'

round, then the . conscious awareness of their lives

needs to be closely studied. (Afanasyev, 1979).

To the Marxist, consciousness acquires a class character
in any clasg divided society. Greater consciouesness of the
people strengthens their ideological unity. Ideology, according
to Synder (1982) eﬁéompasses elements of sociul consoiloniiness.
The reascen being that, in an antagonistic sociai relations,
the interest of classes is unidentical. As such, they fomrm
different views and opinions as regards how to attain their
varying objecidves. For, it is by means of a specific system
of ideas and views that a class expresses and substantiates its
place in the society, protects its interest, sirives to achieve

its objectives and accomplishes its tasks (Afanasyev, 1980),

This position has a direct implication for the study of
the convicitg! view of the criminal Jjustice system. Understanding
the views and ideas held by convicts will indicate whether they
(i.e. convicts), have developed a shared ideological wnity based
on their class experiences and interest. The convicts, who are
predominantly the exploited class, may develop a common View
of the criminal justice system, This could serve as a basis
for protecting their interest and siriving to achieve a common

objectives

To be precise, this paradigm offers the possibility of
uncovering whether convicts do develop a class consciousness
and class ideology. For example, do convicts feel they belong
to the same class with each other or not? Do convicts feel they

share the game life chances with other lower class law
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enforcement agents? How do convicts view their social position
vis—a~vis the class structure of the Nigerian society? The
Marxist paradign seems to provide the most adequate premises

for answering these gquestions.

According to Turner (1986), Marx saw men as unigue by virtue
of their conscious awereness of themselves and their life
situationg. They are capable of self reflection and hence of
assessing their true position in the society. Marx argues
that, the capacity to use language, to think and to analyze

"situations allows men to alter their enviromment. People do not
merely react to their material condition in some mechnical ways.
They also use their capacity for thought and reflection to
@onstrﬁct new material condition andvcorresponding social relations.
Indeed, the course of history involve such processes of people
restructuring the material condition of their existence (Turner,

1986, po 13L).

Thus, analyzing the view of convicts within the Marxist
paradign will place one in a position to critically assess
convicts? self reflection and self assessment. Furthermore,
one will be in a position to ascertain the extent to which
convicts alter penal objectives to suit their views, perceptions
and circumstances. This paradign also clarifies how convicts
use their thought, views and reflection to construct penal
objectives which are antagonistic to the objectives set out by

the criminal Jjustice system.
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Therefore, given the problem as conceptualized in this
study, the Marxist paradigﬁ is adopted for the following reasons:
firstly, it emphasizes the class character of the criminsl
Justice system and thus places convicts' views in proper
-perspectiveso Secondly, the paradigm flashes new insight
into the operation of the criminal justice system in
capitalist societies by revealing the interplay between the
soclety and the conviects! view of the criminal Justice systems
Finally, the paradigm explains both the operational and ideological
implication of congidering (or neglecting} the convicts! view
of the criminal justice system in Nigeria.

The Position of Convicts in the Indigenous
Adninistration of Justice

In prder to trace the history and philosophy of the modern
criminal justice system in Nigeria, there is the need to take
a brief look at the pre-colonisgl system of criminal justices
This review will be done in order to show how the indigenous
systems of law enforcement generally considered the view of the

convict.

Before colonization; Africa laws consisted of body of
rules which though unwritten, had their sources in the tradition and
practice of the people, giving them public support and respects
These laws were not formalized (with the exception of Islamic
law), because their application varied with circumsiances and
the social organization of the various ethnic groups (Morris,

1970; Owomero, 1981).
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Furthermore, pre-colonisl states had their policing agents,
Temuno (1970), recognizes the 'Dogari' and 'iAkods' in the
northern and western Nigeris respectively. He observes that:

In general, the pre-colonisl police of
Wigeria performed such. tasks as delivering
messages to and from the traditional rulers,
guarding the persons of the rulers, acting
as bailiffs ... detecting and arresting
criminals and assisting ... elders of the
town and villages in maintaining law and
order (Tamuno, 1970, p. 71).

It need to be pointed out that, despite these apparant
democratic postures of the pre-colonial police, they also engage
in oppressive roles. For instance, they are used in repressing

organized or sporadic peasant revolt against feudal domination

and exploitation.

Similarly, formalized courts were known to have existed
in the centralised state of the Yorubas in the West and the
Hausa/Fulani in the North. These courts had formalized means
of enforcing their adjucations. In other parts of the country,
for instance in the decentralized societies of the middle belt
and the east, laws were administered by group of elders or
clan members, ad. hoc in composition. Often they enforced their

laws through public opinion and communal action (Morris 1970,

D 8)a

However, African indigenous system of Justice a&ninist:ation
possessed some general characferistiCSa Unlike the western system,
little separation existed betweén legislation and the administration
of justice. Laws were not formulabed in rigid rules; they consisted
of guiding principles for the administration of Justice
(Holleman, 197L).
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Thus, unlike the western system of justice administration
where there is strict adherence to procedurel rules; the
indigenous system of Justice administration considered the whole
gsocia]l setting. This entailed considering the views and opinion
of the victim, the convict, the witnesses and any other person
within the setting. In order to appreciate the prevalence of
such an approach, one must understand the dominent principle of

indigenous societiese.

In the African indigenous setting, individual life was
wrapped in the social life of the whole community. People's
entire political, economic and legal engagements were shared with
kingmen and neighbours., There was the feeling that every one
including convicted offenders, was actually or potentislly in
need of others help., Thus everybody's views and opinion is

given due consideration in legal and other matters,

It cén thus be seen that, in the indigenous societies, legal
disputes are not regarded as matiers confined to the individual
victim or offender. Indigencus system of Justice dispensation
aims at resolving the conflict between citizens rather than
insis®ing on the application of abstract laws, The successful
end of a legal process is a Jjudgment which both parties formally

agree to accept and observe (Holleman, 197L).

A brief review of the Mashona court procedure will
highlight the extent to which indigenous system of justice
administration tseke due cognizance of the view of convicted
offenders. Among the Mashona, courts convene at suitable places,
ugually outdoors: under a shady tree or any convenient flai
surface near the market. It is a public affair with people atiending

even from near by villages. The presiding officer is the chief
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or headman, who is assisted by assessors, normally kinsmen or
commoners versed in law and elocution. There is also an
officlal intermediary. All parties must deposit a hearing fee
at the begimming of the trial., This is their concrete token of

submission to the authority of the court. (Holleman, 197l).

According to the Mashona legal process, the complainant

would be called to talk first, then the defendant, would give his own

- version in g similar manner, Then the witnesses would be called,
who in most cases, did no more than reaffirm what their parties
sald. When the judge finally passed his verdict, it was
compulsory for him to ask the parties whether they agreed with

his Jjudgment. Sometimes a convict may not accept the sentence
passed on him; a strenuous argument would ensure between the

judge and the convict. ALrguments of such are mostly with regerds
t0 the exect amount of compensation or fine to be paid, At this
juncture, the public would jJoin in order to help find an acceptéble

solution.

This is an indication of the extent to which indigenous
system of Jjustice administration considered convicits! view. It
could even be seen that, the convicts' view provided part of the
basis on which Jjustice wad administered. When reconciliation
is finglly reached, the convict must as a matter of formality,
confess his guilt publicly, This must be concmetized by producing
a token which is given to the court, Only this could satisfy
the court, the complainant and the public that the offender has
fully acknowledged his guilt (Holleman, 197h). These tokens
should not be regarded as mere 'formalities', inspite of their
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formal character. Basically, they were meant to reduce to
substance the unsubstantizl and abstract view of the convicte
"The public clamoured to see the defendant admitting his faultg

despite his repeated oral admission" (Holleman, 197k, Do L43).

Punishment serves different functions for the western and
traditional system of Jjustice. Punishment in pre-colonial
societies was aimed at reconciling litigants. (Holleman, 197L,
pe L46)s But in western societies, the function of punishment
include retribution, deterrence and reforﬁationo Infact, the
recognition of reformation in the West has been atiributed to
the replacement of capital punishment with imprisomment; parole

and probation (Robert and Williams, 1977, Pe 233)

Thus, with regard to indigenous form of imprisorment,
societies with centralized state were known to have used
prisons occassionally. This was unlike the decentralized
societles of the Bast and Middle belt, where the use of
imprisonment was rare. "This suggest that the development
of prison in pre-colonial Nigeria was common to societies with
well developed sccial hierarchies which demagrcated the ruling

group from the suberdinate group" (Ahire, 1990, p. 3).

The philosophies guiding the indigenous system of justice
adninistration in Nigeris were funadmentally altered by the
colonial administration to achieve an effective control over
Nigeriae Tammo (1970), observes that, with colonialism, most

of the customary laws known to the peovle geve way to the British
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concept of law and order., Adewoye (1973), points out that,
"the criminal code of 1916 was a ready instrument of cqercion
and a suitable measure for establishing and enforcing what
ever was conceived by the colonial regime as desirable.
pattern of behaviour" (Quoted from Omaji, 1986, p. 58). Thus,
law was a major instrument in the imposition of British social

values upon the coloniged Nigerians.

Owomero (1981), opines that, most of the provisions in the
criminal and penal code were aimed at furthering British
economic interest. ¥For example, acts like tax evasions,
deserting from forced labour, refusing to grow cash crops and
all forms of resistance to colonisl policies were enforced as

crimes,

Similarly, the modern police in Nigeria.emerged within
"the contexl ofthe growtn of colonial suthority and the re—
organigation of indigenous society by the colonizl state”
(Ahire, 1985). The call for the establishment of a police force
came from British merchants and missionaries who saw it as a sure
remedy to the problem of obstructive indigenous éhiefs and
recalcitrant natives. Thus, the cblonial police force were used
in unseating vowerful kings like Jaja of Opobo and Nana of Hbrohimie
(ihire, 1985, p. 13).

The indigenous couwrts and their system of adjudication

were also altered. While in the centralized Northern and Western

states, where formalized courts existed, British procedures

were simply imposed., In the decentralized societies of the east
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and middle belt where fommalized courts were not in existence,

a formalized court was imposed on them. Ajibola (1982), observes
that, in Nigeria the system of customary or native coﬁrt was
integrated with the system of British courts. These courts

however function to enforce colonial laws.

The.question of what to do with those convicted by the
courts led to the establishment of modern prisons in Nigeria.
It was hoped that the convicted offender would not only be
deterred but also be refowmed. However convicts were only
assigned to works that were directly supportive of British economic
interest, These included the construction of railways and roads
for the transportation of export crops. They also loaded and
off-loaded such goods from different means of transportation.
Other work assigned to convicts include the general .. clegning
of colonial buildings. Charles (1988), maintain that, the
prisons served as an instrument of confinement and coercion to
keep the colonized Nigerian in check, in order for the colonial
masters to achieve their exploitative objectives" (Charles,
1988: éo)o

The colonial masters handed over the affairs of Nigeria to
the indigenes on October 1, 1960, TR€Y handed over smong other
things the criminal Jjustice institutions. The criminal Jjustice
system continued to be used as instrument of coercion and a
means of social control. The continued use of ccercion becomes

a necessary instrument for maintaining the exploitative social
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order established by the British, The emerging petty bourgeoisie
were interested in perpetuating the exploitation of Nigerian
.resources. They hoped to achieve this by perfecting their
domingtion over the explcited class. These aspirations of the
new leadership could only be realized through the use of coerciong
and one of the instruments of coercion at their disposal is the
criminel Justice institution, Given the above situation, the
views that are likely to be considered : in the administration

of Justice are those of the petty-bourgeoisie and their alliese.
The views of convicts in particular and those of other exploited

class in general are bound to be avoided,

Avoiding the views of the exploited class is necessary because
most of the criminal justice activities are directed against them.
For example, the police have been used to brutally suppress
peasants and students revolis against harsh economic policies
by the state. The use of courts as instrument of coercion takes
the form of harsh sentence of imprisomment, fine or both. The
prison institution is the instrument used for inflicting.both
mental and physical pain on convicted offenders., Thus, given
the interest-ridden operation of the criminal justice system the
opinion and views of the bourgeois class are mostly considered,

and those of convicts greatly suppressed.

It is thus clear that, the philosophies, policies and
practices of the criminal justice system were inherited by the
leadership of the country at ;ndependencea This continues to
shape and influence criminal justice operations to date. Many
administrators and intellectuals alike have made comments on the
problems of the received criminal Jjustice system, most especially
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in relation to the convicted offenders (Idada, 1969; Lowenstein,

19‘69) .

From the above, it is clear that the present condition of
the criminal Justice system in most African countries in general
and Nigerila in particular are in a sorry state; and this callé
for an urgent and prompt attention. In this respect, there
is the need for a clear understanding of what happens in our
justice system., It is hoped that this insight will be gained
by studying the totality of the convict®s experiences from his
initial contact with the police up to his conviction; and even
his view about his post releagse life chances, It is therefore
hoped that this study will give a general background knowledge
of the problems of our criminal justice system vis—a~vis the

dynamics of the capitalist system in Nigeria.



CHAPTER TWO

RESEARCH DESIGN

In the preceding chapter, the problem of the neglect of
convicts! views ~ in the criminal justice system was examined,
This chapter is mainly concerned with the methods that were
employed in this research., The aspects covered include the
location of the study, the sampling of respondents, the key
dependent and independent variables, the methods of data
collection and the techniques of analysing and interpreting

them, Finally, the field experience and problems are examined,

Choice of Location

Although the topic of this research suggests a nation
wide coverage, the consideration of time and other constraints
makes geographical restricltion necessary. In this respect,
Kaduna state is chosen as the location for data collection,

Two towns are selected as the research sites; these are Kaﬂuna1

and Zaria, because of easy accessibility and convenience,

However, in chossgsing these locations, other fundamental
factors were alsoc considered: the two cities were chosen
because they have prisons which are representative of the
typical prison institutions in Nigerig. Theilr structure; size,
capacity and composition provide the suitable and adequate sample

necessary for this study.

Turthermore, by virtuue of the location of the two
prisons and their catclment areas, many convicts spesk Hausa
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language, and the few that do not spesk Hausa, speak English
language. This gives the researcher the advantage of easing
his communication with the convictss Since he can speak both

Hauga and Eoglish languages.

Other ancilliary reasons for the éhoice are: Kaduna
being a state capitfal is metropolitan in population, composition
and outlook, It is an urban, multi~ethnic town with a long
history as the political capital of Northern Nigeria. The existence
of meny federal and state institution like Banks, schools,
ministries, industries etc. lend credence to the metropolitan
nature of its population and generzl outlook. The historical
status of Zaria as an educational centre lend credence to it as
a research site. The security obsessed nature of some of these
institutions attract lots of law enforcement activities, these
can have a considerable influence ov§r the views fommed by the
public and convicts_alikes This provide a population of convicts
whose view of the cfiminal Justice s&stem 1ls reinforced by theixr
familiarity with the system before their arrest; hence putting

them in a better position to critically assess the Justice systems

Finally, Kaduna state being the investigator's statk of
origin; and Zaria being his place of birth and residence
provide a familiar and accesgible environment for data

collection.
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SAMPLING

The totality of the convicted inmates in the two prisons
was the targeb of this study. As stated in the proposal it
was intended that twc hundred convicted inmates would be the
sample size. However, on reaching the prison and going through A
~ their various registers in which details of convicts!
incaceration were recorded, it was discovered that, as at the
time of research, Zaria and XKaduna prisons had a convicted
population of 586 and 979 offenders respectively., Given this
large population] the sample size was increased to 234 and not
200 as earlier intended. This, it is hoped will further reduce
the effect of bias through sampling, and will also give more
chance for generzslization (Babbie, 1973; Nachmias and Naclmias,

1981) .

The number of female immates in the two prisons was small,
the male convicits constitute the majority of the irmmates. While
in Zaria prison there were only 8 female convicts, Kaduna prisén
had 17 convicted female offenders., Thus the two prisons had a
total of 25 female convicts during the. period of the intexview,

The. only option was interviewing 3ll the female convicts,

As for the male conviects, their sample was drawn using the
stratified random sempling technique. "Stratified sampling is
a method for oBtaining a greater degree of representativeness -
decreasing the probable sampling error! (Babbie, 1973, Do L)
It was anticipated that the view of convicts may differ with their

length of sentence; thus, this method was employed as a means of
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assuming proper representation. Using length of sentence as a
stratifying criteria was found necessary for obvious reason.
For instance, it was discovered that convicts were ascémodated
based on their Ilength of sentence. Furthermore, convicts
length of sentence determine their work schedule in the prison,
Infact, the length of sentence of convicts influence most of
their other activities. Thus, length of sentence was chosen
as a sultable criterisg for stratifying convicted criminal offenders.
As Nachmizs and Nachmias (1981) observe; "stratified sampling
is used primerily to ensure that different groups of a
population are sdequately represented in the sample so that
the level of accuracy in estimating paremeters is increased!

(1981: 303).

Given that short term convicis are accomodated differently
from long term convicts the sampling frame obtained from the
prison authority provided the information needed to stratify the
convicts, i.e, length of sentence, Thus, the respondents were
stratified into three strata. The first stratum consisted of
subjects considered to be short term convicts, these are convictis
servigg between 0~ years of imprisomment. The second stratum
contained medium term convicts who were serving between 5-9
vears Jjall term, and the final stratum consisted of convicts
who are considered to be long term convicts, these are convicts
serving more than 9 years of imprisomment. By employing the
simple random sampling teclmique, 209 male sample was drawn from

21l the strata.
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The short term convicts constitute the overvhelming
majority of the whole convicts, thus 147 subject were
selected and interviewed in this category. While the long
term convicts were the second largest category, the medium
term stratum was found to have very few number of convicts,
Thus, L4 and 18 sample was selected from the long and medium
term convicts respectively, The procedure for selection of

frame for
sample f v each stratum includes: first, obtaining the
sampling from each sitragtum from the prison record. Having
obtain the sampling frame use was made of the
table of random digits. This facilitated the selection of the

sample size needed from each gtratum.

VARTABLES

In a study of the criminal Jjustice system as conceilved
in this research, understanding the purport of comvict's
view was based on numerous varigbles, Firstly the socio-
demographic variables of convicts were examined, These
include the‘following: Age, sex, marital status, number of
children, ethnicity, religious affiligtion, edugational attainment,
the occupational status of the convicts and generally the
convicts social class. It is hoped that when these variables
are put together, they will provide the profile of a typical

Nigerian convict.

In order to gain insight into the nature and pattern of
the crimes committed by individusl convict, and to have a

generzl idea about crime in Nigeria, the following variables
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were also examined: offence committed, place and time of
comnitting the offence, court of coanviction,
court

e e of conviction, length of

sentence and convicts' perception of his conviction.

In oxrder to assess the convicts'! view of the cperation
of the criminal justice system, the following variables were
examineds; convicts! view of the operation of the Nigeriz Police
Force, the courts and the prisons. Particularly, their
perception of occupational and educstional facilities, feeding,
medical and recreational facilities, and thelr perception of
social welfare services in the prison were all examined,
Finally, convicts prediction of life outside prison was also
examined, All these variables were examined in order to
ascertain, describe and assess the convicts! view of the

criminal Justice system in Nigeria.

METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

As a prelude to data collection a pilot study was conducted
at the Zaria prison. This was in form of discussion with the
Zaria prison authorities and also to observe the existing
facilities. The result obtained from this exercise helped at

the questionnaire drafting stage,

After the questionnaire was constructed and scrutinized,
it was pretested on a few respondents in Zaria prison. This
was done with the hope of ascertaining fhe vorkability of‘the
questionnaire.,
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However, to be able to fully apply the questionnaire on
both Xaduna and Zaria convicted inmates, the approval of the
Kaduna State Prison Controller was needed., This was to |
legitimize the researcher's visit to the prisons. To obtain the
needed approval, an introductory letter was received from the
department of sociology, A.B.U. Zaria. This letter enabled the
researcher to get s clearznce from the priccun ecntroller, This
clearance made both the convicts and facilities of both
prisong accessible to the researcher, This strategy was
particulerly necessary in obtaining the required permission from

security=-obsegsed institution like the prison.

However, three principal sources of date collection were
employed: Direct interview, direct observation and secondary

sourcese

Given the unique nature of convicts', a single structured
interview schedule was prepared and administered on them,
The interview schedule was directed towards -eliciting
information on convicts! socizl background, the naturé of
crime commitlted, their assessment of the criminal Jjustice

system and their . prediction of life after incarceration.

The interview was held between the months of August and
October, 1989, In conducting the interview, the researcher
was assisted by two research assistants. Before they went to
the field, the assistants were briefed on the research problem

in general and on their expected roles in particular,
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was
In both of the locations, the interview /- conducted

in the office of the Socigl Welfare Officers. Their

assistance to the researcher went up to the extent of allowing
him to use their offices through out thebperiod of the interview.
The time of the interview was normally between the hours of

8,30 a.m. to 1:30 pe.me The average duration of an interview with
each respondent was one hour, The prison officials assigned a
warder who sat outside to see ﬁo the orderliness of the interview.

The interview was however conducted out of the hearing of the

warder. The conviclts were brought in one after the other.

The face-to-~face encounter of the interview setting
provided cpportunity for adequate proving in order to ascertain
the validity of the information collected. Generslly interview
occupies an important pogition in social science research.
Silvey (1961) notes that, experience from social survey has
shown that:

The man in the street (or market, office

or house), is unlikely to have any considered
basis for evaluating a problem with vhich he was
largely unfamiliar (or even familiar) until faced
with an interviewer ...; yelt the ease with which
he gives an opinion on most subjects suggests
that there must be some underpinning or
precursions of an opinion waiting to be tapped
(cited in Omaji, 198L, Do 6lL),

I+t is based on this understanding that interview was
chosen as the major source of collecting the data that can
help to critically understand and reappraise the convicis' view

of the criminal justice system in Nigeria.
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The use of direct observation was unagvoidable in the
course of the field work. This is because it proved useful in
crossvalidating what ever informations obtained in the interviews
As Peil notes, "Much can be learned by observing what people
actually do and how they do it ..., observation involves more
than just looking at what is going on ... observation includes
listening and asking questions, and often participating in
activities of the group to get first hand experience of what

daily life involves" (Peil, 1982, p. 158).

Thus, in the course of interviewing the convicts, the
investigator used the opportunity to directly observe the
happenings in the prisons. But most importantly, the researcher
was permitted by the prison authcerities to undertske observation
of some of the activities of conviects. This enabled the researcher
to corroborate the informgtion gathered through the interview
method. Aspects observed include; admission and discharge
processes, occupational and educational facilities available in
the prison, accommodation,  feeding, medical and recreational
errangements, and every other such fact that the researcher deemed

helpful,

In order to enhance the reliability of the data collected
through interview and direct observation, more information was
obtained through secondaxry sourcess, PFeil (1982) observe that,
there are relatively few researches in the social science that
can be completed without some reference to official sources as

a means of obtaining informatbtion.

bk



Thus, in the present study, useful materials were collected
from prison records of . conviects, official magazines,
Jjournals, newspapers and other published and unpublished work
on the criminal justice system by academics and non-
academics alike, To this end, and in addition to the materials
bought by the researcher, public libraries, prison libraries,
research centres and other related institﬁtions were visited to

obtain the needed secondary data.

TECHNTQUES OF DATA AMATYSTS AHND INTERPRETATION

Given the above means employed to collect the data for
this study, two methods of data analysis and interxpretation were

concurrently employed,

While the enormous data collected through direct observation
and secondary sources were handled manually due to their quantitative
ngture,; the data collected through personal interviews were coded
for computer analysis. The coding involved assigning numeral
values to the responses of all the close ended questions, Tor
the open—ended guestions, some meaningful categories were
discerned to which codes were assigned.. The data was then
transferred into a computer-readable coding sheets. These was
ultimately fed into the computer, and by using the statistical
package for social sciences (SPSS), the computer prgvived the
measurement of associabions and measurements of dispersion between

the variables specified earlier.
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FIRLD EXPERIENCES AND PROBLEMS

A study of this nature is inevitably associated with

numerous experiences and problems worthy of notes

The first problem encountered had to do with obtaining
permi;sion to enter the prisons. The bureaucratic red—tapismv
involved in trying fo secure this permission was particularly
frustrating and time wasting. However, this problem was overcomed

by obtaining permission from the state prison authorities.

Secondly, the choice of two locations created the problem
of having to move trained hired research assistants. The remedy
to this was recruiting and iraining hired assistants in every
research location, Both alternatives had serious implication
for time, money and the quality of the data. Eventually, this
problem was resclved by the researcher's decision to conduct

most of the interviewing by himself.

In the course of the interview, the resesrchers? relafionship
with the convicts changed. Initially, their behaviour was highly
suspicious, so it took almost double the time needed to conducf
a single interview. This problem was solved by briefly
explaining to the convicts the objectives of the study. This
involved having to explain what every section in the interview
schedule was intended to measure. This again has implication

for time.
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The convicts suspicion gradually gave way to their
perceiving the researcher as én official sent to alleviate their
immediate personal problems. This is supposed 1o be one of the
official role of the socizl welfare officer.2 Thus, instead of
angwering the gquestions, some subjects insist on narrating
theilr personal problems with the aim of getting solutions from
the researcher, But by explaining to the convicts the true role

of the researcher, this problem was solved.

Finally is the possibility of receiving a biased view of
the criminal Jjustice system; stemming from the coanvicts!
outrage against it. Some convicts either withheld some
informgtion or exaggerated others. To neutralize this possible
bias, the personal description of convicts was supplemeﬁted with
findings from the limited number of research and criminal
justice accounts. This showed whether the convicts?! view is
remarkably consistent concerning their overall view of the

criminal Justice sgystem and the whole scciety.

It is not likely that these accounts can completely
eliminate this bias, but the fact that the researcher is aware
of its threat put him on the alert., To this end, all the
respéndents were thoroughly probed, This, it is hoped, has helpéd

to reduce the effect of bias from convicts' response,

L7



NOTES

The initial proposal for this study included Funtua
Prison as one of its research location, Hawever, the
limited time ané rescurces available during the field
study, at the disposal of the researcher did not allow
for the extension into Katsina State; it is however

replace with Kaduna Prison.

The social Welfare Officer has among other functions,

connecting convicted immates with the ouilside world,
their

and being in charge of ... general welfare, Thus, the

researcher's being in the social welfare officer's

office created the impression among the convicts that

he was a social welfare officer. This is the. genesis

of this particular problem of migconception.
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COMVICTS! VIEW OF ¥OLICE AND COURT FROCESSES

This chapter considers the socizl and demographic
characteristics of convicts which heip us to appreciate
their social background. It also examined their perception
of the criminal justice processes prior to conviction., This

‘involve the police and the courts processes.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF CONVICTS

Exemining the social characterigtics of convicts is
essential when studying their views and perception. This is
because such understanding will show how particular socio-
economic traits may influence their view of the Jjustice
system, The characteristics of convicts to be examined
include age, sex, educational attaimment, marital status,
employment status, religious affiliafion, ethnicity and

offence committed,

Starting with age, the data shows that 30.8 per cent
of the convicts fall within the 18-23 age bracket vhile 3L.2
per cent fall within the 2~29 category. The remaining 35
percent falls within the Ca{egory of convicts who are 30
years or above., It could be seen from the above that there
is a fairly even distribution of convicts in the three age

categories.

Regarding sex, majority of the convicts (89.3 per cent)
interviewed were males while females constitute the remaining
10.7 per cent. This sex distribution corresponds to the
findings of two earlier studies conducted by Asuni (1968)
and Charles (1988). While Asuni reported that 90 per cent
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of his sample were males and 10 per cent females, Charles
reported that male convicts constitute 82 per cent and females
18 per cent. The finding in this étudy confirms Charles!
conclusion that, "crime whether congidered in terms of
persons arrested, persons convicited or persons in prisons

is a male prerogative" (Charles, 1988, p. Lé&).

Regarding marital status, 50.9 per cent of convicts
interviewed were married prior to incarceration, L6.2 per
cent were single and 2.6 per cent were either divorced or
widowed. This finding corresponds to that of Omeji (198L),
where he reported that, 30 per cent of the convicis he
interviewed were single, 56 per cent were married and 1l per -
cent widowed/divorced. In addition, 51.7 per cent of the
convicts who are married or divorced/widowed had ﬁetween 0-3
children, 31.6 per cent had between L~6 children and 16.6 per

cent had above 6 children.

With regard to convicts ethnic background, majority
(42.3 per cent) were Hausa/Fulani; 12.8 per cent were Yoruba,
10.3 per cent were Igbo and 3L.6 per cent were from other
ethnic groups. However, the findings herein should not be
misunderstood to mean that Hausa/Fulani constitute the
majority of criminals in Nigeria. The most plausible
explanation for this finding is that is both of the research
locations for this study, the dominant ethnic group is the
Hausa/Fulanio.
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The employment status of convicts prior to conviciion
shows that 19.6 per cent were either unemployed.
95 : ”“‘i“'“ per cent were self-employed as drivers,
traders, motor mechanics, carpenters and so ony and 15.L
per cent were civil servants. It is clear from this report
that convicts in Nigeria are predominantly the unemployed
and the self employed. It is suspected that, the predominance
of the unemployed gmong convicts is fundamentally due to the

interest~ridden character of the criminal justice operationse.

In tgrms of the educationsgl attainment. of convicts, it
was discovered that 12.8 per cent of convicts had no formal
schooling at all; 38.5 per cent had either primary or koranic
schoaoling and 39 per cent had grade II/secondary schooling,
The remaining 9 per cent had up %o Polytechnic/University
education., The finding here indicate that, majority of the
convicets had barely primery school educgtion. The interest
in educational attainment is based on the assumption thatb,
education is likely to reward its possessor with employment,
prestige and other desirable socio—economic attributes,

Given the present Nigerian socilety, an ordinary certificate
holder is not likely to enjoy the benefits accruing .from formal

education,

This research atbtempt to examine whether educational
attaimment affects employment opportunities. Thus, convicts
educational attainment before incarceration was cross—
tabulated with their employment status prior to conviction,

The detalls of findings are presented in table 341,
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Table 3.1

THE RELATIONSHIF BETWEEN CONVICTS EDUCATIONAT, ATTATNMENT  AND
THEIR EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Enployment Status

Unempleoyed| Self Civil Others hotal
employed | Servant

No % Yo % No % No % |No
No schooling 1, L6.7 | 12 Lo 0 0.00 | 4 13.3 |30
Primary/
Koranic 300 33.3 | 47 52.21 2 2.2 {11 12.2 |90
Grade II/
Secondary 5 L8.4 Y21 22,6 20 21,5 7 7.5 [93
Polytechnic/ .
University 3 14.3 2 9.5 14 66.7 | 2 9.5 {21
Total 92 82 36 2l 234
X2 = 84.90 df =9 Crammeri value = .60,

In table 3.1, convicts' educational attainment was cross—
tabulated with their employment status before conviction. It
was discovered that convicts with hither educational attainment
were employed prior to incarceration while those with low educational
gualification were either unemployed or self-employeds. For
instance while L6.7 per cent of convicts with no formal schooling
were unemployed, 66.7 per cent of those with polytewhnic/
university education were civil servants. The strength of this
association is given by the value of chi-square which is 8;.90;
which was found to be statisticelly significant at 0.5 level of
significance., Furthermore, the 0360 Crammer's value suggests
that the association between convicts education and their
employment status is fairly strong.
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Thus, 1t is discernible from the data that, higher
educational attainment rewards its possessor with employment,

It also support the assertion that an ordinary level certificate

iy

holder in Nigeria does not eonjoy the benefits wnicn accrue from

oy o] s S
fomual education.

Regarding the type of offence, 17.5 per cent of the
sample were convicted for person offences. These include offences
ranging from simple assult (verbal or physical) to fighting,
causing grevious bodily harm, rape, manslaughter, attempted
murder and murder etc. Immates convicted for property offences
constituted the majority (71.l4 per cent) of the respondents,
This category includes crimes ranging from picks pocketting,
theft, burglary and other kind of pilfering, robbery, receiving
or possessing stolen property, forgery, bribery (giving or
receiving), to criminal breach of trust and so on. Finally,
11e1 pervcent were convicted for other offences like public -
unrest; traffic offences, and 'victimless" offences like drug

offences, gambling; homosexuallty eica

The findings of this study with respect to’the type of
offences committed, corroborate with those of earlier studiese.
Dewu's (1981) study of Kaduna prison. reveal that S7 per cent
of convicts were incarcerated for property offences. Similarly,
Charles (1988) showed that in Yola prison, 30 per cent and 68
per cent of convicts were incercerated for person and property

offences respectively,
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The preponderance of property and property-related
offences over person and "other" offences can best be
understood within the context of the capitalist socio-
economic formation and dynemics. As Ahire (1981) asserts thus:

The property-protective nature of most of our
laws, the preponderance of property offences

. over person and "Other" offences as well as
the over~representation of the under
priviledged in our prisons are no accidents,
These point to a situation in which the Yhave
struggle to retain their properties; while the
"hgve nots" struggle to survive (ihire, 1981,
p. 70).

In addition to the type of offence; the time and place
of committing the offence were also considered. It was
discovered that 65.8 per cent of the convicts committed their
various offences in residential areas. While 16.2 per cent
committed their crimes in offices; 17.9 per cent committed
theirs in other places like markets, streets, motor parks,
petrol station premises and so on. Yith respect to the time
of committing the offences, 20.1 per cent of the convicts
committed their offences between the hours of 10 pm = L4 am; L5.7

per cent said. it was between the hours of 5 am — 1pm and 3L.2

per cent said it was between 2 pm and 9 pm.

This pattern indicates that, most of the crimes were
committed in the morning and early afternoon hours. That is
when most people are out to their various offices, leaving
only the unemployed and the marginally Qmployed in the
residential areas. This accounts for the nigh incidence of

crime among the unemployed - in the residential areas.

5L



With respect to length of sentence, most of the
convicts (73.5 per cent) were serving sentences of between
0-L years, and 8.1 per cent were serving between 5-9 yearse
Finally, 18.L per cent were serving sentences of gbove nine
years. The data presented suggest that, most of the convicts
are short term prisoners. A convict expressdd his view thus;
"Thig period is clearly insufficient to reform any of fender,

infact this experience only tarnishes convicts reputation',

Finally, the respondents were asked whether they felt
that their sentence was justifiable. It was found that 68,4
per cent of convicis felt that their conviction was not justified.
While 2lL.l per cent felt that their sentence, both in terms of
length and type of disposition, was Justified, the remaining

7.3 per cent could not express an opinion either way.

It is of interest here to note that, 30.3 per cent of
those who said that their conviction was unjustified claimed
that they did not commit the offence they were convicted for,
while 53.9 per cent of this category claimed that the judge was
harsh to them, These respondents were of the view that; the
sentence should have been eithef.a fine or a lesser term of
imprigomment, Some convicts confided in the researcher that,
they know other people arraigned for the same offence with them
who were given a lesser term of imprisonment or even freed,

Thus they felt that their own sentence was not justified.
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Given the criminogenic nature of the Nigerian socio-
economic order, end the interest-ridden character of the criminal
Justice operations; it is no wonder that the convicis depicted
in this study have the socio-economic characteristics described
above, From all the information gathered, one notes that the
socio—-gconomic distribution of convicted offenders tilts heavily
towvards the poor and economically maginalized class in the

society.

In terms of a pr@file, the typical convicted offender in
this study is a semi~literate mele, in the prime of his youth,
warried - - yith few living children. He is most likely
convicted for commitiing a property or property-related crime,
serving a prison term of up to I years. The typical convict
upholds the view that his conviction is not Justified.
Occupationally, he is either unemployed or apprentice in the
lowest occupations., From this description of a typical convict,
one can see that he is precisely a member of the lower socio-

economic class in the present Nigerian society.

The effort made so far in this section is geared - toward
enhancing a more critical understanding of the convicts social
and demographic characteristics. This, it is hoped, will provide
the context for analysing and assessing the convicts' view of

the operational units of the criminal justice system in Nigeriae
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CONVICTS! VIEM OF THE OPERATION OF THE NIGERIA POLICE FORCE

The aralysis and assessment of convictg' view of the
operation of the Nigeria Police Force is the focus of this
section. The convicts'! view will be assessed in terms of several
indicators of Police role fulfilment, The first to be assessed
is the role of the police as initiators of criminal processes
through arrest and the conduct of preliminary investigation,
Secondly is the’length of time spent in police custody and the
process of prosecuting the suspest. TFinally the view of convicis

on general police performance will be considered.

The police occupiles the most conspicuous position among
the operational units of the criminal justice system in
Nigeriae, They are the dominant and most visible agency
charged with crime control, One of such roles which makes the

police the most visible is their power of arrest;

The aunthority of the police officer to make arrest is £
embedded in the common law of England, which was transferred
to Nigeria during colonialism. The law defines arrest as "the
taking of another into custody for the actual or purported aim
of bringing him before a court or official, or otherwise securing
the administration of the law" (Cited in Robert and Williams,
1977, pe 172)s Furthermore, the law provides that, the arrestee

or she
needs to be promptly told why he/ is being arrested.

Thus, in order to assess police role of arrest, convicts

were asked their sources of referal. The data shows that 69.2
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per cent of the subjectis were arrested by the police. This
indicate that the police in Wigeria are the primary agents

of referral to the crimingl Justice system. Fur‘thermorés

2Li.8 per cent claimed to have been arrested by private security
persomel, The activities of private security agencies can
also be seen ag supplementing the police in enforcing the law.
This also shows the growiﬁg involvement of private security

agents in crime control,

Among those who reported that they were arrested by the
pelice, 53.2 per cent said that while being arrested, they were
not promptly told their offence in a "language" they understood,
This finding is not unexpected given the fact that most of the
convicts are the uneducated poor people, who could not insist
on their rights. In the course of the interview, one of the
subjects told the researcher his encounter with the police when
being arrested:

BThe police called at my house where I stay

with my family., Before I could agk them the
purpose of thelr visit, they started beating

me:s soe. and before I know what was happening,

I was bundled into a parked land rover, From
there, I was taken straight to the police station
and then here',

In every criminal case pursued by the police, they are
expected to undertake a preliminary investigation. "Criminal
investifation is police activity directed toward the
identification and apprehension of alleged criminals and the
accumlation, preservation and presentation of evidence regarding
their alleged crimes" (Robert and Williams, 1977, D 110)o TFrom

the above, it is discernible that, the police are the most frequent

initiators of the criminal justice process. The police officer
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being the first person expected 1o arrive at any crime scene
must care for the injured, protect the crime scene and_all»
evidence available; apprehend. the suspect if he is within tﬁe
immediate vicinity and also get in touch with 211 the

~

accessories before or after the fact.

It is for this reason that the law allows for an accused
to be detained for a specific period (normally between 24 to L8
hours) . However, the finding of this study shows that, while
58.1 per cent of the convicts claimed that they were detained
for between 1~6 days; 29.9 per cent said they were detained for
over 1 week, Only 15 per cent said that they were not detained

at all,

These findings are not unexpected because from wonvicts!

. dearth s -
report, one can appreciate the dwszl of facilities in the police
station. Convichts. reported that, the police cells are small
and over~crowded and that inmates have to sleep on the bare

floor. Within the cell is a bucket toilet which serves all

the detainees.

Respondents also complained of the food served to them
in police custody. To be precise, they said both the quantity
and quality of the fcod served is defective in every sense of
the words, Finally, complaints were received on the menace of
lice and mosguitoes in the police cells., All these negative
experiences have a direct implication for the convicts! view

of the criminal justice system in Nigeria.
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Upon the completion of police investigation, the arrestee
is required either to be released or arraigned before_a courd
for prosecution. The prosecution is done according to the
' charges' (i.e., the offence he is going to be prosecuted for)
framed against the susvect as recognized by law. This i1s because,
according to section 22 (10) of the constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria: "No person shall be convicted of a
crimingl offence unless that offence is defined and the
penelty therefore is prescribed in a written law e..' (cited

in Adeyemi, 1972, p. 18).

In eSsence, defective charges create offences not
recognized by law. Adeyemi observes that, sometimes, the court
is presented with charges which do not represent the complaint
or all the facté availsgble to the police. "This has led the
court to discharge many persons who, though they may have committed
an offence, escape justice ceo” (Adeyeﬁi, 1972 pe 19). This
problem is likely to create a negative view in the minds of
accused persons which will affect their subsequent contact with

the rest of the criminal Jjustice systeme.

However, in order to assess the convicts! view of their
prosecution, respondents were asked whether the statement they
made at the police station was the one presented by the
prosecutor in court. In all, majority of convicts (55,1 per
cent) said that the prosecutor did not present their cases in

accordance to the statement they mader in the police station.
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Infact some convicts accused the police of deliberately’
refusing to bring the copy of the statement they made, to the

court. Furthermore, some convicts (41.2 per cent) whose

statement were brought to the court said'that they gave .the

reported thatlthe police enjoy a very low public confidence in
respect of their general performance. He reported that L7.8
per cent of ?ublic respondents. have low confidence in police
performance and 55,6 per.cent said that they had no respect

whatsocever for the police.

Given the generally low level of confidence and respect
that the public have in the police, it is not surprising that
the reaction of convicis to the police was generally negativee‘
When convicts where asked wnether they were satisfied with the
manner the police handled their cases, majority of them (68.3
per cent) expressed their dissatisfaction. Omaji also reported
that 68 per cent of the convicted offenders he interviewed
expressed dis-satisfaction with the way the police haﬁdled their
casess

L

Attempt was made to find out whether the convicts' view
of the police was influenced by their employment status,
Table 3.2 presents the findings.
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Table 3.2

THE RELATIONSHTP BETWEEN OCCUPATION OF CONVICTS AND THEIR
VIEW OF POLICE GENERAL, PERFORMANCE

RESPONSE

Satisfied Not Satisfied Total

No % . To % ) No
Unemployed 38 L41.3 N 58,7 92
Self~employed 21 25,6 61 Thelt 82
Civil servant 13 36.1 23 63.9 36
Others , 5 20,8 19 79.2 2l
To tal 7 157 23l

X% = 30.97 (af = 6)  Cremmer's value .36

In Table 3.2 where the occupational stabtus of convicts
prior to incarceration was cross tabulated with thelr view
of police performance; the data suggest that majority of the
convicts in all the occupational categories express
dissatisfaction with general.poliée performance, This suggest
that the relationship between occupation of convicts and theixr

view of general police performance is weak., This is mhowm by

the value of the Chi-square (30.97) which is not significant

at .05 level. The Crammer's value (.36) also indicate the
relationship between the variables. However, this finding is
in line with earlier studies (Omaji, 198k; Akintara, 1990).
Their‘aCCount shows that the general public express
dissatisfaction with police general performance. Furthermore,
the relationship between length of sentence and convicts' view
of general police performance was sought. Table 3.3 presents

details of the findings.
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Table 3,3

AELATTONSHIP BETWEEN LuNGTH OF SENTENCE AND COMVICTS VIEW OF
CGENERAL POLICE PERFORMANCE '

RESFONSE
Lenght of Satisfied | . Not Satisfied - Total
Sentence No % o % N
0-~l; years 63  (36.6) 109 (63.3) 172
5~9 years 9 (L7.7) 10 (52.6) 19
9 years 2 (b7) L1 (95.3) L3
Total N n 160 23L

Chi~square = 22,1, {df) = 23 Crammer's V = 21

Table 3.3 present the relationship between length of
sentence and convicts' view of general police'performance. The
data shows that majority of convicts serving different prison‘
sentence were digsghisfied with police general performances
It can hovever be observed that 95.3 per ceﬁt of convicts with
over 9 years of prison sentence were dissatisfied with police
general performance. The sirength of the association between
these two variables is shown by 0.21 Crammer's V. furthermore,
the value of the chi-square (22.1) is found to be satistically

significant at .05 level.

The likely explenation for this finding is that, convicts
with over 9 years jail texrm must have been cruelly dealt with
because of the gravity of their offences. Perhaps the negative
experiences of long term convicts with the police have reinforced
their negative views
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In sum, the findings here suggest that convicist
dissatisfaction with general police performance can be
explainea from two related perspectives. First, due to
police colonial origin, their training and orientétidnlwas
basically paramilitary aimed at surpressing colonial
resistaﬁce fither from chiefs or natives. At independence,
the police continued o be used as means of social control,
Due to their daily violent engagements, it is no wonder that
convicts percieve the police as brutal and cruel., Secondly,
convicts! pérception of the police as currupt can find
explanation in the philosophy guiding the socio~economic
structure of Nigeria., This system, which was a coloﬁial
imposi.’cion gives every citizen the right to accumulate material
wealth, Thus, in their strife fo acquire wealthj; the police
becomes susceptible to corruption. Given their conspicuous
fole in the ériminal justice process, convicts perceive them
as corrupt. Tor these reasons, convicts were found to be

dissatisfied with general police perfommance,

CONVICTS' VIEW OF THE COURTS QOF LAW

The judiciary is among the tripartite arms of govermmental
power within the society. The main function of the courts is
the determination of innocence or guilt, and the allocation of
reward or punishment according to the rules. The issues
addressed in this assessment include the following: whether

convicts were releagsed on abil, convicts use of legal counsel
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and whether convicts were allowed to call witnesses to

testTify in their defence. Other issues include, convicts?®

view of the commensurability of their sentence to thelr offence,
convicts' view of how the court treated their cases and their

feelings on the day they were convicted,

Beforg trying a suspect, the court . - usually conduct
a preliminary exemination, This is firstly, to enable it
decide whether the accused caﬁ be released on ~ bail, and
secondly, to enable it congider the issue of legal counsel

and witnessese.

Regarding the issue of defence counsel, the findings of
ﬂﬁssm%r@mvﬂmmxmﬂeOMy1&hparwntﬁ“me
regspondents employed a defence lawyer; the overwhelming majority
(82,5 per cent) claimed that they did not employ the services
of a lawyer. Vhen asked why they did not employ the servi;e
of a lawyer, varylng responses were obbained. Most respondents
repqrted that they didzggiloy a legal counsel because they could
not afford the financial costs This is not unexpected given
the fact that a typical convict is a2 mewber of the under-
privileged class who can afford only the vare necessities of

life.

However, convicts were asked why they did not seek leg
aid, While some convicts claim ignorance of the existence of
alleged
legal aid; others - ' .# that they were outrightly denied the
opportunity to employ either a private legal counsel or 1o seek
legal aid., Finally, some convicts claimed not to have been

allowed baile, The remaining 1.3 per cent had no response either

waye
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In order to find out whether the granting of bail is
related to some social characteristics of convicts; this varisble
was cross tabulated with type of offence (Table 3.L) and
educational attainment of convicts prior to incarceration
(Table 305);

Table 3.4

THE RELATIOWNSHIP B FTWEEN CONVICTS OFFENCE-TYPE AND COURTSS
' GRANTIWG OF BATL

Bail Granted

Yes No - Total
No 5 Ho % N
Property 31 18.6 | 136 81.L 167
Person 6 14.6 35 85.L | L1
Others ' 13 50,0 13 50.0 26
Total 50 18L 230
%2 = 2341 '(df = 2) Cremmer's value = .32

Table 3.l present the relationship between convicis
court's
offence btype and =+ . granting of bail., The findings show
that, the overwhelming majority of convicts in both property
and person offence category were denied bail. This finding
suggests a relatively weak relationship between Type of offence

and granting of bail., This is also shown by the value of the

Chi-square (23.441), which is not significant at .05 level.

This study also attempted to find out whether courté
granting of bail is associated with the educational attainment

of convicts. Table 3.5 present details of the findings.
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Table 3.5

RELATTONSHIP BETWEEN COURTS GRANTING OF BAIL AND TBDUCATIONAL
- ATTATIMEHT OF CONVICTS

BATL GRANTED

Educational Y es No " Total
Attaimment Mo % Mo % N
Non formal 6 20 2l 80 30
Primary/ .

Koranic 17 18.9 73 81,1 90
Grade II/

Secondaxry 29 31.2 6l 68.8 93
- Polytechnic/ ,

University 5 23,8 16 76,2 21
Total 57 177 23

X2.= 17.95, (df = 3); Crammer!s value = .28

The findingé in Teble 3.5 show that majority of
convicts in all the educational categories were denied bails,
This suggest the type of relationship between granting of
bail by court and convicts! educationel attairment. nis
is further shown by the value of the chi-square (17.95) which
is not significant ab .05 level, Further, a cremmer's V of

.28 also suggest a weak relationshipe.
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This study went further to assess the length of time
taken in the trial processs 4The data.shows that, 37.6 per
cent were tried for between 1-6 days, 23.9 per cent for
between 1=l weeks and finally, 38.5 per cent said their

* trial lasted over four weeks,

When asked, what in their view was the reason for the
lengthy trials, some convicts said that the delay is caused by
the work load of courts, while a few others féel that the delay
was caused by the low educational standard of judges especially
.at the area and magistrate courts. Many others feel that the
delay is related to the inability of the accused or his
relations/friends to hasten the Jjudgements; as one convict said =
"by taking the proper steps - that is bribing the law enforcement
officials."

A convict divulged his experience with the court, after
three months of remand, as follows: After the judge adjorned
the cagse again, the convict threatened thus: "I am not going
anywhere, if.I leave this court, I must know ny sentencel,

This instance shows how negative encounters with the courts

generated negative views among convicts,

The opinion of convicts was probed further by asking them
whether they felt that the sentence ﬁassed on them was commensurate
with their offences, While 21.4 per cent of convicts feel that
their sentence is commensurate with their offence; the overwhelming
majority (68.8 per cent) of convicts claim that their sentence

is not commensurate with their offence. When asked why, 60.2
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per cent of those with negative responses said that the judge
was harsh to them as evidenced in the déliberate refusal of
bail,. delay in trial and sentencing; and unduely long prison

sentence without an option of fine.

The study futher tested the existence of any
relationship between convicts' occupation prior to incarceration
and their view of the commensurability of sentence to their

offence, The findings are presented in Table 3,6,

Table 3.6

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OCCUPATION CF CONVICTS AND THEIR VIEW
OF THE COMMENSURABILITY OF SENTENCE. TC OFFENCE

_ RESPONSE

Commensurate Not commensurate Total

o % Ho % N
Unemployed 29 315 63 68,5 92
Self-employed 25 30.5 57 69.5 82
Civil servant 8 2252 28 77.8 36
0 thers 11 L5.8 13 5L.2 2L
Total T3 161 234

X2>= 19.72, af = 3, Crammer's value

i

« 29

The findings in Table 3.6 show that all categories of
convicted offenders felt that their . - »_ sentence was not
commensurate with their offence. For instance, 68.5 per cent
of the unemployed, 69.5 per cent of the self-employed and 77.8
per cent of the civil servant categories all felt that their
sentence is not commensurate to their offences. This shows
the relationship between occupation of convicts and their view
of commensurability of sentence to offence., This is further

shown by the value of the chi~square (19.72) which is not
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significant at .05 level. =

Convicts® general-feélings-on the day of their convictioﬁ
provides enother avenue of assessing their view of couft
operation., This was méasured by asking>the convicts to describe
their general feelings on the day of their conviction. While
majority of convicts (67.1 per cent) said that they felt cheated;

. 19.2 per cent said they blamed themselves.

It was no surprise, therefore that, when convicts were
asked their géneral view of hdw court handled their cases, 69.2
per cent said they were dissatisfied. This finding corresponds
to Cmaji}s (198L) observation that 70 per cent of cqnvictgléxpressed
diésatisfacﬁion with the manner in which courts handled theirr
cases; These findings suggest that, conﬁicts generally hold

a negative view of the courts processess

Summayy .

The information contained in this chapter touches on two
basic aspects; first, a typical profile of a convicted offender
in Nigeria prison is provided. Secondly, the convicts! view.

of the police and judicial processes were reviewed.

The data suggest that, the typical Nigerian convict is
a semi=~literate male, in the prime of his youth end nominally
married, He is most likely convicted for committing a property
or property related crime, serving a prison term of up to L
yearé. H e 1s either unemployed, - - or "deily-paid!
in the lowest occupations; From the above, it can be seen that,
a typical conviét is a member of the lower socio-economic class,
who generally uphold the view that his conviction is not Justified,

270



Futhermore, this study reveal that\convicts generally
hold negative view of the criminal justice process. Iost
convicts view police method of arrest as crude, brutal and
dehuménizingw Convicts reported that they were detained by the
police for lengthy period before being prosecuted, and described
police cells as inadequate for detaining suspects and the food

provided as awful and inedible,

_With regard to prosecution, convicts accusse the police—
prosecutors of obtaining confegsional statement under duress
or the threat of force; framing up of false charges and
generally falsifying evidence. The majbrity of convicts reported
that the prosecutor did not present their cases in accordance
with the statement they made in the stathon. This indicates
- that convicts had generally negative experiences with both the

police gnd the proseculorss

Regarding their trial, most convicts reported that they
neither employed the service of a legal counsel; nor did they
'call a Qitness in their own defence. Their reasons varied from
ignorance, lack of money, to convicts' awareness that they stand
in a disadvantaged socio-sconomic position in relation to the
law courts. Most of them said they were willing to call witnesses
but were bluntly deniled the opportunity Ey the prosecutors and
judges. Furthermore, most convicts reported that they were not
released on bail during trial. When they were asked the

<+

commensurability of their crime to the sentence, majority said
it was not commensurate, This could account for the negetive

feelings held by convicts on the day of their conviction.
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: The length of time taken in the trial process was also
considered.s It was discovered that most trisls lasted for over
Ly weekso G iven all these negative experiences of convicts
within the judiciary, it was no surprise that most of them
expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in which the courts
handled their cases. The negetive view held by convicts regarding
the police and courts is bound to.influence their view of the

prison and even of life after discharge.
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CHAPTER FOUR

COWVICTS' VIEW OF THE PRISON IHSTITUTION

The.critical understgsnding of the criminal Justice
system in Nigeria is the ultimate end of this study. Prior
to this stage, effort has been made to assess the role of
the police and courfs froﬁ the_convicts' view point. This, it
was hoped will provide the background and the contexf for
éxﬁmining their view of the prison institution in particular

and the criminagl Justice system in general.

Consequently, the concern here is with the convicts'
view of the prison institution in }Iibgeriao This will
invelve a critique of convicts' assessment of facilities in
the prison. This will be followed by the assessment of
’ convicts'view of the prison social 'setting and general
practice. The aiﬁ is to reappraise the current state of the
prison. The convicts! view of prison officials attitude

towards them and its implication for institutional goals and
objectives will then be touched., Finally, convicts?

prediction of post-release life chances will also be considered,

CONVICTS! ASSESSMENT OF PRISON FACILITIES

The aim of this section is to appraise the convicts!
view of facilities in the Nigeria prisons. Two aspect are
considered relevant for this purpose. The first is the
availability of facilities in the prison; and the second is
the accessibility of these facilities to the convicts, The

vfacilities to be assessed will include feeding, accommodation,
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medical, welfare, recreational and training facilities.

The HWigeris Prison Service which operates under the
prison Act.number 9 of 1972 has the following objectives:
1)_ to keep safe custody of persons who are legally interned;
2) to identify the causes. of their anti-social behaviouw,
treat and reform. them to Decome disciplined and law-
abiding citizens of a free societbys
3) to train them toward their eventual rehabilitation on
di scharge; and
li) to generate funds for the government through prison”

farms and industries, (cited in Chikezie, 1987, Do 5)s

In order to realize these objectives, the prison
service has elaborate prograhmes for convicted offenders,
Both Zaria and Kadune prisons, being typical prison
ingtitution in Nigeria, accomodate convicts in dometories.
It can be said, without fear or exaggeration that, the worst
prqblem facing Nigeria prison is overcrowding. Official
sources reveal that, about 58,000 prisoners in the country
are being housed in prisons meant for 28,000 inmates, This

represents 30,000 or 51.7 per cent more than capacity1s

The Kaduna prison was built for 500 inmates, but as at
the time of the field study, it was housing 979 immates.
The Zaria prison with a oépacity of 200 immates, housed 586
irmates at the time of study. It was discovered in Kaduna

prison that one room of 20 x 30 feet contained 126 convicts.
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The overcrowding does not affect all convicts equally,
Most political prisbners, visibly affluent convicits and
female convicté are not housed with other convicts. Their
cells are more spacious and better furnished (i.e. with six-
spring bed and a mattress)o Such convicts enjoy some measure
of privacy and hygiénee The plaunsible reason why feﬁale
convicts fall into this categﬁry is due to their population
~in the prison, Females form a very insignificant percentage
‘ (10.7 percent) of the prison population. Thus, they are

bound to enjoy the accommodation facilities reserved for femazles.

But for the ordinary convict, the congestion has reached
a stage where convicts sleep in "shifts!; some even squat all
nighﬁg One convict recouﬁted‘fhat "Tne gleeping arrangsment
is terrible., There ig Jjust no sﬁace 10 stretch your legs
except you are ready to exchange blows with other convictse
This makes the whole place stuffy". Tﬁe unhygienic condition
coupled with the indoor | .- ¢* bucket toilet system account

for the unbearable gtench in the cells.

‘Futhermore, coﬁvidts repérted that their cells are
infested with bed bugs, lice, mOSquitoés and other infectious
insectss In addition to the verbal complain received from
convicts, smashed lice, bed bugs and other insects can be
sighted all over the walls of the cells. These unhealthy
living conditions account for the prevalence of numerous skin
diseases like scabbies, eczyma, rashes, sores and so on among
thebconvicts, Meny convicts can be séen scratching bleeding

sores on their skin during the interview.
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At the centre of the health problem is the shortage of

medical facilities and medical personnel. At the time of

this study, Zaria and Kaduna>prisons had a.shortage of ’
qualified medical staff. While Zaria prison had only a nurse,
Kaduna prison had a nurse and a visiting doctor. These are
expected to cater for the medical needs of 586 and 979 convicts
respectively° From observations and discussions with convicds,
‘it is discovered that the prison clinics were affected by acute
shortage of drugs and other basic.medical facilities., To worsen
the situation, sick convicts who need to be taken to outside
hospitals have to either trek or pay their transport fare and
that of the accompanying warder, Given fhg non~functional
state of  the prison earning scheme, most convicts cannot afford
the financial cost of going to hospital outside the prison.

It is therefore no surprise that prison mortality continues

to rise in virtually all.Nigerian,.prisqns° Accoxrding to a
_recent official pronouncement, an estimated 1,500 convicts

and detainees died of various.  ailments between 1985 and

1987°.

-From general observation and»discussién with the convicts,
it is discovered that clothings are not adequately provided to
convicts. When asked whether they were given any clothing, the
overwhelming majority (81.2 per cent) of cgnvicts reported
that they were never provided with any king of clothing by the
prison authority. While the majority used their personal

clothing, the few convicts with uniforms.(most of whom were
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iong term convicts) claimed to have bought it from discharged
‘convictss The response of the subjects were later car¥ehoxated
by the investigator's direct observation. The inﬁestiéator,

on going rohnd, observed that most of the convicts he did not
interview were barely naked. This is predominant among the

short term convicts.

The feeding of convicts is'another issue that requires
close attention and assessment, The accounts of both ex—
detainees and discharged convicts provide useful clues to the
type of food served in prison. Tunde Thompson,‘a one time
detained Jjournalist syas that, the quaiity”of food served is
so bad that to talk about quality would be to do extreme violence
to laﬁguage, Ngeribe, alsc an ex—detaineg assert that, "you
wouldn't give that food to your d0& o.. what they did was mix
a little paste of what passed for gari and give you some bitter

liquid which is supposed to be soup”.3

It is therefore not surprising that 76 per ceant of
convicts interviewed rate the quantity of food served to them
as unsatisfactory and 61.5 per cent rate the quality as
unsatisfactory. These findings correspond to the dissatisfaction

rate reported by Charles (1988).

Wﬁgn.convicts were asked what in essence is wrong with
the food provided, majority note that the food is ill-prepared,
‘the menu monotonous, the quantity insufficient, and the entire
food tasteless. Some convicts allege thaf, the prison
authority conspires with the food contractors to supply sub-
standard food stuffs to them., Furthermore, it is observed that,
the two prisons had no dining hall, as such food 1s served 1o
convicts in their cells. Convicts also complaihed of lack of
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eating utensils like spoons and forks., The cooking is done by
male convicts for both sexes. While the general kitchen
enviromment of Kaduna prison looked visibly clean, that of

Zaria was untidy snd infested with flies,

Prison work is ./ one of the aspects assessed by fhis
section. According to convicts, the work assigned to them
vaxry according to certain criferia. For instance, long term
~convicts who sexrved up to half of their senténce are
assigned gang work outside the prisom. Such work include the
cleaning of official residential houses, office building,
working on farm lands and so on. It can be observed here that
thig work pdttern is inherited{from colonial prison system.
The short-term prisoners are assigned general duties inside the
prison. These include sweeping, emptying faeces, weeding,
cooking. end so on. Convicts with some form of technical or
vocational know how are assigned work in the workshop relevant

‘to their area of : specialization.

H owever, when the convicis were further probed on theix
work schedule, L.l per cent claim that no work has ever
been assigned to them since their incarceration. While 3L4.6
per cent said they were assigned manual work in and outside
the prison;.21 per cent are assign other kinds of work }ike-
teaching, running errands within the prison, general cleaning
and hand qraft in the workshops. Although when convicts were
asked the accessibility of the workshops o them, 72.6 per cent
claimed that the prison.wérkshops are not accessible to them
at all. This finding is not unexpected glven the general
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dearth of facilities in the workshops; only a few convicts.are
exposed to a few and often nohrfunctioning facilities in the
'workéhops, All these put together are bound to have a negative

impact on the convicts! view of prison work.

- In terms of educational facilities, both prisons are
found to be greatly handiga.ppedo In Zaria prison for
instance, only religious teaching takes.place;" Religious
teachers visit the prison to teach and preach to their
followers. But in the case of Kaduna prisomn,. in addition to
‘the religious teachings, educaltional classes are.organized
for interested convicteds to atténd, Only 38 per cent éf the
convicts_claﬁned to be atfending %hese clagsses. It was-also
discovéred that the teaching is done by convicts who are not
professional teachers prior to their incarceration. The paucity
of teaching facilities and qualified teachers in prison schools
suggest that prisons are not in any position to effect offeﬁder

training, correction and refomation,

Recreational activities and facilities.in prisons are
also limited and poorx in'quality. The recreational activities
that cénvicts engage in depend on whether they are indoors or .
outside their cells., When in their cells, convicts engage in
gemes like draft, ludo, cards and 'dara' ( a game played like
checkers)e H owever, due to the shortage of these facilities,

convicts have to take tuxrns.

When convicts are let out of their cells for games normelly
at Lpm, they engage in gemes like football -and athleticse

However, while the convicts of Kaduna prison complained that
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there is only one football for the whole of the convicted
offenders; the coﬁvicts of Zarie prison complained that their
only football had gone out of use for the past ) montﬁso It
is very likely that,; this situation will influence convicts'

view of the criminal justice systenm.

The Zaria and Kaduna prisons had at the timer’f this study,
one and three social welfare officers respectivély. The duties
of the welfare officer include among other things; arranging
prison visits and handling convicts! mails. Thevwelfaré officer
is also expected to advice convicté on how to make- use of the
available -facilities in the prison for their social, educational

and vocatbional training.

In order to assess the extent to which convicts bene?it
from the social welfare services, they were asked whethgr
they ever received a visitor. Most convicts (56.L-per cent)
said that. they never reéeived any visitor since their
incarceration, only 15.8 per cent said.they do get occasional

visitse.

In respect of letter writing, convicts .. accused the
welfare officers of dodging their responsibilities by always
complaining of lack of writing materials. Most of those
inverviewed said that they had never.written nor received
aﬁy letter since their incarceration. Thig indicate that
most convicts lose touch with their family and other. social
ties. By implication, the role of social welfare officers as
aides to. convicts in writing.and processing of appeals is
handicappeéd. All these suggest that socizl welfare facilities

are also inadequate in the locations of this study.
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It is clear from the gbove presentation of convicis!?
view, that the facilities provided to them are inadequate for
achieving the correctional and refommative objectives of

the crimingl Jjustice system.

CONVICTS' VIEWS OF THE PRISON

| The prison Institution is expecteé $o contain, correct
and réform convicted offenders. In pursuit of these objectives,
conviéts are exposed to legitimate trades apd the hebit of steady
‘work. Thus, in assessing the convicts' views of the prison, .
the following issues will be considered{ convicts' view of what
the-penal objectives are; convicts'! view of prison life in genexral
and finally, convicis' prediction of their post-release life

chances will also be considered.

Coﬁvicts wefe first asked what, in their view, are the
main ijectives of the penal system in Nigeria? It was
discovered that, up to L40.6 per cent of the conviects were of
the view that the prison is an instrument of oppression. One
of the.convicts express his opinion thus: "I feel the mein
objectives of the prison in Nigeria is to punish the poor
people, A4s you can see, majority of the people inside here are
pbor?. It is however found that, only 22.6 per cent of the
convicts hold the view that reformation and correction are the

objectives of the prison.

These findings indicate that, there i1s a divergence of
opinion between the prison officials and the convicis as to the

. objectives of the prison. While the prison officials claim to
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be pursuing the corrective and reformative objectives, the
convicts see things differently, A-statemenﬁ from one
convict express their view of the class chemacter of the
prison: "Once a person is incarcerated, nothing is made that
will help him in any way; the aim of the prison to me is Just
to . oppress the poor people''s He concludes that, "as long as
one remaing in prison, he will continue developing a negative

view toward the prison and the whole society".

Furthermore, convicts were asked to assess the prison .

: dearth .
officials in relation to the ’ ' of facilities in the prison.
In all, L3.2 per cent allege that the prison officials are
corrupt. Vhile 27.L per cent maintain that the officials are
bias along tribal and religious lines; 17.L per cent are of the
view that, whabever anomally is observed among officials is a

reflection of the whole society, and prison officials must

not be blamed for a problem created by the society as a vholes

These findings are interesting for two‘reasonse First,
they suggest that convicts are aware of the corrupt practices
going on in the prison. Oue of the convicts interviewed alleged
that, for convicts who can afford bribe, the warders can buy
any item for them from the outside world. Such items range
from food, drugs, cigarette, beer, and even indian hemp.

This finding cofraborate Alemika's observation that: "Some

of the officials ... constitute themselves into prison traders
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, helping the vrisoners to obtain contra~band such as cigarettes
and marijuana; efc. .In some.cases the officials serve as the
link between the prison and the outside world for the few
powerful individuals in the prison for & price" (Alemika, 1983,
pe 140)s BSecondly this finding show that, up to 17.L per cent
of the convicts are aware that the problems of the prison ;
institution surpass the inaividual staff. This shows that

they locate the probdem within the broader societal context,

I+t is discovered from observations and discussions
that the relationship between staff and convicts is
characterized more by hostility than friendship. Convicts
_répor%ed that, for the ﬁajority 0f the undexrpriviledged
inmates, minor infringement of prison rules. attracts undue
punishmentlfromAthe officials, and that, the hostility meted
to them ranges from physical torture to chaining in solitary
cells. This assertion was confirmed by the researcher; who
'occasionally observed how convicts were being maltreated by the
prison staff in order to obtain their confommity. On one
such occasion, the researcher witnessed how a malnourished
convict was being physically tortured. When the researcher
inquirédhto know the offence cbmmitted by the convict, he
was told that the convict refused fo do his share of the day's

work (sweeping) on time,

These forms of hostile relationship betwegn convicts
. and staff do pitch convicts against the officials with

negative implication for the achievement of penal objectives.
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These findings lend support to the immate social code

hypothesis. According to Gresham and Sheldon, the inmate

soclal code provides thats
Prisoners must present a unified fromt against
their guards no matter how much this may cost
in terms of personal sacrifice... FPurthern,
immates should not allow themselves to become
committed to the values of hard work and
submission to duly constituted authority"
(cited in Wolfgang et al, 1973, p. L03).

It ig therefore no coincidence that when convicts were
asked to generally assess the life in prison, most of them
express animosity towerd the system. They maintain that, life
in prisen is first, a life without privacy; secondly, a life
of idelness. Theyvgenerally feel that, it is not possidble

) corrected
for any convict o be ¢ -t or reformed by the prison institution.
According to them, since the basic needs for food, shelter

and clothing are not satisfied, there is no way of achieving

prison reformative and corrective ideals.

These findings agree with those of Alemika who deséribes
what life in prison entails: '"loss of liberty, meaningful social
relationships and responsibility, loss of contact with the
outside world; forced dependency, feeling and sense of emptiness,
boredom, regimentation, loss of discreétion and enforced
idleness" (4lemika, 1983, p. 138). Furthermore, Gresham and
Sheldon report that; "In the prison, ... the inmate finds
himgelf reduced to a leyel of living near bare subsistence, and

whatever physical discomforts this deprivation may entail, it
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apparently has deeper psychological significance as a basic
attack on the prisoners conception of his own personal adequacy™

(cited in Wolfgang et al, 1973 pe LOS).

These findings indicate that the quality of life in
prison is geneially low., Some convicts copine that their
incarceration is nothing but a sign of oppression of the
poor by the rich., This view is reinforced by convicts'
experience of idleness, deprivation, boredom, loss of
discreation etc, in the prison, A1l these negative experiences
are seen by convicts as negating efforts of achieving prison
objectiveso Consequently, convicts! view the prison institution

as incapable of reforming or correcting them.

CONVICTS' FREDICTION OF POST-RELEASE LIFE

The Nigerian Prison service Annual Re?ort of 1979 states
that, "The prison in its present structure and function does

not in any significant way equip the offender to meet the post-

release problems, which are primarily employment and shelter”

(Quoted in Alemika 1983, p. 142 emphasis. added). Thus, this
section is going fto address convicts! prediction of these.
.primary post-release prablems of employment and shelter. The
aim here is to assess convicts' view of his post-release life
chances. The specific issues in this assessment will include
convicts! view of justice and fairness in the larger society,

and his prediction of his chances of securing a job and housing.

The first issue considered is convicts! view of Justice

‘and fairness in the larger society. When asked, 78.2 per cent
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of the convictis claimed that justice and fairness do not prevail
in Nigerian society. Only 11.71 per cent held the view that
Justice and fairness prevail. In ofder to test the relationship
of this position with convicts' socio-demographic variables
convicts' sex and occupation-were corss tabulated with their
view of justice and fairness in Wigerien society. Table L.1

present the relationship between convicis! view and their sex.

Table g°1

REDATIONSHIP BETIWEEN SEX OF CONVICTS AND THEIR VIEW
QF JUSTICE AND FATRNESS IN NIGERIA

RESPONSE

Sex - Justice/Fairness Justice/Fairhess Total
‘ prevailing not preveiling
No % Ho 9% i
Male 37 17.7 172 82.3 109
Female I 56.0 11 L. 0 25
Total 51 183 234

X2 = 12,87 (df = 1), Crammers value = .23

Table L.1 explain the relationship between sex of convicts
and their view of Justice gnd- ’ - fairness in Nigerian
society. The findings show that while the overwhelming majority
of the male convicté (82.3 'per cent) feel that justice and
fairness does not prevail in the larger society, only Ll per

cent of the female convicts feel the same.
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These findings can be explained by the fact that, due
‘to the small number of female convicts, their living
condition in prison is relatively better‘than that of ﬁheir‘
male countérparts. Beside this, their visibly cleén clothes
and healthy appearance implies that theyv live in a
relatively better condition than the males., It is little
wondex therefore,.that only a few female convicts held the
view that justice and fairness does not prevail in the society.
Thus, it can be said thaet the sex of convicts and their view
of'justice and fairness are welated. The strength of the
assoclation is given by the 27.88 chi~square, which is found
to be 'statistically significant at .05 levels A crammerfs V
of O;Bh also suggest that a strong relationship exists between
the variagbles. Furthermore, the relationship between occupation
of convicts and theilr view of justice and fairness in the society
is presented in table Le2e

Table L,2

REDATTIONSHIP BRETWERT OCCUPATION OF CONVICTS AND THETR VIEW
OF JUSTICE AND FATRNZSS IN NIGERIA

RESFCNSE
Justice/fairness| Justice/fairness | Total
) prevailing. not prevailing.
Occupation Mo % Mo % i
' Unemployed 20 21.7 72 78.3 92
Self-employment | 13 " 15.9 69 8Li.1 82
Civil sexrvant 8 22,2 78 77.8 36
Others 10 1.7 1l 58.3 2l
Total 51 183 230

X2 = 27.18 (af = 3), Cramer's value = .34
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In Table L.2, wheré the pre-arrest occupational status

_ of convicts was cross-tabulated with their views of the s%ate
of justice and fairness in Nigerian society, it is found that,
the majority of convicts iﬂ all occupation catesories feel
that justice does not prevail in Nigeriz. That means the
occupation of conﬁicts does not influence their view of

Justice and fairness.

These findings simply indicate thacz, the feeling of
injustice zmong convicis prevail irrespective of their
occupational status., This may be accounteble by their common
experiences within the criminel justice nrocess. sSince all the
convicts went through the same process it is not unexpected that
most of them develop and share similar views on issues like

Justice and faimmess.

The next issué considered is convicis' view of the labour
' market in the society outside thé prison. The convicts were
_asked whether thby felt they can secure a job . .. % on
release. In all, 58.5 per cent feel they may not be able to
- gecure. a Jjob on releasé, while only 21.l percent feel they
could get jobs, The remaining 20,7 per cent said they do not
knowa

From these findings, it can be seen that convicts'
hope of securing a job is blesk. In most labour markets today,
ex-convicis stand a siim chance of being employed. This is due

to the process of stigmatization which renders them liable to
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suspicion and distrust_by prospective employers. It is clear
from the data presénted that convicts are aware of this
situation.

_ Concerning their poét~release residence, convicts were
aéked wvhere they hoped to reside. It was found fhai‘while
28.2 per cent said they hope to g back to their residence
before .conviction; 17.2 per cent said they hopé to reside in
a new town Qhere nobody knows them. This is a strategy
they hpped to adapt to help them neutralize public ridicule
and social stigme generallys The majority of convicts (L47.9.
- per cent) hope to go back and reside in the village they

‘originally migrated from.

The possible explanation for most convicts feeling that
their post-release residence will be the village may be due to
reasons of emvployment, Most convicts areiaware that their
chances of securing employment in urban centres are low, but
in the village, they can do with farming. This problem is
further solved by the availability of a more permanent and
reliable residence. Furthemmore, ex-convicts will no longer
be liable to harassment by law enforcement agencies whenever

a crime is committed around the place they resgide.

'WHaving established convicts' post-release expectations
most especially in relaﬁion_to securing a Jjob and placé of
residence; one may want to know how these expectation are
related to their occupational status. Details of findings are

presented in table L.3.
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Table Q.}

RELATTONSHIP BETWEEN OCCUPATION OF CONVICTS AND THEIR POST-
RELEASE EXPECTATIONS

POST-RELEASE EXPRCTATIONS

Be with Secure a Job Others Total

family |

No o Mo % Ho 1) 1)
Unemployed 35  38.0 3L 37.0 23 25,0 92
- Self-employed | 36 36.6 | 30 36,6 22 26.8 82
 Civil servant 2 S.6 | 16 Lol 18 50.0 36
O thers 10 [1.6 7 29.2 7 29,2 2l -
Total T 87 70 234
X2 = 50,25 df = 6 Cremmer's value = 46

In Table L.3 where the occupation of convicts is cross
tabulated with their expectations of life after imprisonment,
it is found that, while 38.0 percent of convicts in the
unemployed catvegory sald their post-release expectation is to
‘be with their x» & family. Oly a few (5.6 per cent) of
convicted civil servents expect to be with their femily. It
was however discovered that, up to Lh.l per cent of the convicted
civilyservants said their expectations on release is to secure a
- job, |
| These findings show that, convicted civil servant are
more interested and have more hopes of securing employment on
release than.the unemployed a;w el --convictso This may De

due to the fact that the former must have had some educational
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qualification. For the latter, the family and other informal

social units are the only likely sources of support on releése,

. so most of them gaid they prefer to be with their families,

This suggest that unemployed = .7 convicts are aware
‘that their stay in the prison has not prepared them in any

way to meet the challenges of life on discharge.

The view of convicts regarding life in the larger
Nigerian society is also examined; Majority of convicts
(59,& per cent) express thelr awareness that the society is
characterized by segregation and discrimination based on
individuals economic,. ethnic or religious backgrounds. IFrom
discussions with convicits, it is discovered that they are
aware of how the sccietal structures operate in favour of
the rich and qther powerful interest groups tc the disadvantage
of the poor. One of the convicts clearly states that: "The
Nigerian soclety operates base on two standards; one yardstick

for fhe rich and the other foxr the poor™.

Thus, convicts posit that, individuals social life is
determined by their economic backgrounds. They maintain that,
for the rich; life in Nigeria entails little or no hardship at
all, This they say, is because fhe fich can afford t?e best food,
shel tex, eduéation9 health services and other necessities and even
luxuries of'life; On the contrary, they say, life for the poor
in Nigeria is a struggle for bare subsistence. The poor cannot

afford three daily meals for his femily. His children roem about
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barely neked, and if at all; attend schools that are virtuslly
non functional. They maintain that, the 1ife of a poor person
is funadmentally influenced by the survival T instinct,

"Life in the larger society is a battle field where each

person fights for himself", says one of the convicis.

SUMMARY

In this chapter, attemﬁt was made to assess convicts!
view of the prison institution and convicts! post-release
expectations. Convicts' view of prison facilities was first
assesseds This wés followed by the éssessment of convicts!
view of the prison setting and prison life generally. Then

convicts’ prediction of post—-releasse life was finally assesseda

The expose of institutional facilities revealed a
disérepancy between institutional objectives and the strategies
empléyed to aqhieve this objectives. The dearth of basic
feeding, accommodation, training and other facilities in the
prisons render them incapable of meeting prison reformative

and corrective objectives,

Purthermore, from discussions with the convicts, evidence
was deduced to show convicis! resentment to prison life. They
view prison life as oppressive, deprivating, degrading and
puniiivé. This view is likely to generatg antagonism and
hostility towards prisog programmes and objectives. The

convicts' evaluation of prison officials is similarly negative.
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Convicts! view the gtaff as ungquelified and incapable of

effecting any offender correction.

Considering convicts prediction of post-release life, it
was clear from the findings that convicis ére aware of their
bleak chancesiof securing a job on release. This can be

.exPlaingd by the fact that, majority of convicts being
uneducated did not learn anything new to help them meet the
feéuirement of employers. Given convicts' awareness of the
interest—ridden,_individualistic and competitive life in the
larger society; the fact of thelr incarceration places them

in a disadvantageous position on release.

From the above, it is clear that whether one’consider
the inadequacies of institutional facilities and progremmes;
or one considers the reaction of convicts to their incarceration;
the conclusion is one; fhe prison instituiion is not £fit o

effect offender reformation.
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NOTES

See Newswatch, June 19, 1989, p. 12

This report is contained in the African Guardian of
July 2L, 1986, p. 1.

See Newswatch, June 19, 1989, p. 12.
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SUMMARY, DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Barlier studies of the criminal justiée system (Owomero
1981, Igbo 1990, ikintara 1990), have considered the views
of different social categories in the society. However,
most:of these studies have consistently neglected the view
of convicts. Thus, this study examine's the convicis'! view
of the criminal justice system in order 1o assess their
reaction to their experiences within the criminal Justice

system and their view of the Higerian society in general.

In Qrder to critically tackle the issues involved in
this problem focus, the Marxist paradigm was adopted because
it best loéates the view of convicts within its proper class
context. Considering the view of convictis from the Marxist
perspedtive indicated whether they did develop a shared
collective ideological unity based on their class interest.
It also helps to uncover the extent to which convicts develop a
class oonsciousness and class identity. Finally, the marxist
perspective was adopted because it emphasize the class
chaiacter of the criminal justice system, thus placing the

convicts! view within its proper context.

From the data collected and analyzed in this study, the
profile of a typical Nigerian convict was first discermned.
The date suggest that, the typical Nigerien convict is a
semi~literate maleo‘ He is most likely convicted for
committing s property or propexrty related crime. He is

either unemployed, or in apprenticeship. It can be seen that
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a typical convict is a member of the lowest socio-economic
class, who generally hold the view that his conviction is

not justified.

Furthermore, this study reveasled that convicts generally
uphold a negative view of the operation of the Nigerian Police
Force, lost convicts viewed pélice method of arrest as crude,.
brutql and dehumanizing. Convicts reported that they were
detained by the police for lengthy period before being prosecuted,
They described police cells as inadequate for detaining suspects

and the fcod provided to detainees as awful and inedible.

The convicts also reporited that police-prosecutors do
obtain confessional statement under duress or its threat,
frame false charges and generally falsify evidenceo The
mahority of convicts reported that the prosecutor did not
preseni their staiemeﬁt to the court. These indicate that
convicts had generally a negativeAexperiences with both the
police and the prosecutors. These initial experiences have
the effect of influencing their views of the criminal justice

system as a whole.

Regarding their trial, it was discovered that most
convicts did not employ the service of a 1awyer,.neither did
they seek legal zid nor invite a witness to testify in their
defence, Their reasons for this varied from ignorance to lack
of‘finance. Some convicts also reported their .. o 7.
awareness of their disadvantaged socio-economic position in
relation to the courts. Most of them said they were willing

t0 call witnesses but were bluntly denied the opportunity by
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the court. Thege finaings are not unexpected because,

convicts!' genéral'low educational attaimment explains their
inability to insist on their right for witness, legal aid

and baile. The fact that the average convict holds a low
occupational stétus explains their inability to employ a defence
lawyer and possibly to obtain bail, These findings account for
the negative feelings held by majority of convicts on the day of

their convictione.

Gifeh all these negative experiences. encountered by
.éonvicts in the Jjudiciary, it is not surprising that most of
_them‘expressed dissatisfaction with the manner the coﬁrts
handled their cases. These negative views held by = convicts
iegarding the police and courts‘influenced their view of the

prison and even of life after release.

Regarding the prison, coﬁvicts view of existing facilities
"was first considered. The findings revealed a discrepancy
between institutional goals and the strategies employed

to échieve these goalse. In exemining the availability,
acce;sibility and quality of vocational facilities, it was
discovered that most of the workshops contain non-functional
and antiquated machines and tools. Even then, only very few
"privileged" convicts ha#e access to these workshops. With
regards to other types of work assigned to convicts, it was
discovered thét very few convicts are assigned to physical work
like farming, sweeping and running errands. These wozks can be
described as largely exploitative because they have little or no

N
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reformative value to the convicts.

Considering facilities for formal education, 1% was
discovered that facilities and programme for formal education
are virtually absent. In Kadune prison vhere programme for
formal education is avialble, it was disvovered that all the
teachers are convicts who had no treining as teachers. They
-were also found to be short of text books, exercise books, biros,
chalks, furnitures and other essential facilities for educational
training;

. This study also discovered that facilities provided for
accommodation are inadequate for 211 the convictse Thus,
gsome convicts were found to be sleeping in shifts. The cells
were unhygienic due to the extreme over-crowding and the
presence of numerous infectious insects and diseases. In the
centre of these unhealthy living condition lie the deaxrth of
basic medical facilities and persomnel, To worsen the situation,
hospitals outside the prison were found o be inaccessible
convictss This was due to the financial requirement involved
in visitihg such hospi#als, which most ponvicts said they could

not affoxrd.

When the data on convicts' view of Qelfare facilities were
considered, 1t was discovefed that the socigl welfare officers
were too few to adequately catér>for the welfare needs of the
convicts., Iiost of the convicts said they never had visitors

nor did they ever wriie any letter since their incarcerations
Very few conviofs ever received any letters. This shows that the
welfare officersAare not as helpful to convicts as they should

be. With regard to recreation, both indoor and outdoor
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faci;ities were rgported to be in short supply. Due to the
shortage of these facilities, interested comvicts had to take
tufﬂso |

The convicts! view of facilities for feeding was found
to be negative. It was discovered that food was served to
convicts in their cells without spoons, forks, cups and so on.
LConvicts éxpressed dissatisfaction with the poor quantity and

guelity of food served to them,

When the convicts view of life in the prison genérally,
was probed, 1t was discovered that most of them held the
‘opinion that prison life is too 1+ idle, boring and
dehumanizing, This they said provided the opportunity to
transfer‘criminal values from hardened criminals to first
offenders. It can be deduced from this that, class values

ould also be culitivated and transmitted among conviects. It

is little wonder therefore that, yhen convicts were asked what
in their view was the main objective of the prison, most of them
said, it is in most cases used by the powerful class to punish

and control the powerless ones.

Finally, convicts' prediction of life on release was
.donsidéredo Bnployment and shelter were identified to be
the most pressing post-release problems to be encountered.
Majority of them felt that they may not be able to secure a job

on discharge, due to the stigma which imprisonment attached to
them. In terms of accommodation, most of them felt they may not
get one, especially in their pre-incarceration residéhce, and

. may therefore need to go back to their village of origin when

released,
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The aforsmentioned findings raise certain issues
regarding the current state of the criminal Justice system in
Nigeria. The class protective character of the criminal justice
components is one of such issues, Although the component parts
of the Justice system operate to protect the whole society,
1t does so mostly in favour of theApowerful class, Some of
U class protective, but still maintain vestiges
these components are not only seen to be/colonlallsm in their
structures and operations. For example, prison work has

changed ) .
-not .. .3 since the colonial days and continues to involve
physical work such as faming, weeding, cleaning of official
buildings and so on. Thus, it can be noted that the colonial

orientation of the crimingl justice syétem has rendered it

incapable of effecting offender-correction and reformation.

Another issue raised by the findings is with regard to
conviéts reaction to their incarceration. Having discovered
that convicts hold a general negative view of their incarceration,
it needs to be stated that, this view is closely linked to the -
magnitude of deprivation experienced by convicts. The worst
deprivation expgriénced by convicts is that of food, clothing,
medical service, sexual deprivation, shelter and so on, These
deprivations lead to a variety of reactions from convicts towards
their fellow convicils, the‘prison staff and the prison programmes

generally.

The relationship between convicts and their fellow inmates
is characterised by hostility. This hostile relationship can
be attributed to convicts struggle for scarce goods and

services in the prison. Charles (1988) also observed that
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quarrels among inmates arise over the struggle to obtain
.scarce facilities available in the prison. This situation
inhibits the development of class identity among convicts,

as convicits become se%f Sx ez centred in most of fhé things
they do. The deprivafion suffered by convicts makes,them fo e
indifferent and unconcerned with what ever is happening to
others around them,'tlf not for the occasional friendly
relationship resultiﬁg'from mutual e#periences and cooperation,
most convicts believe it is better to keep to themselves, This
situation can be seen to retard convicis development of class

solidarity.

The relationship.between the cbnﬁicts and. custodial staff>
is mostly characterized by conflictis. Conflicts between inmates
~and staff arise when prison staff report or punish rule
infractions. Although the staff occasiénally seek convicts'
co—operatidn to achieve control, coercion is the major means
of attaining  it. Evidence of éoercion.was seen in the form
of caning, and at times physical injuries on the body of conylcts such
as their back, knees and so on. The hostility mated to. - e

[ convicts by officials has the effect of creating a negative
reaction from the convicts. These reactions range from open
verbal or physical confrontation to blaming the officiais for

kS

their misfortune.

These patterns of relationship between convicts and staff
have implication for the convicts! awareness of the true class
position of the staff. Convicts' end up perceiving the staff

as their oppressors. They react to the staff as though the
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staff are responsible for their predicéments. These reactions

of convicts towards the staff can be described aé a misplaced
aggression. The effect of the deprivation suffered by

convicts and the hostility neted against them, can be seen in
convicts failuré to uﬁderstand that the staff are virtually in
the seme class with themj; and suffers the same social
inequalities as they do. This situation renders convicts Vieﬁ -
of the staff's class position to be out ot tune with reality;

It also shows that a typical convict does not identify with
members of his own class. Thus, it can be observed that the
total effect of convicts incerceration is the héightening of
intra-class conflict. TFor instance, given that conflict is seen
to permeate mogt social relationship within conviéts and, between
gonvicts and officials; it i1s clear that they will not see
themselves as being faced with a. common. problem. While the
tordinary' convict view the 'affluent! convict as opportuned;
convicts in general Tend to see the officials as their oppressors.
This has the effect of inhibiting the development of class
awareness among convicts in particular, and the exploited class

in general.

In zssessing the reaction‘of convicts to institutional
‘programmes, the absence of any coherent programme in Nigerian
prisons need be noted. Given the shortage of working materials,
the obsolete and antiquated machines and tools; convicis opine
that the prison workshops have no corrective value whétsoever.
After all, very feﬁ of them have access to these workshops.
Other progreammes are fuﬁdamentally explpitative. For instahce,

of what reformative value is the weeding and cleaning of officiael
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building if not the provision of free labour to the elites.
Even the, most convicts aré never engaged in any proérammeo
The few that engage in most programmes do so with the zim of
overcoming idleness and.not to be refomed. It is little
wonder therefore, that convicts react negatively to prison
‘programmes. They emphasize that, the programmes are generally
boring, retritutive and humiliating; as such nothing is learnt

from them,

Finally, convicts stand a disadvantaged chance of being
rehabilizted on release. This can be expiained by two related
factors. First, most convicts were uaenployed priof to their
incarceration. Secondly, majority of these convicts have not
learnt anything in the prison that can help them cope with‘the
challenges of life in the large society. Thus, convicts stand
little chance of being rehabilitated, ‘One indication of convicts
loss of hope with post-release life especially in the urban
ceﬁtres is their choice of the rural axeas on discharge. The
plausgible explangtion for this choice is the availability of

land for farming and also the guarantee of social security.

H ow ever, some convicts express their awareness of
loss of social ties due to the long breask in  communication.
Consequently, they feel their relatives and friends will reject
them wlhen they are discharged. 4s such they-express anxiety on
how to reconcile with them. One of the major explanation for
convicts holding such view is due to the fear of stigma. Owing

to the degradation of their statué, the convicts now feel
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comnpletely stripped of their fofmer soclal status which is
replaced with another. This assigned status renders them |
-1iab1e to susgpicion, ridicule and even ostracism by their kiﬁs,
pals and the society in general. All these have direct negative
4imp1icaiion for their post-release rehabilitaticn. The logical
'conclusioﬁ however is that, con&icts not only hold a negative
view of the Nigerian society as a whole; but they come badk to

the society worse off than when arrested.

 Given the profile of convicts which shows that most of theﬁ
belong to the socilo-economic disadvantaged class, their view is
likely to refleét their class position. But the fact remains
that, though their view might be influenced by their class; it
however expose the opinion of the clientele of the criminal

Justice systeme

It is now clear - why the criminal justice system cannot
~adequately coﬁtrol and prevent crime in Nigeria. Haying been
imposed by the colonial state, the emergent petty bourgeois
class adopted it /' at independence as part of the ingtrument
for political and economic domination. Thus, the ideology of
the criminal justice system is based on the received and
nurtured petty bourgeois ideoldgy. That is the protection

of capitel against any fom of attack by the exploited class.



The class character of the Nigerian justice ﬂ system
is evident from.the consideration of the convicts views
It is clear that, the capitalist class maintains its control

over cepital and other internal challenges by developing and

'1EStitutionalizing the criminal Justice institutions. And the

A idéology of crime control, while couched in reformist terminology,

is‘actually for the control of Yw behaviours that threatens the

'sopiety, most especially the ruling class intereste.

It is also clear that the failure of the criminal
justicé system in the fight against crime is due 1o the
disparity between the stated objectives of the gystem and the
adopted means for achieving these objectives. Taking the
criminagl justice system in genéfal and the prison s&stem in
particular, one can say, with n& fear of exaggeration, that
most of the faciiitiés and programmes that conviects agre exposed
to are unsuitable and irrelevant to the declated objective of
iefonnatibn. For emample the feedinéAand sleeping arrangements
lead many convicts to be infected with different.diseases; the
idleness that predominates the stay in priéon may lead to the
learning of new criminal skill. Most of the vocational
training to the convicts are fundamentally exploitative, as

such they have little or no corrective value to the convicts.

Thus,'in the current confusion or even despair that
pervades official thinking and reaction to crime and the

criminal justice; convicts also lose” faith in the ability



of the oriminal justice system to correct and reform them., As
such, an zlternative perspective and approach to crime .and

crime control is needed,

" From the foregoing analysis and discussion of the convicts!
view of fhe criminal justice gystem, some practical short and
long temm recommendations becomgs unavoidable, The short-tefm
recommendation relates to the practical operation of the

component units of the justice system.

Starting with the Nigeria Police Forces, the need to
de—emphasize the physical and paramilitery ... training in favour
of socio-=legal training cannot be over-emphasized. This it is
hoped “mz% {h". will constrain the police to operate within
the limits of the law; especially in temms of arrest and

detention.

Wiﬁhiyegards 10 prosecution, this study suggest that, a
differeﬁ%agsdy consisting of criminologist znd legal scholars
be assigned. the fesponsibility of freming charges and prosecuting
accused persons instead of the current fractice of prosecution
by the polﬁﬁe. This, it.is hoped, would reduce police work load
and aldow them to concentrate on the protection of life and
property. It would also help to reduce the problem of wrong
framing ofvch@rges and all its consequencesai As observed by
Adeyemi (1970), wrong freming of charges by police has led to
situatiéns'where criminals are set free despite the glaring

evidence of their crime.
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With regard to the courts, the current operational
state of the nation's legal aid scheme needs to be made
available to common offenders who form the bulk. of offenders

tried and incarcerated. Qne of the strategires of achieving

this is through campaigns fo enlighten the public of the
existence of the scheme and how to benefit from it. This
will enhance fairer and speedy trial of cases. It will also'
réduce the number of suspects convicted out of ignorance of

legal processe.

Since the desire for speedy trial is high, more courts
should be established to dispose of criminal cases., This will
reduce the wbrkload of the courts and the attendanf delayed
Justice. This recommendation has implicstion for training of
courts persomnel. Thusg, more law training institution need be
established. To this end, the establishment of another law

School for the training of more judges in Nigeria is necessary.

Congidering courts ruling, the Judge should note that,
incarceration cannot always serve as an effective corrective
measure. For instance, criminsgls who seem to be acting out of

deprivation need not be incarcerated. The persistent use of

custodial dispositions by the courts should be minimizeds Other

alternative dispositions such as provation and fine should be
useds The institutional disposition of cases should be reserved

for criminals Wwho are seen to pose serious threat to the society.
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In sifuations where imprisomment become necessary, it
-should be undexr less depfiVating and dehumanizing condition
as 1s obtained nows One means of reducing the deprivation
suffered by convicts is the renumeration of works done by
theﬁ. This would help them to provide for themselves basic
needs while in custody and also to support their families during
incarceration. In this respeét, the need to introduce kiosks
inside the prison ig recommended. This is to make basic goods
available to the convicts. This, it is believed, will reduce the
hostility accompanying the tussle for scarce goods among
convicts, This will Iin turn increase convicts' awareness
of their true common problem and enhance their class identity

and unity.

 Other means by which convicts! deprivation can be reduced
includes the resuscitation of the prison earning scheme., Iy
pro#iding functioning workshop equipment and staff, convicits
can be trained to produce articles that could be sold to the
pufside society. This has numerous advantages: first, it
ensures the training of convicts in particular skill; secoﬁdly,
it improves the financial svanding of the convict and thirdly it

provides income to the government.

Educational facilities. should also be providgd to enable
willing convicts to undertake courses iﬁ_formal educatione.
Such educational programme should be integrated into the the
National Policy on Bducation. This will.aid convicts in their
rehabilitation on release. At the least, it will increase their

chances of securing employment., This study also suggestsiwx
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that social welfare facilities and personnel in prisons be

improved., In this respect, emphasis should be oﬁ maintaining
contact between convicts and their relations and friends
through visits and letter writing. To this end, postal
services should be intfoduced in the prison, and it should be

affilisted to the welfare office.

To be realistic, the implementation of these recommendations
imply virtually a total reorganization of the criminal justice:
system. This of course requires massive information
which is hardly available no%g Information is needed on the-
‘true'{pature, volume and character of crime; the characteristics
and correctional needs ofwthe different categories of convicts;
the gvailable resources and the. appropriate content of programmes.
Only planning andwimplémentation based on empirical data can

attain any degree of successe.

Therefore, an agency to generate the desired data for
planning is needed. The need therefore to have a National
;nstitute of Criminology, as earlier recommended by other
studies (4hire 1981, Omaji 198)y) becomes intense. The
institution is to be manned by scholars aﬁd practitioners
wifh specialization in criminology, criminal Justice and law
related fields. It should undertske research in areés of
crime and the treatﬁent‘of convicts; and also advise in the
formulation and implementation of orimé prevention and control

policies.
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Furthermore; given the nature of the operation of

the justiceAsystem and the role perception of its persomnel,

it is important to point out that institutional priority
' should also consider the re-~orientation of the xmole perception
of the criminal justicé personnel. They should be‘made to view
themselves as responsible for the protection of life and
property of the whole society without undue emphasis to the
powerful socio-economic group. This will likely influence

the clientele of the system. That is regarding their view

of the objectives and operation of the system; and their

reaction to its operations.

Having made all these recommendations on how to re-
organize the present criminal Justice system, the need to draw
attention fo the criminogenic factors inherent in Nigerian
soclo-economic formation is necessary. It should be knowm
that fundamental steps need to be taken in order to contain
the socio-structural basis of criminality. These include the
control of problem generated by the social structure such as;
unemployment, malnutrition,; poverty, rural-urban drift,
illiteracy and glaring inequalities. Alemika (1990) puts it
more lucidly thus:

What is urgently required to combat Nigeria's
crime problem and peneal crisis is a drastic
~reduction of gross inequalities of wealth
and power, and related social injustice
which give rise to pressure to criminaligze,
to commit crime and to resort to mass
incarceration or the quarantine of a vexy
large sub-population of society-mainly the

youth, male, the poor and powerless (Alemika,
1990 30).
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" APPENDIX A

CONVICTS' INTERVIEW SCHEDULE a

Section 4: Soclo-Demographic Information (From Records,

1)
1)
5)
7.

‘supplemented by Interview) .
Age (2) sex (3) Marital Status

No. of children (1f marrled)

Ethnicity ___ (6) State of origin

Religion (8)'Educationél attainment

Section B 3 HNature of the Offénces

" 9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
1L)
153
16)

1)

Offence committed.

Flace where offence was committed |

Time of committing the offence

Date of apprehension

Court of conviction

Date of admission to. prison

Length of imprisonment

Do you"~ think your conviction is Justified? .
(1) Yes (ii) No (iii) other specify (L) DN/NA

Give reason(s)

Section C: Questions on Convicts'! view of the operation.of

18)

19)

20,

the Nigeria Police Force.

Were you a.rres’ced by the pollce?
i) Yes ii) No iii) IK/NA iv) O‘bher(s) spec:l.fy ’

(If Yes to Question 18), when arrested, were you told your
offence in the 'language’ you understood?
i) Yes ii) No i1ii) IK/NA iv) Other(s) specify.

For héw long did you stay in police ocustody before you were

taken to the court?



'21) Iid the Police present your case in court in accordénce with
the statement you made in their station?

i} Yes ii) No iii)  IK/NA  iv) Other(s) specify

N\

22) (If Mo to question 21)-g1ve Teason

236 Generally, are you Satisfled w1th the mannexr the Pollce
' handled your case?
i) Satisfied ii) Not satisfied 3) Other specify__

2L) From your experience, what are the major problems
' confronting tne Police force?

25) Briefly suggest sbme possible solution to these problems

Section Dt Queétions on Convicts view of the,Nigerian Judiciarye

26) While in court, briefly explain what happened

27) Howr 1ong did your trial last?

28) Did you employ the service of a lawyer?.
- i) Yes 4i) No iii) IK/NA iv) Othexr(s) specify.

29) (If Ho to Question 29) why not?

30)  Were you allowed to cgll a defence wiiness?
i) Yes ii) No iii) IK/N&a iv) Other(s) specify

31) (If Wo to question 30) why not?

32) .Were you granted ball° : ' \
' i) Yes ii) Wo ddi) IK/WA iv) Other(s) specify

33) (If Fo to question 32) why not?
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3l Do you think the sentence-is commensurate with your of;f‘ence'P

35)

36)

Give reason

i) Y es ii) No (iii) IK/NA  iv) Other(s) specify.

Gonera,lly, what comment can you meke on the way the cou_rt
treated your case?

Section B: Questions on Conv:Lcts View of the Higexrian Pri_sdn

- 37)

39) |

L0)

i)

L2}

43)

L)

Institution.

Briefly explain your feeling on the day you were éonvicted ‘

Whau did the prison oi‘f:.clals told you. the day you were
taken to prison as a . convict?

What king of food does the prison authority provide you
with during: :

a) B reakfast?
b} Lunch)?
c) Dinner?

How would you rate the quality of the food provided?
i) Satisfactory (ii) Not satisfactory iii) others specify -

Specify complain

How would you rate the quantity of food provided?
i) ‘Satisfactory ii) Not satisfactory iii) Others specify '

Specify compléin

Doeg the prison aguthority provn.de you with adequa'be
clothing?: _
i) Yes ii) Ho iii) IK/NA iv) Othex(8) specify)
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15)

46)

L7)

L8)

- L9)
. i) Yes ii) No iii) IK/NA  iv) Other(s) specify

50)»

Specify the number of these items proVided‘to yous

1) Shirts
2} Nickers
3) Caps

Are you provided with the following?

a) bed (1)'Yes (é) No

bg matress. (1) Yes: (2) MNo

c) pillow (1) yes (2) Mo
d) cover (1) yes (2) ¥o

Specify any complain with accommodation -

What is the nature of work assigned to you in the prison? .

Are prison worksnops accessible to all convicts?

Do you attend classes in the prison?
i) Yes 4i) No  iii) IK/NA  iv) Othex(s) specify

51) (If yes 1o question 50) which type of classes do you attend?

- 52)
53)

51,)

55)

56)

57)

58

' 59)

To your kunowledge, how many doctors/nurses are there in
prison clinic?

Heve you ever receive treatment when sick?
i) Yes ii) No iii} IK/NA iv) Other(s) specify

How are convicts conveyed to hospitals outside, when sick?

Are you allowed any‘visitor here in the prison?
i) Yes "ii) Wo (diii) IK/NA  iv) Othex(s) specify

(If yes to question 55) How often do you receive vigsitors}
i) Regularly ii) occasionally iii) on request iv) Never.

(If never to Question 56) what effect do you think this will

“have on you? :

Are you allowed to write letters
i) Yes ii) Wo diii) IK/Ma (iv) Othex(s) specify

Are you allowed to receive letters? ’
i) Yes ii) No (ii) DK/NA  iv) Other(s) specify
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60) What kind of problems do you encounter in writing lefters?

61) Do you engage in any form of leisure or recreational
activity? .
i) Yes ii) Wo iii) IK/NA iv) Other(s) specify

62) (If yes to Question 61) what form of recreational
activity do you usually engage in?%

63) Briefly describe your feelings about life in this prison

Section F: Convicts View of the Criminal Justice System, the
: Society and his Post-Release Expectations.

6l) Trom your experience, what can you say are the central
objectives of the criminal justice system?_

65) To what extent would you say these objectives are achieved?

i) achieved ii) mot achieved iii) IK/NA  iv) others
specify ’ :

66} Give reason

67) What in your view are the problems confronting the Nigerian
' crimingl - justice system?

68) What is your view about justice and fairness in the
" Nigerian society genrally?

69) Do you feel that you can get a job after your release°
i) Yes 11) No  iii) IK/NA iv) Othex(sd specify

70)< Where agmong these places do you hope to reside after
release?
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2

71)

72)

é.) Your residence at arrest

b} A new city/town entirely

c) Back to the Village

-+ d), Others specify

Give reasons

2.

Generally, ‘what problems sre you likely to encounter after
your release?

Is.there anything you will like to add ebout your life

expectations after the jail sentence? (explain fully)
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