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ABSTRACT 

Capitalism is. in·herently· contradictory. There 

are the contradictions between particular capitals 

and social capital g For the system to thrive there-. 

fore contradictions have to be contained by bourgeois 

rationality which restrains particular capitals in 

the bid to pre serve social capi t aL This· done a 

capitalist _country can then progress, sophisticating 

productive for ces and improving the general well-

being: of societyu 

But none of these is happening in Nigeria, although 

it is capitalistu This is what has led to this inquiry 

into _the character of its bourgeoisieu The finding 

is that bourgeois rationali ty is weak in Nigeria . 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

I u THE PRO BLEM 

Our main argument .in this work is that bourgeois 

rationality is weak in Nigeria. This presuposes that we 

. must first clarify the concept of bourgeois rationality 

itself" By this t.e.rm we mean those necessary restraints 

that must be exercised by particular capitals in order 

that social capital can. survive and expandu In other­

words. bourgeois rationality refers.to the collective 

discipline of the bourgeoisie to ensure the extended 

reproduction of social capital" 

Once we realise that social capital exists as 
. 

particular capitals we are already face to face with 

the contradictions that must exist between particular 

capitals and ·so.cial capital in the quest of particular 

capitals for ever-increasing profit
1 

For each, even 

by definition, acts ,selfishly: concerned with satisfying 

selfish interests to the detriment of the socialw 

Bourgeois rationality thus demands a restriction on this 

·-~i self-seeking so that the reproduc.tion af soc1al capital 

can be ensuredu 

The weakness of bourgeois rationality must then 

imply that the discipline needed for soc·ial capital to 

thrive is barely exercisedu Once this is so the survival 

of capitalism in that millieu is already threatened" 

This has several implications. One of them is the low 

deyelopment of productive forces ieo labour, natural 

1This derives from the very nature of capital. as self­
augmenting value" 
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resources and implements used tq exploit them :. 

ttechnology). Let me explain. In many countries of 

the world where. capitalism is being practised, .in spi te 

of all its ills we witness ever-continous improvernent 

· in the dèvelopment of forces of production and its 
1. 

oonsequent effect i:h upl;U:ting the miiterial well'.""being 

of the generality of the people. Infact most social 

scientists 2 would agree that capitalism is easily the 

mode o"t production that most rapid:J..y advance s forces 

of production" Karl M ar•x for ex ample, inspite of his 

dedication to exposing the ills of capitalism acknowledges 

this basic fact. 

3 In 1848, .Marx and Engels wrote: 

The· bourgeoisie, during it s rule of scarce-, 

one hundred years, has created more· massive 

and more colossal productive forces than 

have all preceeding gener~tions together • 
.. 

Subj ectio:ri. of nature' s forces to man, 

machinery, application of chemistry to 

industry and agriculture, steam navigation, 

railways, electric · telegraphs, clearin,Q; of 

whole continents for cultivation, canalisation 

of rivers, whole populations co~jured out 

of the ground-what ear1lier c~ntur•y l1q~l evE:ln 

a presentiment that such productive forces 

slumbered in the lap .of labour? 

2This inc.lude s both the radical and mo~!= orthodox scholars . 

. 3See the Communist M anife'sto, authored by both of thern. 

/ 
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This rapid development of forces of production 

attr.ibuted to the capitalist mode· is a consequence 

of the fact'that competition is free and the law of 

value is operationalised, ensuring the continous 

. expropriation and capitalisation of surplus value. 

3 . 

The rewa:r.d-system ~s then basically built on productive 

capacity - the more productive the greate:r. the rewa:r.d. 

This is what drives towards the perpetual development 

4 of fopces of production, as capitalists struggle to 

beat each othe:ri, reduce coert and corner the market. 

However, our ·thesis suggests that the operatiànalisation 

_of the law of value is impaired in Nigeria because of 
. 

the weakness of bourgeois rational:1.ty. Coercion is 

introduced ·into the aren-a of competition, divorcing 

accumulation f.rom production, and discou:r.aging produ-ctive 

activity~ Part of the effect is that the country regresses 

further into underdeyelopment. This· means in turn that 

it can:ri,ot. ~a.rness its resources, its citizens cannot 

cater for themselves. They cannot feed, clothe or 

shelter themselves; they cannot provide·their.own drugs; 

they cannot uplift their living standards. Poverty would 

increase; hunger would become more acute. 

But all these, aré mere consequences of the weakness 

of bourgeois rationality, the establishment of which is 

our main thrust. Our concern is directly with the 

discipline necessary for the extended reproduction· of 

social capital. Is this discipline weak in Nigeria? 

We argue that i:t is, and theref ore .attempt to show 

why it is. 

4This ensues from competitionu 
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Besides the purely economic manifestation of 

bourgeois rationality as in ensuring the operationa­

lisation 'of the law, there are other expressions of 

the concept as well. The point is that the various 

tenets ·all enhance the extended reproduction of social 

capital. In particular t~e ideological aspect of the 

concept plays a crucial role in t:l'le acceptance and 

internalisation of the basic principles and assurnptions 

nec~ssary for the law of value to operate. Needless to 

add, the links of this aspect w.i th the enhancemen-i: of 

social capital would have to be clearly delineated. It 

_would be important for instance to show how this arm of 
. 

bourgeois rationality enhances the continuous expropriation 

of surplus value from labour by capital. So that in 

.t'.he. end i t. shou.ld be lucid how this tenet tie s wi th the 

,,,: purely economic, enhancing reproduction of· social capital 

on an ever exp~ding_ scale" 

Notice., however, that much of all the se lies directly 

or· indirectly in the sphere of production, where value 
'.:.·. ·_ ~ 
is expropriated. But once we advance into the sphere 

of circul.ation, as a necessary section of ·the circuit 

of industrial capital, ~he need for bourgeois rationality 

also emerges. The functioning of capi·!:al in this sphere, 

in particular,demands a level of mutuality· of trust 

amongst the bourgeoisie. But this also can only corne 

about through the exercise of restraint on self-s~eking, 

so that the bourgeoisie as a whole behaves in a manne:ri 

that insp.~res ,trust; makes due payments, keeps terrns 

of contract, etc. This is the basis of the moder'n credit 
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system which is so indispensable and advantageous 

to social capital. The general overall effect is an 

increase 1.n the rotation time of capital, resulting 

in the faster capitalisation of surplus-value. All 

these w1.ll have to be developed later on after this 

introductory sect:fon. The aim here 1s just to give 

a general picture of what this work is about and how 

we intend to accompl_ish it. 

The explanation to note here is that bourgeois 

rationaJ.ity relates with the extendcd reproduction of 

so9ial capital. It is the necessary· collective· 

. discipline that must be · exercised, in spi te of the 

selfishness of particular capitàls in the interest of 

capital in generaL Our argument is that this discipline 

is· weak amongst the Nigerian bourgeoisie. And this is 

so because of the peculia.rities of this class in Nigeria, 

which cannot be divorced from the his.tory of capitalism 

in the country. The problem is rooted in the level of 

the development of productive forces. The rudimentary 

stage of the forces of production constrain the evolution 

of the collective rationality necessary for the expanded 

reproduction of social capital" 

A corrollary of this is that bourgeois rationality 

as we find man if est in the Occident, hinges on the 

development of productive forces. In particular the 

development of pervasive commodity production urges 

., .,.,. the evolution · of norms of the market on which all 

depend and abide by. But this is not so in Nigeria5 

· 5see Claude A~e (edu), Political E'co'nomy ·of Nigeria, 
Longmans, New York, 1Y85" The point be1ng ma,_'.e 1t121·e 
cornes out.:quite clearly, especially in the first two 
articles of the booku 
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for commodity production is yet limitedu This creates 

a_· problem for the institutionalisation of the necessary 

norms of the market. This condition is worsened by 

the pecul:i,arities of the Nig~rian bourgeoisie, especially 

· as one·with a weak mater.ial base 6
• 

Now the estanlislunent of the weakness of bourgeois 

rationali ty should give more thàn an indication of the 

fate of capitalïsm in the country. To be precise, 

the survival of capitalism as a mode of . production is 

then seen to be in jeopardy, for particular capitals 

in their self-seeking, not exercising enough r'estraint 

.tend to subvert the very conditions which ensure the 

extended reproduction of social capîtal. This ,amongst 

others, queE;ïtions the capitalist road as a means of 

development in Nigeria. However we do not address 

the shortcomings of capitalism. We rather exwnine it 

from the _perpe_ctive ~ and interests of. the bourgeoisie 

as a whole •. Wrip.t we may conclude is that even on 

bourgeois terms, · capitalism in Nigeria will not develop 

the society because of the specific character of this 

mode of production here. In particular the behaviour 

of the bourgeoisie, the main bencfactors of the sys~em, 

i'ronically strains to subvert capitalism. Their 

character would not let capitalism to fully thrive, 

6
This weakness we must state applies to the bour•geoisie 

in much, if not all of Africa; for many countries on 
the continent have what Claude. Ake- has aptly identifies 
as a poli tic al e conomy. See his · A P"olitical E"conorny of 
Africa, Longmans, London, 1981- and ·. Re"volütionar'..t_PrL;S13ures 
In Africa, Zed Press, London, 1978. 

7 ' 
. Much of the insight regarding perspectivism and social 
interests: we der'ive from the cl as sic book of Karil M anhe.im, 
Ideo"logy ànd lJtopia, HBJ Book, 193 6" · See also M m'x 
and :/::ngels 1 ,'·~Ger1aan Id":olor:y, Prog:L'2ss, 197G. 
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so that its benefits can be àer.ived .. Capitalisrn :i.s 

·constrained beçausc.of· the inclisc;ipline_of the 

Nigerian bourgeoisie. This is the yenEral 

our work. 

· thr·us t of 

Let us now take a brief look at the structure of 

our presentati6n. This should provide a gencral 

guide to the seq·uence we fol lol.'J in rnak ing our.· ·ar9ume::;r1 t: .. 

II AN OVERVIEW 

After this introriuctory ~hapter, we move on t6 

review some relevant literature in chapter Two. This 

second ch~pter should help to clarify our point of 

· depature from earlier works \·Jhich have been concé,rnc,,1 1.n 

some way with the survival of social capital ;::'s 1,cciaJ.Jy 

t)le containmènt of the necessar·y contr,:1dict.iuris inhc0 r ,nt in the 

in the capitalist ~orle. 

Now being bas ~cal 1 y .a work çrn capi ta 1 ism, the 1. c ·c1ou là 

be need to see how this mode of proriuction artually 

deveJoped in the classical case of 0estern Europe~ ~his 

is primarily to understand the nature of capitalism. 

Having çlone this vie shal 1. then 1 ink capi ta 1 i srn v-Ji th t.ne 

emerg~nce of bourgeois rationality. These woulJ b0 

done in chapter three .. 

In chapter four, we sha 11 a t ternpt to àe 1 i n<::-a të· !: he 

basic. tenets of. the concept of bourgeois rat iori,=ll i ty 

following the experience of the ~est. There would be 

need to demonstrate the saliency of each tenet, illu:.·tr·.=;ti.n9. 

how in thé ·frbitorica 1 cttse of \Jes tE=rn Europe, the y . :·, L::. ta in 

extended reproduction. Prom. here \ve shall !.1ove :on l:o 

chapter:-· five·, where we ex,,rnine the hist:.ory ,ind. nature of 

capitalism in Nigèria. 
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Alqngside .this~ we shall also discu~~ the n~ture and 

character of the Nigerian bourç;eoisie.: The:se p.rovi.e.ic the 

basis for explaining in this millieu the weakn~·ss of 

bqurgeois rationality, the sunject of chapter six. 

To coiroborate our argument in this chapter, there sould 

be need ~o-illustrate with concrete historical cas0s. 

And to be sure the secenario that . should emer,Je 1t1ou.l c1 

be a complex one. For indeed ~n: argum~nt about the 

weakness of a concept implies, an acceptance that lh0re 

are manifestations oE it, even if inadequate. We should 

then be able to see manifestations of bourge6is rationality, 

manifestations of bourgeois irrationality; cont:caàictions, 

media tiens and arnbigui ties. 1-;,rorn hE;: ~-e we sha 11 proce, d 

to chapter seven, 1t~here WE:. v,ou ld a t tempt to s urnrnô r L-se 

the state the conclusions. 

THEORETICAL FRAM2WORK 

.The theoretical framework t·1h:Lch \tJP. apply in t.lüs 

work is called political economy.
8 This· approach L,; C< . .scà 

on historical and dialectical materialism. Now l~t us 

break· all this down. Pirst what is materialism? 

Maferialism derives rrom the:- vJord matl:er, ,·Jhic·h 

is a substance th~t· occupies space and has mass. ~ 

. tangi~le substance. It is better distinguished if 

·placed against mental or spiritual substance which is 

intangible, ~.g. consciousness. Materialism [ollows 

.) 

8 rn our attempt to understanà this app1:·oach, mc:ny 1,wrks 
were useful, but worthy of special rnenti~n is ClAud~ Akc•s. 
11The Political Economy Approach, Historical ar1rl 
E:xplana tory Notes on a Marxian Legncy In .:\f ri c:ë1" 

in J. Ihonvbere· (ed.)' The Political Economy of Cri3is 
and Underdevelopment In .\frica: .:Selected i;Jorks of· -­
CLAUDE AKE, JAD, Lagos, Nigeria, 1989. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



9. 

therefore as the interest in concrete, physical and 

economic conditions. It is actually the doctrine 
' . 

that matter is the only reality, and tha:t mind, 

emotions, consciousness der ive from it. Now, what 

is dialectics? This is the system of reasoning 

which is engender~d by the dynamics or contradiction 

resulting from the unity of two opposing materials. 

The first of the two mà:terials we y,efer to as ·the 

thesi:s. The othey,, its ner;ation, tlw. antitheFe;is. 

'l'he contradiction is resolved :i.n the foy,mation of a 

new thesis, the synthesis. But the new thesi~ is 

itself ill at rest for it carries in its womb its own 

antithesis. This way, the resolution pt"ocess cont:inues; 

everything is seen to be in astate of flux, ever 

changing. 

The use of this principle dates back· to the 

an:cient G reek.s, man.y years before th~ birth of Je sus 

Christ, 2 ,.000 years ago. At 'this time, Greek thought 

was basically a social phenomenon; life itself being 

basically social for them. The ·life that had meaning 

and significance was life in the polis, t~1e ci ty­

state ie. public lif e 
9

• 

9ror a deeper understanding · of this explanation, 
see Plato's,' The Re~ublic, especially the edit:i.on 
translated by Francis MacDonald Cornford, Oxford 
University Press, 1962. Also very useful is 
The Politics ·of Arist'o"tle, translated and eclited by 
Earnest lf.ikë'r; Oxford University Pr>ess, 1962. 
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However if we are to name a founder of the 

dialectics, of the early philosophers, it would be 

Heraclitus. As Bogomolov says "the doctrine of the 

struggle and unity of opposites will be forever linked 

with his 11 1 O .name • from the ancient times,therefore, 

the principle c:if the diale_ctics was already established. 

11 It took Hegel however to give the dialectic a 

univers al scope, and application. He elaborated and 

applied the dialectic to the totality of the world, and 

everythin:g therein. 

Hegel begins from what he variously referred to as 

.Pure Thought, the Idea, Consciousness, existing before 

the II creation of the world1112 In the Idea is contained • 
the entire s_pan of universal history but as mere 

potentiality. The Ide a developing in space is Nature, 

and in time is History. But the development through 

Nature already pres.ents a direct opposite of the iclecJ. -

concrete ma~er.ial as opposed tb consciousness.. So t11at 

what we have is a dialectical re lationship, a uni ty 

of opposites. From this contradi·ction emerges a synthesi~3. 

This Hegei calls Spirit, the synthesis of the divine 

Idea and Nature" The acting out of this contradiction 

as consciousness strives for purification and self­

realisation to return to its pure forim is what becomes 

history . 
. ... . ·, ·;, >: ·, ...... 

' .. 

~~j
10see page G 3 A. S ... ·_B"<;>g·<:?~b~~·~v.;-~ H:ist'ei·:t?y··- ·or An··c·ie'n't'· ·r-hi".l.oso:e hy ~ 
Progr>es-s, 19 8 5" 

'1'1 s-e;e Gëorg Hegel, · The ·phi'lc·s'op·hy of I-I'istor""Ü int:t?ocluçc:d 
by C.J. J:riedrich, Dover Publications, New York, 195G • 
. See also He·gel~ Reasoh 'in ·HiEory, translated and 
intr•oduced by Robert Hartman, B0bbs-Merr1ill, Indianëlpolis, 
19530 ' 

12 cited on, ,page xii, Heg:el:.: __ Reason in .!istorY,, or> cit. 
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It is important to note here, at least for our 

purpose, that the Original Idea, Consciousness,is 

what determines the events acted out on the material 

plane. This is where Marx clearly differed. The 

diff"erence between the two lies in the location- of 
1. 

the driving power ·of history. For Heeel., it was 

located in the Idea (Consèiousness). But for Marx 

it was located _in the struggle of classes polarised 

around the ownership or non-ownership of the means of 

production. Hence he opens the Communist Manifesta 

by saying that: 

The history of all hither>to existing society 

is the history of class struggles. Freeman 

and slave, patrician and plebian, lord and 

serf, guildmaster and j ourneyman, in a word 

oppressor ·and oppressed, stood in constant 

. . . 13 
opposition to one another •..••. 

The thesis and antithesis emerge there:for•e for 

Marx as classes in oppositionu The contradiction 

ushers in a new thesis which in turn already contains 

in its womb, an antithesis, which negates the the sis, 

to usher in yet another synthesis. The process 

continues until there are no more antagonistic classes. 

M arxism therefore encourages us to see ·. reali ty as 

an unfolding spectrum, whose engine of motion is located 

. 13 See also· The Fundamentals·- ·of· M arxist-Lenini st- PhiJ.oirnrihy 
edited by .F. V. KonstéU1tÎnov, amonr;st several other mai 1xi~:;t 
writings .for further expressions of the same idea. 
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in the contradiction engendered by the unity of 

oppositesu ~èality is underst6od as a chain in m1 

ong;oing process of: been, being and becoming.u This 

is a M arxian legacy which largely helps in defining 

the . po~itical econ.omy- approach, By this we are ····· 

implying that M~rxism as such is not necessa.rily 

political economy, al though the latter borrows ver•y 

heavily f:rom the former. How is this? 

· f irst of all we must note t):iat this approach of 

political economy developed (and ind.eed is still 

developing) in the bid to understand non-inclustrialisecl 

social formations. M arxism happened to have been of 

·particular appeal to the se f ormerly colonised and exploited 

coi.mtries because of its emphasis on change and li.beration. 

14 
Karl Marx had opined, that philosophers had actually 

interpreted the wo.rld, but the point really is to chai113c 

it •.. 'l'.o. change it .meant to liberate ·man from oppression 

and exploitq.tion by rearrang.ing social reality. 

Inspite of its relevance to the peripher•y formations, 

however; M arxism yet had limite·d use; for it was itself 

a hist9rically specific product. Thus it could not e.nj oy 

universal application inspite of its scientificity. 

· M arxism was about capitalism and indeed the industrial 

revolution, and.the need for a revolution in Europe. 

The f ocus of Marx was theref cre not on the peripheral 

anct'precapitalist social formations, but on the 

industrialised, capi t alist Eur•ope. 

14see his "Theses on Feuerbach", page 3 0 in Marx c:1nd 
EhrreTs·: Selected Wo'r'l<:s, ·Prc.'l.;;rcss, 1968, 
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To be sure, Marx made the link between colonialisrn 

and capitalismo He forsaw the .international division 

of labour and the globalisation of capitalismu But 

this was not his thrust" He maintained a Eurocentricism, 

which remains a hallmark of orthodox Marxism. It is 

against this background tha·t the political eco1:omy 

approach emerged, focusing on the global character of 

capitalism and its .implication for pe:riphery formations. 

The. import of thio, :i.s that the polit ical e conomy approach 

developed, if you like, as a. variant o.f M arxism, 

accept ing i t s general conceptual framework and analy·t i cal 

tools. So precisely what are the basic tenets of this 

approaçh? 

helpful: 

In answer, we 
1 r.: -

f ind Claude Ake I s O surrunary 

1 ~ The political economy approach accepts the basic 

categories and basic m~thodological theoretical 

commitrne11ts of M arxist thought ~ to _tliis exten-t it 

ma.y be construed. as a variety of Marxism. 

2" 'J;'he approach is singularly interested in the natu1•e 

o.f capitalism as a gloLal phenomenon, the nature 

·15 

of the relation between centre and periphery, and 

the spe.cif ici tie s of periphery capi. talism e spe cially 

·as they illuminate the possibilities of the 

development of productive fqrces. Its development 

has been conditioned by the limitations of orthodox 

Marxism and Western social science metl1odol6gy as 

a whole in providing these forms of understancling. 

See pages 38-39', The Political E'con·omy o:f Crisis ,mcl 
Und·e1.,developrnent in· Afr'ica ~·· op ci"t. 

) 

"··· . 

., 
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3. Tendency to assume that impe.rialism has been and 

remains a decisive influence on the nature and 

the po·ssibilities of the peripheryo This tendency 

has led orthodox Marx'ists to accuse "political 

economi.sts" of neglecting the class struggle. 

4. Tendency to assume that reality is characterised by 

dynamism arising from the pervasive contradic-tions 

of material existence. This is an element from 

the legacy of Marx which the approach has singled 

out for special attention. 

5. Particular interest in the possibilities of 

development and assoc::iated with it, à pre.ference 

f oro development analysis of phenomena; a tendenèy 

to see reality as a process. 

6.; · .A commitment :to treat social life and material 

exist~nce in their relatedn~ss, and associat'ed with 

this, a rej,e,ction. of the discipline specialisation 
,. ,,. . 

. . 
and preference for interdisciplinary approach; but 

an interdisciplinary appr•oach which is concieved 

not as the simultaneous application of spe.cialisl.';d 

disciplines but rather the forgoing of synthetic 

discipline, a social science (on materialistic 

foundations) to replace the social sciences. 

7. Comrnitment to treating problems concretely rather 

than abstractly. This is often taken to the point 

of regarding scholarship as creative praxis, sometrüng 

to be guided by experience and reciprocally a guide 

to .sch9l'arship. It insists that the experience of 

·peI"iph~ry f.ormations be takei1 seriously on their 
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own terms, that they may be possibly new or unique 

realities not necessarily shadow imitations of 

things that have been elsewhere and which are to 

be understood by mechanically applying notions 

that might illuminate other historical situations. 

These essentially grasp the basic ingredients 

of the political economy approach. However the method 

may well be better illustrated through praxis. We 

therefore expect it to clarify as our argument unfolds. 

sUMMARY 
In this introductory section we have provided 

necessary information to help se~ this work in proper 

perspective. We have for instance stated What we 

intend to argue, why we consider it important, and what 

theoretical framework we are adopting. We have also 

given a general idea of our order of presentation, and 

hence the overall sequence of the one argument that we 

are making. We now proceed to chapter two • 

. · i 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

INTRODUCTION 

First, what is the essehce of this chapter? It is 

ta show_ from available literature some ear lier works that 

have been done .in our area of interest. The idea partly 

is ta see the earlier works on which we build a~d also 

that our contribution can stand out in clear relief. 

But which is this area of research that we are 

concerned. with? Basically the interest is in the 

survival and expansion of social capital - how this is 

ensured in spite of the self-contradictory manner in 

which capitalism must exist. Of necessity, there are 

the c~ntradictions between particular capirals, and the 

contradictions between particuiar capitals and social 

capital each of these contradictions tending ta negate 

the mode of production by engendering conditions which 

tend ta hinder the val0:rization processo And by that 

very fact the extended reproduction of social. capital. 

It is the mediation of these negative trends; 'the restraint 

of selfis~ particulars that ensures the survival of the 

collective. 

Once the question is posed thus, in more general 

terms, as .10iie-) that is about ensuring the survival and ·~~---·--

thriving of the collective interest over particular 

interest~, it becomes obvious that we are really in a 

very farniliar terrain in political 

of the state·, ·especially the capitalist state, for it is 

under capitalism that the culture of selfishness is most 

pro nounc ed. Here it infact defines every action of 
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particular capitals. The result is an ever continuous 

collision, hindering each other and hindering social 

capital .. 

The.problam to be addressed then is: how is this 

condition of pErpetual and pervasive conflict in 

capitalist society ameliorated when each functions solely 

to achieve i t s self i sh a.iras? Or more precisely for this 

section: Who are some of those who have addressed this 

kind of problem, and what did they ~ave to say? It is 

the answer to the latter question that we shall find in 

this chapter. 

And going by the way the problem has been formulated 

and the terms by which it is expressed, it is fairly 

obvious that we must look in the direction of the marxist 

·tradition for. aniswers to the question we are attempting 

to answer. To be sure, we are not embarking on an 

indiscriminate·., regurgitation of marxist writings; in 

any case such an exercise would be both meaningless and 

distracting. We would rather confine ourselves to those 

writings which shed light specifically on the amelioration 

of the necessary contradictions of the capitalist mode. 

It is to the~e, much of which have to do with the state, 

that we now turn. 

MARXISM, THE STATE AND SOCIAL CAPITAL 

First we must note that · Marx did not develop a 

coherent theory of the state. Much of his thought-:'~~; 

t·ègatdiytg the· -'s:tate -,~~!~~-' distilled from his critiques 

of Hegel; theory of society, and indeed his analyses 

of part:tcular historical situations. E xa m p 1 e s a r e th e 
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1848 Revolution in France and Louis Napoleon's 

dictatorship, o·r the 1871 Paris Commune. But these, 

in addition to Engels',~ Origin of the Family, 

Private Property and, the Stat~ n and Lenin's The 

The State and Revolution provide the fundamentals 

from which later marxist scholars have drawn, quite 

often(jending up with different interpretationso 

some common grounds (~àboundo 

Still 

One, that, for Marx, the material conditions of 

society constitute the basis for its social structure 

and also shapes human consciousnessQ And two, that the 

_State, a social structure emerging from the relations 
. 

in production is à political expression of the cL ss 

structure in the. production a.rena o so· that the state 

does not repres,ent the common good as Hegel and the 

' . l 
contractarians, would have us believeo Marx fo llo wed 

a logic which 'w.as bo.und to reject this "common good" 

sta te. A 
. . 2 

s Martin _Carnoy put it 

Once he came to bis formulation of 

capitalist society as a class society 

c;lominated by the bourgeoisie, it 

necessarily followed that the state 

is the political expression of that 

dominance. Indeed the state is an 

essential means of class domination 

in capitalist societyo It is not abbve 

:: l h" f h . 1 h . , ., By t is ;'!f/,e· r.~. er to t e socia. contract t eorists, 
including Hobbes, Locke Rousseau etc. They and Hegel, 
held the, view that the state represents the social 
collectivity, the social wholeo 

2 ·0 

See, The State and Political Theory, Princeton University 
Pr e s s , N ~ w Je r s y, 1 9 8 4 , P o 4 7 • 
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class struggles but deeply engaged 

in them. Its intervention in the 

struggle is crucial, and the 

intervention is conditioned by the 

essential character of the state as 

a mean·s ocof class domination. 

This notion of the state cornes out most clearly 

in the German Ideolou, which Marx authored with Engelsa 

According· ta them, the state arises out of the 

contradiction between individual and communal interests, 

sec ur ing private property. :rn ±~ei~ words ·- it is 

infact ::tk"through the emancipation of private property 

from· the community (that), the state ha s become :É:a 

se.perate entity, beside and outside civil society; but 

it is nothing more than the form of organization which 

the bou~geoisie nec~ssarily ad6pts bath for internal 

and external purposes, for the mutual guarantee of 

their property and interests 113 • In one wo r d, the s ta te 

arises ta mediate the contradictions between· social 

and part_icular istic interests. 

Eng~ls was ta further develop and clarify this view 

of the state in The Origin of the Familyz..__.!rivate 

Property and the St~o Here he argues that the capitalist 

state developed in response ta the need ta mediate class 

conflicts, maintaining order, sa that economic dominance 

of the bourgeoisie is perpetually being re-produced. 

Al so, in '--hfrs, '-word s, 

3 
Marx a,nd Ep.,gel s, The German Ideology, Progress. 

Pub i.shers, Moscow, i964, P.78. 
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The State is ••• by no means a power 

imposed on society from without, 

ju.st a'S little is it uthe reality of 

the moral idea", 11 the image of the 

reality of reasnn, 11 as Hegel maintains. 

Rather, it is a product of society. at 

a particular stage of development; it 

i s the admission t ha t th i s soc i et y ha s 

involved itself in insoluble self-

con t r ad i c t ion and i s c 1 e f t in t o ir r e c o n -

ciliable antagonisms which it is powerless 

to exorcise. But in order that these 

antagonisms, classes wi th conf 1 ic t ing 
no t -··-· _____ 

s ha 11 / c o n s um e ,: -·. - '-----~;; 
e c o nom i c in t e r e s t s, 

th em se 1 v e s a n·d soc i e t y in a fruit 1 e s s 

struggle, a power, apparently standing 

above society, has become necessary to 

moderate the conflict and keep it within 

the bo.unds of 11order"; and this power arisen. 

out of society, but placing itself above 

it and increasingly alienating itself from· 

· i t , i s th e s ta t e o •• 

As the state arase from the need to keep 

class antagonisms in chec.k, but also arase 

in the thick of the fight between the 

classes, it is normally the state of the 

most powerful, economically ruling class, 

'which by its means becomes also the 

p·olitically ruling class, and so acquires 

ne·w m:'ea n s of holding do wn and exploit ing 
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the oppressed class. The ancient state 

was above all, the state of 'the slave 

owners for holding down the slaves, 

-'ju:st. as the feudal state was the organ 

; -~ 
of the nobility for holding down the 1', 

peasant serfs and bondsmen, and the 

modern representative state is the 

instrumant for exploiting wage labour 

b y cap i ta 1 
4 

0 

So that the state emerges then in capital ïst soc iety 

as one to ameliorate necessary contradictions of· the 

.system; and one which serves the interest of the 

bourgeoisie, a group that 11has at last, since the 

establishment of Modern Industry and of the world market 

conquered for i,tself, in the modern representative 

state, exclusive swayo The executive of the modern 

state is but a committee for managing the common affairs 

of the whol.e bourgeoisie"j 
• 

This statement can easily be cnnstrued to mean that 

Marx and Engels regarded the state as a crude instrument 

in the ha.nds of the bourgeoisie. Bu t th i s i s a n 

ù.nderstanding which many marxists would regard as 1.n-

6 
correct, 

that 

Draper, for instance states categ~rically, 

4 
Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and 

the State, International Publishets, New York, 1968, 
P.155, 156-7. 

5 ' ,·., 
See Marx and En.gels, the Com.munist Manifesta Appleton-

Century-:-Crofts, New York, 1955, Poll-120 

6c.Ake in his ma.nus.cript, The State as A C'apitalist 
Phenomenon~ even goes as far as arguing that it is 
precisely, ~ecause the state is not an instrument in the 
harids of the bourgoisie that it serves the course of capital. 
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"Marx and Engels did not make the 

state out to be merely an extrus~on 

of the ruling class, its tool; puppet 

or reflection in some simplistic, 

passive sen se,.... Rather. the state 

arises from and expresses a real overall 

need for the organisation of society - a 

need which exists no matter what is the 

particular class structµre. But as long 

as there is a ruling class in socio­

economic relations, it will utilize -this 

need to shape and control the state· 

a 1 o ng i t s o wn c 1 a s s 1 in e s "
7 

• 

The import of this is that the sta t.e · 

enjoys autonomy, which 1.s- even more pronounced 1.n some 

peculiar circumstances as Marx shows regardi_ng Louis 

Napoleon Bonaparte's mempire (1852-1870). Marx uses 

this case to illustrate that the state itself rules 

when no class has xenough power to control it, so much 

so that even the bourgeoisie uconfesses that its own 

interests dictate that it should be delivered from the 

danger of its own rule; that 1.n order ta restore 

tranqùility in the country, its bourgeois parliament must 

f ir s t of a 1 1 be g i v -an i t s quietus; that in order to 

preserve its social power in.tact, its political power 

8 
must be broken" • 

----------------- L 
7 

Se~ H. D:i;a-.peF,· Karl Marx' s Theory of Revolution vol .1, 
~ate and Burea4cracy, New York Monthly Review Press, 

-:.'397."'l, P.319. 

8 
Marx .and Enge.J,s, Càllected Works, London, Lawrence and 

-Wishart 1979.' 
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According -to Carnoy, Marx and Engels seem to have 

del ineated two lev el s of state autonomy. 

In the first-the "mormal" condition_, 

the state bureaucracy has some autonomy 

from the bourgeoisie because-------------

of the conflicts among individual 

capitale (requiring an independent 

bureau~racy that can actas an executor 

for the capitalist classas a whole). 

Thus in the normal status of the 

bourgeois state, the bourgeoisie assigns 

the task of manag1.ng the political affairs 

of the society to a bureaucracy (which is 

not the bourgeoisie or individual capitals), 

bllt that bureaucracy - in contradistinction 

to éarlier social formations-is subordinated 

to .bourgeois society and bourgeois 

~ro4uction.--- ••• The second level of autonomy 

is achieved when the class struggle is 

!'frozen" by the inability of any class to 

exhibit its pciwer over the 
\,9 

s ta te · .• 
,) 

The point being made is that under bourgeois rule, 

the state is seperated from the bourgeoisie. Or more 

precisely, there is a seperation of economic domination 

from political functions. Marx gives reasons for this. 

One, is the class struggle which compels the bourgeoisie 

to sacrificè political rulership- in order to safeguard 

--:::--~~~~~~~~-~~-~~ 

9
Martin Carnoy, Tae, State and Political ••••, PoSL~-55. 

,J, 
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its economic interests. This it does by avoiding that 

1'.dangerous turn that transforms every struggle against 

the state power into a struggle against capital .,lO. 

Two, the ~apital relation which does not require the 

intervention of state force for its reproduction, once 

it is established. This la.tter rea son infact marks 

out capitalism, qualitatively from precapitalist 

soc:i.eties, and the f·ormative period of capitalism. These 

require force for domination to be maintained. But under 

capitalism, the scenario is distinctly different for 

the 1 a w o f va 1 u e o p e ra t e s o b j e c t i v e 1 y, r e p r o d u c i ng th e 

co.nditions and social relations of production without 

the in t erv en t ion of for ce. Thus, the bourgeoisie can 

afford io renounce political rule and yet not 

property rul.e,. 

prejudice 

But how corne the bourgeoisie while seperated ftom 

politicaL:power·, i.s yet able to subject thé state to 

its interest? First, we must note that this class 

a 
interest is not guaranteed inLstraight forwar.d manner. 

It is rather done through the suffrage which hurls all 

the classes into the political stage and forces them 

tp compete directly on it. Th i s i s ho w th e c 1 a s s 

struggle manages to be confined to the surface of 

bourgeots society, ifippeariog.:to:everyone~only é\S .. a._ 

political one. This is the case in bourgeois republ ic s, 

which correspond to the competitive stage of capitalism; 

as opposed to the phase of primitive accumulation when 

force was applied to control wages and seperate producers 

10 
Marx and Eng'els, Selected Works, Foreign Languages 

Publishing House, Moscow, 1962, P287. 
' 
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from their means of production. 

A later stage of capitalism was however yet added to 

the 1 ist of phases of capital ism o This was based on 

the theory of 'state L (monopoly' capitalism developed 

principally by Lenin
11

, 1.n response to changes in the 

s t ru c tu r e o f c à p i ta 1 i sm a s i t d e v e 1 o p e d • The ma 1.n 

argument was that in this la ter stage of capital ism 

there is a fusion of the state and financial and 

industr ial capital, leading to an extraordinary 

strengthèning of state machinery, which is followed by 

the intensification of working class repression at home 

-and imperial ism abroad. 

This Leninist theory of the state, the 'state-

monop dy thesis:.!~, was to form the basis of the revived 

debate cin the.·marxist th_eory of statetl especially in 

the face of very signif icant. developments in the West_, 

such as _the extension of democr.atic liberties, economic 

rights and_gene-ral decline in the militancy of working 

class organisations. It was in the attempt to under stand. 

and explain these developments that Gramsci developed 

his theory of state. He st~rted out by critiquing the 

reductionism .of the state monopoly thesis, which reduced 

the state to the ruling class, linking all developments 

in the superstructure to the changes in the structure. 

Gramsci argued that. the superstructure had a life 

of its own developed according to its own ··la ws, 

·_11. 
"'see Lenin, V'~ I. The State and Revolution, Peking;· 

Foreign Lanaguages Press, 1965; especially pages 38 and 45. 
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sep~rate from the structure. This is what led him to 

speak of a "sciences of the political". 

He al so spoke of the "relative autonomy of the pol itical ", 

by which he meant that the structure and superstructure 

a r e no t d ire c t 1 Y, rlrj~irf~~t_:~~~---}iih-;;r __ s~~~àFeci(~~:~:a; hridge, 
-- - . - --- . ---::-c-·--,--,.: 

11civil society", belinging to neither structure nor 

superstructure and which played 

the reproduction of 'both levels 0 

signif icant rol es in 

It was·against this background that he distinguished 

between two forms of rule, namely, domination and 

hegemony. Domination, accord ing ta h im, was rule 

an.d 'hegemony' rule by willing consent of thè rule.d. 

For Gramsci, the state and its organs constitute the 

arena of domination and force, while 'civil society' 

constitutes the areria of hegemmy and consent. 

His thesis is that bourgeois rule is based on 

hegemony,. ·rather than coercion. And that this is made 

p o s s i b 1 e t h r ou g h the c i v i 1 so c i e t y c o n s t i tu t e d ma in 1 y o f 

private organisations the press, the church,. schools, 

pol itical parties, trade unions, etc,- which are conditioned by 
bourgetYS ·political and civic fr0.erloms. Tht~se, 

Lim turn, inform and mould the world view of the dominated 

along bourgeois lines. Part of the consequence is the 

peaceful reproduction of the capital ist order. Bourgeois 

domination is thus '._ensured but through subtle means, 

)Jlurring consciousness aritagonistic to the bourgeois 

ord er. 

We see by the se contributions .how the necessary 

contradictions of ·capitalism, which otherwise would have 

negated the system, are ameliorated enough to ensure the 
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sùrvival of so·cial capital quite oftnn through the 

mediation of political structures including the stateo 

But the linkage between the contradictions endemic 1n 

capitalism and the state is !11ost visibly seen 1n the 

contributions to the German debate regarding the state. 

The contributors infact deal 1n 1our' precise terms 

of the co nt rad i c t io n s b et w e en par t i c u 1 a r c a p i ta 1 s, and 

bètween particular capitals· and social capital. 

Following the debate two main approaches distill out most 

cl earl y. One beginning from the fact that capital 

exists only as individual or particular capital s, this 

fir.st school of theorists focus on the question, how is 

the reproduction of total social capital ensured? And 

the conclusion, they reach is that it is only as a 

r.esult of the existence of "an autonamised state standing 

above the fray that the soc:Î:al relations of an otherwise 

anarch'ic ,society is reproduced, and the general interest 

of total soc ia _l cap i ta 1 
12· 

thus established" • 

Muller and Neususs ., for instance, f·ollo_wing Marx, 

deducelil: the state from the self-destructive nature of 

capitalist society. The c o nt en t i o n i s t ha t c a p i ta 1 ( 

w~th "its unrestrainable passion, its werewolf hunger 

. \3 
for sur,plus labour would destroy itself, by destroy~ng 

the labour power of workers, except for (Jstate intervention. 

The state, acting in the ·interest of capital 1n general 

protects the workers. The state is constituted as a 

werfare state whose activity derives from the incapability 

o~ individual capit~ls to ensure the ~eproduction · 

12 
See Holloway and Piccioto (ed), State a~apital: A 

Marxist Debate, Edward Arnold, London, P .. 19. 

13
see KarL Marx_, Capital, vol.l, p.252. 
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of labour power • 

2P 

The thesis of Elmar Altvater is similar ta that 

of Muller and xNeususs. He also derives the state from 

the inability of capital, existing as antagonistic 

particular· capital s, ta reproduce its collective social 

existence. Capital th~n requires the s ta te 1. n or d e r t ha t 

needed 
the · .... reproduction can be made, possibleo It r e qu ires a 

state, an organ which does not suffer the same limitations 

as individual capitals ta do this, for this is the only 

way :to /see to. th~ sur:v.iv'al- o..f:l, ;_ ,.- general capital. The 

state thus makes up for th.e inadequacies of individual 

éap.itals in providing for their viable colleètive existence. 

In making this pro.vision, the:x;state, according ta Altvater, 

has ta pèrform four basic functionso These are: 

1. the provisio.n of general material conditions 

of production ( 'infra s tru et~ re' ) ; 

2. e·stabl·ishing and guaranteeing general legalJ relations, 
relatirrnshi.ps nf 

relations, through which the/legal suhje·cts 1.n 

capital ist society are performed; 

3. the regulation of the conflict betweenwwage 

. Ja.bour and capital, and if necessary the 

political repression of the working class, not 

only by means of law but also by the poli~e and 

army; 

4. safeguarding the ex{stence and expansion of 

total nation~l capital on the capitalist world 

15 
market • 

14 
See the ;fulle~ expression of this position 1.n Hall way 

and Piccioto (ed), op cit, pp. 32-39. 

15 ' ' 
Elmar AlJtrater, "Sorne Problem.s of State ilnterventionism 

1.n ~olloway and Pi_ccioto (ed), StaE_E:_2:_~ou• p.42. 
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In their contribution, Blanke, JUr.gens and 

kastendiek, followii:J.g the same approach as Altvater, 

start from ·the fragmentation of social production, 

into commodity production which is carried o_ut by 

individual producers. From here, they then proceed to 

derive the form and function of the state "from the 

need to regulate the relations between commodity 

producers by means of law and money. Regulation by 

these means is necessary to maintain relations of 

exchange between commodity producers and this regulation L 

can corne only from a body standing outside the relations 

of commod i ty pro duc t ion 113:-
6

• 

Critics however find three strong obje·ctions against 

th i s a ppr o a ch • These are worth stating; 

a) Th-at the state· cames into be.ing to satisfy the needs 

of general capital attributes to it a knowledge 

which it ~annot have. 

b) That not much is said- about the state as a modality 

of relations of repression and legitimation existing 

between the working class and the state. 

c) That .this approach is ahistorical. And thi~ is 

so because· the engine of motion of capitalist 

development l.S not concretely located 1.n the class 

struggle. 

The second line of ap~roach, 1.n the debate 1s 

represerited principally by Joachim Hirsch, ·a major 

critic of. thë former. He starts from the basic structure 

---
16 S ee Ho 11 o wa y and Pic c io t o . ( ed ) , The State ••• (~p.cit) 
p.20. 
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of capitalist society but focuses on the nature of 

capital relati~n, pr~cisely the xtrelation of the 

exploitation o~ labour by capital. The argument of 

Hir sch is that the form of the state must be derived 

from the ~ature of social relations of domination 

in society. For Hirsch what constitutes the dy_namic 

force behind the development of the accumulation process, 

and by his argument·the development of the state itself 

is the contradiction inherent in a'ccumulation. The 

tendency of the rate of profit to fall and the counter-

tendencies which this engenders emerge as the key ta 

tbe understanding of the development of the stai:ec 

Hirsch sees the tendency of the rate of profit to fall 

as what .impo.ses upon capital ism, the need to · constantly 

reorganize its r·elations of production. 

As he sa y s: 

The ,mobilization of counter-tendencies 

'means. in practice the reorganization of 

an historical complex of general social 

conditions of production and relations of 

exploitation in a process which can proceed 

~nly in a crisis-ridden manner. Thus. the 

real course of the necessarily crisis--ridden 

process of accumulation and developmant of 

capitalist so~iety decisively depends on 

whether and in what manner the necessary 

re-organization of the conditions of production 

a'nd rela'tions of exploitation succeeds. 

This 1s essentia1ly affected by the actions 
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of the competing individual capitals 

and by the outcome of class conflict 

o n an inter na t io na i 
17 

sca 1 e. 

This analysis by, Hirsch which starts from the antagonistic 

relation between capital and labour in the accumulation 

process, is proba·bly the clo sest we have to · a .truly 

historical and niaterialist analysis of the state, so 

far. But for our purpose however, what is of greater 

interest is that the works summarised here deal with 

the_ question of how capitalism survives in spite of its 

self-destructive nature. But this same question is 

·p;:·,~·cisely what constitutes the core of the thesis we 

wish to advance. Ho w thE:.n do we ' -diff er? Wha t new 

thing are we going to add? . 

.Po in t o f D e p a tu r e 

First, le't us state that what we intend to do in 

this work, is in a way, similar to the analyses we 

have summarised. It i s s im i 1 a r in t h e sen s e t ha t i t i s 

concern.ed with how social capital survives ihspite of 

the contradictory and self-neg_ating nature of capitalism. 

But i t i s d if f e r en t t o the ex t en t t ha t r a the r t ha n 1 o o k 

squarely at the state for an explanation; it looks 

through the state to understand the character of the 

benef .fetors of the capitalist system: the bourgeoisie. 

It places the ,a.nus of the surv ival of the capital ist 

system not necessarily on the state, but on the bourgeoisie, 

th'?ir ability to exercise some discipline inspite of 

the intrinsic selfishness. of capitalists, so that social 

capital can t·hrive. It realizes and admits thél:t particular 

capital s are selfish; but it does not stop there; it 

17 
See "The state Arparatus and 
and Picaoto (ed), State ~nrl 

so cL, l f<.epror:iuct ion" 
Op cit, P. 74 .. 
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looks beyound the mask of capital, ta the wills behind 

it, the bourgeoisie. It is their exercise of restraint 

enough to ensure the survival and expansion of social 

capita;J.. that is subject of' . ~ na 1 y s i s h e r e • 

Through the state, rtiles could b~ made in the 

interest of social capital; but it ta.kes discipline, on 

the part of the bourgeoisie, and a level of rationality 

t o r e s t ra in t h e ir se 1 f i s h ne s s a n d b e su b j e c t t o th o s e 

rules. In any case, because the work focuses at the 

bourgeoisie', and not just at the state, it locates 

elements nec·essary for the survival and expansion of 

soc ia 1 c a p i ta 1 e v en ou t s id e th e a r en a o f the s ta t e • I t 

is able to do sa because it takes seriously the circuit 

of industrial capital, and thus does not confine itself 

to. the arena,:.of: production, but rather includes circulation, 

as well. Surely the -immanent contradictions in the 

capitalist mode nece~sarily relate ta the state, but ùot 

exclusively ·so. · Because of the character of particula~ 

capitals, these contradictions can be seen all through 

the locus that capital must trace in its cycle of self-

augment at:1-<;>n• It is this that call forth correspondingly 

the restraint of the bourg eo i s i e , within or outside the 

sta te ar ena, for the sake of the surv iva l and expanded 

r e pro duc t ion of SOC ia 1 cap i ta 1. This restraint tha t must 

be exercised by the bourgeoisie in the inter est of SOC ia 1 

capital is what we are calling bourgeois rationality. 

r:.· 
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SUMMARY 

What we have done in this chapter is to recount 

briefly, some works which have been done in the area 

of our interest. i.e. works relating to the survival 

of socîal. capital inspite of the inherent contradictions 

o f c a p i ta 1 i sm • 

In doing this we found the works of Marx, ~ngels, 

Lenin, Gramsci, and the German school on the state most 

u sef ul. These partly form the theoretical foundations 

on which· we build. 

We now turn to defining our major concept that 

of bourgeois rationality, but not before we have traced 

the emergence of capitalism, the substratum from which 

the concept springs and rests. 
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CHAPTER 'S:UMREE 

THE EMI;ffi ENCE Of CAPITALIS'1 

I o . "INTRODUCTION 

-The relevance of this chapter lies in the 

establishment of t~e relationship between capitalism 

and the main concept of this work - bourgeois 

rationalityw The concept derives from the character 

of the. capitalist mode of production. · This mode 

therefore, has to be clearly understood. In doing 

this, it would be important to trace the classical 

historical path that led toits emergence. This is 

·sig;nificant in enabling us understand why the Nigerian 

case is peculiar. For the path to capi talism in this 

case was · decisive ly different; a short-circuit. To 

appre ciate this properly, we have to trace the sa lient 

events that led to the emergence · of capi talism in the 
Il . 

West: from ··1:Jsurers and merchant capital, up to the 

emergence of industrial capital itself. Having done 

this, the relevant and basic charç1.cteristics of the mode 

of production should then be easily deciphered; especially 

those that ne ces sitate bourgeois riationali ty. 

II o • EARLY F ORM S OF CAPITAL 

All civilisations have been built on surplus 

product' the basis of which is actually agricultur'al 

surplus product w Society must pro duce beyond subsistence 

before it e.ngages in other activities that build 

civilisations;· craft, irtdustry, art, science, et cetera. 
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Specifically, agricultural products appear in three 

. different ways·: as surplus product in the· f orrn of 

labour se;vices, usé-values or money" 

1 
In Western Europe of the Middle Ages., village 

land w.as often divided into three parts. One part 

was to serve the needs of the peasants who cul tivated 

them; another was exploited directly by means or the 

unpaid labour services· of peasants; and then the 

. third part was reserved as common lands·, meadows, woods, 

wastes and so on, owned by all in common. The peasant 

çiivides his working week between his fields. and that. 

of the lor'd. The · former necessary labour, the latter 

surplu~ labour. But alongside. surplus produc·t supplied 

in the :form. of unpi=1.id worJc, t1h:ir~w sometimes uppeared 

also surplus ,product paid in kind. 

And as long as_agricult~ral surplus product was 

in kind, trad~, money and capital ex:i,.sted "only in th~ 

pores of a natural economy"; ·· There was -hardly any 

need for the market; basically people consumed what 

·they produced. This situation changed however, with 

the introduction of money rent_. This fcirced the · 

peasant to se11· in the market in order that he may 

pay his rent.. At this point, a transition is made from 

a closed n8tural. economy towards a mone:y economy •· 

Money, in turn made possible the acquisition of an 

1This was basically the golden age of feudalism, when 
productive and other social activities where organised 
acco~ding to feudalistic ethos. 
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-in;finite range. of treasures by the exploiting class. 

However, t.he acquired goods consti tuted nothing but 
. 2 

hoardeà use-value , rnere luxury and waste. Unproduc-

tive consurnption. Nevertheless the rnoney that the 

possessiDg class wasted on extravagance ended up 

concentrated in the hands of usurers and rnerchant s. 

As a matter of f act, capital was first to emerge ,::.· 

ùsurer 0 s- capital. With the development of a big 

money sector, lending money became the main source of 

profit. But as the rnoney economy became more and more 

wicte·spre ad, u.sure·r' s capital retrea·ted givinp~ priominen ce 

to trade as a source of profit. We witness the emergence 
• 3 

of a merchant class • Now notice that the emergence of 

this class ·in the midst of a basically natural economy, 

presupose.s primitive accumulation of money capital. 

The two main sources were piracy and briganclar;e. Of 

course, the se .were .in addition to thé appropr•iation 

of agricultural surplus products. Besides, to effectively 

realise profits at the expense of the purchaser'S the 

traders ensured that they created monopolies for themselves 

at bath.the selling and buying ends. The expansion 

of trade from about the 11th century 

2This contrasts with exchange value ie. value meant 
for exchang~, as opposed to use-value, which is value 
meant for use. 
m 

3see the masterly Studies in the Development of 
CapitaliSJll, Routledge and Paul, London,. 1963 by 

·Maurice Dobb. ·· 
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in Western Europe speeded up the development oI a 

money economy which was however ·later to suffer 

severe .ha:ndicaps, such as shortage of coins. This 

was partly the resült of the general economic decline 

accompanying the Hundred Years W ar4 
Q Old mines were 

reopened and new ohes sought for but not to rnuch av ail. 

There were also the limitations generated ·by 

monopolies. These grossly stifled the money economy 

until some rather unexpected successes, like the dis­

covery of America, the circumnavigation of Africa, the 

plundering of Mexico and Periu, the establishment of 

sea links with In dia, China, Indone si.a and J apan" The 

result was a commercial revolution which created a 

world market. And again like the p-r'imitive accurnula·ti.on 

qf !Ilerchant capital~ conunercial capital was first 

accumulated through brigandage and piracy. In f act, it 

is even difficult.not to group the ensuing trade as 

primitive accu~ulation as well, judging by the kincis 

of fantastic profit made. 

Let us illustrate with a short table of the 

purchase and selling prices of the French East India 

Company in 16 91 5 

4Thes~ were a series of wars fought intermittently 
between England and France from 1337-11~53. 

5see Ernest Mandel, · M a:rxist E'~onomic The or·',~, vol. l, 
Translated by Brian Pearce, l'1 ont hly Review Pr-es s, 
New York, 1962, p.109. 
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White cotton cloth 

and mushin 

Silks 

Pepper(100,000 16) 

Raw Silk 

Salt petre 

Co·t·ton thriead 

1. 

Total·, including some 

smaller items. 

Purcliase Pr•ice 
f. 

327,000 

32,080 

27,000 

58,000 

3,000 

9,000 

4-87 ,ooo 

38 

Selling Price 
f. 

1,267,000 

97,000 

101,000 

111,000 

45·,000 

28 ,ooo 

1,700,000 

What you have is a profit rate of about 250~00 

p~rcent. With such gains it is not curprising that 

colo,nial trade vigorously in~reased
6

, 3.Ild with it also 

the setting up of monopolies to further maximise profit. 

Furthermore, to the trade in articles was to be adcleù 

trade in men; slave trade •. All the se further · beefed 

up profit. luring all · privileged classes to partake in 
' 

the I gold rairi.' resulting from the plundering of the 

colonies. Worthy of mention arnong the partakers in tl1is. 

plunder was the philosopher John Locke, who al.ongside 

the Duke of New York and the Earl of Shaftesbur•y wer·c~ 

partners in ·the New Royal Afric,-m Company engaged i 

slave .traffic up to 16.98" 

III. DOMESTIC INDUSTRY AND M ANUf ACTURE 

Basically, ·however, internation'al tr•ade 

remained one in luxury items, although ·government orders 

and the ·gTowing· · needs of the ·well-to-do classes 

.stimulat!=·d the production of non-agr{cultural comrnodities. 
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So that along side colonial trade, tracte in craft an .. 1 

manuf actured g"Oods was also becoming more extensive. 

But in spi te of this extension, production in Weste é'D 

Europe remained basically petty commodity production. 

M aster craftsmen working with a few j ourneymen, 

produced corrunodi tie s that were sold to the public at 
. 1' 

prices fixed in àdvance. 

development start? 

But when and how did. this 

To answer this· question we mus-t retreat slightly · 

to the age pre ceedi.ng capi talism, feudalism. To be 

sure, this was a period when social, political and 

e oonomic lif e was basically that of the man or, est ate 

o.wned and contriolled by a lord, but worked by serf El, 

dependant s of the lord, who in -turn off ered tliem 

protection. Payment or tribute was basically ir1 the 

form of "week-work", (number of dâ.ys in which the ~:;cd·s 

worked for the lord) or in. kind :. product s. 

The demise of feudalism saw the gradual ascend~ncy 

of payinent in ·purely monetary terms. The sien if i cari ce 

of this development was that the production _of use­

value, ie. value not for ex change but for dire et 

consumptioh, a defining characteristic of the feudal 

_age, was beginning to give way as a primary concern. 

The thirst for money drave the lords to force the 

serfs to ·.increase production ... _ The ·inc:ceased ·explo:;..tation 

· '.of the serfs at this time led to their fleeing the manors 

for the towns. This is not ·the only proc·ess by which 

labour necessary for the domestic industry was released. 

Trade was another ·factor: for the serfs to escape from 

the manor meant they could find· employment elsewhere. 
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Wh~t is imJ?GX'i.::~ni;; i;;o no-t;,g ho..;'.l;'e ip that hy the in t·e:r.r,L;ty 

of the se forces, free labour griavitated towards t:he 

towns" 

In the towns, denizens, inhabi tant s f ormed 

themselve·s into cr,af·t guild s, specialising in the 

production of a type of cornmodity or the otheru, The 

unit of the guild was the cell, which included a 

mas·ter cr2ftsman, apprentices and journeymen. 

Jou:r.neymen Wère apprentic(as who had graduated but 

could not yr1t set_ up on theiri own ow~ng to th<= st:r.:i.,.;,;t 

regulations of the guild system, which, also fixed 

p~ices of goods for sale usually to merchants •. 

Now the influx of serfs into the -1::owns increasecl 

craftsmen within guilds, and swelled the rank of 

j ourneyrnen in parti cular. Wi thout a corre s,::ion,.~_ing 

extension of the market, the re sul·t was the ex ace rbat ·. on 

Cintensifipation) of protectionist policies, especially 

thé arbitrary fixation of high prices. Of course, this 

did not go down well with the rnerchant s, who wer1e 

concerned with buying cheap, so as to make more profit. 

Their re~ction here is deriisive in the process o~ the 

development ·of capitalism" 

T.he dilemrna: the y f aced in wanting to beat the 

monopoly of the guild system, and imposing some 

·. control over the produce-rs led to their beginning· the 

verlags system or putting-out system of advancing raw 

materials to craftmen to produce in the country, 

Out side the .fetters of the guild system· of· the towns" 

1,. 
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' 'I .. 

Here we begin to witness the sphere of production 

being taken over by capital as expre ssed in the. 

control of prioducers thriough domestic industry. 

The domestic industry_ · was however yet to 

create· its own contradictions which urged it s 

tr.anscendance. Merch2mts· were soon to complain of 

the "laziness" of countryside producers resulting 

in slow pace of work. They also complained of 

.loss of raw materials, purportedly- used by the producers 

to suppl'ement inadequate wages. It was the need for 

· greater. cdntrol ove:ri producers and mate·rinlr:J ·that _wa~ 

to give bi;r.th to mamüacturie; an advance over domr:H;l:ic 

industry. Manufacture entailed the assemblage of 

workers under one roof with means of production a~d 

.raw materials advanced to thern. 

This new system was efficient in several ways. 

One, cost of maintaining middlemen who distr:~::.·,uted 1:·aw 

materials to and collected .finished products fr~,m thE~ 

producers was saved; Two, J..oss of raw materials was 

m:Î.nimised. Three, thë possibility of squarely controlling 

and supepvising production. was· enhanced. Four, higher 

level of division of labour and consequent incre~se in 

productivity became possible" The industrial revolution 

was to consolidate these advances" But from whence. 

came the enormous requirements of capital and. :.a.bour 

necessary for this revolution on a scale that causec~ 

the greatest social transformation in the world s::.nce 

ancient times, ca.sting the rnould of the modern world, 
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the capitalist .age? This question becom.es even mr;ï'.'e 

pertinent '.yhen. we r>ealise like Marx that: 

·In themselves money and commodities are no 

more capital than ar·e the means of production 

and of subsistenceu They want transforming 

into capitaL But this.transformation itself 

can only take place under certain circumstances 

that centre in this, viz: that two diffen:o:nt 

kinds of commodity - possesso:r;is must come 

face to face and into contact; ôl1 the one hand, 

the owners of money, me ans of produci:ion, me ans 

of subsistence, who ar~ ·eager te increase the 

sum of. values they possess, by buying otl:er 

·people' s labour-power; on the other hand free 

labou.rer:s ,,
1 
the sellers o.f their own labour power, 

and therefore the sellers of labour. Free 

labourers, in ~he double sense that neither they 

themselves form part aJ1d parcel of the rneans of 

of production, as in the case of slaves, bon<:sm~n, 

etc. , nor do the means of product::..on beiong ·to 

them, as in case of peasant-proprietors; they . . 

are therefore, free from, unencumbered by any 

means of production of their owno "uThe pr,ocess 

therefore, that clears the way for the ·capitalist 

system, can be none other than the pro ce ss 

which takes away from the labourer the posses,sion 

o_f his means of production; a process that 

tranf.lf..o.:nns on the one har1d, the social means of 
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subsistence and of production into 

capital, on the- other the imrnediate 

7 
producers into wage-labourers" 

IV · .. CREATION OF THE MODERN' PROLETARIAT 

43 

. ~ 

The fr~e labour· that saw through the· 

industrial revolution was the agricultural popul.ation 

separated from land_; through primitive accumulatiorÎ, . 
• 1 

which in . this particular case refers ·to the historical . 

process of separating the producer from the mear1s of 

production~ This process riddled with reckless 

èoerciôn and bloodshed included -the spoilation of 

the . ahy.rich' a properity, the frimu.ctulent aliena.t:i.on of· 

the ·state demains, the robbery of common la.ri.ds, the 

usurpation 'of feudal and clan property, and its 

transformation into private property under circums·tance_s 

f 
. 8. 

o terrorism. Let us look br•ief ly at some of the se 

·methods a11d how they occurred in Englari.d; but not 

.· _before sketching the background against which they 

-happened •. 

By ·the end of the 14th cèntury, ser•fdom .had 

.. ··bç;ts:Ï..oally diea.p)?·earied ±n England. What. we had was 

.' 7 

. See Karl Marx; Capital, Vol.1, Pro~ress, 1986, p.668. 

i: 8see especially the chapters on "The Secret of Prim:.i:f:ive 
.Aqcumulation '' (XXVI), 11 Expro:priation of tL.:~ f\gricultural 
: Population from the Land'' (XXVII) , "Bloody Legislation 
· Against t'he Expropriated, From . the End of the 15th 
.: century.- Fo.rcing Down of Wages By Acts of Par:iament11 

. (XXVIII)';Thesis of the· Capitalist Farmer 1
' (XXIX), and 

1Genesis o.f the Inc1ustrial Capitalist (XXXI)-, in 
·. Cap i t'al '7 o L 1 , op u cî t " · 
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a population oonsisting .mainly of .f.ree peasant.­

proprieto~s. ~ndeed, in the large domains;the 

bailif, the agent or steward of the landlord 0ad 

been replaced by the· free farrner who employed the 

services_ of wage-labourers, a minor proportion of 

the entire peasantry who·worked ori their own pieces 

of land on the, side, while working also for wàges. 

The se, like the rest of the population. also still 

enjoyed the usufruct of the commo~ land; the right to 

use · and derive profi·t frotr, a pirëlce of p:0operty 

belonging to all in common provided the prope.rty itself 

remained undiminished and uninjured in whë1.tever forin. 

fhese corrunon lands gave pasturè to their cattle, 
1 

sup.plied them with timber, firewood, turf, etc. 

Basically-, the feudal structure remained in 

place with the soil divided amongst lords, whose power 

like that of the S?Vereign depended on the rent-roll, 

the n'umber of his subjects. But much of a11· thi.s was 

to change drastically between later 15·th century and 

· .early_ 16th œntury .. I'he bands of feudal retainers were 

broken ~1p hurling a mass of frt::e proletarians, ·those 

who had only their labour-power to sell to survive, 

·u.nto the labour-market" This was caused by several 

factors" The royalty, for ins·tance, in striving for 

absolute ·power, hastened the dissolution of the b_ëinds" 

And in the conflict with king and parliament on one 

side, the feudal lords thernselves crea~ed a much 

larger prèlet,é!,riat by forcing the peasants out of _the 
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corrunon lands over which lord and peasantry had 

Sam!= right u, The immediate impulse for this 

eviction derived from the rapid rise of the price 

of wool. The land was needed for sheep-walks. 

The process of the_forcible expropriation of 

the population wa's· to reqeive a raroe boost in ·the 

16th century following -the reformation and the-· 

attendant spoilation of church property. The Catholic 

Church at this time· owned a great part of the. land in 

England. The church esta.tes were ei·ther given to 

greedy royal favourites, or sold at nominal prices to 

speculat ing f armers and citizens • The se in· ·turn drave 

out the original tenants, throwing ·their holdings into 

one. In ad.di tian, wi th the supp:r:'.es sion of the monastries, 

the inmates ~"1re hurled out to j oin the already coll os al 

army of proletarian.?. 

The primitive accumulation also -included -cb,.ï~t of 

state lands, on a_ very large ·scale ,· TJ;::..s was partii...:ular1ly 

so with the coming to power o!: particular regimes like 

-that of William of Orange. Sometimes these .estates 

were just s_:i,.mply given away, sold a~ ridiculous fees 

. or> even annexed to private· estates by crude siezure .: 

All this was done without recourse to any lei:,;"al etiqùe:tte, 

.;: ·, But by the 1_8th· . century, the law in the form of 

Enclosure Acts had become an instrument for the theft 

of landu These Acts were sii:.ply decrees by which the 

landlords granted themselves all the· people' s land a.J 

priv ate p;t1operty" 
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These methods which resulted i"1 the rnassiv1., 

expropriation. of the agricultural population al.::::o 
(.1 

i_ncluded the sweeping of men o:Èf the lands, liteI'arily . 

. This WQS done through the so-called·clearing of 

estates. When there were no indepen.dent peasa.nts to 

be r•id of, the clear1ing ·of ·cott,,ges t,cgano No'1J 

having created the· f:r.ee labour'ers they could Iiot 

possibly be absorbed by the nascent manufactu:r·ers 

at least not as fast as they weJ'.'e created. Anè 

on the part . .of the se proletarians f orced out of their' 

usual way of life, adjustme:::nt was traumatic.especiaJ.1y 

in the face of the harsh reàlities and oppressive 

con.dit ions. Largc!ly,therefor.e, from th2 stress of Ylie 

circumst an ces, many of them were turned into beggars, 

ro_bbers émd vagabond~f" Hence th:rio1ig;hout t"he 1 Gt·h 

century there were serieo of legislat~ons agaihst 

vagabondage; legislations ·cHiGlly and calJ.ou~:ly c1tfc,!.'l:,:, 1 • 

The luckier ores cirrpJ.oyed in the f actori.e~: a1 [;o 11dc~ 

to endure le1:;;isl_ations î,Jhich ensured their [_':r>oss 

exploitation as in ·the lengthening of the vJ-uI'k::ng-,~!ay. 

Now having :fully created the mëtjori ingredient, free 

_ labour necessary for the rise of indu-strial capitali~,m, 

. the stao;e was set for the indust"l'."•iaJ. revo:'_u·tion. Bu·t 

bef ore we move to that, let us note some perU .. nfmt 

points of interest emanating from the massive expropvia­

tion of the agriculturàl population. ail.d the appropriation 

of the ·1and by a few, 

on land ·ooost · industry? 

Specifically how did the 
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Although there was now a smaller number of 

cult,ivators ,of' land, yet the so:i..l produced more. 

This was due to several reasons, amongst thern ·the 

improved methods of culture, concentration of the 

· means of production, greater co-oper;iation, and the 

fact that the· agrièultural wage-labourers were put 

under greater strains to produce more bountiful'ly 

and more efficiently~ By thèse developments, agriculture 

was able to f eed both industry and it s teemi!·,g laboureY.•S. 

Note also · that with the 'freedom' of a large part 

of the agflioultural population, 'their forimiar· means of 

livelihood were now I fr>ee' to be t'.r'ansfor•nH,:?d :Lnto 

m&1.terial elements of' var,iable capital. The expropr•iated 

peasant s must now buy. their value in the forrn of wagc s 

from industrial capitaL In the same vein, elements 
• 1 t . ~ ,, : • . } 

of constant capital were provided for industrial 
. ' ~ 

capital througp the forcible t.!Xpropriation. The ·,2vic-J::ion 

of the agl"'icul,tural population ·theref or0 e:. set labourers' 

their means of livelihood, ill1d their materia~ for labour, 

free, for induotrial capital. fhese beside~, it also 

captured the home-market for industrial capital through 

the destruction of domestic industry. 

Before the peasants were f orced off the land, 

they produced the means of subsistence and raw materials 

which they th2mselves utilised, for the most part"· 

But these rneans of subsistence and raw materials hacl 

themselves been transformed into comrnodities" · 'l'hey 

y,1er~ now ?.old· P,Y the large farmers tô manufac·~urers. 

Thinz;s like linen, yarn, coarse wollen stL::ff, etc", 

' 1 
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r 1' . .. '' ~ 

which originally peasant fëUnilies spun and wove for 

thei:ri. ,,use were now articles of manufacture. The 

numerous customers, scattered .small producers working 

on their own account and servëd by fltriay artisans were 

. now concentrated· in one big pool of market sërved by 

industrial capitaJ'.~ So that alongs:.de the expropria­

tion of the peasants and their separation from their 

means of production, was the de·struction of the rural 

domestic industry •. Nevertheless, this era of mq.Ilufac-. 

turing 

' 1 

•• "conquers but partially the domain of· 

nationa~ production, and always rests on· 

the ha11diorafts of the to~m and the 

domestic industry of the rurial districts 

as its ultimate basis. If it· destroys 

the se in one form, in parcicular branc_hes, 

at cer;>tain points, it calls them up agalr.: 

~lsewhere, because it ··needs them for the 

preparation of raw materials up to a 

certain point o o .·modern industry alone ~ and 

finally, supplies, in machinery, the lasting 

basis of capitalistic ·agriculture, exprapriates 

radically the enormous maj ori ty of the 

agri~ult~ral population, and completes the 

separation between agriculture and rural 

domestic industry, whose roots-spi~ning and 

weaving-it te ars upo It therefore, â.lso for 

.tt~e first time, conq_uers .for industri,ü capital 
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the'entire home market

9
" 

Vo .. THE' TNDU'STRIAL REVOLUTION 

B.efore capital was to eventually pen.etrate 

the spher>e of industriia·l production i t needed a 
1. 

rna:r:iket expanding almost lÏmitlessly, ,~·ontin;~ûsÎy 
; ~ - - -- - " - .•. ---:_- ..... _ 

absor>bing the ever>-incr>easin~ vo~ume of products. 

This condition was met with the introduction of 

machinery into industry and tranaport. The effect 

of this was the drastic lowering of the cost of 

products. This created the required market and marked 

the definitive victory of the capitalist mode. 

This f irst occurred in Bri tain and about the 178 Os. 

For>· the first time in hurnan histoZ'ly, all inhibi·tions 

and shackles were take·n off the productive power of 

human society. Soc~etie s now be came· capable of rapid 

and limitless expansio"n of "production. But why wa~ it 

that it Wp.S in: Britain that the revolution first occurred 

althoug;h much of the deve-lopm~nts leading to it as we 

have traced in this chapter also took p:2..ace ·in other 

parts of Western Europe, like .France for instance? 

This question becornes even more pertinent, once w~ 

notice that whatever advantag~s and advartcements 

Br>itain may have enjoyed, it definitely did not include 

soientific and·· technological superiority. Bùt J,uckily 

9Karl Mc:irx; 'Capital, VoL1, op cit, pp 700":':701 
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for Britain .few intellectual refinements were 

actually ~equ·i~ed .for the indust.rial revolution1 O" 

Writing _on -the -revolution Hobsbawm,.for inst®ce, 

attest·s·· that "technical inventions were exceedingly 

· modest; and in no way beyond the scope of intelli~~ent · 
1. 

artisans experiim~nting in: th~ir workshops, or_ of the 

constructive cà.pacities of carpenters, millwrights, 

and locksrni ths: the f lying shuttle, the spinning j en:ny, 

the mule" Even i ts scienti.fical·ly most sophisticated 

machine, James Watts rotary steam engine (1784) req_uire_d 

no more- physics than had been available for the best 

11 
part of a century" 

If technological superiority was not the a~swer, 

what then was responsible .for Britain becoming the 

f irst II wor~<sh~p of _the world"" E conomic historian s 

addu9eiseveral reasons i~cluding: 

a) . That the, political climate was r:i.ght in the sen se 
• ' 1 

that a centu-.r,y had in f act passed sin ce a king·· 
' ' 

had been formally tried and executed by tli.e people_. 

This ernphasises the freeè.om and dernocracy already 

being enj oyed in Britairi at the ti111e 

b) That the agrarian problem had already been resolved 

with commercially-minded leaders ·monopolizing the· 

land; 

c) That there was an absence of a · British peasantry 

as such, unlike the case in France, G~rmany ,Ri_+~pia 

et cetera. 

'.).:OSee ToSu Ashton~ .The Industrial Revolution 1760-1830 · Oxford University 
Pre1 s~., _1948u . . 
lTSee E"J" Hobsbawm; The: Age· ·of Re\fo"lütion,· New American 
Libr~~y, Ne~ York, 19_62; p" Lf 8. 
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But probably the singular rriost decisive reason 

was the f act ·that Britain possessed an industry 

very aptly: suited to pioneeT•ing the · revolution, and 

in addition, a conducive. economic ,éon,jijntûr{é> :which 
-- ...... ____ ~-- -----

not o~ly allowed but encouraged the industry. We 

riefer here to. the cotton ·industry and to colonial 

expansion, f acilitated by Britain I s outstandin,g sea­

power. · They shipped slaves from Africa and cotton 

goods from India. But when the supply of cotton in 

particular was interrupted owing to war and revolts in 

around India, British industries leaped in to p:roduce · 

cotton goods with raw materials supplied by plantations. 

w"orked by slaves. In turn the cotton checks were· 

exported ta the planters; to Africa, the Americas, and 

_to variou_,s ,oi:;~~r parts of th~ .globe. The cotton inclustry 

promised limitless expansion. The inclustry ?Povidecl 

prospects ·so good that it was almost 'impossible fori 

enterpreneurs 1 to resist. 

Fortunately ••• the new inventions. wllich 

revolutionised it-the spinning-jenny,· the 

water-frame 1and the mule in spinnihg, a 

little later the power loom in weaving were 

sufficiently simple and cheap, and paid 

for themsélves immediately in terins of higher · 

output. They could be installed, if nèed 

be, piecemeal, by small men who started off 

with a few pounds •• , The _expansion of the 

in.ctustr:y could be financed easily· out of 

,, 
,' ! 

'./ .' '. 
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current·profits, for the combination 

of the .. ,vast market conqu·ests and steady 
' . 

_price inflation produced fantastic rates 

f f
. 12 o pro it • 

f:-·'·1 
!· · .t;i· Such was t-pe enormous lure of the · industry which 

ev~ntually led to'tremend~us achievements which 

·'\'!/:·.i!;· .. ·ouJ;miri'atecl in the ·final victory of capitalism- ·This 

··•1. ,,. 

· was easy sin ce the pre .:.requi si tes of the mode were 

already present as our earlier discussions show. 

VI SUMMARY 

Our business in this chapter has been to trace 

the locus leading to the emergence of tµe capi·talist 

mode of production. · In doing this we traced the. history 

of capi'tal right from i ts earlier forms as usury and 
. t il ~· ' \ . 

merchant capitàls;, t.hen from its use in domestic 

industry to t~e development· of manuf acturing. Al1 the se develop­

;~,fuêif~. sttl.l wit}in the confines of pre-capitalist modes. 

rrom here we then dealt with the acts of primitive 

accumulation, freeiryJ · labour• from the land pre-requisite 

for the ·ctevelopment of capitalism which thrives on the 

exploitation of surplus value from free labour. This 

~evelopments coupled with some peculiar advantages of 

, Britain in the 18th century ushered in the industrial 

revolution, signalling the eventual victory of the mode 

fr.om which the concept of bourgeois. rationali ty derives. 

12 see E.J. Hiobsbawn, The Age of Revolution, op èit, 
,P. 54. 
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The rationale for tracing the development of 

capitalism. in the Occident is to see: .how this 

contrasts· with the Nigerian case. The history of. 

capitalism in each case has consequences for the 

development of pr<:>ductive forces, which in turn 

dete:rmines ·the s~rength or oth~;riwise. of bo_u:r.geois 

rationality in society~ We now proceed to examine the 

concept, delineating its basic tenets in accordance 

with the western experience. 
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CHAPTER POUR 

BOURGEOIS RATIONALITY 

I. - INTRODUCTION 

Much of what was done in the last chaptèr 

was to prepare the grounds for the definition and 

delineation of our main concept in this wor1k; tha.t 

of bourgeois rationality. This concept derives from 

the very dynamics of the capitalist mode of 

producti.on. But how? · 

Perhaps, we should begin_ by asking: What is the 

basic character of capital; how is it de.fined; how is 

it that particular capitals co-exist in the contradictory 

manner in which they must without subverting 9ocial 

capital; how is it that social capital is continously 

, ,, reprioduced on an extended scale when capitalism is 

actual.ly self;~contradictory? Once we begin to find 

answers to these questions we are already 1n the process 
'-· ' 

of defining and understanding the concept of bourgeois 

rationality. This we shall do as section one in this 

chapter. 

Section two will be concerned with delineating 

~he basic tenets of the concept -as the experience of 

capitali_sm in the Occident reveals. In other words, 

we shall be demonstrating in what practical, tangible 

we-·find tne expression of boÙrgèois 

rationality manifested. 
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SECTION ONE 

·IIu .·THE_. EMERGENCE OF BOURGEOIS RAT'IONALITY 

With the triumph of the capitalist mode of 

production what emerges is a completely new society. 

A society· dominated' by capitalist production; one in 

which capital has·taken over production, separating 

the produceri fr>om both his prod1:1:ct and means of 

prioduction. He now .lives by selling his labour in 

a production process which is geared towards exchange. 

Products are· first · .of all exchange values before ·they 

are anything else, herice, they are commodities. Soc.iety 

ap_proximates a market. Each is a propriietor, enjoying 

ex·clusive right to some property, even if mere ly labour 

power. Marx describes the emergent society as the 

••• E.den· of._.ip.nate right s of ~an. There 

al,orie :~ule Freedom, .Equality, .Property 

and Bentham." .Freedom because both buyer 

and seller of a commodity, say labour power, 

are constrained only by their freewillo 

They contract as free agents, and the 
' . 
agreement they corne to, is but the .for'm 

in which they give legal expression to their 

common · will. Equality because each enters 

into relation with the other as with a 

simple owner of corrunodities and they exchange 

equivalent for equivalent. Property because 

eaGh disposes, of what is his own. And 

Bentham' beçëJ,.use each looks to himself'. 

\ . 
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The only force that brings them 
' . 

together. and puts them in relation 

with each.other, is the selfishness, 

the gain and private interests of each. 

Each looks to himself only, and no one 
. ï 

tr,oubles himself about the rest. ·•·• • 

In this interaction of indiviclualistic act·ors 

no differentiation is made between labour and capital 
. . 

which confront each other as if they were equals. 

Bui;: this. equality is m.ore apparent than real, for 

once you leave the sphere of circulation into production, 

you find·that labour is paid much less than it gives 

in the process of production. The surplus value·which 

it generates · swells capital while labour itself d:i..minishes. 

All this much is clear·. 
:. . :, '(, 

· But sin ce each capitalist acts in his own intere st 

solely, how iE( it that the illusion of freedorn and 

equality :f..s cr~.9-ted and maintained, operational{sing 

the law of value and enhancing the extended reproduction 

· of social capital? The answer lies in the exercise 

of bourg.eois rationality, which is also what ameliorates 

the necessary contradictions between social capital 

and particular· .capitals, and those between particular 

. capitals in. their competi tion·. -Being equal, fre.e and 

· selfish, particular capitals naturally exist together 

·only as -competitors, each st~iving to outdo the other 

VoL1, Progress, Moscow, 1977 

'_.] 

'' . 

. ~ 'i . \~ . 
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in the pursuit .of self aggrandizement. This competition 

i·s what activatés the law of value, resulting in 

greater productivity and the development of pr_oductive 

.forces. In the end society benefits as a whole, for 

production is then geared _towards greater cost­

·effectiveness, efficiency·and better technology, in the 

co~tinuous struggle to coraner the market. But being 

only self-interested the competitors mobilise all possible 

means to secure advâ.nt:ages, and by that strain to negai:e 

the very. conditions that maintain and govern the 

competition. This calls for restraint, because in their 

search for ever-increasing profit, particular capitals 

tend always to subvert social capital. There was an 

ex~ple of this at the beginrdng of the· industrial 

:i:;,ev.olùtio1; ~n. ,1?,ritain when particular capitals exploited 
' < • '.. \..· •• • -

labour to a point .where the reproduction of labour 

became endarigered. 
. l'.'. 

Let' s drive the import of this home. Remember 
· . ', . 1 1 

that capital is self-augmenting value and labour is its 

sole means.of augmentation. Capital therefore, latches 

on to·labour for self-augmentation, as AIDS
2 

virus 

to the human body. This simile is deliberate. We 

èxplain. · The AIDS virus can only survive in the human 

·~, body. · It needs it to ·multiply, progressively taking 

over and demolishing the immune system of the victim 

2This is short form for the Acquired Immune Deficiency 
.Syndrome.·· 

i.: '· ;, 
.• ''. 

,, 1: 

,: .. L 
'. 
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until he dies.· But as he dies, the virus dies, 

too. So it ii::, with capital and laboura Without 

labour capital cannot survive, be cause it can · .. no 

longer augument its value, which means it is no 

longer cëJ.pital.' Capital ,therefore, perishes when 
1' 

labour perishes. 

It is thus rational and in f act. imperative 

ror the bourgeoisie as a whole to ensure labour's 

reproduction for the sake of soci_al capital •. For 

left to individual capitals, labour could be exploited 

to death to maximise profit. Marx deals with :this in 

Capital. He in fact captures the contradiction 

neatly, 

Apres moi le deluge! is the watchword of 

. ever.y 9apitalist ••• capital is reckless 

of the health or length of life of the 
' ' 

labourer un.less under compulsion from 

s~.ciety. To the out cry as to the physical 

and mental degradation, premature death, 

the torture of overwork, he· answers; 

.ought these to trouble us since they increase 

our prof i·t s? 
3 

So that again we see that· if social capital must 

thrive, ·. the:t>e is need for collective restraint on ·the 

part of the bo.urgeoisie as a whole. It is only wpen. 

this is done that the extended repPoduction of social 

3 See Karl' r1'a'.rx\ 'C'ap i tal, V ol.1 , op ci t , p. 2 5 7. 

,_: 
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capital is not. jeopardised, as it is naturally prone 

tci being" This· is what renders bourgeois rationality 

clearly imperative in the interest of the bourgeoisie" 

Perhaps we can already discern that bourgeois 

ration·ality has to do with the law of value; the 
1. 

conditions fo~ i~s operationalization. For it is 

as the law of value funotions that social capital is 

reproduced on an extended scale. It is therefore, 

in order to dwell a bit on this l~w. What really is 

it? 

The law of value is the economic law of commodity 

production. This is the law which determines which· 

commodities are produced and exchanged in correspondence 

with th.e quantity of socially necessary labour used 

,:l.n _p.roducing
1 
·them.. Whèn the production relations 

between persons as commodity bearers are realisect· 

through t.he exchang,e of the. product of their labour 
• ' ,,,• 1 

on th~ mqrket.~ the law of value operates obj ectively. 

This is the case under the capitalist mode of production. 

Under ,capitalism, when commodity production is 

pervassi.ve the law functions obj ectively, regulating 

commodity production spontaneously" It regulates the 
. . 

d:i,.stribution of labour an'd the means of production 

through the spontaneous fluctuations of market prices 

. -resul ting from changes in supply and demand. When 

supply exceeds demand, price.falls below the ·value of 

commodity" When demand exceeds supply price f alls 

,abqve the: v.~~ue of commodity" A coincidence of price · 

and valu.e occurs only when demand corresponds to · 

.•·, t 
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supply. As Ka:zlov points out: "The se .fluctuations 

of prices ·-arpun'd values, being the only possible 

manifestations of the law of value on the spontaneous 

ma~ket also call forth changes in production since 

they det~rmine. th!=. interest of corrunodity pro du cers 

in. the prioduction of any conunodi ty114 ~ 

The significance 9f this fori the development of 

productive forces; one of the greatest, if not the 

great~st · advantage of capi talism ,~s f airly obvious. 

But we will ·not take it for granted. In production, 

enterprises employ different technologies and labour 

with different skills. The riesult is that different 
. 

·amounts of labour time are used for the production of 

a unit .of output. Where productivity is high, and the 

uni.~ valu~ pf .~he proç.uct is lower than the social 

value, the producers make a profit: unit value minus 
1 

social ~alue (whic~ will be P?sitive). 

But where productivity is low, and the unit value 
•• , 1 

of product is higher than social value, the producers 

suffer a loss: unit value minus social value· (which 

will be.negative). To beat the necessary competition 

of the market, it is therefore imperative for each 

producer to continuously stri_ve to increase productivity 

by reducing 'expenditure on labour per unit of output. 

It is this that forces enterprises to lillprove on. 

technology and skills of workersu The result is 

,:4see G uAu Kazlov (ed.) ·-·po1·itical E·conom:y: Capital:i.sm, 
Progress, :t·loscow, 1977, 'p:1""01··. 
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the development· of productive .forces, and an 

increase in the productivity of social labouru 

In the end social capital is reproduced on an 

extended s cale. 

But the law of value cannot properly operate 

wi thout bou:i::•geois rat ionali ty, for in the absence 

of collective restraint paI'ticular cap;ltals act quite 

naturally in a manner that negates the conditions 

necessary for the law to operate. This cannot but be · 
.. 

so for even by definition particular capitals are meant 

to cater only for their selfish interests and not for 

the social. Discipline is therefore necessary to · 

restrain particular capitals if social capital must end 

up being reproduced on an extended scà.le. This is what 

bourgeois rationality ·is all about; and we_ see that 
1. ~ • ' 1 , ; ' 

it emerges from the very dynamics of the capitalist 

order, especially the intr±nsic character of capital 

in thirst for eyer-increasing profit. 

·Butin what specific ways does this concept 

manifest in bourgeois societies as in Western Europe 

and the United States? In what fonns do we witness 

thè necessary restraints by particular capitals to 

ensure the extended reproduction of social capital? 

These ·are the tenets we deal with in the ne:x:t section. 

In them we find how particular capitals limit their 

selfishness for the benefit of social capital: so it 

can be reproduced on an extended scale. 
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SECTION. TWO: THE TENETS 

III" . - THE. RULE ûF LAW 

One of the main questions we address 

here is: How does the rule of law enhance the 

extended ·reproduction of social capital? To answer 
'. 

this correctly we must understand the nature of law, 

5 or at least, bourgeoi~ law. And understanding the 

nature of a thing or phenomenon includes understanding 

its genesis, seeing the subject in its becoming. 

For law, this requires that we return to the basics 

of the capitalist mode, at ·1east its fundamental 
•. • .. ~-.I' 

p:x:ie.Etuppos.ition. 

·In doing this, we prefer to go back to first 

princi9les, for the sake of clarity. So we begin 

, with the qu:3stion: What is capital? Cupital is self­

augument ing value. It s defining characteristic is 

its abil;i.ty to rep.roduce itsE::lf but with an additional 

valu;e. Bµt tµe only commodity that is c.apable of 

producing this "additional value,? technically referred 

to as surplus value ,is labour power. Material left on 

its own. remains unchanged. It is only when labour is 

applied toit that it transforms it, adding something 

11 addition al" • 

5we make this clear distinction here because we ·are 
conscious' that there are several kinds of law, ranging 
from the divine to the mundane, the cosmic to the 
positive. 

J / '.: ·~ :. j ;,. 

1 ' 

.. ' ~--· ·~ 1 ' 
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But the availability of labour-power p:r·8supposes 

-tha~·-.those wh9 ·possess it can .frèely dispose o:fE'.,it. 

This com·es out well' enough in the works of Marx and 
. 6 

Weber u The ayailability of labour-power also 

ppesupp?ses that the possessor is constrained to 

sell it, rat_her thàn a commodity embodying his labour. 

In other words, the seller must be propertyless· as 

su.ch. This necessarily implies the removal of. require­

ments' for the production of use-value. 

All precapitalist modes of production are 

associated with the unity ·of labour and ·production of use­

value ( al though not ne ces sarily t o the complete ex çlu s ion 

of exchange values). But with capitalism we find_the 

dissolution. of the property relations in which use-

value production is predorninant, as in the "freeing" 
! • ~ \J \ ,l j \. i 

of peasants from the land. What results is a mass of 

people· who haye only their ·labour-power to sell t·o live" 

Commodification becomes · pervasive. Man 1s first of all 
( . : :., 

a commodity bearer even if only of labour power. The 

emerging society is theref ore one. of commod:i;ty producers 

and exchangers. 

Now what are the ,.·p'?"es.upposît·ions of this generalised 

commodity production and exchange" First, it 

. . _p:t>~supposes ;i.nteraction: that commodity beare:r.s must 

interact" This has to be so for private interests· 

are already socially determined. Persans have become 

6capital, -cip, Œit., by Karl Marx and.Marx ·weber' s 
· _1I'he Theory of Social and Economie ·org·anisations, 

Introduced and Edited. by Talcott Pélrsons, T·ree Press, 
· ·New York~ 1974 are particularly useful in this regard. 
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. interdependent due to èommodity production. This 

is so be cause èorrunodities have a· dual nature. r·or 

their producers, they are exchange-value; for their 

buyers, use-value. And to acquire product·s for use, 

one must sell one's commodities to others. 

Another ·P.:r:.'~§upp,c;,siti~ri of generalised commodity 

p:rioduction and ex·change ie freedom. Now, although 

everyone must take intèrest in the use-value of the 

corrunodities that someone else p_roduced, nobody 

appropriates by force. Everyone disposes of his 

corrunodity voluntarily. Note however, that ·though 

free, a1i are under compulsion to ex change since that 

is the only way one survives. B~t this compulsion does 

not negate the freedom to exchange, to dispose of one's 

commodities ,:t:o. whoever. one chooses. The point is that 
j, , • L , .... l .,-, • ~ \,, 

.the exchang~ri s.atisJies his own interest only to the 

·extent that he; satisfies the interest. of another. · Never-

tnèless, the ~~~od.ity bearer''still posits freedom and 

-self-determination in the act of exchange. 

A third · pres,up'p_ositiQnfollowing from g~neralisecl 

commodity production and exchange, is that each is 

regarded as a proprietor; a possessor of private property. 

~ut if producers freely dis~ose of their property, it 

means that ~heir right to private property is recognised. 

It is irrunaterial whether that private property is 

merely labour-power. Obviously this is awkward, especially 

once you realise that no physical distinction can really 

be made between labour power as commodity and the owner. 

ï 
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So that sellin~ one's labour-power is really tantamount 

to selling oii.es~lf" But no mattero In any case. 

labour power sale îs only at intervals, at the end 

of which the owner constantly re-emerges as a 

properie1:or to freely enter the market again, and 

againa 

:One morie :1n'•~supposition would do for now. 

Equality. Within the context of generalised commodity 

production and exchange each is a buyer or seller; each 

stands towards the re st in the same relation. All are 

levelled into a corrunon denominator, buyer, seller or 

exchanger. In addition to being equal in this. sense 

corrunodity bearers exchange equivalents. This expresses 

equality. And so does the act of exchange itself. 

What w~ have therefore is a society of interacting 

people ~ho enter into exchange relations from the 

compuls~on to .lulfil their needs and they do this· freely 
. . 

and wilJ,i.r;igly~ . Each approach~s the market as a cÔrrmtodity 

bearer even if only af labour power. But they also 

approach the market as bearers of rights, like the 

rights t_o exchangea This is made explicit in their will 

to ex change. The re sul t really is a society of contractors 

who mutually recognise each others' rights, including the 

right to property. These rights become real with 

exchangeo Exchange unites their cornrnon will (the will to 

exchange, to assert property_rights) and their cornrnon 

,rights (the right to property and to freely dispose of 

it) a The unde-rtaking_s to which they bind themselves 

., 
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in the process .and the· agreements they reach, 

recognising each othe:r>s 1 riights .is what consti't:utes 

law~· 

With the generalisation of commodity production 

and exchange, social relations become legal. The 

legal · fortn emerge,s-, following the commodity form. 

The correspondence between the two is so inter~sting 

that we cannot but dwell on. it briefly. Take the 

commodity, justifiably described by Marx as being 

mysterious, being dualistic: use-value and exchange­

value rolled into one. Notice that as use-value this 

abject has specific determinations as a unique 

embodiment of concrete labour. But as exchange-value, 

the determinations disappear, and so do qualitative 

differences. If there is any difference left at all, 

.. it .is that of quantity. This transformation is under­

scored ,by the use of money~ a universal equivalent 

expre.ss~ng the value of commodities and underlying 

their equality. But this abstraction. of equalising 

commodities rests in fact on the abs·traction of conc1..,ete 

labour. Exchange-value is possible only because the 

specific deterrninations of concrete labour are 

ob;t.iterated. , so that labour be cornes an abstraction 

d~ffe1;entiated only quantitatively. 

These have their parallel in the legal form. But 

here law takes the place of money, abstracting and 

equalising the conunodity bearers themselves. Commodi·ty 

·exchang~ requires that the specificities of commodity­

. bearers be eël..iminated as welL Tor exchange. to. be 

.,. :·, 
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possible corrunooity béarers must be transformed into 

l~~~;L subj_e ci;!=>._ who are free and equal and as such 

can enter into contracts. The legal form, lite the 

commodity forrn:, signifies the resolution of content 

into form, and quality into quantity. The difference 

is · simply that in the cas·e of the commodi ty f orm, 

it is commodities that are abstracted and equalised, 

while in the case of the legal form it is the commodity 

bearers and their rights that are abstracted and 

equalised. 

That the abstraction of the legal subject 

is linked to the commodity form is easier· 

to see when we remember that the possibility 

of the abstraction arises precisely because 

~! the flux -of the market where the producer 

is forev~r changing roles, now buyer, now 

seli~r of this ot> that comrri.odity, now bear,er 

of .:tb,is privilege or that right, now the 

responsibility of obligations. It is the 

flux of values in the market that _produced 

the idea of the unchanging. bearer of rights, 

.the disembodied prototype of the corrunodi ty 

bearer 
7

• 

Now along with the corrunodity form, the legal form 

equalises labour and capital, maintaining unequal 

exchange but disguising·the expropriation of surplus 

value. This is the condition necessary to minimise,· 

7 Claude Ake, · The·: 'S't at·e:- As· A, C api t·~1i-~t'- 'Phen·ome·non·, 
(Undated Manuscrip· ; r:, .. 'S"L~-s··; .. ) 
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if not eliminate the intervention of force in the 

labour process so that the law of value ·operates. 

The illusion îs necessary, for if exchangers, 

especially labourers were confronted with the 

reality of unequal exchange; there will be no 

exchange· in the first place. 

Ex change theref ore, presupposes the abstr.action 

of persons relevant orily as mere "wills" entering 

into· transactions, asserting property rights and 

voluntarily disposing of their property. Resolved 

thus into wills, they a~e equal and free and above 

all, have a "common interest in the general acknow~edge­

ft,\ent of their w;i.ll and in its realisation. It is 

the_ conjunction of wills which puts the persans 

behind· the conunoditie~ into legal relations as abstract 

_juridical ~er~ons. ~- So the peculiar quality of law in 

market societ_y is quite clear. It i_s and has to- be 

universalistic:, abstract and ·rorma1istic " 8
• 

But these are actually expressions of the rule 

of law. We see then how this rule operatior:ialises 

the law of value. The operationalisation of the law 

of value and the rule of law therefore go together. 

The rule of law makes possible the necessary formal 

equality and free_dom, which enables the law of value 

to ope rate. That way accumulation and· the extended 

reproduction of social capital are ensured. 

8 Claude Ake·, The State Asa ou, op cit", ·o. 62·. 
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The rule of law also establishes the domination 

of capital ·ove·r labour by guarariteeing the primary 

right of private property and the right to freely 

:dispose of i t" For the labourer, his property is 

just his labour power which he must sell to survive. 

So that what is a'ctually .guaranteed for him is the 

compulsion to seil his labour power. But when·he 

sells it to a capitalist, as he must, he is reduced 

to· a·mere factor of production, subjugated to capital . 

. Fµrthermore, for the capitalist ,the law guarantees_ the 

right to appropriate the surplus-value produced by the 

laboure~y This is how rule of law guarantees the 

d-omination of capital ovèr labour. 

To be .sure the rule of law also guar.a~tees that the 

· law is not r.educed to ·being a mere tool of capital, or 
{.); 1 .~ ,.CJ\7l:t · 

any of ,its factions for that matter. This for instance, 

is the only way the contradictions between particular 
,, 

capit,alp ,can J~e mediated. The law is in fact, abstracted 

from the capitali.st class so :that it protects everyone 

including labourers. The law also equally ·registe:r.s 

·the gains of labour and capital" Indeed, it is 

precisely because of its autonorny that law serves the 

interest of social capital. All this much should be 

clear · by now. What needs clarification now is how this 

autonomy is enf orced. This is where the questi·on of. 

the st ate cornes 1n. 

Notice that with generalised commodity production 

. and. excha:ng~- .there emerges a social solidarityo 

Jd 
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Commodity exchange necessitated by differences in 

disposition, .. pr.oducts and needs o.f persons gives 

ris·e to division of labour. And as Emile Durkheim notes 

the most remarkable eff ect of this development "is 

not that it increases the output of functions divided, 

but that it renders them · solidary" 9 • 

This solidar'ity resulting frorn the nexus of 

ex change relations is indeed a coercive force, which 

acts ·as if independent of its producers and on which 

they must depend. Achain of mutual dependence evolves 

which binds producers together and yet appears objective, 

independ~nt and autonomous. I.t is this force that 

eoonomists generally refer to as the impersonal market 

forces. This is what Adam Smith in the· Wealth of Nat'ions 2 

describes '~~ r~Ae invisible hand. In the-·Gernan Ideologl. 

M.arx and Engels pin-pointed the nature of this "invisible 

hand," especially its apparent autonornous appearance 
J'. ,, 

and character: 
'· ' 

the social power ••• which arises through 

co-operation of different individuals as 

it is caused by the division of labour, 

appears to these individuals, as if their 

co-6peration is not voluntary but has corne 

about na~urally, not as their own united 

power, but as an alien fopce existing 

9Emile Durkheim, .. 'The· D1v·ïs·ion·, ·of L'a:hcur, Introduced 
by Lewis Caser, and Translated by W.D. ffalls, Free 
Press, New/ibrk, 1984; pp.-60-61. 

'' 
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.outside them, o.f the origin and goal 

of which they are ignorant; which they 

are thus :r:io longer able to control, which 

on the' contrary passes through a peculiar 

series· of phases as stages independent 

of the wiii and the action of man, nay , 
·10 

even being the ppiYne governor of these · • 

This priime governori .. le the state but in its 

rudimentary for>m. It develops into the state, proper, 

with the. emergence of juridical relations, which 

necessitates a new form of. compulsion which complements 

the compulsion of market forces. Indeed, as commodity 

bearers simultaneously secure : ... their rights in law, 

they submit.to an executive power, the state. But 

being self-jp;t~;rested ,' equal and free everyone is 

concerned that this 1insti tut ion, which enj·oys a monopoly 

of physi9al coercion for the enforcement of contracts 

is not inst.ituted in a manner ··disadvantageous to one 

relative to others. The state thus emerges as an 

independen~ public force which empowers and restrqins 

· all equally. This has both economic and political 

implications. The economic we consider here. 

The state as a public f or·ce belonging to all 

equa11·y, imp:\.ies that the institutions of physical 

coercion must be governed by bureaucratie norms, in 

...: . ,• ..... 

1 % arx and Engels, The~ G·erm·an·· Ide·o1ogy, Progress, 
1 9 ? 6 ; pp ~ 7 7 - 7, 8 ~ 

t ,\rL! 1, 1, ·.: •• 

! ' 
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accordance to the rule of law so that its use is 

completely depersonalised. Otherwise social capital 

is· endangered> Much of this is imp:Licit in the 

discourse so far, but let us illurn.inate possible 

shadows of doubt. 

It is true that the capitalist mode of production 

derived i t s irnpet'us from the rnoriopolisat ion and 

p:i;,ivat isation of the control of coercion, and the 

massive intervention of f'oz1 ce in the labouri prooesi:i. 

This is.how it was with primitive ·accumulation. But 

once capitalism is launched, this character of primitive 

accumulation cornes into conflict with the rnaintenançe of 

c·apitalism and its laws of motion. Primitive accurnula·tion 

tends espe.cially to annul competition which is very 

,ce11:.tral tp ,c;:ëipitalism. As Altvater points out "cornpetition 

"". is precisely the. form of the iJ1LII1anent laws of 

capita,lism. 1It is ••• a .real and comprehensible necessary 

rnomen,t of, the. establishment of total social capita11111 • 

·The point really is that social capital exists only as 

· CÎOinJ?ei;in,g · : · part icular cap:Ï.:tals. So that' ODC8 the 

organisation and control of physical coercion is 

privatised and employed in the labour process, the 

·statè of competition ceases" 

11see Elmar Altvater, "Sorne Problems of State 
Interventionisrn", in Holloway J. and Piccioto S (ed.) 
st·at'e'· ·anct· c·apital:A Marixist Pebate, Edward Arnold, London, 
1978; p.41. . 

,· 
~L 
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· To be sure., we are not saying that once 

capitalism is .on its feet, so to speak, the role 

of physica.1 coercion diminishes" ·No. It in f act 

rema.ins critical for the. maintenance of capitalism. 

It necessarily intervenes to ensure the existence 

of the conditions• ·which ensure the maintenance of 

capitalist production relations. For instance., physical 

coercion is what is employed to enforce contrqcts 

and maintain the contractarian norms of the market. 

It also protects private property from the wrath of 

labour and so on. The point that is being made is that 

the new objective necessities, following the emergence 

o.f capitalism change thë organisation, control and 

teclmique of coercion through the mediation of generalised 

commodity production ~d exchange. 

What iE> n-ecessary with the mode of production is 

for the labourer to be obliged to se~l his labour power 

to the capitalist who buys it·· to swell his capital. 

Labour thus creates capitaL But while capital is being 

reproduced on an expanded scale,. the labourer remains 

·wha:t· he was at the beginning of the transaction, a mere 

owner of labour-power. He is. ·- ::just paid enough to 

reproduce himself ready for another round of exploitation. 

Capit~l and labour thus re~roduce each other continuously. 

Viewed · against this background, it is easy to see 

why employment of coercion in the labour p~ocess·becomes 

counterproductive. ·For one, .it immediately negates 

exchange ;relations, at least, in the relevant sense 
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of persans freely entering into contracts. It also 

iminediately dis:~olves the illusions of equality and 

freedom, under the caver of which surplus value is 

extractedu Necessary contradictions between particular 

capitals and between particular capitals and social 
. . 

capital become diÎficult to mediate. Besides, if the 

capitalist class monopolises- the coercive resources 

to advance its own intèrest, it immediately constitutes 

itself into an army of prison keepers for the rest of · 

societyu This precipitates a stat·e of siege, mi.litarising. 

social life. The nature of society drastically changes. 

It would, for instance, no longer be the typical capitalist 

society of home economicus but that of the me.dieval 

homo mili tans. 

These are changes. clearly inimical to the conditions 

n_ecessary fqr the operation of the law of value, namely 

the~ .of law.,., It is there.:fore in the interest of 

social capital for the bourgeôïsie ·to exercise restraint, 

submit to the rule of law and not employ coercion in 

~he accumulation process, though"it may have been more 

profitable and expedient for particular capitals to do 

Let us now turn to the political manifestations of 

· •. the rule of law: l.iberal democracy" Be cause of the 

importance of this correlate .for the maintenance of the· 

· conditions necessary for. the expanded reproduct:1.on 

of capital, we would wish to treat it separately" 

This would afford us the extra liberty of. locating it 
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within thé context of the practical realities from 

which it -emerged. This should .further enable us to 

see why and how it is an expression of bourgeois 

rationali ty. 

IV. ~ LIBERAL DŒOCRACY 

Our main duty here 1s ~o show that· liberal 

democracy reinforces ideologically, the rule of law. 

·;su.t how does it do this? By reinf orcing the principles 

of formal freedom and equality. 'r:hese are the tenets 

which activate the law of value, and ensure ·the 

extended. reproduction of social capital. It is only in 

this sense that liberal democraciy as the rule of the 

bourgeoisie cornes out clearly enough in relation to 

.the concept of bourgeois rationality. Liberal democracy, 
, (• -

;however, did,_ not emerge without struggles. It was 

really ii:i· attempts to contain the eme:rgent contradict:Lons 

· in the bourgeois ·polity that ·· it was established. Let 

us begin with the struggle for political ascendancy of 

the bourgeoisie over the feudal order. This struggle 

appeared most:. ·visibly as the clash of industry and 

landed property. In England in particular, it took place 

in parliament as the,.controversy between the Whig ar1d 

To_ry •. In parant0esis, the whig was a member of the 

Engli_sh political party or group::.ng which opposed the 

· succession to throne of James, Duke of York (1679-80) 

because he was a Catholica As a grcup the whig stood 

for a limite~ _mcnarchy. They representeq especially, 

the1 mcneyed. 1,mi,ddle-class, the emer,e;ing bourgèoisie. · 

1( Î 

.. 
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In the late 18th and·· early ·19th · centuries, the wh.i.g s 

l'.'epresented th~ de sires of indust.rialist s. On the 

other hand·, the Tory was a ·membe·r of the English political 

party that opposed the exclusion qf the· Duke from thè 

royal succession. But really, what we should note is 

that as a group, it stood for the conseryative interes·ts 

of the· old !"egime, the feudal order. 

This struggle took ·several forms. It manifested, 

for i.nstance, in the whig' s struggle again~t pro·tectionism 

and the repeal of the corn laws. These were laws 

introduced in Britain in 18 04 to prote et domestic farmers 

against foreign competition, through the imposition of 

heavy duty on foreign corn. The laws were forced to 

be repealed 42 years later. This pushed down the high 

p;r,ioe of ~o~n .. ~,.making -it easier to feed the working clëLF.lt:l 

in industry. In e.conomics we witness the str,uggle in 

the M althusian scare of population out stripping .food 

supply unless. lp.I1d was allowed to be wo·rked capitalistically. 
. . ·' •), 

Even .in religion it showed itself as traditionalism of 

the Church of England versus the M ethodism .(of the 

bourgeoisie). 

However,. in the pragmatic pursuit of its interests, 

sometimes wè found the emergent bourgeoisie siding with 

ei.ther nobility or monarchy. Indeed, as Marx and Engels 

qpserve. 

Each step in the· development of the 

bourgeoisie was accompanied ~y a 

corr~;;:;ponding political advance of 

.,.;: that ciass •. · An oppressed class under 

t. 
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. . 
the StJay· of the .feudal nobility, an 

armed; ·ànd self-governing association 

in the rnediaeval commune; here 

independent urban republic (as in Italy 

and Germany), there taxable "third estate" 

of the rnon·archy (_as in France); afterwards 

in the period of manufacture proper, 

serving either· the semi-feudal or the 

absolute monarchy as a counterpoise 

against the nobility, and, in fact., 

cornerstone of the gr,eat monarchies in 

general, the bourgeoisie has at last 

since the establishment of modern 

ind.ustry of the world market, conquered 

.for..-ii;:self in ·the modern representative 

. 1 . 1· . l 12 state, exc ~sive po itica sway • 

But what.;was to be the peculiar.nature :if bourgeois 
·.. . . -

rule? With the abolition of feudal property relations 
: ,1 

and the institutions that supported it, what was·to 

be the specific character of the· democracy that· the 

bourgeoisie essayed for and couched in their slogans 

of "Liberty" and "Equali ty"" In any case, sin ce the 

.capitalist ·societ}', · was one ordered by contractrian 

. no:rms· whatever e;Lse this democracy entailed, it would 

uphold the priinciples of the ma-rket. Part of these 

1211arx and Engels, ''Manifeste o.f the. Communist Party" 
in ·seTected Works, Progres·s, Moscow, 1968; p.37 • 

• • •J 
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CuBu Macpherson summarised as beliefs that: 

i) What,.mâ.kes a man human is freedom from .. 

dependence on the will of others u 

ii) Freedom from dependence on other1s means 

freedom·from any relations with others except 

those rel~tions which the individual enters 

voluhtarily with a viow to· .enhancing his 

own interest. 

~i~) The -individual is essentially the proprietor 

of his person_ and capacities for which he owes 

nothing to Society ••• 

iv) Although the individual cannot alienate the 

whole of his own persan, he may alienate his 

capacity to · labour. 

v) Human.. society -consists of a series of market 
• : _t, .,. , ~r:.:- ': 

vi) Since freedom f-rom ·the wills of others is what 

ma.kes_ ,a man human, eaçh individual' s freedom 

can rightfully be limited only by such oblig<ltions 

and rul.es as are necessary to secure. the freeèorn 

of others. 

vii) (Thus) political society 1s a humari contrivance 

for.the protection of the individual's property 

in his pers on and goods, and for the mairitenan.ce 

of orderly relations of exchange between 

individuals regarded as proprietors themselves. 

~
3

Cu Bu. Macpherson, 'The· Pol"itica.1· Theoriy· ·o·f· Po'ss·e·s·si,:y.,!: 
·-rnc.li'vidual~i·sm, Oxforct'Onive·rsity Press-, London, rg~~2; 

pp 263-264. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



·79 
: .1. ,. 

But the specific character of this "contrivance 11 • 

;· was to be determined by practical experiences: 

The~pench Revolution (had) brought home 

forcefully to everyone the paradox of. 

· democracy, name'ly its two central values, 

-~~~erty and equality which corne into · 

conflict at cr.itical points. There is no 

democracy where there is no liberty for 

self-expression or choice. At the same 

time there is no equality for as inequality 

. increases it reduces hwnan relations to 

subordination and domination. The French 

·Revolution and Jean Jacques Rousseau 

revealed rather dramatically the paradoxical 

relation between these two central values of 

dern0èri.acy by ieaning heavi.ly towards equality" 

Th~y gave, Europe a taste of what i t would be 

like.io take the idea of equa.lity and thé 

·gorrelative idea of popular sovereignty 

seriously. Bourgeois Europe was horrified. 

T~e idea of a popular sovereign insisting on 

equality and having unlirnited power over 

every aspect of social life was unacceptable. 

For such power was a thre.at to the institution 

of private property as well as the conditions 

f 1 
. 14 

0 accumu atJ.OTiooo 

In England, in pariticular., a political crisis was 

precipitated by the agitation of workers for political 

rights-•. • T:l.1esE: right s had been limited to the propertied 

alone for f~ar that an extension· to the non-propertied, 

14c1aude Ake, "'l'.he African Context of Human Rights", in 
J. Ihonvbere ':(ed .. ) , The Polit ical Economv of Crisis and 
Underdevelopment in Afri1c·a:~ë:·G":ed Work:-:: of Clauc~e f\.ke, 
J AD , Lagos , 1. 9 8 9 • 
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the workers, might subvert the bourgeois order. And 

besides, there _was the french experience. Something 

haq to be done to contain the crisis and yet not 

jeopardise cçmditions for accumulation and rep:roduction 

of social capital. 

The -political party presented the answer. The 

. e;ystem was to mak_!= it pqssible to have universal 

suffrage whfle containing working cla.ss hostility. 

Hav;ïng extended suffrage the problem was that of 
' . 

li~iting workers' power lest it endangers bourgeois 
. ' 

property. This problern was resolved through.the caucus 

system (or the so-called primary elections). By this 

system:, the central committee (made up of the bourgEroisie) 

ee.lects and imposes its candidates upon the e.lectorate. 

This way, the bourgeois order is se cure, following the 

illusion created that all have équal rights. _ Each one 

appears. to have equal chance of voting and being voted 
( 

fop. The loyalty of even the exploitèd classes is thus 

i~:;rmereçi. · T-he ·illusion is reinforced by the bureaucratie 

mariner of administration of office .:.n strict çonformity 

to -the rule of law: treating everyone as being f ormally 

.free and· equa.l, possessing· same opportunities. 

This way the idea of the state as belonging to all 

·and to no one or group of persons in particular is 

accepted by all. · 'Ehis lS even moreso since the apparatuses 

of state always appear to b_e n'ierely 1n the custody of 

persons who have won the honour of :!:)eing its custodians 

in a free and' fair election, where anybody · cçmld have 

'i. : ,, ' ·, .... ·~ 1 : ' .. :. ( 
' 

,;! __ , t 
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wono This impré ssion of ,ge'neral ownership and 

fairness is evén further strengthened by the 

periodic abdication of _the office-holderci, making 

way for competition towards the choice of a new set. 

This is how liberal democracy works, reinforcing 

the pl"inciples of, f ormal freedom and equality · upheld 

through the rule of law. It contributes to the 

.stabili ty of the bourgeois ordel", maintaining the 

.conditions of accumulation. The le'l-bourer basks in the 

illusion of being as equal and fl"ee as anybody. This 

way his c_ontinuous exploitation is assured; the perpetual 

operationalisation of the law of value ensured and the 

eKtended repl"oduction of social capital guaranteed. 

To summarise, in the market conunodity bearers 

1
<';1,PI;>7_ar free ,'·?~A equal.· Labour".'"power appears fully _.paid 

for in its exchange .with capital. The action of exchangers 

are obj ective_ly governed by the rule of law. Thi.s is 

exactly _what +Jperal êlemocracy· replicates in the political 

sphere. The objectivity of law is reproduced in politics. 

The conditions for competing for. office are .formally 

the same for all. The laws equally apply. The apparent 

equality in the chances of attaining political office·· 
' . 

~einforces the impression of objectivity, lending 

legitirnacy to those who emerge winners in the competition. 

Liberal democracy thus clearly serves the ideological 

role of reinf orcing those conditions of formal freedom 

and eq~ality necessary' for the law of value to operate. 

So. that. o~c.e,:.-<c.9ercion is. immersed in political 

·i) 
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'., compe"ëition, negating the conditions of formal 

freedom and ê~uality, we are already witnessing a 

negation of this aspect of bourgeois rationality; 

much in the same way that coercion annuls the rule of 

law i~ the economic sphere. 

! . 
" ,. 

Bourgeois rationality thus dema~ds that particular 

members of the b~urgeoisie in spite of their selfish-. 

ness, discipline themsèlves to abide by liberal 

democratic principles for the benefit of their class 

as a who.le. For the sake of the social, the particulars 

must impose a restraint on their selfishness to obey 

th~ rule!3 of the gaine. By that they help to en sure . tht3 

extended rieproduction of social capital, by enabling 

the .. :..-: . .-ë;:>pe.,;~:t'*qJ:i.alJ.S.é!,tio:n :, of the law of value; for 

.this law ;i.tself rests ûn the principles of formal 
, 1.. •• 1•.'. 

freedom and equalit.y that · liberal democracy both 

inculcates and, reinf orces" 

. î .' '_i 

V~ THE MODERN CREDIT SYSTEM 

First some clarificationsu Though the sphere 

of production is critical for capitalism being where 

surplus-value is created or more precisely expr•opriated 

from labour, there is yet another sphere of operation 

of· industrial capital necessary before the realisai:;"ion 

· of. the surplus-value expropriated during production. 

Capital is thus said to have a necessary circuit of 

two separate spheres which it must complete in·· the 

,:I?rocess. o,f ·iJ:s\·reproduction" I"n addition to production 

'·· ,',i 

: ;: . 
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the other sphefè 1.s that of circulation which is 

indeted thè fir~t stage of the circuit. At this 

pr~mier point, money capital is spent in the purchase 

of the .means of production (denoted Mp), and labour 

power :(Lp.). · As a simple formula, this stage is 

expressed thus: 

.,--- Lp 
M-C 

.....___ Mp. 

The main· purpose served by movement of capital 

at this stage is the transformation of the money f orm 

into the commodity form. This commodity form comprising 

of.the means of production and labour power, is what 
. 

yields the second stage of the movement of capital-

the production of value and surplus value. This is 

denoted by ••.• P ••• to .show that the process of circulation . \ ~ . . . ' ' ·:. 

1. s brokE;m · • 

The _pext.i's~age. is that when capii:al enters t"he 

sphere of circulation again but this time as manuf actured 

goods to be sold on the market. Here c·apital changes 
' ' 

·from commodity form (denoted C' to reflect the increase 
(: 

:due to surplus-value) into.money form again, (but this 

time, money is denoted M I to ref lec·t the increase due 

io_ profi-t;)" The entire circuit could then be expressed 

thus: -

. . . L 
· M -C / ~- ••• P ••• C ' -M 1 

'-.....Mp 

Once this process 1.s completed it ~esumes all over 

'ag4.in. · T·l'.a:t..1\13 how social capital swells.; Now .notice 

, '\ ',. 
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that industrial·capital thus reveals itself as made 

up really of three parts·, money .capita_l, productive 

capital _c:uYd ,oommodity capital. But it is productive 

ç:a:pital which really produce s the surplus value which 

.fattens social capital. Thus you can say that t:!-le 

oth~r .f orms of capital are merely support ive • In 

other words, "the functional .form of productive capital 

is the specific, basic.form of industrial capita11115 

Notiqe that this is one of the distinctive marks of 

indus~ri_al capital as opposed to earlier forms like 

merchant capital which existed only as money and cornmodity 

forims ori in fa.et loan capital which assumed only rncney 

forim. None of the· latte"!' two, inclucted· the pr>oductive 

arm. 

Ho·wever, this is -by the way. The pertinent fact 
' ; 1··· l' • ~ •• ~ 

that we. want to crystallise.from the above discussion 

is that indust.ri~l capital necessarily circulates. in 

two spheres: those of production, and circulation. And 

the periods of circulation and that of production 

mutually exclude each otheru Besides, as Marx has 

right ly observed 

~ . .._ ' ....... , , .. '•, .. ' -

During its time of circulation, capital 

does not perf orm the functions of 

productive capital and the:refo:re, 

produces neither ,ccnmodities nor surplus­

valueu If we· study the circuit in i ts· 

simplest form, ël-S when the entire capital-· 

il 5see 'A·,·ni-~ticm·a'ry'· ·of._: p·oJ.'i:tïcal · Fco"r·omy-, Progre ss, 1 ~185; 
p ~ 162 u 
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value p~~ses in one bulk from one 

phaE!e. into '.anothe.r, it becomes palpably 

evident that the. process of production. 

· and theriefore. also the self-expansion of 

the capital.:..valùe are inte·rrupted as· 
1. 

long as its time of cirQulation lasts, 

and that the renewal of the process of 

production will proceed at a faster or 

a slower pace depending on 'the length of 

circulation time •••• ie. the more the tiE1e 

of circulation is equal to zero, or approaches 

zero, the more does capital function, the 

more does the productivity and the self-

. f . 1 . 16 ·expansion o 1t_s va ue increé.l.se • 
. · " 

The circul?1,tion. period thus necessary is yet a 

drag on-the expanded reproduction of social capital 

in the sense that it ties down,. productive capital. 

Social capital is not directly being expanded for the 

· time that capital is in circulation be cause 11.capitalists · 

who sell, .• e ~and ••• bu:w create neither values nor products". 

The point being made is that the f aster capital is 

released from circulation and returned to its productive 

ba~~ the better for the extended ,reproduction of 

social capita·L r'or while money-capital and profit 

remain tied down in commodity form awaiting their. 

reç1.lisation in the market, the production base is denied 

capital _for functioning. At such times surplus 

value is thùs not being expropriated, and this is 

l G 1 M . C ·t 1 . 1 1 Kar arx, api a , vo u , op ci~; pp 127-128. 
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against the very logic o.f capital which is always 

in thirst~_for more and ~ore profit" This,there­

fore, poses a problem for it inhibits·the extended 

reproduction of, social capital. How is this problem 

ameliorat.~d in:... the West'? We attend to this question 

shortly after ·raising a few other related issues. 

Strictly with reference to the circulation arm 

of the circuit of: capital, there are two sub-divisi,.ms, 

namely, the section that deals with conversion of 

mone:y · to commodit~ M-C, at [he beginnin& of the 

circuit; and the section that deals with the conversion 

of commodity to money, C'-1:1'. Between them · there· 

is a critical difference which has nothing .to do wi th 

the forms of commodities and money, but with the 

capi talist character of production" 
j • •• • I C I .' r t,) I • 

Intrinsically both C· 1'1' and M -C are· mere 

,co11versi.ons of. given values frorri one for'm 

intQ.another. But C'-M' is at the same 

time a realisation of the surplus-value 

contained in C 1 • M -C however, is not. 

. 1-8 Hen.ce selling is more important "t:han buying 

But ·this is reàlly putting it mildly because the 

p~int · of· selling the finished commodities is actually 

· the consummation·of the process of capital, where the 

gains are actualised and concretised. Besides, selling 

.is what ensures that money is returnG:i.· to the 

productive part of the circuit as q_uickly as possible 

.... ,-:--:. ·, •• 1. • • -~: '.), ~ • 

18Karl M '.arx, "·'Capît'al 2 op ci t, p,., 13 O o 

: l ; ,, l - l \ 
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ta increase the rate of rotation of capital and hence 

thé· expanded' re'prociuction of so~ial capital. But most 

importantly, it is only through selling that the 

conunodities are consumed. But consumption is what 

shores up demand. Or put another.:i.way, if products 

are not sold, they remain unconsumed and that means 

there is no .encouragement for more production;.capital, 

therefore, gradually collapses. 

Now by its very logic, capital enriches a few, and· 

impoverishes the greater population, who constitute the 

bulk of the buying public. So that .here ernerges an 

interèst;j.ng contradiction. This contradiction is more 

élea~ly seen especially with the prôcuction of heavy 

goods, like cars for instance, which are not easily 

affordable. Again, cJpital confronts a dilen~a. How 
·r ~ · . ~Cf ' j '1 _ .; • 

does it encourage consumption and push up demand, 

.inspit~ of t~~se odds? 
.. 

We shal~ :~ee in a moment how these problems are 

ameliorated after we have mentioned one last one, again 

a::,sociated_.with the circuit of capital. Cap·ital is 

naturally expansive; this is true of it in more sense 

than one. But the particulari manifestation of its 

expansive character is its regular> search for new 

r ·.markets, to .buy and to sell and maJ<:e higher gains • 
. -, .. 

This means that distance often separcttes points of 
,: 

pUrchase and points of Ùtili.sation of commodity. This 

p~ses a problem for transaction, as expressed, for 

in/:,tance,. i;n ,the inconvenience of carrying cash over 
' ' ' 

distançes. 
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Now all the se problems that capital must .face 

in the. course· df its circuit of ·reprodu·ction are 

i:ldequately ameliorated by moderin c1:1edit facilities 

and services" ,:'But the functioning of this system 

so inevitable in the reproduc~lon of social capital 

itself rests on bburgeois_ rationality. To fully 

appreciate and prove these points we must go t6 greater 

detailu 

·We may trace the origin of credit to th1e uneven 

production among different producers within the same 

community. This was usually as a result of some producers 

acCJumula.ting suriplus while some o·thers wor>ked at a 

deficit. To be sure uneven development does not 

automatically lead to the development of credit. Far 

fri~m being .a n~tural ·institution, the development of 
j, j . ~ 1 •' , -: •• : ~t, 

credit is rather a. ,product of particular social relation-

ships. For instance, a society t:~:.·'.t .functions co­

operately1 need~s .. no creditu The ones with surplus aid 

t~ose in ncod. This was the case in primitive societies. 

But as these societies disintegrated a.long with 

the development of exchange relations, the spirit of 

mutual aid receded •. The developm~nt of commodity 

production gave impetus to the development of a rnoney 

econorny. Money was to bee-01Iles both a mean~ of exchange 

and an object of exchange in usury. All these facilitated 

tracte. And with the development of . j.nternational 

trade we began to witness the rudiments of b2.nking 

,op~rations,, .e~pecially with the emergenc~ of money-
.. '" ··' 

}! ' 

'' 
.·;t 
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changers at fairsu International trade created an 

intrinsic nee'd· for credit: the ·separation between 

the time of purchase·· and delivery; the separation 

in space of buyer from·seller; the need to transfer 

substél:Iltial amounts of money over long distances, 

etc. All these gave rise to commercial credit or 

circulation credit. And we started to witness'the 

use of bills of exchange and letters of credit. 

Circulation credit, to be sure ,did not directly enlarge 

social qapital. And this for obvious reasons: the 

credit was not being deployed productively for the 

expropri.ation of surplus-value. This was only to 

o~cur with the emergence of investrnent credit, itself 

a product of the era of industriial capitalism. Investment 

credit enl~rg,~g, the sphere of the operation of capital. 
,! , 1 , •,·;. 1 1 , • 

For ins:tance, othep_wise "sterile" money was now 

advanced into .production iri industry.. This is how 
.J .1 

credit began 
1

t_p. enhance . the extended· reproctu·ction of 

social capital. The credit system allows ·the capitalists 

to expand social capital without· they thernse,lves owning 

C_apital of their OWDo 

Beyond this, credit facilitates the optimum and 

maximum utilization of capital in the interest of 

social capital. Let us explain. Notice that during 

·production, money capital is often turned into "un­

productive" rnoney" Such unproductive money may 

iI)clude: 

a) Deprec~a;tipn :rund (rnoney capital nee?ed to renew 

the .f ix.éd capital of an enterprise is usu.ally 
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accumulated·only after several yearsu The 

accruing depreciating .fund theref ore, over the 

years ~ay.therefore, lie fallow during the period). 
1 

Wages .Fund (money put as ide for the payment of 

wages would likewise lie "waste" for as long as 

the interval :Oetween ~ays or payment. This coul.d 

. be a week, a mon th or imore) • 

c) Consumption Fund (The same fate of unproductivity 

a·lso bef alls the money set as ide by the capitalist· 

for his own consumer needs). 

d) Accumulation Fund: (The share of profit reinvested 

in~ industry is not usually used up in its 

entirety at the start of a production cycle. 

The capitalist often awaits a f avourable climate 

likè a go_o<:l,_ market. conj uncture before inve sting 

the profitYe 
' 

·., 

These are monies temporarily excluded from the 

production. proce_ss:, and so are· renè.ered unproductive, 

This is one ·side .of the coin-the supply side. Let 

us now turn to the demand side. 

We have already stated that the renewal of fixed 

capital does not usually take place·exactly when the 

d_epreciation· funds have been a,ccumulatedo This renëwal 

would most likely.take place at moments of the economic 

cycle when, say, the market is favourableu But what 

if, at this opportune moment, an interested capitalist 

has not accumulated. enough to invest ane·w; what 

happens? Due.,to the credit system, he would be able 

.. , .\ 
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to borrow the c<:1,pital needed to utilise the opportunity. 

Again, take a capitalist with access to a technical 

innovation· that would help him expand production for 

an expanding m~rket, but lacks the necessary capital, 

what does he do? Again due to the credit system he 

can function. 

Let us take .one more example; At the end of a 

production cycle, another should resume. But this may 

not always work out to be so, because of unsold 

commoqities. already produced. Thi·s ties up money­

capital. But in line with. the logic of capital, the 

capitalist needs to borrow to resume production all 

the same, for in the final analysis, his rate of profit 

depends on the number of production cycles completed 

per unit time. Again, the credit-system serves him. 

The bank thr,qugh investment credits and other such 

facilities fulfils the role of centraliser and mobiliser of. . . ··. . . 
of social capit.al, by playing ··an intermediary between 

those ( including workers) with "unproductive" money and 

those in need of money-capital. 

We now look briefly at two other forms of credit 

besides investment .credit. · Recall that as the capi talist 

mode develops, production becomes increasingly separated 

from the market.. This increases the risk of lengthening 

rotation timé, ie. time required to complete a circuit 

· of capital. The service. that. circulating credit renders 

then is to minimise or. possibly é.liminate completely 

productive. capital tied up in circulation.. This it 

:â:oes· by adv1àn1cing the capitalist. some capital in order 

:that he may continue with. production p.ending the 

'). 
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realisation of the money-capital in the commodities. 

Th~s way tl).e .:.~xpropriation of $Urplus-value can 

continue uninterru pted, enlarging capital in the 

process and swelling social capital. That is ,.:··· · -

circulation credit. 

Now consumer..credit •. We actually started wit 

witnessing this form of credit in the vyesi: :, in' the 

early part of this century with the mass production 

of cçinsumer durables such as cookers, refrigerators, 

sewing machines, cars, radios, televi~ion sets, motor­

cycles, washing machines etcetera. The point was 

that the prices of these goods were generally out of 

the reach of the consumers. Consumer credit was, 

therefore, advanced to enable the consumer purchase and 

_.the,n pay over,..time. This act which may appear like a 

f avour ,to the ,consumer is actually not one as such. 

It rather has,.,,the effèct of aiding the capitalist in 

keeping up_ effi_::ctive demand, .for without the necessary 

market, there is no impetus for further production. 

And no production me ans no appropriation of· surplus­

value, so social capital ?,Oes. not expand. Consumer 

credit therefore. serves the extended reproduction of 

·social capital. 

This is really the principle behind the introduction 

of credit cards, as well Although you could argue 

that the card is more convenient for the consumer but 

it also encourages him to buy even when he does not 

· .possess the,-pu:r>chasing power. The card encourages . 

him ·to incur debt~:tbut in doing that he -·~h@r.es up 

,,• . " 
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demand. . That is the real rationale" 

Hopefu11y\ having now established the signific_ance 

o.f the .modern credit system in the process of the 

extended reproductioD o.f social capital, what is left 

is to _relate i t · to bourgeois rat ionali ty properly. 

We have to show that it r.ests on the collective 

restraint of the bourgeoisie. The relevant questions 

therefore are: What is the basic foundation on which 

the credit system rests? What is it about the behaviour 

of the bourgeoisie in the Occident which sustains the 

credit system? 

A g.ood way to begin might be t o look a litt le · 

môre closely at the evolution of the system itself. 

The ·transportation of substantial amount s of money _ 

9ver long_d~~~ê11ces had rendered tracte very burdensome. 

This was in ,addition to the insecurity of persans carr1ying 

such monies ov:er the distances. These, amongst cithers , 
,, 

forced the_na~çent bourgeoisie to invent tokens for 

. money. These tokens for money developed as bills of 

exchange and transfers of deposits. The bills of 

exchange, particularly hel:ped to remedy the business 

incqnveniences generated as a result of the time lapse 

between purchase and delivery, and the separation in 

distance between seller and buyer. G radually, 

the bills of exchange with generalised use began to 

serve as tokens for money. The use be came even more 

widespread, with the ·accep-tance of the bills by persons 

other than. tf:.hose named on the document. ·In Western 

i· 

,·:',~: 
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Europe, this mar'i.ner of circulation was assured throu9h 

endorsement of.the bills. So that around those 

areas, about t'he 19th oentury,. it · was normal_ to see 

bills of exohange covered with numerous signatures" 

The thing to note here is that the circulation of 

this token curren9y was · .only possible be cause of the 

confidence reposed on it by those who accepted · it ;but 

this confidence is only a ~eflection of the trust 

amon~st partners involved in the transactions. 

This is precisely the -manner .in which the special 

bill of exchange called the cheque developed~ It began 

with merchants giving their creditors written orders, 

stating specified sums of money to be paid the bearèrs 

upon presentation: of the orders" Cheques are simply 

:more modern,,for,ms of ·the se orders, whose use is only 

possible. be cause of· the mutual trust of the transactors. 

That one acce,pts a cheque in. exchange for the sale of 

one' s comm9d~t_:i.es;,for instanc~, presupposes confidence 

in the payer, in the ·first pla,ce-confidence that money 

will be there to collect once one gets to the bank. rt· 

is this trust that lends confidence and credence which 

keeps those pièces of papers (the cheques) in circulation, 

·saving the exchangers trouble and f acilitating their 

productivity u 

It is again based on trust that one who keeps a 

current account, as most capitalist _,do, .for e ase of 

transaction, is granted overdr<:3-fts, ·money in excess of 

. what he has LÜ;i his account in an-ticipation of payments-

·1.· 

1. ,· 
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ino Thus he can carry on his business without 

Wq.iting f::or> t'he realisation of the value of 

commodities sent out into the market; and production 

can proceed without .interruption. The expropriation 

of su;r,plus-value and consequent enlargement of 

social capital continuing unhinderede 

The point really is that the Western bourgeoisie, 

in spite of the self-seeking nature of particular 

capitals, exercise restraint and ~iscipline enough to 

imbue confidence in the modern credit system so vital 
' 

as we have seen, for the extended repro1i!;iuctïon. of 

social çapital. This is expression of bourgeois 

rationality; the exercise of collective discipline, 

in spite of selfishness of particulars, for the benefit 

,,of .social ,cap1:i,.tal. Put differently the. credit system 

is already hamstr.ung and social capital suffers once 

a mutuality Qf tru~t ë!mongst the· t:ransactors ·is dïminished. 

If the selfishness of particu·lar capitals gains 

ascendancy. over the survival of social capital leading 

to the erosion of mutual confidence, mutua~ suspicion 

overcom~s the necessary mutual trust. jeopardising the 

crecl.it system, reducing its effectiveness and efficiency 

·and:.- inhibiting the extended reproduction of social 
. . ' 

cp.pitaL 

VI .. ·sUMMARY 

·In this chapter we have been· concerned with 

.delineatipg,:J,r.,iih.e salient tenets o.f bourgeois rationality. 

,, •., 
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Here we refer to the ways in which bourgeois 

rationality manifests in order that extended 

reproduction of social capital is ensured.and 

facilitated. These tenets include the rule of law, 

liberal de~ocracy and the modern credit system, all 

of·which are necessary for the expanded reproduction 

of social capital-'but whi~h require bourgeois rp.tionality 

to adequately function~ 

Once it is acceptèd that social capital exists 

really as particular capitals, the· need for bourgeois 

rationality is easy .to establish following the modus 

vivendi of particular capitalso For in spite of their 

s~lfishn~ss and greed particular capitals need to 

exer.cise reastraint in, f<?r instance, submitting t.o the 

rule of· law, a .basic p:r;1eruwosition for the fun_ctioning 

o.f bourgeois society and in particular for the assured 

reproduction o,f soci~l capital. Law than obj ectively 

governs . all, and, in· doing that is able, among st others, 

to mediate the necessary contradictions between particular 

capitals and social capital so that the law of value can­

operate. Particular capitals can then compete under. 

some ordèr, just as labour now willingly submits to 

~xploitation· having perceived itself as equal with·capital. 

In the.process, surplus-value is expropriated enlarging 

social capitalu 

This necessary veil. of equality and freedom is what 

th~ political correlate of capitalism, liberial democracy 

(, 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



97 

reinf orce s" It acts as an ideoJ.ogical ann which 

underscores the .impressions of èquality and freedom 

for alL Again here, the bolH'geo:i.:.::: e exercises 

necessary .restraint submitting '.: ;. ·j :i.beral democratic 

rules~ This is how the illusion of equality and 

freedom is maint9,:Lnedu 

Lastly as capital rnakes its circuit tb actually 

realise the excess expropriate(: .in the production 

arena, there is need for the rnode:t'n credit system. 

But this system itself rests on t·rustworthiness of the 

bourgeoisie in spite of their · selfishness as particulars. 

Discipli;ne then needs to be e:>fer·(:ise,:'I. .~ or the system 

to function. 

But notice that the se rest 1··aint s are actually 

,prernised on the level of development of product:i.ve forces,· 

and the degree of autonomy .of the stateu These ·are the 

condiJ:ions est.ablishing the cultuJ:'f! of obedience 'to 

general liaWS and norms of bourgeois Society, Which ar1e 

themselves objectively enforced, subjecting all, 

irrespective of class or statusu It is only when we 

link bourgeois· rationality thùs, t!iat we can understand 

its weakness, where the level o.f development of forces 

of production is yet rudimentary and the state enjoys 

lirnited auto~orny .as we shall find in the Nigerian case. 
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CHAPTER F!VE 

NIG'ERIA: THE INTRODUCTIO.N or CAPITALI~ 

I~ INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter part of our interest is to 

trace the history, of capitalism in Nigeria from its 

introduction to the present, --fôclÙdr,yg · \attention on 
--- ----------

the peculiarities of its penetration. This should 

shed.light on the special character of the country's 

capitalism, and bourgeoisie. To accomplish these goals 

we have divided the chapter into three main sections. 

The first deals with the background to Nigeria's 

incorporation into capitalismu The second with 

colonialism and capitalism. And the third with the 

character of Nigerian·capitalism. All these would 

enable us to explain the weakness or otherwise of 

bourgeoi"s rat.ionality in the Nigerian millieu. 

II. 4.2 BACKGROUND TO INCORPORATION 

Nigeria's incorporation in the world 

capitalist system dates back to the period of 

colonialism. The maturation of the capitalist 

··contradictions in Europe led to its search for new 

markets, raw materials and cheap labour out side that 

continent" However, the subordination of the Nigerian 

terri tory to Europe actually started bef ore the . 

industrial revolution1 which marked the actualisation 

\_,,] 

1This covers approximately the .period between 1760 and 
18 3 0 f ollowing T. S o Ashton I s· The Industr·ïal Re'v'olutio:1 
1760-1830, Oxford University 'J?ress, London, '1948" 
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of capitalism in Europe. Indeed, the incorporation 

of the countEy·· into the world capi talist market can 

actually be traced to the era of slave tracte. · 

In th.is era, between 1472 and 1830, the trade 

took ·p·lace· at the coasts of the country where 

· Europe an slave de_alers me:t · wi th their agents. Trading 

at the shores ·-')11â.~ 0 p.articularly convenient be cause of 
"--.~ .'· ---------

communication problems~ lack of roads, railways, etc. 

Besides, by the mid-;sen-tury when the Portuguess made 

their debut on the Nigerian port, the hinterland 

w~s largely yet a'.::ieifâi -iricogni ta. 
- -

The. British· we·;;\-, howévêr ~. to soon challenge al)d 

dominate trade in the region, backed by their naval 

superie.rity over _ .other sea powers of the .time. The 

.sl&v.e mer,char;t:ts. in f act, received the support of the 

British royalty, who actively participated in the trade. 

BesidE?S,.. :the direct participation, the crown also 

grantedrqyal .charters to joint stock companies to 

carry out the trade in specified areas. · For· instance, 

James I granted such a charter to the company of 

Adventurers in London in 1618. And so did Charles I 

grant such a charter to a group of English merchants 

in 1631. Also·in 1660, the company of Royal Adventurers 

of England was granted a royal charter to supply, in 

particular 3,000 slaves.annually to the English 

possessions in the West Indies. 

Upt ill the 18th .1century ,. slaves were the. main 

.icexp·0rt of'.·ildn.~:Nigerian coast. In 1771, ç3.lone, 63 

> {) { 
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English ships p·acked 1. over 2 3, 0 O O Nigerians from 

th~,i.-Bight~ o:f ... Be.nin to the West Indies. To worsen 

matters, it was the most able-bodied and productive 

sections of the population that were carted away as 

2 slave,s. Walter Rodney for instance, suggests that 

the age range of 'slaves was between 15 and 35, the 

very core of the productive labour force. This is 

not to mention the debilitating effects of the general 

social instability engendered by ~he hun:t for slaves 

on inter and intra-societal levels. 

The era of slave trade was succeeded by the so­

càlled ~egimate trade. To be sure this change in ~he 
. 
strategy of exploitation of the economy was informed 

by the changing needs of Europe, the need for more 

;primary pr9qu,cts f qr Europe an industries f ollowing 

the inqus,triai revolution, and the need for a wider 

mark~t •. , . So that it became better to leave the "natives" 

in tl1eir )1,ome).and to serve two other purposes : feed 

the industries with tropical African agricultural 

products ê!I1d provide a ready market for the:i.r goods. 

From this point onwards, the ·production of cash crops 

was emphasized and ·intensified for shipment to Europe. 

This change was precipitated by the contradictions of 

capitalism in Europe which propelled it towards the 

2see Walter Rodney, · Ho·w Eü'rope· Uhd'et,developed· Afr•ic·a..:i. 
Bogle L'Ouverture, Lonaon, ~~2" 
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' ··, ' 

exploitation of other lands. Irnperialisrnu How is 

this. phenomenon . engendered? 

Notice that capital is inherently expansionary, 

since the .capitalist perpetually seeks to add surplus 

value ·to,.h;Ls çapitaL A point of expansion reaches 

when it must overf'low to other lands. Also, free 

competition under capitalism ever calls for grèater 

efficiency resulting ih the acquisition of more and 

more'plants, machines, and other ~orms of technology, 

while reducing the share of labour (the very source 

of surplus value) in the general capital outlay. This 

is what is technically referred to as incPease in the 
. 

organic composition of capitaL The result is a fall 

in the rat~ of profit. Here the capitalist finds 

1..:h:im.self :i;,n,:.füAilerruna •. 

Tµe continuous effort to cope with and beat 

competition m~y force hirn to opt for. oligopolistic 

competition.,: .. ,But this restricts and stifles productivity. 

He may also resort to increasing the rate of exploitation 

of the worker. But this has its limits, fo:b the worker 

. mµst earn enough, to at l.east, reproduce himself in 

order to be able to present himself for further 

exploitation. One of the most viable options he then 

has left is to direct his attention to other lands, the 

.,: ~conomically backward ones" 

Another contradiction resulting from free competition 

which leads to imperialism is that of the excessive 

' . 
• _ ·'~ i ! L \.-· 
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production of .goods f ollowing from the unregulated. 

né;lture of the economyQ The over-production givE:s 

I'ise to' underconsumption. The crisis drives towards 

!: · .tJie s~arch .for new markets.. All the se explanations 
' 

which · arE?' actually implicit in Marx I s treatment of 
1. 

capital inforrhed Lenin's·theory of imperialism3 • But 

he went somewhat beyond Marx in showing that 

im~erialism ~as in fact the highest stage in the 

development of capitalism. He also identified some of 

the basic features of this stage as including: 

a) the development of the concentration and centrali­

sation of production and capital to such a point 

. that monopolies emerge; 

b) the merging of bank capital with industrial 

;, ., . capital·,,.as: finance capital, and the emergence of 

a fi;r:i._ancial .oligarçhy; 

c) t.he_ ,.1:=xpor,i:ation of capital; 

d) the, division of the world among st the world' s 

biggest capitalist combines; 

e) the territorial division of the world amongst 

the· world' s biggest pow~rs etc. 

III COLONIALI91 

N6w, the contradictions, as we outlined above, 

of the capitalist mode of production in Europe, where 
,· 

.it first took root led ta the conquest and subordination 

'/ •. 1 .. ; 

' 3see for ·i~st~ce v· • .r. Lenin,-Tmp·eria:lism, the Highest 
··stage·:of·C'ap·it·a1i·sm··, :F'oreign Language Press, Pel<ing, 1·965. 
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of other lands, ·and the imuosition of alien coercive 

rul~:=, colon~'.r-~ipm. Nigeria was ·one of those territories 

that was. so subjugat~d to fulfil the need for new 

markets and the search for cheap raw materials to feed . •' . 

specif_ically British industries, for Britain was its 

coloniser. All forms of ~esistance to the colonial 

power had to be quelled and decisively quashed.· This 

accounted for the violence visited upon the natives 

as wé witness in the deportation of King Jaja of Opobo 

and in the shelling of Brass trad~rs4 • 

At first, the domination and administration of 

the terr.itory was by trading concerns to enhance their 

atitivit,ies. Among the e·arliest trading companies. to 

estàblish a. trading post in.the Nigerian hinterland 

was a Man.chester f irm; the West African Company, which .. . ... . ... '·. ' 

opened _up an offiç~ .. in Lokoja. This was in 1865. 

Other .f irms s_gon j oined, opening up post s in several 

other places,.-including Akass·a, Onitsha, and Egga. 

All this was with the active support of the British 

government. · In 1872, for instan·ce, the British f oreign 

office was to tr·ansfer a consulate opened in Fernando 

Po to Calabar in response to the widening frontiers of 

i:rade. 

The numerous foreign firms established in the 

re.gion engaged in competition with ·one another for 

greater share of the trade. They ·were however, later 

·. 4M·uch of· c!-11 ::the se is well chroni cled in- M. Crowther I s 
"The· Story of" Nig·eria, 1" aber and faber, Londo;n 1962. 

\,,' 
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amalgamated as the United African Company; ùnder 

one·Sir George'Goldieu This was in 1879. The 

company ,whose name was changed to National Afri"can 

Company in 1882 then enjoyed a monopoly and increased 

capital •. It r.efurbished existing facilities in the 

olcl trading posts' ·and bui,lt new · ones. 

In 1886, the company was granted a charter, and 

it again changed its n·ame. This time to the Royal 

Niger Company. The charter conferred on the company 

the powers of a government. It was now to maintain 

law and order, administer justice, collect_ taxes while 

still overseeing commerce. In time, the company 

mobiliged an army to enlarge the domain of its operations 

to include Yola, Adamawa, and Borguu It also subordinated 

._,1th~.·, emirat;e'.'1: q:f Ilqrin, Nupe, Sokoto and G wandu, 

The threat of competition from other metropolitian 

powe:rs ,, and the need tÇ> intensif y British exploitation 

of the ter,ritorry led to the revocation of the charter 

on· J anuary 1 ,(~j the. day of the imposition of the 

colonial state. Fourteen years later, Northern and 

Southern Nigeria which had been administered as separate 

protectorates were ·amalgamated for more effective 

· administration and exploitation" This was when we 

began to wit;ness., in clearer perspective the incorporation 

of Nigeria into the capitalist orbit •. But in what 

specific ways was this done? 
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SECTION B 
,, ' 

rv. THE PENETRATION or· CAFITALISM' 

As we have seen the···capitalist mode· of 

production emerges when capital penetrates and 

takes over the pr;i~cess of production. Production is 

then basically corrunodity production, ie. exchange­

value production. Bu1;: for this exchange to occur, 

there is need for money, a universal.medium of exchange. 

The introduction of money is ·ther·efore, a must if 

capitalism must penetrate a society. 

In Nigeria, however, long bef on=· coloni-sation, 

there were already visible but rudimentary elements 
. 

of-a market economyg Among them was the use of money. 

The currenci~s in use then cohsisted of brass rods, 

·:··man il las , _ c.op'p.er · wirè s and cowr ie s. B y 15 2 2 , f·or 

instance, tD~ manilla.was.circulating as currency in 

Benin,, while ,c_owry was widely used in Yoruba and 

Igboland. But the limitations of these currencies 

became however, obvious·with th~ introduction of 

capitalism. They were,for example, cumbersome to handle 

and carry. Moreover, they were not convertibleo There 

was, theref ore, the need for the British to introduce 

_a new currency that would overcome the short coming s. 

A ban on importation of all items that served as 

currency was imposed and the withdrawal of the existing 

traditional currencies enforced. And by the way, with 

the introduction of British currency, .the loss of the 

•: 
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savings of the. users was entirely their liabilitJo 

The event~al monet~sation of the economy implied 

as Ake put it "the pervasiveness of money as. a 

medium of ·exchange in the economy at large, the 

development of the attributes that we now call the 

modern monetary system, including the credit 5 system" 

To be sure, the question of 110w to make the new 

currency pervasive in the Nigerian economy was mainly. 

resolved through the encouragement of wage-labour. 

Often crude force was employed to draft wage-

labourers to work for the British firms and the 

colonial government. As D. C. fÔhii<iika". notes : • ... -" __ ,.,.,.. . 

· To displace labour and recruit those · they 

wante.d, colonial agents resorted to very 

tou~h measures. In Northern Nigeria, for 

instance, they .tur:r:i.ed the; emirs into a 

• sociai ... support for the oppression of the 

people. Most of the northern emirates had 

been smashed by the British at the end of 

the 19th .century, but were immediately r•e­

organised to actas a powerful instrument 

for the recruitment of forced labour. In 

South-Eastern Nigeria and in Ben·in 

province, where no powerful institutions 

of chiefs existed, the British created 

warrant chiefs and vested them with powers •.. 

5c1aude Ak'e, A Political Economy of Africa,. Longinans, 
London, 1 9 81 ,, p" 3. 
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(to c?mpel) all ableLbodied men and 

wome~( t·o ·work with or wit:hout pay 6 
u 

107 F ,~ .. 

The f orceful drive of the natives into the labour 

market was ,rendered almost irresist.ij.ible with taxation" 

Althoug·h, ·the experience of paying taxes was not new in 

N.igeria, now it ha~ to be .done in the new currency. 

This was critical in the spread of wage-labour, for 

the new currency had first to be earned before it could 

be uséd to pay tax~ 

And along with the ascendancy · of the British'. 

currency, also came modern banking" The f irst bank 

·to be . ·established in Nigeria was the Bank ·of British 

West Africa~ This was established in 1894 with the 

objective of- providing services for the British trading 

firms and the,_ colonial government, already established 

then on tµe coast of We~t Africa. Of course, this was 

meant. t:o f ac.ilitate the extension of the British 
.. 

currencyo The bank had the responsibility of maintaining 

appropriate reserves and ensuring convertibility into 

the British currency u . It was also the bank of issue. 

The British goverrunent was· however, dissatisfied with 

concentrating too many roles in the banko This led 

to the. creation (1912) of the West African Currency 

Board charged. with issuing_ :a separate currency for 

· the colonies in West Africa and managing itu 

. 6'. . . ,_ ,-... 
.-\~~_ .. c: 1îOl1~-~-!~~, "Exploitation of Lanour: "'Ja<Jed and F'orced", in 
·-.·:·,.~-"t..::~_\Toyin Falola (edo) ,' 'Brîtain and· N·ïge·ria·:· Exploitati·on 

1 
or rr"ëve lOPilJ:~nt:,, Zed, London, i 98'J; p ;14 8 o . 
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Nevertheless, the iss~ed currenci~s remained 

tied"·to that1·.,9f,:·Britain with bath being freely . 

convertible. · So that it was indeed, the colonial 

authorities who determined the monetary practices 

in the colony. In particular ,. money supply was 

determined mainly' ·by the British demand for the 

colony's export. The consequence ·was the dependence 

of the bouyancy of the· Nigerian colony. on Britain. 

This· encouraged the export orientation of the _local 

economy; and helped render it a complement to that 

of Britain, at least, to the extent that it specialised 

1n feed~ng British industries with its primary products. 

The point that should begin to crystallise from 
.. 

here is that the monetisation enhanced it s being 

~ 
0
supordina,.tecl_.:to serve the interest of the metropole. 

This has conse·que_nce for the character of capitalism 

in the polon:i.sed t~rritory. vle shall return to this 

once~ we. ,}:'lé\-ve. discussed :·:trade·, another very important 

means by which capitalism was introduced into Nigeria, 

integrating its economy into the metropolit'an capitalist 

orbit •. 

V.. ~TRADE 

The question here is what role did.trade play 

in integrating the Nigerian econômy into the capitalist 

orbit? This question is easy to answer when once we 

remember the transformations that occurred in trade 

~ lie::tween.: N;ig.elr·ia · and Europe, after· · colonisation. 

' • • ~ :- \. t 

'' :r·· 

'1: ..... 
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Before that the impact of trade on the local 

the 

the situ.a:tion · drastically changed; especially with 

the British intentions of keeping off rivals and 

securing markets for their manufactured goods ~1d 

maintaining Nigeria as source of raw mater±als supplyv 

These requir•ed a more complete control of · the 

colonised territory: deterrnining ~hat is produced, 

how .and how muche 

To achieve the se and maximise profit, there was 

need to · expend a little on infrastructure in the bid 

to serve the major int~rest of exploiting the territory. 

And in reaching the hinterland, through the infràstructure 

1.,.provided, ,{t:b/3~·:scope of the money economy was in the 

same breath being expanded, and with it exchange 

rela:tions. W).-tile .Britain thus exten'ded the market 

for :its· ,rp.anU;factured products at "home", it also hàd 

greater access to the needed pr·imary products to feed 

its industries. 

TRe production of these. pr•imary products themselves 

was made P.ossible by both persuasion and coercionu 

Taxes and court fines ,for instance, had to be paid 

in British currency and this was only possible if 

one already earned it. And to· earn ·the British · 

currency·meant either to sell labour ·power to the 

British ·(~overnment or firms) or be engaged in cash 

crop production. . Besides, ·there was the further 

J. 

,, 
.'' 
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incentive·. of ·receiving .free seedlings and expert 

adviceo As. far back as· 1887, for instance, the 

government encouraged cocoa production, by es·taplishing 

botanical gardens· for cocoa seedlings. From here they 

were freély dist~~buted to farmers through both 

government agents and Christian missionaries. The 

story was similar for .other cash crops as·. well. The 

Cultivated Oil PaJJn Ordinance of 1935 ,for instance, 

offered full rebate of export duty in :f.orce to any 

planter who registered with the government and whose 

plot met the required standards. 

In various such ways, prirnary production was 

encouraged. The money accruing from this tvade for 

the colony was however. in turn to be spent on irnported 

rr:ianuf actureq goods. This encouraged specialisation, 

promoting complementar:j..ty and further tie.d the colony 

to the metropoJe. 

Needless to add, the new consumerist orientations 

established through the supp-ly of goods froJ'I!. 

Britain had the effect of destroying traditional c~afts 

and craftsmanship in Nigeria. The reason is simple: 

~he British· substitutes were cheaper, better 

made, ,more desirable and furictional than the local 

·procl.uèt s. The ultirnate eff ect of this was a 

regression in the development of productive forces in 

the colonised territory" 

i 
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This ,in outline, was how Nigeria got incorpo1"ated 

into the <;>rbit of capitalism; to service the 

interests of the metropole. The pertinent question 

now however is: what is the. peculiar nature of this 

capitalism that this manner of penetration engendered, 

~his question ne~ds to be answered to help shed light 

on the differences between the nature of capitalism, 

state and·· bourgeoisie of Nigeria, as opposed to that of 

the West • The crystallisation 9f these differerices 

and thus the peculiarities of Nigerian capitalism are 

central in explaining the weakness of bourgeois 

rationality in the_ country. 

VI CHARACTER OF COLONIAL CAPITALISM 

We begin with cl0ssical capitalism. This 

rests on the princ':Î.ple of .laissez-faire.; freedom to 

produce··~· buy ,: sell' and do as one wisµes" This 

princip'!e is · central for competition; for the dynamism 

and efficiency of the capitalist mode. Thus coercive 
1 

allocation of rewards and authoritàtive fixation of 

prices ·is completely rejècted under· classical 

capitalism 7 • Rewards and prices have to be in accordance 

with. the dictates of the free market forces. As a 

matter of fact, as Adam Smith concludes ,i~ is through 

7Much of this Adam Smith enunciated and demonstrated 
in his· we·alth ·of Natïohs, Modern Library, New York, 
1965 0 
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the free play of selfish interests that the social 

interest is catered for. Capitalïsm thus necessitates 

the glorification of the principle of laissez. .. .:.._fair~" 

To be· sure this .is the same principle · wJ1ich 

leads to waste and anarchy in production. Nevertheless, 

it is through thi~ practice of laissez-faire that 

capitalist countries have developed their ·productive 

forces. We would return to this point. But for now, 

the much we wish to note is that c.olonial capitalism 

wàs different. Once we remember that the colony itself 

was appriopriated to keep away competit>ors and maximise 

exploitation, it is already clear that colonial èapitalism 

must necessarily be characterised by monopolistic 

tendencies and market imperfections. This gets even 

,clearer whem,_rw~, reqa11· that the first colonial adminis-

tration; in the Nigerian territory was,in fact, by trading 

firms whose a:Lln was to enjoy a monopo'ly in exploit:i.ng 

the terri tory,. exercising extraordinary government powers 

to achieve this. 

The . f ormal. imposition of colonial rule was to 

release · the trading firms· from "political inconveniences"-, 

·so they could squarely face the mission of exploitation 

while the colonial government maintained the necessary 

political conditions. The major effect of this 

imposition of monopoly even frqm the inception of 

capitalism in Nigeria, meant as Ake observes that 

"colonial capitalism displays a pathological maturity) 

. .. . . ; ? ,t ·. 1 '· :~ 

~ 1 -, .... 
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like a highly accelerated ageing processo It nas, 

so to speak;-. :,a'ttain~d the weakness of old age without 
. . 

having had time to take advantage of the benefits of 

youthfuln~ss, it suffered the disadvantages of monopoly 

without having enj oyed the advantages of compet::.tion • 

• • • In colonial Africa, c~pitalism short-circuited 

history, so to speak and moved directly to a monopoly 

8 stage" • 

·capitalism was without the equilibrating effects 

of competition. This encouraged the degeneràti·on to 

primitive accumulation. Colonialism supported crude 

aç:cumula,tion, naked coercion, blatan·t :çobbery and 

brigan~age. To repea.t .monopoly was in consqnance with 

the very logic of colonial rule. Definitely, 

an o·ccupyi.ng power ruling by force could 

not institutionalize the principle of 
. . 

.,,laissez-faireo Competition .might distribute 

the wealth more than'' was desirable;. it 

could lead to some concentration of. wealth 

in the hands· of some of' the indigenous 

people, and this could endanger the regime, 

as economic power is easily transformed 

into political power. If the indigenous 

people ~ere allowed to compete and become 

successful, this could undermine the colonial 

doctrine which represented them as less 

8see Claude Ake, · A Polîti·c·a:i Ec·on·omy· ·of·. Af'rîca..i .· op ci·t, 
pp 49-50. 
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hum an in order t o j u st if y the ir in l uma11. 

treatment. The policy compatible w.i.th 

t~is doctrine was one which denied 

them access to economic advancement and kept 

9 
~he~ thoroughly.wretched. 

VII . THE NIGERIAN PETI'l'-BOURGEOISIE 

Colonial rule was to generate necessary 

contradictions between colonial c~pital and the 

Nigerian petit-bourgeosie, mostly created through 

education. But first how did the colonial masters 

involve ·themselves in a proj ect that turned out to be 

instrumental to their "overthrow". rt must have ·been · 

obvious that educating the Nigerian would·make him more 

awç1.re .of ,h;l.,p.,,:I?ights as a hu,man being, render · hirri less 

docile in the face of mind1ess exploitation, and 

generall~ moré assertive. 

.. ' ·., 

But .a.s Al<.e again argues 

Yeu cannot fully dominate without educating, 

without penetrating personality and culture 

,of the persan to be dominated. And the 

. pen.etration· has to be accomplished not so much 

by coercion as by educationQ The·same goes 

for .exploitation. You cannot fully exploit­

without educating. The untutored and un­

skilled is a tool of. ver•y limited use~ more 

is got out of him when he ~s tutored and 

9c1aude Ake, · Revolutiohary Pr·e·ssüre·s· Tn: Af'r,ica, Zed 
. London, 197 8, pp69-· O. 
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skilled
10 • 

And, there 'were ve.ry urgent reasons for educating 

the Nigerians. They were needed as supplementary 

staff in the administration of the colonyo This m~de 

· econornie s.ense •. · It was far cheaper than exp en ding huge 

amounts of money on· British administrators, when only 

a .few of them could be employed as supervisors over 

staff recruited from thé local population, and paid 

next to nothing to help run the adm_inistration. Besides, 

there was· need for technical staff to act as foremen in 

construction, generally: railways, roads, waterways, 

.buildings.; and in maintenance. It certainly also made 

better economic sense to use the local people in this 

regardo It was therefore, even in the selfish interest 

of the col9nt.alhmast~rs to make a concession and educate 

the "nat,iv,es", even if grudgingly and in a very limited 

fashiono' !• , r 

This liruited education prbvided was,however, decisive 

in crystallising a clear distinction in the class 

configuration of the local .population. Once ·educated, 

no matter. how poorly, one, by virtue of .attendant privileges, 

and special ~ositions which working for the colonisers 
. 

o.ffered ,was immediately differentiated from the rest of 

the local people •. One becarne a member of the elite, the 

.Nigerian elite, carved in the carricature likeness of 

10c1aude Ake, · A P'o'l'itîd1T E·con·omy-·---op cit, p.72. 
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the colonial mastersu And this resemblance· was 

not .just an accidentu Tt was indeed, the deliberate 

policy of the Europeans who of.fered the educ~tion, 

to create an elite inbued with their valuesu The 

rationale W9-S that thè inculcation of a mentality in 

consonance with that of the colonisers would enhance 

their use as colonial tools, for achieving colo'nial 

interestsu 

This was partly achieved through the establishment 

of speciàl schools that clearly enj oyed advantages over 

others. The recru~ts into these schools were usually 

those from f amilies of hig;h socio-economic positions. 

For example, sons of chiefs and emirs. In Nigeria, 

King's Çollege was a good example of such schools. The 

.. who_J-e ini.;~nti9!ïl· was to ensure that those being groome-d 

to become elites pap. good opportunities for upward 

mobility ,. in parti<::ular for leadership roles. Tri.e success 

of this. aim wa.s even more enhanced with the limited and 

exclusive educationa·l opportunities provided in the 

colonial setting.". It is instructive that all those who 

formed the Lagos Youth Movement
11

, becoming. very 

influential in early Nigerian politics were old boys 

of King's Collegeo These included Ernest Ikoli, H.O. 

· Davies, and. -Samuel Akinsanyao 

.. ',:. 

11This was later renamed the National Youth Movement 
(NYM) u 

1 --
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Another way through which class differentiations 

d,ist,illed. was. .through trade" .Following the external 

orientation of the economy which we have already 

deal t~. with, there was need for local middleman" 

This provided ,an opportunity for part of the indigenous 

population to develop into marginal capitalists. 

Their basic functions-included acting as frontier men, 

to help in discovering· and opening up new markets .in 

. the hinterland. This served the colonial firms well, 

for they had not the personnel to do this, neither was 

it really safe for their staff to carry· out those 

duties themselves •. Besides, it would have been un-· 

e·conomic deploying staff to pick small quantities of 

proèluce from villp.ges and hamlets scartered ·and far 

. :bei;wee:h. '.l'p,e job was · 1eft to middlemen whci brought in 

the p·rqduce in· bulk, sometimes after carrying out the 

extra-fun ctiol),S of sort ing, blending · and grading .; bef ore . . 
selling t:o. the,:.firms. By carrying out this role of 

middlemen and women, some of the indigenous population 

made good profit. But this was the case only in few 

cases. In the majority of cases, there was really not 

much to show for the venture, owing to the·m6nopoly 

·of the firms which enabled them to fix pr•ices sometimes 

ridiculously low. And if a middleman tried to strike 

an independent line of operation, he was immediately 

dealt with and forced in line" The point is: this was 

one way by which class ·ctifferentiations occurred under 

1•:COlonialiS.Jll . .; .. 1 
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Sorne members of the petit-bourgeois class also 

emerged, functioning as agents which serviced the 

needs of the working population in the entrepot su 

Usually, these were places of high population· which 

created demands for such services as tailoring, dry~ 

cleaning, food and furniture supplies, etc. Sorne of .. 
the indigenous population utilised these opportunities 

to become marginal cap_italists as well. 

The colonial administration itself also he1ped 

differentiate Nigerians along class lines, especially 

with its system of native admînistration. In Northern 

Ni_geria, for instance, this rested heavily on the emi!'s 

and their lieutenants, following the so-called indirect 

rule method of the British. The privileges, power and 

incomes th~:t-:"t_l}eir positions attracted clear>ly mar>ked 

them out of thE= re,i;;,t of the indigenous population. The 

situation was the same.~ven in· the southern parts of 

the country where warrant chi.~f s were appointed to 

perf orm similar functions as their northern counterparts, 

enjoying tremendous privileges, patronages c:md power as· 

well. 

But as we -saw earlier, concentration of economic 

.power in any arm of the local. population was in the 

l~ng run antithetical to the very ideology of colonia-

. lism, one that saw Africans generally as sub-humans who 

had to be subjected to colonialism in their own interest" 

Their economic influence thu·s had to be seriously 

checked lest it be used to capture political power" 
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No wonder then Nigerian businessmen of the period 

had to -meetl· with gross discrimination and f:r.·ustration" 

Banks, for instance, refused to grant credit to 

indigenpus entrepreneurs under all kinds of pretexts 

often. backed with the force of law. 

The monopoly charp.cter of colonial capi·talism 

was necessarily matched by the colonialists ·exclusiv·e 

claim to power. And this could not but be so, for 

if the indigenous population was allowed full 

political participation, the justification for 

colonialism in the first place would have dissolved. 

·The N~gerians therefore, necessarily had to be 

marginalised economically and politically. 

However, the creation of the Nigerian petit­

_l::>purgepi~Je. __ largely to service colonial interests 

was or turned 0,1,.i:ç contradictory to the. colonial system 

itself. The pos~tipns occupied by these Nigerians in 

thE;: co_l,oni~l and f oreign f irms exposed them enough 

to Western values. This was more so with western 

educatiqn. These indigenous people then îmbued with 

weste.rn values became more .assertive of their rights 

and more politically conscious. 

Their positions and exposùre also helped to 

demystify the personality and culture of the colonial 

mastie·r. This gave them confidence; raised their hope 

for better expectations and strengthened their will 

to achieve them. They now shared, in particular·, 

.'.the capi:tal_ist values of the colonialist s, hoping 

• 1 
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that their qualifications ·and . .1ability would fE: · c11 

thern privileg~s similar to those of the colonÎaJ. 

masterso . 

The se hopes were however mocked~ fT'Ustràted, F.1.nd 

dashed" For reasons already given,the British had 

to monopolise political and economic power. This 

necessarily generated contradictions between ·the 

colonial masters and the Nigerian petit-1:,ourgeois_ie; 

contradictions which could only be resolved with the 

overthrow of the colonial regime. The deprivations of 

the Nigerian petit-bourgeoisie fired nationalist movements 

leading eventually to Nigeria' s independence on October 

1, 1960 .• 

But what are the peculiarities of this ind;i.genous 

bo.urgeoisie, that gained political ascendancy at inde-
• • J • • '' • ~. J ' • J 

pende~ce? And what was the nature of the state that · it 

inherited? /I'hese questions have to be answered before 

we can adequ{:lt~ly examine and evaluate bourgeois 

;r:iationality in Nigeriao We begin with the bourgeoisie, 

establish;i.ng why and how the Nigerian (d·ornestic) 

bourgeoisie differed from that of the metropole. 

VIII THE UNDERDEVELOPED "BOURG EOIS.IE 

Perhaps, we should begin byT recalling 

briefly the historical process that led to the emergence 

of the western bourgeoisie especially in Britain, the 

first "workshop of the world11
• This bourgeoisie started 

'I:. 

' L l ~. 1 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



-,., 

121 1 • 

off -paratly as a meracantili'1lt class within the feudal 

mode·: of product:i.:on. Through other acti.vities ra.nging 
. . 

from plain plunder ,colonialism, slave trade to for cible 

expropriat,ion of land, the nascent bourgeoisie 

accumu-lat_ed capital needed in accomplishing the 

industrial revolu-tion. T_he triumph of the bourgeoisie 

was not without struggle . between them and the ·1anded 

aristocracy" This battle was fought on both social 

and political l.evels, culminating in bourgeois . 

democr>at.ic rievolutions O and the overtht"ow of · .the landed 

aristocracy" 

Nationalisrri of the Western bourgeoisie was directed 

against the parochialism of the feudal order and qt the 

devèlopment of a national market to absorb the goods 

, 
1
_from the ?,-ngy.stpial bourgeoisie. The bourgeois slogans 

of fre~dom,. equali:ty and fraternity reflected specific 

needs of;. the pourge_oisie. Freedom m~ant freedom · of the 

peas~tf:3 /rom, +and, so they c·ould be available as labot.n'>· 

for use in industriy. Equality meant equality in law; 

so that rio;' special privileges are accorded ·the 

aristocracy. It·· also meant equality in the market 

place: this was necessary in the se~ling and buying of 

·cQJilmodities which included labour-power. îraternity 

meant the al2-iance of the bourgeoisie with other classes 

in the fight to overthrow the feudal lords. 

Against 'this standard, the Nigerian bourgeoisie 

emerges therefore, as neither nationaJ. nor real.ly 

.bourgeoisti'},-:T.hey .. lacked:t1~ "historical maturity" of their 

:., 
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western counterparts, and· also the necessary 

economic base: ·of a bourgeoisie.. And though the 

Nigerian 'bourgeoisi_e shouted slogans of nationalism, 

· f~eedom, equality, etc., at indep·endence, the se were 

mere~y echoes of the ideology of the .metropolitan 

bourgeoisie, . devo.id of their social and economic 

significance. The British relinquished political 

:)..eadership of the country at independence but its 

economy remained patterned along_the lines of the 

colonial e conomy. In the face of vertically int_egrated 

met~opolitan firms, in ~ontrol of the economy, the 

Migerian bou~geoi~ie ~emained marginalised; with a 

-weak economic base. And to be sure not only was this 

bourgeoisie weak in terms of its lacking the requisite 

material background to back-up its rulership as a · 
!; . lt.:\ . 'i,.,i...', ..... 

class, it ,was als?.· weak in terms of the dependence of 

the country'. s resource base 0n the metropo2-2. 
1 •. 

. Iµ the lfght of all the.se, we c,:1.n. probably now 

better appreciate Fanon I s effort at delineating 

çharacteristics of the African.bourgeoisie.that emer2ed 

after · independence as one .that: 

I '• ,t·, 

has practi.cally no economic power, and in 

any case, it. is in no way commensurate with 

the bourgeoisie of the mother country which 

it hopes to replaceuooNeither financiers 

nor industrial ·magnat es are to be found 

within this national middle classu The 

nat:içmal bourgeoisie of ·underdeveloped 
.•. . ..... 
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countries is not engaged 1n production.ou 

it :Ls:i.~~mpletely canalized into activities 

·of t'he intermediary type.o·.The psychology 

of the national bourgeoisie is that of the 

]?ùsine·ssman not t21at of a capf.:ain of 

industry;• ·and it is only too true that the 

greed of the settlers and the system of 

embargoes set up by colonialism has. hardly 

left them any choice12 • 

The consequence was that with the attainment of 

politioal power by the Nigerian bourgeoisie at independence, 

i t becc.:une almost hatural that strengthening i t s material 
. 

base became one of its major p~eoccupations. · One way 

of achieving a strong material base would have been 

tht.eugh th~. class=i;c, type of capitalist exploitation . ,_, '. 

and accumulat ion-e>wners of. industry hiring labour, 

whose supplu::;:;':'"valu~ .is then appropri?-ted. B1-'.t t11is was 

not a very. via.ble option. On-e, because of the limited 

percentage of the population available as free labour. 

Again, this has to do with the manner of penetration 

of capii;alism. (We shall. return. to it when we deal 

with the character of the Nigerian State shortly'). 

·Two, in the face of the competition from the well­

established fore.ign firms in the economy, they stood 

little chance as competitors. Three, and most importantly,. 

~as their weak capital base. 

t
1 Z.F.rantz ., .Fan,:on, The· ·Wretched of The· Earith, Penguin 
1.963; p.120 •. 

':°t 
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Besides thé Nigerian bourgeoisie could not 

àfford to h:Jiu:ff ,international capital and embark 

on. a self ..:r~l:i.ance. course. That would have meant 

committing class suicideo. Why? ~he extent of 
' ' 

heavy dependeT}~e of the Nigerian econ_omy on the 

metropole was _such· that 'd.id not allow the bourgeoisie 

much room for man.oeuvre; for the inevitable retaliat:7_on, 

from international capital would have necessarily. 

resùlted in traumatic chaDges that may nave precipitated 

a-possible socialist revolution. This was toc risky an 

option for a group aspiring to conraolida·te itE1l"llf as a 

bo\J.rigeoisie. 

What had to be done then was to accommodate 

metropolitan capital while the indigenous bourgeoisie 

strengthen s .i.t,s material ba.se. Luckily · enough, 
.:,.... J 1, •,, U. ,/• . .:, , ~ 

indepen?-ence. opened: up a horizon for foreign capital. 

of various natJonalities to· now CŒüpe.::e :~n the Nigérian 

territory. Tl;l.is provided some latitude for jostling. 

The Nigerian bourgeoisie $or instance, capitàlised 

on the contradictions between fo~eign capitàls to press 

· the.ir demands for a greater share of the economic surplus. 

~n any- case, it possessed additional bargaining power 

110w ,being re·sponsible for maintaining the conducive 

:political climate necessary for the opera·tion of 

foreign capital. And quite clearly, much of the open 

options for fulfilling its aspirations of- consolida.~~:_ng 

its material base required its hav~ng access to the 

state, and tne, application of political pressure against 
.i • ,) .', ,; , 1,I •. ~ •. . 

internationaJ .. capiti,1 for materi.al gainso Sùc~1 
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pressure often, took various forms. But the major 

o.ne·.,\Wa.s t~ m,p_b~~lise nat:i.onal:i.st feelings and· insist 

on indigenous partnership with foreign capital. 

·This is ,for an .example, the justification for 

Nigerta's indigenization programmes. 
1' 

There was yet another method open for strengthen­

ing the economic · base of the Nig~rian bourgeoisie. 

This involves the di.rect use of the state to accumulate 

c·apital. Right from the era of colonialism this pattern 

of accumulation was already discernible. One of the 

ways then was through monopoly control over the 

marketing of primary commodities. This was done by.the 

employment of marketing boards to control export of the 

comniodities. Producers were obliged to sell to these 

The boards then undertoot 

sales oyerseas. Th~ exploitation is revealed in the 

:ei.dicul~1fSly high d~fference between ·se:.i_ling and buying 

price p o:f t.he_: _)?oard. 

With independence, state capitalism was even better 

entrenched .,for the state itself assumed more· fully the 

role of !3-I1 entrepreneur. • . And this was done purportedly 

for the sake of deve·lopment; . for f ollowing the weakne ss 

of the material base only the state could mobilise enough 

'capital. It .. nati·onalised .ente:r:>p:t>ises· in the "national 

interest", ran corporations, commercial ventures, etc. 

But behind the apparent "noble" reason of carrying out 

developmBnt was the real rationale of enlarging the 

~conomic bas~_ko:f those in whose custody the state was. 
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. This way we see why in the bid to strengthen it s 

rriàtêrial bas~~: 'the lure of state becomes most 

irresistiblè',' with the possibilities of its being 
l 

used ever more crudely by those ~n whose custody 
. . . . 

it·happe~s to be. 

But what · is 'the ·relevance of all the se for 

capitalism in Nigeria? Sorne have argued in contributing 

to the Kenyan debate that the coercive accumulation 

taking place is good for capitalism; that the accumu­

lation processes outlin~d above would help create a 

true capitalist class that can then ·see through 

capital~st development. But such an argument could. be . . 

misleading for this crude way of accumulation is partly 

what j eopardises the survival of social capital. Indeed, 

:~ t .;.c;anno~, h~lp- 1much _in strengthening the material base 

of the 1.Nigerian bou-rgeoisie. This is because, in the 

unmitigqted struggl.e to accumulate, the original · 

purpo:.se 1q:f beE].:fing up the cap'îtal base of the Nigerian 

bourgeoisie would be def eated. In other words , the 

normlessness of particular capitals would negate the 

necessar.y conditions for the promotion of soc:Lal capital, 

·especially its exterided reproduction because 
.r .. 

Under these circumstances even the 2:;r{egemonic 

faction of the bourgeoisie will riot be 

th:i,nking prirnarily of the coliective good of 

the class. This is how it cornes about 

tha·t the purpose of strengthening the 

m1tèrY::i.dl base of the bourgeoisie. is largely 

.l def·eated be1cause -in the heat of the 
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· .,competition the hegèmonic faction ·1. ··.es 

to restrict the access of the otheI' factions 

.0 . · t,o,:tD.~ accumulation of capital. Exp.::inded 

opportunity for accumuiation éU1d stringent 

. ' 

.. restri.ctions of access to accumulation 

sombii;ie to prioduce monopoly-rnonopoly of 

economic and political power by the 

hegemonic faction. In the meantime, the 

grim anxiety and struggle within the. 

bourgeoisie reinforce its regressive 

tendencies. People look for quick wealth 

d t . 13 an corrup ion grows . 

To be sure, we are not saying that corruption is 

peculiar. to Nigeria. Corruption is rather endemic 

in any capitalist system. That system. which makes 

. WC=alth th~. u~t,i,mate vaiue, and selfishness its ultimate 

virtue cannot but bE; corrupt. But the point is that in 

th<; Nigerian Cé.lSe it as 9urnes such dimensions. that those 

restraints._,of 1t.he bourgeoisie necessary for the expanded 
.. 

reproduction of social capital are barely exercised. 

These are some of the principal peculiarities of 

Nigeriël1:-.capitalism, especially the use of the state 

as a means of private accwnulation. But what is the 

speific character of this state that :makes. it so susceptible 

:to. private appropriation? 

IX . · THE· NIGERIAN. STATE 

Following the logic_of imperialism, the nature 

-'of:. ·-capital:t-sm ·:that developed in Nigeria was 

----------·-' I 

.l.3See Claude Ake Re'v'ol'ut'ion.'ary 'Pre·s·sures· rn· Afr'~a, 
·op· ·cit , -P. 7 s··.:::7 7: -
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one where capital did not take over means of 

p~oguctio~ :qomp:t.etely. Capitalism in the country 

therefore;·aevelope4 in enclaves, with pre-capitalist 

modes rernaining largely untransformed though· 

domin9-te.d. by the capitalist mode. What results is a 

peculiar social f.ormation. 
.. 

But much earlier we saw capitalism as a mode 

where capital has taken over the means of production 

and the product of labour. The capitalist society as 

such is.therefore one characterised by the commodifi­

cation of everything including even labour power. In 

the development of capitalism in Britain, for instance, 

culminating in the industrial revolution we witnessed 

the· complete separation of producers from their means 

,_qf ._.produ,c;t~qp,;,· making ·their survival only dependent 
,1 J;. 

on the sale· of thei;r:i labour power for wages. Everyone 

bec~e 2!-. commpdity~bearer, a proprie~or, and each 

confrontecl, tJ-1,.~l',other as such"· This was the basi-s for 

the autonomisation of ;he institution of coercion, thè 

state, as .an impartial body standing outside the arena 

of class struggle and enforcing the conditions 

necessary for the operationalisation of the .law of 

Value-formal freedom and equality for all. 

· But in Nigeria the case is different. Here capitalism 

has not taken over completely the means of production. 

It has rather developed -in such à way that the production 

o;f use value has continued side-by-side with the 

:_·._pr.oductiq,n,iof~.exchange value •. The commodity bearer, the 

·•,'--
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bundle of property rights, ie. the legal person 

~s .ë:.. generi-.~_ . .i.P'~enomenon, in a mà.nner of speaking, 

has therefore, not fully emerged, for commodification 

is l:i.mite9. This is_ reflected for example in the 

level·. of corrunodif ication of labour-power; the degree 

of proletarianization, w~ich is very low. Ake 

. provides su,bstantial evidence of this: 

·. 

In Nigeria about 70 percent of the 

population are still essential subsistance 

-farmers. They are largely engaged in 

producing use-values ••• The limited 

.development of commodity relations is 

underlined by the extent of the corrunodifi­

cation of labour-power ••• in the mid-sixties. 

only, ·}\lpput three percent of the Nigerian 

population was ·engaged in wage labour and 

.the bulk of. these (about two~thirds) were 

• • 1 .. ,:pupl1,ç;)serv1ce emp..J..oyee s. The Four-th Natio@l 

Development Plan 1981-85 puts current wage­

lalDour employment at about three million, which 

.is only about n.ine. percent of gainful 

employment ·or' à.bout 3" 7 percent of the 

1 . 14 
popu ation " 

These s.how i;:hat Nigeria 1s predominantly a society 

of peasant producers, engaged mainly in use value 

14claude Ake, "The Nigerian State: Antinomies .. of A 
Periphery Formation" in Claude Ake (edu) · Polit"ical 

... E:con·orny o,f~-Ni·g_eria, Longmans, 1985; pp 9-:-1·0. 
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production, and in complete control of their means 

o_d;:. p:rioductionJ,. : The, predominance. of. use-value production 

itself underscores the limited commodification in the 

societyo : : .This underdeve lopment of the corrunodi ty f orm 

correlate.s with the fact that the legal persan has not 

fully el!Lerged. All these pose a problem for the 

evolution of a mode of domination which is autonomised. 

For autonomisation to occur we must witness -~;he emèrgence 

of corrunodity-bearers, embodiments of property rights 

ie~ legal persans, equally and inextricably enmeshed 

in exchange and juridical webs from which none of them 

is independent. This way an impartial institut ion that 

dominates and empowers all equally can then emerge. 

But in the absence of these necessary conditions, 

.:j!.Pl~owing .f:r,qm ),.imit .. ed commodification,the society lacks 

what it t~(es for this institution, the state,to be 

autonomised. And note that autonomisation is its. 

diffe:t;'en.t,iëJ.. specifica. So that it becomes doubtful 

whether we should refer to the mode of domination in 

Nigeria as ·a state, government or any other thing. But 

nb"J.matter o All we are interested in is unèerstanding 

the Nigeria.ri, state' s· character, especially its lack of 

autonomyo This is why it is so vulnerable to privatisation. 

That which, even by definition, is ares publica becomes 

. _the property of some to the exèlusion of others. 

The consequence of this is then that the state is 

immersed in the class struggle. and is thus unable to 

'.);iisl~ abov~'\i:):', t'o IT).e,diate, as those in possession of state 

,, ,, 
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apparatuses use them to massively intervene in the 

E?Conomy to, co~_so_lidate their mat_erial base. In 

this light, i t becomes understandable why an unusual.ly 

high premium i~ placed on the attainment of state­

powero. I~ ü; one "king don!' that must be sought for all 

else to be addedo,. The fight for it is therefore, 

fierce, normless and lawless. Society gravitates towards 

the Hobbesian state of. nature, astate of anarchy,. fear 

and c;liffidence, where lif e be cornes "soli t ary, poor , 

15 nasty, brutish and short" " In the bellum omnium 

contra omnes , the war of everyone against everyone, 

culture and industry cannot thrive; suspicion reigns, 

and trust wanes. But how does all this relate to. 

bourgeois rationali ty? . 

. :-:. ,~,. Befqr~'.'.W~;; .. answer this vital question just a word on 

the configuration. q:f the Nigerian bourgeoisie. F rom 

the ana;J.,yses ,s,o fa~ it is :clear that it would be 

constitlJ.t.ed mu.ch differential,y from the cl as si cal type, 

which we can identify easily as owners of capital. 

But in the. Nigerian case several. other variables corne 

into pl~y. For instance, although we may identify some 

of the classical type of the bourgeoisie in Nigeria, 

=the state is rather the more central instrument in the 

formation a~d definition of.the Nigerian bourgeoisie. 

This is why in identifying the bourgeoisie in this case 

15This is how Thomas Hobbes,- descr.ibes the life of ·man 
·in the state of nature in his'Levia:thahu See for instance 
the Penguin ~di tion of the boo·;- editedwi th an introcluètion 
by ·'c. B. M

1 ~fcp'(he:rson; 19 81·; p" 18 6 . 

.i.'• '(_ 
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cognisance has to oe taken of those who are capitalists 

in the classiscal sense, but more importantly of tho3e 

who belohg~in ~he@nks of the bourgeoisie by virtue 

of thèir being in possession· of the app~ratuses of 

stat~. 

· Th.is character of the Nl.·gerian bourgeoisi(0 h.c.::s , 

posed problems for several scholars int~rested in ~n~tlysing 
. 16 

the class configuration in Africa. Issa Shivji And 

Caaude Ake, for instance. The latter, in p~rtirular 

had to deal in terms of exploite.à cla.ss instE:'·3U of the 

classica117 bourgeoisie/work~ng class typical of the 

capitalist mode of production. He included in his e:>::)loiter 

class, "salaried people who hold important positions 

in the administrative, cultural and coereive ap~aratuses 

of state. Members of this catRgory include the officer· 

. o_orp of, thi~,:armed forces and police, hi<Jh r.anking civil 

servan~s and employees of parastatal oodies and Univ~~sity 

18 teachers". 

éut réa1ly whether he used orpressed class, or 

an:{ other term, instead of ex.ploi ter cla~.s, may not 

have made much difference. What is import2nt is to 

underitand the nature ahd character, of the specific 

·.social category under discussion - its peculiaritles, 

tand. why it is the way it is.· 

·' , 16 . · t · 1 h . 1 t 1 . t . . See in par icu ar 1s c ass S r.u9g es in anzania: 
Tanzania Publishing House, Dar ·salaam, 1975. 

17 See, for instance Marx and Engels, The Communist 
Manifesta, op cit 

' 18 Claude Ake, Revolutionary Pressures in J\frica, Op cit, 
P. 62 
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X SUMMARY 

This is probably a chapter th~t has sou0ht to 

accomplish tao much. But it has toue sa, for. 

much of the subjects discussed are so organically 

linked that their separation would have been rather 

inconvenient. 
~=""-~~:.~\ 

.The abject of the C:ënt·ir.è> chapter was ----·- . 

to ·.provide a basis for our argument that bourgeois 

ra~ionality is weak in Nigeria. To this end, we had, to 

f irs t und ers tand the pecul iar nature of Niger ian capi bd L,rn. 

And in doing that we could not but r~turn to ·its genesis, 

especially, the manner of the penetration of the merle of 

pçoduction in the territory. It was this that set the 

tone of the character of Nigeriancapit.alism, and sti'l.te. 

From .here the nature of the ~igerian bourgeoisie was 

easy to discern, leaving us with th~ assignment of 

relating it to the concept of bourgeois rationality. 

This we do in the n~xt chapter~ 

. ~ . .' 
\: 
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" e ;M,~'l[ER $':!:X, 
l . 

WEAKNE SS OF BOURGEOIS RATIONAL IT Y 

I. INTRODUC,T ION 

·Our mission in this chapter is to show that 

bourgeois rationality is weak in Nigeria. To be sure, 

to argue that a particular phenomenon is weak in a 

certain mill ieu, is actually to say that it ha s a 

f.a int pr e senc e. It is there but n,ot prominently. This 

is therefore saying that its complement is what is 

domina.Ai, while it, itself, shows a feeble presence. 

Let u s ta k e two a na log i es. An argument that an acideis 
"' 

weak, is really saying that there is .little acid_ 

in its water solvent. The proportion of the acid to 

the,.,water, rits. complement, is very small, thus it has 

a weak presence. 
1
·What is therefore dominant in a weak 

ac id soi u:t ion ;.;i. s wa): er, no t ac id o Two, to say that a 

certain so·c,iaL unit like a secondary school has a weak 

culture of obedience is infact to say that what is more 

prominent is disobedience, even though there are cases 

of obded;ience. This latter Canalogy is actually similar 

to the kind of argum~nt we are making here i.e. that 

bourgeois rationality is ·weak)in Nigeria. Wha t thi s 

means in effect is that what is dominant is a culture 

. of. bourgeois irrational ity, although there is still a 

presence of bourgeois .rational ity. 

Now based on our discussion{t'hu~ far, we shall 
-----_,-· 

•show how ,it' i 1s ;that bourgeois rationality cannot but be 

weak inl Nigéria; tàking each tenet at a time. This 

would be"_arguea th.eoretically f ir st , even if br iefly 
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at the beginning of each segment before descending 

to actual historical evidence to merely corroborate, 

and illustrate our thesis. And when for E::ach tenet 

we move to the ,empirical areas, we shall first give 

examples ·of the general trends of bourgeois irratio­

nal ity as;,: a background, before pic king out sp.ec if ic 

examples which then illustrate manifestations of 

bourgeois rationality. 

Recall that the tene~s of the· concept which we 

delineated in ehapter IV, involve: (a) The Ru le of Law, 

b) Liberal Democracy as _its political correlate, and 

c) the ."t1odern Clredit System. We deë:d · .. ith each at a 

time and in that order. 

But just before w~ proceed let us quickly refresh 

o,ur minds ab0ub·, what bourgeois rational ity is. In· a 

capsule, :it is the necessar~ discipline·that must 

be exerc,ised,by. the bourgeoisie, re.straining particular 

capital s, so · that social capital can be reproduced on 

an extended scale • But what specifically enhances the 

. reproduction of socïal capital? It is the operationa-

. Jization 'of the law of value; and th.is in turn l.S done 

through the rule of lav; :whose political correlate 

helps to inculcate and internalise the principles which 

form the basis for the operationalization ie. formal 

f~edom and equality. All this is so that value can 

be created. But this value is only realised 1 when it 

passes onto the sphere of circulation from productiono 

iBut for prod.'i:i'ction t'a continue, capital must quickly· 

return from circulation~ in order that the creation 

of vaiuécèan co'ritinue unhindered. This is where the 
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modern cred it system cames in. Bu t th i s a 1 so r e q u i r e s 

t'l:1.e collective discipline of the bourgeoisie to inbue 

the system with the necessary trust on which it rests. 

This·is just a reminder. Now to the tenets and 

wea·kness of bourgeois rational ity in Nigeria. 

II. THE RULE OF LAW (ECONOMIC ASPECTS) 

The rule of law is engendered in a situation 

where law is sovereign; where everyone is treated as 

equal before the law; where everyone is subject to 

the law. It is this tha t guarantees the r ight s of 

·freedom and equality which are important for capitalism, 

especially to the extent that it enables the operation of 

the law of value. The implication of this, much of which 

we have deal.t wtth earl ier, is that the arena of 

productio1;1 mus.t be ·f±ee of ~oercion, if the law of value 

i s no t to be hamper e·d. 
1 • • • 

But particular capital s, 

perpetually in struggle and competition amongst themselves, 

are by .nature self ish, and thus, if unchecked would 

introduce coercion in order to accumulate, satisfying 

their par·ticularistic ends,' to the detriment of the 

soc ia 1. It is thus in the interest of social capital, 

its sur_vival and extended reproduction, for the bourgeoisie 

to exercise collective discipiine and restraint enough 

to keep coercion out· of the productive and accumulative 

pro ces s. Bourgeois rationality will then imply the 

discipline and effort ta keep coercion out of this 

c'fitical pro.~ess of ·the capital ist mode; bourgeois 

irrational ity is thus its opposite, the immersion of 

coercion''in th.·è·,process. -But what is this machinery 

/ 
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o:tf' coerciàn, which particular capitals may appropriate to 

"' sécu'ie·· · undiue 'adva rrtag e? It 1.s the state. But 

as we noted earlier, the differentia specifica of 

the state is it.s autonomy, so that it· stands above 

the fray ·of· competing particular capital s and social 

classes. The point is that, being autonomous, it 

should. not be amenable to private appropriation. But 

this autonomised state emerges from capitalism in the 

classical sense which is far from 'the case in Nigeria 

with its limited commodification. The state that 

emerges therefore in this peculiar situation is one 

t~at is easily an instrument of accumulation in the 

ha nq. s of i t s c u s to d ia n s f or its autonomy is precarious. 

Put differently, becau.se of the very limited level 

,9f c:ommodif:'rc•at'ion,'''correlative to the iimited level 

of atomisation of. the .sociaty, the state enjoys 1 imited 

auto nom y.·. Th:is condition coupled with the weak 

economic base of the indigenous bourgeoisie, naturally 

ber\t on consolidating itself as a ruling class
2 

is what 

explains the rife tendency to use the state as a means 

of enrichment. The pow·er of the state is summoned by 

·it:s custodians to enrich themselves. Thus the r eward 

system is hardly built on merit, efficiency and 

productivity as it should be in capitalist society, but 

----------- ---·----
1

An these have already been explained earlier 1.n detail. 

:·
2
This canne> 1J,"b.~ done without consolidating their , 

~aterial base and econom1.c power fQl1owing Karl Marx. 

(~ l • l 
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mpJe, on acceJ,s.J.p the state. And the use of state, 

for pr iv a te . end s im p,1 i es that the users are above 

the law for the. instrument for enforcing the law 

becomes one for some against o ther s. .All are no 

longer equa 1 bef ore the law. Sorne stand above ite 

This is how following the negation of principles of 

forma'l freedom and equality the rule of law suffers. 

And in turn the law of value. And then in turn social 

capital •. This is why immersion of the state in 

accumulation cames to be bou-rgeois irrationality, some 

ev.'idence of which we now g1.v~. 

·. To illustrate we shall refer to three cases, showing 

how custodians of the Nigerian state, us·eJ the in~·truments 

,o,f office,. ~ot,~ !.power and influence to amass wealth 

getting xich_.:for r,e;aisons that have little to do wi-th· 

their a bility t_o act ca,pitalistically. For this · 

part iculaœ'. segment of o ur work t_he exampl es we wo ul d 

use would be mainly instances that occurred during 

military regimes, like· the -Gowon and Murtala-'Obasanjo 

regimes. We do this for two rea sons. (a) To show, 

alongside our thesis, that the popular distinction 

b·etween the mil itary and civilian bourgeoisie is, in 

fact, baseless. For they indeed exhibit the same 

character. (b) And more importantly, we prefer this 

military regimes because they demonstrate more starkly, 

outside the veil s of politics_and ,other · practices 

't·hat· usuall·y''·cliâracterise civilian governments, the 

·r eal ity ·of c·oerc iv'è' i=iccumulation. Bu t f ir s t 1 e t u s 

take onè that 'iYccu'rred during a civilian regime, the 

F ir st· :·Re'publ iè·'~t·· 
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MANIFESTAT 10 N S OF BOURGEOIS IRRAT IO NAL I'll'Y 

C ['S .>'' ·). r-<. 
.• ,,l 

CASE ONE: MARKETING BOARDS 

In t h e e a r 1 y 6 0 1 s , mu c h .b e f or e the o i 1 boom o f t h e 

70 1 s in t_he c~untry, Nigeria depended largely on 

the export of pr imary pro duce to earn foreign 

exchange. Much of the country's. trade was thu·s in 

primary products like cocoa, palm oil and groundnuts. 

Marketing boards were oft4.n constituted to buy up 

the produce from peasant farmerso Ho w the se bo a r d s 

were used to exploit peasant farmer_s, is a tapie that 

has been exhaustively dealt witli in the literature 

on Nigeria 's economic history • But w ha t in ter e s t s 

us in particular, is how these boards were used by 

st~te officials ta enrich themselves. Now the 
-' ,..,.. . . ,· .. ·:4 

, il 1 u s t ra t io n • 

At this :.time, the· country' s main expor ts were 

groundnu t,· c~ co:a _ and pa lm oil o · The groundriut came 

chiefly from the ·Northern Region; cocoa from the West, 

and palm produce from the East. Through the Nigeria 

Produce Marketing Company, Nigeria exported 607,174 

tons of groundnut iµ 1963/64. In 1964/65 the volume 

·exported went down to 446,407 tons. This was largely 

due ta the decl ining qual ity of groundnut bought by 

licensed buying agents fo.1: the board. By 1965/66 the 

4 
See Bala Usman , "Central Role of Corruption In A 

Dependent Capitalist Economy; The Nigerian Experience", 
NISER Publi~'.Lecturi, 1983. 
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't ••• 

r p 

t. / ...:~ .. - .... 

--.::-~~~-./ .. ,:-- ~ - : ~,- •.• -- . ) . 

,: . .: ~ · .. ) 

-·" 

. ·, 'lï' '-. l 

. ."i 

I\'. .i. ·,1 

... c~ 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



140 

volume of groun.dnut available for export had sunk 

further to 427~198 •. A much larger amount was 

ac tual 1 y bo ught but wa s too poor in qual ity to 

qualify to be exported. 

Now ·1:he Alhaji Ahmed Joda Committee of Inquiry 

which conducted ah investigation into the North-ern 

Nigerian Marketing Boards observed that the decline 

in. the qual ity of groundnuts :wa s due to the more 

intense exploitation of the peasa.ntry through government 

officials and agents. The peasant was paid much lower 

pr ices than he wa s meant to get while official s 

appropriated the difference.· This already provides 

an èxample of how the privilege of being officials 

of government.is used to appropriate without production. 

·11 ·-There wa·s yet more lucrative pattern of achieving 

the same iend. ·1-For. instance; in January 1965·, officials 

of the,, N i-g er ia n.qProd uc e Marketing Company, w:er e f o und 

to have co:nnived with the British Ital ian Trading J 3. 

Company, the buyers, to sell 50.,000 tons of groundnuts 

at a low price leaving consequent difference of f256,250 

to be appropriated b~ the individual s involved. 

'.-C,A'$E TWO: OIL DEALS 
. .. . ___ ... 

Much of the ones we refer to here took place during 

military regimes: Gowon's era (1966-1975) and Murtala-

Obasanjo era (1975-1979). Now, the fact that in this 

period N~ger,,i_~ _witnessed the ascendancy of oil as the 

m,~jor sourc~,tof, rev~r,i.ue shifting attention from cash· 

crops wçis,.bound to refl1?ct in the pattern of accumulationo 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



.141 

Terisa Turner for instance provides a good illustration5 

of how the st;ate was corrupt ly used for priva te 
'··' 

accumula.tion-w.~th government officials serving "gate­

keeping" functi~.ns, deliberat·ely keeping·the price of 

oil low for .customerp ,and benefitting from the excess. 

Her study reveals the massive "giveaway" a~sociated 

with the sale of crude oil in the country in the year 

1973-74 especially. Shell-BP, Nigeria's biggest 

producer ~as 'let' by the oil ministry to lift oil at 

an astoundingly low price. This was in spite of strong 

demand from other buyers and at considerably higher 

pr ic es. 

For example, the ministry 'allowed' Shell-BP ta 

1:>uy 150,000 barrels a day at the ridiculously low price 

o_f $:8 .• 4 0 o v e,r ; t 1h e 1 a s t th r e e mo nt h s o f 1 9 7 3 • This_ wa s 

at a tim1e;·that:,,over 100 .other companies were competing 

to buy; at.L .betwe,~.n- .:$'16 and $22 a barrel. By this method, 

in only thr:ee months, at least $100 million was 

available as 'excess' for sharing between the collaborators. 

A similar "giveaway 11 was repeated in 1978-79 when 

due to p~litical events in Iran and actions by the 

Organisation·of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 

there wa s a world oil drought. This shot up the price 

of oil, sky high. And although Nigeria exploited this 

situation, increasing production to meet strong demand, 

it still, following the 1973 patter~ kept its price 

low. In the.first three months of 1979 alone, at ~ast 

§':sëe .Terisa Turner-, "Com~eréial ·çapita;;t.j.sm and .the 1975 
.--:~ · CoupR- in· s .. K. l,)anter-Br:~ck (ed 01 ) Soldiers anè Oil 2 
~-· FrankTCase·, ,Lo,rid0n., j978. ' ,.---------}_-__ -
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ha 1 f a b i 11 i o n d o 11 a r s wa s av a i 1 ab 1 e a s " ex c e s s " t o 

be shar ed. 

In the light of the above analysis, we see 

therefore that''·Turner understates the case when she 
' ... 

argues that .the Nigerian State is dominated by compradors 

who ·perform a gatekeeper function exerting toll. for 

entry and exit of goods. However she grasps the 

central idea of the state as a means to wealth. 

CASE THREE: USE OF DEGREES 

Again this case is associated with the military 

r~gimes when rule is virtually by decrees. Let us 

illustrate with the Land Use Decree of 1978. Ake 

captured bea~tifully the idea of its use as actually a 

6 
II!ean:s of acc.umulation by force ~ 

Ost,~nsibl·y the rationale for this decree 

was'to facilitate development by removing 

, the constraints on the availability and 

more economic use of land. But i t s 

latent function, far more significant 

than its manifest functions, was to increase 

enormously the power resources and access 

to surp·lus of those who have executive 

control of the machinery of state. It 

gave them the ·power to appropria te any 

house or land, to allocate it to any, person 

or to any use they pleased, for any length 

6 
. See C la'ud e Ake, "N ig er·tan Sta te: Antinomies of a 

Periphery Formation" in Claude Ake (ed.) Political 
EQ.o,nom:y q( Nig et'ia·, · L ongma ns, New York, 198 5. 
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of time they pleased. Ownership of 

àny property rested ultimately on the 

posse~sion of a certificate or Occupancy 
' . 

issued by th~ Chief Executive. 

We find further Mcorroboration of this ·position 

in Koehn' s articie 7 where he reports an mempir ical 

study of how the Land Use Decree affected the 

distribution of land ownership in Bauchi an.d Kano 

States. His conclusion was basically that since the 

decree, only segments of the population which had 

state connections recorded an increase in plot allocation 

waile the rest of the population, including the purely 

commercial ~roupings, recorded a decrease. The 

beneficiaries were mainly 11applicants fro'm the state 

and 'federat-:·gov:ernme-nt sector (mainly State Ministry 

Officials, mil·itary/pol,ice)" and those affiliated with 

1 a nd .1 a 11 o c a t i o n<: a g en c i e s 11 
• 

Again tàke the Rent Decree of 1976. It was 

supposedly aimed at controlling rents in the-urban 

areas. But it actualiy led to an increase in rent, an 

inerease of between 33 percent and 50 percent in affected 

ar ea s. Because most of the residents in such houses 

were public servants who therefore had their rents highly 

subsidised by the state, the real effect of the Rent 

Decree was actually to l~galise the transfer of public 

funds, as rents, -into the pockets of the affected 

7 see Peter KoelÏn .... ··! 1 -State. Land Allocatîon and~Class ----..-------,..--'-.,,.. . Formation 'In Nigeria", Journal of Modern African Studies,, 
21, 1 ,,1983. ( . ,-----

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



.l 

144 

land :brd s. But those in charge of state apparatus 
':- 1 

•,, 
'' :, . . l. 

also owned the bul~ of the property 

class r~sid~ntial areas of the urban 

in the middle-

~entres, 

which were mainly affected by the decree • 
. . ~ ~' 

tet-us take one specific example. Due to the 

Rent Decree, the rent bill for the accommodation of 

staff of the University of Ibadan rosé from about 

fl,000,000 to over NZ,-000,000 after the decree. 

Typica-lly one of the houses rented by the university 

belonged to General Obasanjo, · the then Head of StateQ 

The indigenisation decrees also served the same 

purpose of immersing coercion in the accumulation 

pro ces s. But this wil 1 not delay us here for this is 

a tapie that has received due attention by numerous 

.s c ho 1 a r s • · !_ ·, 

Ali ,the se illustration show how coercion is immersed 

in the accumulatiori prbcess, perverting the reward system, 

favouring~those iri custody of the country's instrument of 

force and placing the rest at a disadvant~ge 0 Fo rmal 

e·qual ity and .freedom ae thus jeopardised, and ip so 

facto th~ rule of law. Never thel es s, there are s t ill 

manifestations of bourgeois rationality. There is 

eviden.ce of this in efforts made by the bourgeoisie to 

deal with these specific forms of indiscipline amongst 

its ranks- Usually these efforts are expressed through 

probes, enquiries, imprisonment etc aimed at purging 

m.embers .of their coercively accumulated wealth and 

tlïs2ouraging · such behaviour. The efforts are applied 

as some :Éorm of rèstitutive
8 

action. But much of the 

8
we borroiy th~ use of this word from Emile Durkheim 

especially from its use in his restitutive law. See 
for instance his Division of Labour in Society, Free Press 
New York, -1984. 
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time this ma_ngestations of bourgeois rationality, 
;J .. : i~ ' :_: J! ... -

à'.imëd a t upho.ld ing , :the eco nom ic aspects of the ru l.e 
, .. -

of law, are il!- themselves partial, selectï"ng some 
... ,\ t 

culprits;and ~llowing·others; (of same offenders), 

pu'::'nishi~g ·som~ ·light~Y,others heavily, just according 

to the whims of the segment in control of the instrument 

of force at the time. These inconsistencies are a' 

further manifestation of ";how really weak bourgeois 

rationality is in Nigeria. And this follows from the 

amenability of the state to private use. Its actions 

are thui influenced by those in w~ose custody it is. 

This, however~does not detract from th~se efforts no 

mat ter how indiscriminateaas legitimate attempts _ at 

practising boµq~eois.,rationality, to the extent that 

~hey are agij~n~t the use of state as instrument for 

private accumulation. ~ow'let's take s~me of these 
l .. 

instaµce~-,., 1. 

Manifestatfons of Bourgeois Rationality 

CA SE ONE: THE F O STER-SUTTON TRIBUNAL 
........ _____________ _ 

Ni~ er ians were in c_harg.e of state apparatus at 

signifièant and decisive levels from 1952. They were 

in control at the regional levels, with the coming into 

being of Nigeria' s fir st f ederalist constitution, the 

Macpherson constitution, preparatorj to independence. 

But even at this early stage of Niger ian history 

there were already pointers to the manner of future 
t: .!•J.,.·f 

acc4mulatlqn~· Our illustration here was revealed 
_; . ' • ::::·,,, "'l ,., i ! ,:, •. · . 

by the Foster-Suq:on Tribunal of Inquiry of 1956, which 

:.:1' 
found one of the then most prominent Nigerian leaders, 

y 
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Dr. Nnamdi·4~ikiwe guil~y of acting in a mannei that 
f jJ 1 ·~. ~'.:,, ,, 

fell 11 short of the expectations of honest, reasonable 

people". Dr. 4-zi"kiwe was .at the t:i.me of the inquiry 

Premier o'f. the Éa st:ern Reg ion, and National President 

of th~ NCNC, which controlled the Region • 

. The case was· triggered off with the lodgemént of 

about f2 million·.by the Eastern Nigeria Finance 

Corporation into the African Continental Bank (ACB), 

where br. Azikiwe had controlling private shareso 

Although the Tribunal could not categorically prove 

that he influenced this deposit, the suspicion remained 

St'rO ng • It was however, a clear finding of the Tribunal 

that·he exerted influence to encourage the deposit of 

f30,000 in the;bank · by the Eastern Regional Prod~ction 

D'evelopm-ent 'Board a't·a time when the liquid assets of 

the bank ~ wer1~ dangerouslylow. 

Even: more im.p9r tant for our purpo se wa s the 

dependence of the Zik Group of Companies on ACB for 

working capital. It was for instance clearly· shown that 

·the bank bought debentures in the Zik Group of Gompanies 

worth f20S,ooo. The .Tribunal was thus forced to conclude 

that he was anxious to retain the financial power inherent 

in conirol of the bank and the political power inherent 

in control of newspapers, in the Zik Group. · 

But beyond the facade of mere financial and 

politieal power, was accumulation, which derived from 

~nd supporte~c~dth. As Richard Sklar
9 

argues, his 

,\, 
------ L_. _____ _ 

9
Richard Sklar; Nigerian Political Parties, 

.and Enugu, 1963; p.182. 
- ~·. J.°i 

Nok, New York 
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retention of the only important private share in· the 
. ' .. ,.~ 

·control of the bank gave Dr. Azikiwe a leverage bound 

to weigh econo•ically. In o ther word s, it ena bled 

him accumulate by the help of the muscle of government 

machiner y. 
It is this line of t):l.ought that led the Tribunal 

to chastise Dr. Azikiwe, stating in thefir report that 

he ought to have rel inquished his financ ial inter est 

in the Bank when the proposal to inject public monies 

i~to it was first ~ooted, and that he was guilty as a 

Minister in failing to do 
10 

so • He did not relinquish 

h.is interest; he rather used his political position 

to strengthen and consolidate his economic base. The 

tribunal wa s ,t.her ef ore· nega t ing the trend wher eby 

members of t'.he Niger,ian bourgeoisie enrich themselves, 

enj o ying. gr ea t,er ma ter ia 1 oenef i t for r ea sons tha t have 

nothing :t10 do with their competence as capitalistso To 

that extent it was a manif~station of bourgeois 

rationality. 

Let us turn to the First Republic~ 

CASE TWO: THE C OKER COMMISSION OF ENQU IR Y _________________________ ...:,.. ___ _ 
rhe effort which we pin-point here is that which 

culminated in the Coker Commission of Inquiry Report of 

1962. It is a case whic-h involved another very. 

prominent Nigerian figur·e in these times: _ .the Premier 

lO h R.. b h S "b 1 f ,., See te eport ,.y:·t e Foster- utton Tri una o 
Inquiry of 1956; p.42. 
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of the Western Region, and leader of the Action Group, 

w:hich contrq,lled tq.e Western Region, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, 

and hi.s, party }nembers. Perhaps we should state that the 

proceedings of .this Commission were reported 1.n ninety-

two volu~es. This gives an ·idea of its area of coverage, 

which would be impossible to deal with in a sm~ll 

segment of a chapter. There is the need therefore to 

rigidly limit ourselves. 

Part of the functions of the ·commission was ta 

inquire into the financial and investment polici~s 

and practices, and the management and business operations 

of the region's statutory corporations, which ~ncluded, 

i) The Western Region Marketing Board; 

ii) The Western _Nigeria Developm.ent Corporation; 

a~'d 

ii i) The Western Regi-on Finance Corporation. 

Œ,,p.~se three were found by the Commission ta 

virtually·control the region's economy. 

The Western Region Marketing Board was set up 

1.n 1954 ta arrange and to use its reserves ta promote 

the development of industries. Now, all the members 

of the board were politicians sympathetic ta the Action 

Group •. 

Of the E64 million which was disbursed by the 

Marketing Board between 1954 and 1962, E31 million 

was granted to Regional Government depart~ents, ElO 

million -was inyested in various Nigerian- Companies, 

'and El4 mil-Fi.on w~s lent ta the Regional government 

companies·, and its other corporations. 
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"'''·.The Nig.erian Comp_anies in which the ilO million 
\, h ' \ •-,._ 

was inve.sted ;were the National Bank, and the National . \;· 

Investment and Properties Companies Limited ·(NIPC). 

The B~nk gulped the bulk of i3 million, while the 

NIPC received i6 million. Now the interesting findings: 

These two companies, and indeed, most of the other 

benefitting companies were found to bi firmly in the 

control of Action Group politicians, who used the 

manies to enrich themselves and to encourage.businessmen 

with, the "right. political connections". 

We turn to the Western Region Development Corporation, 

whÏch was created to plan and encourage economic expansion 

in the Region. This in effect meant that it was the 

go_vernment'i:F:~a-,j.or avenue fo-r awarding contracts, and the 

governm~-nt of•fered·:·-by far the largest source of· contracts 

in the r e.g ion • : 

And l.ike ,every other function embarked on by the 

Development Corporation which included,. siting of 

factories, concerns to be aided, areas to be 'chosen for 

rubber estates etc, the award of contracts- depended on 

political considerations. Thus the benefactors were 

A'G ·politicians and supporters. 

Now the_ Western Region Finance Corporation. This 

was created suppossedly to overcome the difficulties 

which Nigerian concerns had in raising capital·. But 

it was in fact, found to be another means of siphoning 

.-mone•y into .:pur·1s.'es of AG party faithful s. To begin with 

the board ~~mber~ ~~re all leading members of the 

Act ion Gr,oup. · 
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The Corporation was found to have invested E2.3 

ml;~l i.on in si,~ concerns, four of which were either in 

difficulty or were bought at inflated prices. In any 

case, all .s.1.x concerns were found either ta belong 

directly ta members of the AG, or ta aid the party, 

generally. 

The syndome of acquiring economic benefits by 

affiliation with those in custody of state organs 

extended even ta the grass-roots. The Local Loans Board 

for instance. They made advance only to farmers who were 

followers of the Action Group. The Coker Commission found 

·this was the case in al1 the 209 Local Loan Boards in the 

Region. As John Mackintosh concluded in bis Nigerian 

Government and Politics. (P.436) "between the Marketing Board., 

th~ bevelopment ~nd Finance Corporations, the AG had a 
,·1, '; 

tremendous hold over the entare economic life of the 

Region, and real,·power to determine which individuals ••• 

would pro spe,r and which would not ". 

So that again we find that economic prosperity had­

little connection with productivity but with coercion, 

corruption and affiliation with the group in possession 
·coercion 

·of.,,the _ins·trument of 1n ~ This was what the Coker 

Commission was crusading against. It wa s an · effort ta 

expose and negate this trend; that is why it qualifies 

as a manifestation of bourgeois rationality. Ho wever 1.n 

line with our earlier discussion at the begining of this 

work· ,., these. t,wo lat.ter efforts reflect the ambiguity 

arid lnconsist~ncy of'the.Nigerian bourgeois in thèir 

efforts 'at bourgeois rationality. Before this can be 

1,. 
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~PPft~iated, a little historical background ·is 

order. 

-in 

At about the period of independence, Nigerian 

politi~s ~ad laready been established ag resting on a 

triangle of regions - The North, West and East. 

of these regions was for all practical purposes 

politically homogenous in terms of parties. The 

Each 

Notthern Region was controlled by the Northern Peoples 

Congress· (NPC), the West by the Action Group (AG.) and 

the East by the National Council of Nigeria and the 

. Cameroons (NCNC). 

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, the man indicted by the Foster 

.Sutton Tribunal was Premier of the Eastern Region, at 

t;:,h.e time o:f t-he'. Fo ster Sutton enqùiry. At the time of 

the Coker Commission Chief 01:afemi Awolowo was the leader 
/ 

of the_ Act.ion Grou,p,. and national leader of the opposition 

in par:-liam~ht •. ,· His party was in control of the West. 
and 

Each of the parties explored;exploited any available 

means of quashing the other. Parties opposed to NCNC 

found a chance in the conduct of Dr. Azikiwe reported 

above, while.the NPC found its chance in the feud between 

the NÎgerian National Democratic Party led by 

Chief S.L. Akintola, who broke away from the AG to form 

hi s own. This was however after he had taken over 

premier ship from Chief Obafemi Awolowo in 1'959; shortly 

after. which he became an allyarnf the NPC, that formed the 

f'léde'.ral gcivert'l.nient. 'It was therefore not surprising· that 

the Cokèr Commissi•on ins_tituted by the Federal Government 

found Ch·ief AJ{i:ntola guiltless, while giving the impression 

that Chie-f;t-A_wol·o·wo was "no more then a common thief. who 

did nothing for the people of Western Nigeria, except rob 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



152., 

th~m to build a so-called financial 
11 

emptre here and abroad" • 

1;" Professor ... A,lu,ko ~s to rightly percieve and interprete 

the double~stand,rds and partiality involved in. the efforts 

of the bourg~oisie in enforcing the rule of law. 

Extensively;, we quo te him:. 

In 1955, .the Foster-Sutton Commission that 

probed the finances of some corporation 

investments in the Eastern Region found 

the then Premier of Eastern Region guilty 

on all grounds, even when the large 

investments in the African Continental Bank 

and a number of other investments were 

ratified with or without the knowledge of 

the then Pr emi_er •••• 

/\·Al;l other participants in the 

Jfraudulent con-spir.acy' were referred to as 

·;1,n.:ere tools Ïn t'he attempt of a single leader 

to·.:build for himself and his family à. 

financial empire. 

The agents used in the desecration of 

~he then Premier ~ere his most favoured 

1 ieutenants. The lieutenants were aided 

by opposition parties in the criminal 

conspiracy •••• 

In 1962, a -similar Coker Commission of 

Inquiry which probed similar Western Regional 

11· See .H.A •. Oluv;,a·sa-nmL's "A most infamous rationalization 1
\ 

Daily Express, 28th and 29th, 1963; reproduced in · · 
Obafemi Awolpwo ,., The Trav:aïls of Democr·acy, Evans, Ibadan, 
1987, pp 337-353. 

,!.J•A ·" ~ ·' · 

,: ' 
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inveJtments focind the Premier of the 

Region guiltless on all grounds, even 
",' ,· 

tho.~gh he wa,s hîmself a chairroan (for 

two ye~rs) of one of the corporations; 

he presided over the approval of 

in v e s t ment s ; in s t r u c te d t ha t r e j e c t e d 

loans be apl)roved; his ca-binet (on which 

he presided) negotiated, investigated 

and paid over f.2.7 million for the 

acquisition of companies and land~d 

properties; and he yersonally intervened 

in the personnel affairs of 'the corporations. 

Yet he knew- nothing about the alleged 

ma ~.si v e ir r e g u 1 a r pr ac t î ce s . in the s 1. x 

::.corpora;.t,ions and their investments on which 

th~. Coiµmissi_on é.ame down sa heavily._ 

.The para.11.el between the East in 1956 

and the We s t . in 1 9 6 2 i s c 1 ea r • One Premier 

was a wanted persan the other was a 

favoured persan. 

In 19?6, even though many nationalists 

violently condemned corruption in public 

affairs, they could not resist painting 

out the partiality àgainst the premier of 

the East. 

Equally in 1·962, even though 'Illany ·. 

'•n'!l'tionalists condemned, and should condemn,. 

··,icorrùpt:i'i1on more loudly than they di~ in 

1'956, 1they should condemn the obvious 
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pa~tiality in favour of the Premier 

of t·he West. 

Corruption by public off icials and 

corpora·tions will never decline in 

:,l. 

Nigeria, as long as many who are known to 

have p·articipated in and prof ited by them 

can be patted on the back and paraded as 

the nation's arch-angels, once they make 

the right friends and have the right _ 

connections. 

The findings and recommendations of the 

Coker Commission with respect to the Finance 

Corporation fell far short of wha t is 

d f . . l . 13 expecte o · an impartia enquirer • 

It is possib\e~to ~~gue that in certain aspects of this 

statement the C.professor· ex·aggerated sl ightly, but he 

certainly gr-sped ~he question of the contradictions, 

inconformities and ambivalence of the Nigerian bourgeoisie 

in dealing with bourgeois .irrationality in its midst. 

The efforts smack of double standards, swayed by the selfish 

whims of those in po_ssession of the society's instrument 

of force. Nevertheless they are manifestations of bourgeois 

·r.iittion·ality, even if -weak. Let's take one more. 

_cA_S_E_T_H_R_E_E_: __ T_H_E_J,u STICE BELLO~:; PAN~ 

Shortly after the fall of Nigeria 1 s second republic, 

the military __ rt,hat took over power se·t up various ·bodies 

to probe th,e, sacked.,civilian governments of th.e period 

(1979-1983). ~xplicit ·efforts were made by this segment 

13 . 
See S.A .• _,Aluko, 11 What Disgusts Me In The Coker Report, 

Sund a y Exp r e s s ~ 2 7 / 1 (6 3 • 
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of the Nigerian bourgeoisie to deal with thosa who had 

4sed public dffice to amass wealth.Of course the 

weaknes~ess which atten~ed the earlier attempts at 
,, 

this,. as·':i.nx the above examples also manifested. But 

again~ thèse weaknesses do not annul the efforts as 

manifesting bourgeois rationality. They were bold 

attempts at recovering coercively accumulated property 
the 

from privatè bands. Most of public officers were tried 
l 

under, a decree called the Public 'Property Decree No 0 3 

of 1984, and those convicted sentenced to long prison 

terms, of up to 21 years and beyond. This was 1.n 

a~dition to 1 their having to return what they were 

adjudged to have amassed taking undue advantage of their 

possession of state instrum~nts. Here is a ihort list 

6f some ot theG~onvicts and what each was meant to refund 

to the 'state.,1. 

, \, .. 

Name of Accused Persans 

Mr. Victor Masi 

2. Simaµ Nwokoma 

3. _Col. Peter K. Obasa 

4. Raymond Fernandez 

5. Chief Busar i O. 

Adelakun 

6. Prof. G.A. Odenigwe 

7 ~ Oluwote A. Qkania 

8. Prof. Ambrose Alli 

9. Augustine Nuse Omolaiye 

Wealth Amassed by Coercion· 

Over· Nl,050,000 and a majestic 

bouse (value unstated). 

N655,000. 

N7,233,637.24 and E47,000 

separately. 

Over N2,270,502 

Nl55,000 

N804,218 

$362,000 and [85,000 separately 

N983,000 

fl00,000 
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10. Sam o. Ir ed ia · 

. ' 
LI .• Imoran A. Salani 

., 

12. Pr i:nc e J. Eweka 

13. Joseph A., .oj\.debonyan 

14. Alhaji Adamu Atta 

15. Samuel o. Soyemi 

16. Yisa Oladoyinbo 

17. ·nr. Salomon Ayodele 

18. Alhaji Barkin Zuwo 

1 9 • A 1 ha j i Wa d a Abu b a ka r 

20. Alhaj i Abubakar-Rimi 

21. Dr. Garba Nadama 

22. Al haj i Mohammed Ba.chakà 
l' 

2 4 • So 1 o mo n L·a r 

2 5 • A 1 h·a j i Mo ha mm e'd A • 

Awwa 1 Ibrahim 

26. Alhaji Abdu Tawakin 

2 7. .'l''i:>fa' ' .J 

27. Al.hàj i Bukar Ngamadu 

28. Mr s. La'di Netimah 

2 9. Dl'.'• o. Fa wi be 

3Q;. Mr. Sam Ifeka 
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f:300,000 

N263~032 and a Mazda van 

N600,000 

N459,737.34; a house and 

two taxis 

N2 million 

N30,000 

N25,000 

N20,000 

Over B3 million 

Over N350, 000 

N593, 000 

Over NS.5 million 

NlS0,000 

N206,479 

N32,891,000 

N2ao,ooo 

N265,000 

Over N60,000 

N845,305.68 

N$5,623 ,054 

f7,356, 721.95 

This prubably yet represents xone of the boldest efforts 

of the Nigerian bourgeoisie ta deal with the specific 

indiscipline of negating the rule of law in the 
.:•' .. 

accumulation 'process. We now turn to the case. of liberal 

democra'cy·, th~· political correlate of the rule ~aw, ta 
L 1 , . 

further pursu~ €he argument of the weakness pf bourgeois 

rationality 1.n ·Nigeria. 
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III LIBERAL ·DEMOCRACY 

Re c a 11 :. t ha t the ru 1 e of 1 a w r e s t r a in t s 
• l 

particular capitals in the competition amongst them-

selves, .so there .is some order enough to maintain 

the competition and minimise unfair advantageo 

way the reward system rests on merit, on greater 

efficiency and productivity, and the society in 

This 

genEral thus benefits from the free play of market 

forces. But more signific~ntly for us, accumulation 

can proceed uninhibited as a result of the rule of 

law. Otherwise, coercion is immersed in the production 

process. This negates the formal freedom and equality 

necessary for the continuous but veiled exploitation of 

la_bour, following the· rule of law, as equals enter into 
: ,~ . . 

contract. :But if owing to lack of discipline the rule 

of 1aw is di.sregarded and 
0

coercion immersed in the 

labour proceas, the bourgeoisie is no longer able to 

disguise exploitation as fair exchange. Conditions of 

formal freedom and equality are aannulled. · But these 

are precisely what operationalise the law of value. 

Now this is the tendency in the Nigeria case. 

·Because of the weak economic base of the Nigerian 

burge~isie, and the character of the Nigerian state, 

especially its limited autonomy, the state is employed 

as a means of private accumulationo Thus coercion is 

introduced in the accumulation process, subverting the 

rule of law\·0 ::1 As we have exp -~ined this endangers social 

capita'-1, es'peciall'-y' its extended reproduction by negating 

,"-1.J. 

·' ., •'l 1 

,,...: 
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the conditions which operationalise the law of value. 

Now beca~se the bourgeoisie tends to accumula.te 

through access to the state which itself has timited 

autonomy :?-,.nd is,:"thus amenable ta being employed for 
i ~ ·: i . 

private purposes, the inevitable outcome is a 

Hobbesian struggle for power. The struggle for. power 

assumes an all-consuming dimension. Like the competition 

in the eco nomic arena competition for political officè 

becomes as well normless, with members of the bourgeoisie 

relegating restraints necessary for the suivival of social 

capital. Rather, as Ake puts it, 

Contending groups struggle on xgrimly, 

polarizing ·their differences and convinced 

that their ability to protect their interests, 

and Çp obtain justice is coextensive with · 

their power. That creates what I might call 

the politics of ari~iety. In this type of 

p~litics there is deep alienation and 

distrust among politi~al competitors •. 

Consequently, they are profoundly afraid of 

being in the power of their opponents. 

This ·fear, in turn, breeds a huge appetite 

f h . h . h . h . 14 or power, w 1c 1s soug t wit ~ut restraint • 

This way everything 1s mobilised t~wards captur~ng 

the state. And once it is captured everything is done 

to hold on to ~t, including th~ use of coercion. This 

1s why bourg~ois rationality regarding this tenet of 

liberal demo2raéy is weak in Nigeria\ for the intr6duction 

14
see :c1i~de A~~ (ed.) Political Economy of Nigeria, 

op cit, pp 10-11. 
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of force into the arena of politics necess~r~ly 

negates tha liberal democratic principles of formal 

equality and freedom which provide ideological caver 

for .ex~lDitatipµ to continue, and for social capital 

to expand, peacefully. 

Having ·seen why bourgeois raçionality regarding the 

tenet of liberal democracy cannot but be weak in the 

country, let u~ now move on to historical materials. 

As usual we shall establish a background wh-ich gives an 

idea of the general trend and then relate incidents 

which giv.e evidence as well of bourgeois rationality. 

F.o,r_ as we have said before to argue that bourgeois . 

rationality is weak is to argue that inspite of the 

general bourgeois irrationality of the class in question, 

,t.he•re are aLso' manifestations of bourgeois rationality. 

Remember that,. ,the key things to look out for are the 

princip1es of·~nrmal freedom and equality. These are the 

basic principles of liberal democracy; and they are 

subverted by the introduction of coercion in the political 

pr oce s s. 

Manifestations of Bourgeois Irrationality 

First a brief historical note • So far, Nigeria has 

had two republics. The ftrst, which lasted from 1960:.. 

1966; and the second, 1979-1983. Since the patterns 

which we wish to demonstrate recur in each of them; 

and avoid f~uitless it may w~ll ·do to dwell on one : .. l' 
repeatitions\ We choose the latter for demonstration 

'because the historical materials are fresher and would 

therefore be more interesting. 
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CA SE ONE: 1979 TRANSITION ELECTIONS 

Although a cas_e could be made for the cx.-emption 

of the·transition peridd which includes for example 

e 1 ec t ion-s whi.ch. · u sher ed in t-he second repu bl ic 

because lt was supervised by the military, there were 

still descernible acts of coercion, in the political 

proc e ss. We witness coercion even under the supervision 

of a 'disinterested' regime because we were dealing 

with a regime that, as Ake has rightly pointed out, 

had very clear ideas about who they wanted to iucceed 

them. Th~y wanted to installa segment of the bourgeoisie 

t.hat would for instance not bother with probing their 

mi sdeeds. It is therefore not surprising that the 

succeeding _Sh?-_gari government did not probe the one before 

it as is ush~lly t~e case. 

Besides,:_the Shagari government gave strong indications 

of its m:-il,itar:y backing in the utterances of top members 

r 

of the civilian government, including those of President 

Shagari himself, to the effect that there were only two · 

political parties in the. Second Republic: the National 

Party of Nigeria (NPN) of President Shagari and the· 

~rmy. This.comes~out clearly in Falola and Ihonvber~'s 

15 
book ·• The statements underlined the unpubiicised 

accord between bath parties. But why did the military 

choose the NPN, and not ·any other party for coercive 

installation? 

There ·were five political parties in the 1979 

elections.'··'Th·e Nig'eria Peoples Party (NPP), the Great 

-------------
15 se e t~1ir jdlriily authored ~he Rise and Fall of the 
Second Republic, Zed, London, 1985; p 226. 

' 
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,Nigeria peoples Party, (GNPP), the People's Redemption 

party (PRP), the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN, and ·the 

_National party-of Nigeria (NPN). from the onset it 

was clear that the NPP, GNPP and PRP were highly 

localised parties, hardly capable of capturtn9 more 

than two states going by theii ethnie bases. 

It was only the UPN and NPN which had considerable 

spread •. Although, the UPN had'an ethnie case it 

spread considerably into about five state~ all the 

formee~ states carved out of the old Western Region, 

which was almost homogenous in its ethnie make-up. 

It therefore had a fair chance in the race. 

-And so did the NPN. The military then had to 

chose beb,Jeèn the UPN and the I\JPN. The choîce secnKd 
1 

obvioùs. 

;Qbafemi Awolowo was the leader of the UPN and 

. i, . '·~· 

was clearly domineering. This showed in the fact 

that he was both party chairman Rnd pres~dential 

cindidate. In the past, he had consistently oeing 

critical of the military: from when it reneged on 

its promise to hand over power to civilians in 

_:;.' ;;,_; . 1976. 
. \~.· ~. ·~:. 
~ ' '-'.. ' i:: :? p,robe 

> 

He had also made it clear that he would 

the military if voted into power. By ·all 

f ~ these, Awolowo-and his party definitely did nof · 

,,. 
,., 

i: 
·', 

,( ,, 

'•, 

,, .. 

,.: 
~resent a good choice for the military. 

Then the NPN. This was made up ± of political· 

notable~~from ail parts of the federation, many of wnom were 

,, ' 
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discredi ted and corrupt poli ticians of the· Fi rs t 

~ Republic. Th~ military therefore felt safer to hand 
''t 

.::· over po_wer to this formidable corrupt ensemble,. who 

being corrupt themselves would hesitate to expose the 

•', 

\•', 

11· 

corrupt;i,on of the mi 1 i tary. In any case, i t was never 

known that it ever thought of probing the military. 

However, what is important for us is how the 

military then coercively installed its favoured camp, 

the NPN. The first two elections in the 1979 general 

elections seemed to accoid with the aspirations of the 

military regime. The NPN was in the lead: this probably 

Jed Obasanjo and his men to feign neutrality givÎng the .. '. 
6 impression that the Federal Electoral commission (FEDECO), 

was solely in charge. But the developments in the 

elections uriderstandably perturbed Awolowo. He knew that 

·recriminations with the NPN about foul play in the 

electoral process. would ·not do. He rather moved · fast, 

going jnto an alliance with the GNPP while wooing the 

rest. He sèemed to have recorded success for he 

proceeded to make announcements which suggested that 

·a broad base-coalition had been formed with all the 

other three smalier parti~s. He urged his supporters 

to vote in that spirit as follows in the next election 

J,:e. the governorship elections: l 

PRP in Kano and Kaduna, NPP in Anambra, Imo and 

flateau; GNPP in Bauchi, Borna, Cross River, Gongola,· 

.Nig~r, Rivers, and Sokoto; and UPN in Bend~l, Benue, 

1<,wara, •Lag0's-/ Ondo, · Ogun and oyo. These reflected the 

,vario·us stronghoH::is of ·the parties in the · agreement. 

,:if -the mil,ita_ry was to install the NPN as it envisagea, 

:thi-s arr1angement had to be annulled. With this in mind 

· it became a matter of course that FEDECO rejected the 

1 1· • 
' ·.• .· 
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}\wolowo arrangement on the excuse that it should have 

been made four days to the election date. The military 

was however widely believed to have been behind the 

rejection. Future actions was to lend credibility to 

this beli-ef. 

16 
As Ihonvbere and raiola recorded, · ·the UPN 

observers who were sent to oversee elections in the 

Northern States where the party suspected that there 

would be mass rigging were arre~ted and detained. 

It was widely believed that the military oràered their 

arrests and detention. Coercion was however to become 

.even more manifest after the presidential election 

ended without a clear winner, the contest being 

basically between Ob_9femi Awolowo of the UPN, and 

Shehu Shagari of .the NPN. 

~S 126(2) of the 1919 constitution stipulated in 

clear .terms that ·11A candidate for an election to the 

office ·of the President shall be deemed to have been 

duly elected where, there being more than two candidates 

for the election (a) he has the highest number of votes 

cast a~ the election; arid (b) he has no l~ss than one 

quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of 
)i 

at least two-thirds of all the States of the Federation. 

Shehu Shagari satisfied condition (a), having 

polled the highest number of votes, 5,688,857 to U?N's 

4,916,651. He however did not satisfy condition (b); 

not having polled one WMquarter of vo~es cast in 13 

,$tates oüt' of th~- 19 of the entire federation. 

16op dtt, p.'&9. 
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From this·point on, Shagari neeàed corne coercive 

support for the rules to be bent for him. The National 

Legal ~dvisèr of the NPN, Richard Akinjide started 

an argument (in the light of Shagari•s performance) that 

two-thirds of 19 was 121 and not 13 as was the earlier 
3 

concensus. He argue~ therefore that all Shagari needed 

t9 win, beyond Ehe one quart~r in each of twelveE states 

which he already had, was another one quarter 9f two­

thirds of votes cast in a thirteenth state. And that 

sha~ari already had. 

This was a completely navel interpretation, suddenly 

concocted to suit the NPN. The evidence is clear; for 

statutorily, two-thirds of 19 was net taken to be less 

than 13 bef6re this time by the military, FEDECO, or 

any other body for th~t matter. The FEDECO itself had 

insist~d that a necessary condition for .the registràtion 

of political parties was ihat they must have offices 

in the ·Federal 1 Capital Territory, Abuja, and in at least 

~ 13 States of the federation, (not 12i states of the 

federation). 

Another condition stipulated by FEDECO for the 

registration of any political party was that its 

·executive body must draw its membership from at least 

13 states of the federation. Again not at least 12 2 
j 

5 tates. To add to these, FEDECO had also insisted that 

political parties must field candidates for the guber­

natorial race in at least 13 of the States of the 

fedration.- ·'·Once again, not 122(3 states. 

Thes~ ·besides, the Constitution Drafting Committee, 

CDC, which.p~oduced the constitution accepted that two­

third o'f 19 states was 13 states. As if acting on a 
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premonition, Sala Usman, a university history teacher 

w~o was a member of the CDC had infact bluntly asked 

how two-third of 19 should be interpretcd. The 

chairman of· the CDC, constitutional lawyer of repute, 

Rotimi.Williams answered in unequivocal terms, that 

it was 13. ·some members were not immediately satisfied. 

17 And as Oyediran recorded another member, Y ••• 

Or. Ahmed interjected that wtwo-thirds of 19 states 

was 121/0 (but Rotimi Williams replied that just as we 

could.not have 2/3 of a persan, so we could not have 

2/3 of astate, and that 2/3 of 19 states was 13 states". 

The rationale being that States are persons, but legal 

persans. 

Nobody raised questions about this interpretation; 

at least neither the military who empowered the CDC nor 

Richard Akinjide; 1 who hi~self was a member of the 

Constituent Assembly that ratified and endorsed the 

constitution~ In fact, Akinjiàe is quoted by Oyeciiran 18 , 

as having boasted regarding the presiàential elections 

that only the NPN's candidate could poll the highest 

votes ·cast " and also 25 percent in at least 13 states 

in the country". 

By this interpretation, no one won the presiciential 

elections, and the constitution anticipated such a 

situation. Hence it provided in SS 126(3) that "in 

default of a candidate duly elected in accordance with 

J7see Oy~ley~ Oyediran (ed), The Nigerian 1979 El~ctions, 
Macmillan; London, 1981, p.142. 

18
op ~it, page 142. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



166 

subsection (2) of this section there shall be a seconà 

election in ,açcordance with subsection (4) of this 

section at which the only candidates shall be 

a) a candidate who secured the highest numoer of 

votes ··at any. election held in accordance wi th 

the said subection (2) of this section; and 

b) one among the remaining candidates who has a 

majority of votes in ~he highest number of states, 

so however that where there ar.e more than one 

candidate with a majority of votes in the highest 

number of states, the candidates with the highest 

total of votes cast at the election shall be the 

second candidates for the election". 

SS 126(4) anticipates further that 11 in default 

of a candidate duly elected under the foregoing 

subsections, .the Federal· Electoral Co~mission shall 

within 7 ·days of the result of the election held 
) 

under the;.said subsections, arrang~ for an election 

to be held. 

a) in each House of the National Assembly; and 

b ). in the House: of .f,ssembly of every state in 

the federatio_n, with a view to àetermining 

which of the 2 candidates shall be electeà 

as President, and the candidate who has a 

simple majority of all'the votes cast at 

such election shall be deemed to have been 

duly ~elected as President". 

The ~i~hl~icance of all these here, is that FE)ECO 

should have'held ~hother election for Shehu Shagari and 

. obafemi,,A,.wolowo_. It did not. That was too much of a 

chanc~ for 1_th~:military to take. Tao much was at stake. 
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Coercion had to be employed F' SDECO acce.p-l;eÀ 1\kinj ide' s 

interpretation. And so did the courts1 shagari was 

installed President. 

The reinterpretation and the subsequent installation 

were actually the culmination of numerous more covert 

coercive moves. rt was, for instance, a newly appointed 

Chief Justice .of the Federation, Atanda ratai Williams 

who upheld FEDECO'S declaration of Shagari as President­

eiect. He was hurriedly appointed by the military·in 

the heat of the two-third:s contro'versy in anticipation 

that the case might finally get to and be settled by the 

suprerne Court. A Pro-NPN Chief Justice was necded 

· · -;rnrnediately. Awolowo in fact alleged, following the 

narration of Falola and Ihonvb~re 19 that Shagari was 

indeed in touch with pbasanjo, and that he (Shagari) 

actually chose Atanda Williams from a list·supplied 

by Obasanjo. 

W~en we-~ove ~urther to pose the question, why the 

hurry? Whi co~ldn 1 t a new appointment just wait a- few 

days for the in-coming administration? rt becomes 

clear that coercion was obviously being immersed in 

the 'ppll tical process' subvert.ing the basic conditions 

of forrnal freedom and equality. 

CASE TWO: THE 1983 ELECTIONS 

Having managed to escape with a narrow victory, 

following the last rninu~e re-inter~retation of electoral 

·, rules by FEDECO and the supervising Federal i\'Jili tary 

Governrnent, the NPN was deterrnined to record a landslide 
! ; 1(J :. 

victory in the 2~1983 elections. The NPN plan for 

19see T.h, 
1
e R1.· se and Fall-------; op cit, p.73. ----------
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winning the elections, net only in 1983 out also in 

1987x titleq 11 Strategic 1983/87 Tactical Plans: A 

Report of the str~tegic Force'', for instance, considered 

it inconceivable that the NPN could lose an election 

supervis~d by the NPN Federal Government 

Through the peifod between 1979 and 1983, the 

NPN studied the political allignments to determine how 

to exploit rifts in opponent camps. It was determined 

to enhance its supremacy. 

Early in the Republic, the NFN entered into an 

accord with the NPP which was to become the basis of 

acrimony between the two parties. The:')accord came up 

against a sharp contradiction regarding the NPP's main 

base of support in the three state governments that it 
) 

controlled (Anambra, Imo and Plateau), and the attempt 

~ ... · by the NPN to weaken .' ts opponents in all the non­

NPN controllect· states. The ensuing crisis was not . 

helped by1the participation of the three NPP govcrnors, 

in the meeting of the twelve non-NPN governors, the 

11progressives 11 , convened to coordinate policies and 

opposition against the NPN. 

The twelve incluàed the two PRP governors of Kano 

P ·and Kaduna States,.whose party entered into negotiations 
'.} 
' } with the NPN towards the eve of the second republic • 

. This was when a rift developed in the party. on the 

one hand was the Aminu Kano (party Chairman) and s.G. 

S.G. Ikoku (Secretary) led faction which compromised and 

was 1 ready' t~ 1 bè' subjugated under NPN umbre.lla. On the 

other h~nd were th~ more ~ocialist-oriented members of 

the party led·:by a veteran labour leader, Michael Imoudu, 

and sblidly baé::ked by the two PRP governo.rs · in Kano and 

Kaduna. 
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There was also a rift in the GNPP to be exploited. 

I~ l~82 the _leade~· &f the party, waziri Ibrahim openly 

disagre~d with the majority of his party•s National 

Executive Committee over the latter•s wish to enter 

into a Progressive Peoples Alliance by the four 
_ 1 ff\u c1Ju-

oppo si t ion parties the UPN, NPP, GNPP, ~nd thelled 

PRP. waziri Ibrahim was duly sacked from the ~arty 

~nd replaced with Shettima Mustafa, by the other leading 

membe·rs of the party and negotia tiens for the merger 

continued. Eventually the UPN backed out leaving the 

other three-the Shettima Must~fa led GNPP, the NPP, and 

INlôudu -led PRP to merge into a Peoples Progressive Farty 

(PPP). The way it stood: the PPP was in control of 

seven states, same number as the NPN. It therefore 

•had a good chance of winning the elections, if registered, 

especially with a possible rapport with the UPN. 

But predictably it was not to be registered. coercion 

just had.to b~ exerted by ·the ruling NPN to ensure this. 

First it made sure that recognition was not accorded 

the Imoudu faction of the PRP, inspite of the fact that 

this included the PRP governors, and a significant 

number of federal and state legislators. Instead the 

~EDECO gave recognition to the Aminu Kano faction 

.wbich controlled no government, had experienced tremeridous 

depletion of its ranks, and was clearly then a mere de 

factor arm of another party, the NPN,~ 

It was the same with the GNPP. It was to the 

:~eak arm of- 1th~ party led by waziri Ibrahim, who wa~ 

duly e~pelled for fncompatible aspirations with the 

majori ty ·of th·e party membership es pecial ly i t:;; executive, 

1· 
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that FEDECO ch6se to accord recognition. Mure 

in~xplicabl~_if control of PEDECO by NPN is to be . . ' . ~ . ' 

ruled put, is the refusai to register the PPP itself; 

a party which had fulfilled all basic requirements for 

registration; with a national spread of support 

comparable perhaps only to that of the NPN. 

The lack of autonomy of PCDSCO became evèn more 

evident when it denied an already registered ind 

existing party, the NPP, a mere change of name to PPP 

and a slight ammendment of its constitution. The 

F'EDECO, the arm of s ta te acting as. refer.ee in the 

political contest had become privatised; employed in 

"the interest of the party in control of the state. 

Coercion was immersed in the competition. 

This argµment probably recieves a firmer support 

when i t is seen . tha t in one brea th: as PPP was being 

refused registration by all means, another rarty, the 

Nigeria Advance Party (NAP) with a superficial base and 

· weak leadership structure was being register~d by 

FEDECO. The party was registered essentially to split 

the vote of the ethnic-based UPN, the greatest threat to 

the NPN 20
• Obafemi Awolowo, leader of UPN, and 

Tunji Braithwaite, leader of NAP, were bath from the 

same Yoruba ethmic group. 

A fact established by opponents of the NPN as 

_Richard Joseph notes, was that 11 they were now in 

competition not only with the NPN itself but also with 

the theoretibally non-partisan institutions such as 

the police, the·government-owned media, and the 

20 . . . 
See Claude ''Ake, "Presidential Address te. the Nige:rian 

Political Science Association, 1982 11 in Africa oeveloprnent, 
vol. lX No.3 1984, p.12. 
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elec toral comm.iss ion" 21. In other words the state 

)îad. been., prQp~r 1 y immersed in the s trugg le oetl!Jeen 

factions in society, negating the basic conditions 

of freedom ahd equality. This ooservation was even t6 

receive greater justification~ And one action which 

greatly underlined the fact that the ruling pilrty was 

completely controlling and using FEDSCO was the unnecessary 

and uncalled for change in the order of elections from 

~hat obtained in 1979. Instead of· the presidential 

election coming last, it shifted to the first. This 

.is inspite of the fact that all the parties, except 

of course the NPN, wanted the 1979 order retained. 

The NPN enforced the implementation of its suggestcd 

order of elections because of the advantage it woulci 

s9lely der·t:ve. 

The 1979 or~er would h~ve enabled the different 

par~ies kno~ theip various strongholds in the 
earlier less. important ~lections 

Land thus:.'devise strategies to beat the Nl?i'J in the cr.itical 

presidential election. This chance was ooviated, by 

-strategies of the NPN, enhanced largely oy its being in 

contrql of the state apparatus. The 1979 order 

woÙld çer"tainly bave enhanced the checking of elr::ction 

irregularities before the most crucial presidential 

, ·~·' 
.:race. Anticipating this the NPN had to employ 

coercion to have its way. It was crucial for it to 

have·won the most important presidential election 

before rigging str~tegies are exposed and che,ked. 

~ichard J8~è~h grasped the other advantages of the 

new 6rder of elèctions.for the NPN. 

21 
See.Richard Joseph, Democr.acy ~nd Prebend~l Politics 
ini.Niqer-iia.: The Rise and Fall of the second R0public 
Cambridge University Press, 1987, P 166. 
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An NPN victory in the first vote ;of 6 

August-giving it the Presidency, and thus 

the central government-would enable it go 

on and rake up landslide votes in the other 

elections, because of the discouragement 

of opposition parties, the willingness of 

electoral and police officers to serve the 

wishes of what .was already going to be the. 

nex~ government, and the desire of many 

candidates to be part of the bandwagon rather 

than risk being eut off from the largesse: of 

the central government for another four years. 

The complete reversal in the order of the 

elections gave NPN strategists the opportunity 

to use their control of the various instruments 

of government, in a concentrated way, to keep 

their opponents off-balance, and to arrange 

a massive vote total for Shehu Shagari by a 

combination of legitimate and illegitimate 

means22 • 

And just a few weeks before the first election 

in 1983, a revised voters register was published with 

a preposterous list of 65,304,ô18, much higher 

22 Op cit, P.142. 
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ttiap the unbelïevable figure of 48,499,091 voters of 

1979 refl~cting an unimaginable increase of 18 percent. 

The Economist of 6 12 August 1983 understood the 

meaning of all these and concluded that the elcctions 

were in effect over bèfore they oegan with the puolication 

of the new register. With the help of FEDECO officials, 

the NPN had inflated the figures to reflect its 

regional strength hence the northern states recorded an 

aggregate~ percent increase, the eastern states 25 

percent, ~nd UPN dominated western states, 12.3 percent. 

NPN strongholds within states controlled oy the 

opposition parties were also know to have multipiied 

"their voting population uy as muchas ten. Modakeke 

~ in UPN controlled Oyo state was one such example. 
· ... 

·' ·' 

.~ 
:; 
•, 

.. 
·; 

The .. extent of the violation of the impartiali ty 

of state forced NPN opponents to uecome .grossly 

sceptical of. even lucid and constitutionally guara11teed 

provisions., -One of such sceptics, Abubakar Rimi, the 

radical PRP governor of Kano .3tate, had to resiSJn his 

6ffice four months to the elections believing that 

pince ~is party was divided,_ and all attempts to 

register his. faction under a new combination of parties 

had f ai led . ·i t was not beyon~ the NPN to summon 
., . 

. çoercion to prevent him from contesting the el0ctions 

:under the umbrella of another party, the NNP. Rimi's 

scepticism was justified. At least judging by the 

length that FEDECO went to prevent dorno state•s GNPE· 

governor, ~chammed Goni, (who was in exactly the same 

1 ~ituation as Rimi would_ have been, if .he had not 
,, 

' 
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resigned), from contesting under the platforffi of the 

1 UPN. It took the Supreme Court to quash the FED~CO 

decision which it said, was based on a deliberate 

.. 
' 

· misinterpretation of clear cons ti tutional prov isioris. 

All just to fulfil a whim of the ruling NPN party. 

If -the· judiciary seemed to maintain autor,omy dS an 

impartial arbiter, it was to lose· i t as the elec tions 

began in earnest. Politics in Nigeria, as Ake notes 

in his 25 May 1981 West Africa article, assumed its 

true character as an all consuming business. sa that 

even the last arbiter of conflict in society, the 

judiciary was fully immersed in the struggle between 

factions. Justice lost its forma! and universal form. 

It became only as seen by particular perspectives; 

d..nf"c5rm!b:lamd coloured by private interests. And jud0es 

. appeared ,as \niere representatives of splinter groups. 

For instance in -Anambra State, which was under the 

contr.ol of the NPP, 1979 - 83,. Justice EmrnEinuel i..raka 

nullified the election of c.c. ünoh (the NPN candidate), 

·who had been declared elected ny FEDiCO. After some. 

verifications, he found the NPP candidate, the 

incumtient Governor Jim Nwooodo, duly elected. 

But the Supreme Court under the away of the NPN 

federal government was to finally endorse c.c. unoh's 

,. ,\election. · 

... ·· 

Nnamdi Azikiwe, President in the First Repuolic, 

and presidential candidate of the N~P in the 1979 and 

1983 elections was so irked oy this 1 loss 1 of even 

hls home ··state ~nambra - to the NPN that he p60red 
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~ut his frustration in a widely circulated article, 

nH'ii.t:ory Will.·vindicaté ·The Just" resting his case 

with God: 

'.• 

!, . -~' ·.. , · .. r 

. . . It is an irony of fate thac these 

politician~ have ·~ecbme so 

intoxicated with the lust for power that 

they are now in league with unpatriotic 

Luciters in human form to destabilise 

Nigeria as a democracy based on 

popular sovereignty which is conventionally 

determined by a free and fair election 

-------- I am supremely confiàent that 

Almighty God will frustrate their navery 

and ultimately expose their machination and 

· ·cohsf.gn them to the scrap hc ap of forgot ten 

tyrants. 
-the, 

History ~ill continue to vindicat~(just 

and God shall puni.sh thP. wicked. 

Azikiwe was not alone in his helplessnes·s to get 

judicial redress. Obafemi Awoiowo who in the past had 

demonstrated his religious faith in the judiciary, 

~etng himself a distinguisheà layer, was ~lso frustrat~d. 
··' ·.' 
Aft~r _the 1979 elections, following his belief in the 
·::.; .. ·· 

. iourts, ~e engaged the NPN in a running legal battl~ 
. ' 

~h!ch eventually ended in the highest court of the land, 

the Supreme Court. But the events of 1983 ~ompletely 

overwhelmed and confounded him. He was to state i,: i . '!i 

. Li 
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. . t . 23 , dur1.ng a press 1.n erv1.ew 

the ~.b'{.!iO.U.~ that 11 our judges 

176· . 
~) 

what by then had·oecome 

have been corrupted". 

',:- All th14".s/ is to demonstrate the extent of profound 

immersfon of state in the struggle. Nothing .stood aûove 

society anymore. Note even the courts and the agents of 

the law.· In fact, the Inspector-General of Police, 

Sunday Adewusi Wf:J.S SO openly partiç1l that he \r!é1S reç:,;irded 

as a de facto NPN captain. He issued police uniforrn~,_:; to 

NPN thugs and sent police officers 1t1ho visLoly disaprr.oved 

.of his actions on compulsory leav~ during the el~ction. 

The Police and NPN thugs in police uniEorm us~d tear 

gas to stop people from voting in some areas. Awolowo 

bore witness in the interview citeà · above that "In 

Sok_oto, Bauchi and Bor no, the y did not al 1 ,·,v; the pco., le 

1 tp vote at all. In some places they did cast some 

l;~ 

jotes, but,~n most ·Of the polling stitions, the p0ople 

who came to cast th~ir .votes were .driven away, and if 

they refused to go'they tear~gas~ed them. That happendd 

in Sokoto and· i t happened in 3orno, where even 

.. qçvernor Goni himself was teargassed". 

To be sure all these were not accidential. They 

were paft of the NPN plan· to rig the elections, as r~v~aled 

24 
by Press reports. This plan also advised President 

Shagari to veto the Electoral Act of 1982 and the 
. ' .. . . 
(Elect~ral A~mendment Act of July 1983 estaolishing a 

·,;. Nationa 1 Advisory counci 1 on the Mass Media. Fol lowing 

~ these laws, a body of representatives of the registered ',! 

23 
, , See West. Africa,, 21 November 1983. 

24
see .the New Ni~erian, 22 February, 1984. 

···~ 

.,,. ,, 

·! 
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political parties and FEDECO would have been nppointed 

to .. à councii:· empowered to ensure the impartiality of 
1 

governrn'ent owned media which included all electronic 

media du'ring the electoral period. · The body 1t1ould 

' have also ensured equal access to mass media facilities 

by all.registere~ parties, and have ~~the responsibility 

·of announcing election results. 

But the NPN was not to spare the media from bein~ 

. immersed in the 11all consuming business". It was part 

of the ~oercive process. In fact, all government media 

were mobilised to execute the •war•. They were utilised 

in launching tirades at •enemies•, propagating propaganda, 

and legistimising illegitimate results. Every organ of 

state was privatised in the struggle for power, violating 

1i ts., theore,tiica,l impartiali ty and negating the basic 

liberal democratic principl~s of equality and freedom, 

:critical for ithe expanded reproduction of social capital • 

. Let'ij n6w turn to the efforts of this bouçgeoisie 

at maintaining the principles of formal equality and 

freedom in the political sph~re. 

MANIFESTATIONS OF BOURGEOIS RATIONALITY 

·CASE ONE: NPIN AND SHUGABA 

The illustration that we choose is that about the 

'p9litical victimisation of a majority leader in one of 

the state•s assembly:_ the Borna State Asse~bly precisely. 

The man involved was Shugaba Abàurrahman of one of 

· the rival parties: the GNPP. 
·,.,.:. (l" . ':l'i ( ·,Î\ : 

T~e background of it all was that the NPN, the 
,',\ 

. rµling party ~nd lhe GNPP constituied the two major 
:,,, 

Ptrtie~ ~n the State•s Aseembly. But the dominant and 
, ·-.,._'. 1_ ,•:r1. 

m~jority part~ in the state was the GNPP, constituting 

therefore· a veritable stumbling black for NPN whims in 
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the locale. Shugaba, as majority leader, personifieci 

that obstacl.e.. He had to be dealt with by the NPN 

federal might. Coercion was introduced. 

· In J?nuary .1980, barely three m·onths into the 

Second.Republic, ~s the NPN sought to consolidate its 

_-:êqn~trol_., President Shagari orciered the de porta tion of 

Shugaba to Chad. The government statement said he was not 

a Nigerian and constituted as security risk in Nigeri~~ 

His passport was immediately impounded, and he was 

bundled out of the country, even before a judicial inquiry 

was set up to determine whether or not he was a Nigerian. 

·shugaba was to rem~in outside Nigeria until his case was 

decided. 

Clearly President Shagari and his NPN party had 

merely appl±ed the coercive machinery to deal with an 

opponent. Needless to say,.their action was ablatant 

violitioh·,of the constitution in many respects. Pirst 

his right ··to personal liberty. He had done nothing to 

warrant its loss. 

SS 32 of the 1979 Constitution for instance states 

that "(a) Every person shall be entitled to his 

person~l liberty and no persan shall be deprived of 

such liberty save in _the following cases and in 

accordance with a procedure permitted by law. 

(a) In execution.of the sentence or order of a 

court in respect of a criminal offence of which 

he has been found guilty 11 • 

~hu~~ba wast~~rtainlj not before any court, neither had 

he been·· found guil'ty of a~y· criminal offence. 

~ (b) Bf·reason of his failure to comply ~ith 

'the< or8:er of a court or in order to secure 

the fulfilment of any obligation imposed 

opon him by law 11 • 
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There was certainly no court order requiring the 

~ompliance Df Shugaba, neither was there an obligation 

imposé~ on him by.law that he had to f0lfil. 

"(c) For the purpose of~bringi·ng him 

before a côurt in execution of the 

order of a court or upon reasonable 

suspicion of his having committed a 

criminal offence, or to such extent·as 

may be reasonably necessary to prevent 

his committing a criminal offence". 

Shugaba was :by no m~~ns liable to any of these. 

" ( d) In the case of a persan who has net attained 

the age of 18 years, for the purpose of 

his education or welfare" 

,:sh4gaba was .. :·an.,, adu 1 t, wel 1 over 18. 

" ( e) In the case of persans suff~ring from 

dnfectioris or contagious disease, persans 

1dY unsound mind, persans addicted to drugs 

or alcohol or vagrants, for the purpose of 

their care or treatment or the protection 

of the community 11 • 

Shugaba did_ not, and no one ever said he fell within 

the category of persans being referred to here. 

11 (f) For the purpose of preventing the uniawfu~ 

entry of any persan into Nigeria or of 

effecting the expulsion, extradiction or 

other lawful removal from Nigeria Qf any 

L ~, ... ;,"'persan or the taking of proceedings 

relating thereto 11 • 

Shugaba was ~bt by any stretch of mimagination unlawf~lly 

• in Nigeria; ~t.least no court had so determined. Besides, 
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the constitution states clearly in SS(5) that "every 

person who is charged with a criminal offence shall 

· be presumed innocent until he is proved guilty 11 • To 

start with, Shugaba was not charged with any criminal 

offerice.afortiori being found guilty. Coercio~ was just 

on display. ·sut here the state intervenedRas the case 

was eventually taken to court. Redress was~xduely 

obtained, and the rightful status of Shugaba as a free 

Nigerian~citizen was restored. Here we see the state 

exhibifing autonomy enough to mediate the class struggle 

impartially.· This expression of the rule of law asw 

we have alread~ seen is a manifestation i~f bourgeois 

rationality for the rule of law is what ena0les the 

operationalization of the law of value, enhancing the 

:extend~d'. repr0duction of social capital. And at the 

risk of .. repeatition, it i~ aiso what translates to the 

political and ideological spheres as liberal democracy, 

reinforciAg :the impressions of equality and freedom 

of all, thus guarànteeing the continuous operationaliz~­

tion of the law of value. Let's take another case 

supporëing this tenet of ·manifestations of bourgesis rationality. 

1 •• : .r ? • \.~~ 

1 •• 1 
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CASE TWO: REVENUE ALLOCATION PR03LEM OF 1980 

Naturally the issue of revenue allocation is very 

i~portant for the Nigerian bourgeoisie. The significance 

of it cornes into sharper focus, once we remember that 

basically this bourgeoisie with a weak material oase 

depends on the state for accumulation. So that central 

of the state at whatever level forms the basic means 

to wealth. Much of this tendency we saw earlier. 

Those who control the central government then want 

to keep as much control of th~ national revenue as 

possible, while those at the state level want as 

much share of the revenue as it can get as.well.It is 

this struggle for greater ~ha~es of the national 

revenue be t.ween the f edera 1 and s ta te govern:11en t tha t 

forms the basis of this illustration. 

And quite naturally the struggle- frorn the sicle· of 

those a~ the state level is 11kely to be more from 

thosé stat~s not controlled oy the party in 

~~arie of the centre, for being in opposing parties 
' '~ {: 

(going by the nature of Nigerian politics) 

further limits their chances of assistance from the 

-1 centra 1 governmen t. 

- l 

•!, 
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Now the NPN was in charge of the federal government 

in the era under discussion and Shehu Shagari was. 

President. It was in hi$ desperate bid to get as much 

of th~ ~esources controlled by -the central government 

and thus···by the NPN that he introduced coercion into 

the legislative proceps flouting the rules of the gamc. 

But let•s take the matter from its genesis 25 

Following démands for the revision of the revenue 

allocation formula being used at the time' the ok.igbo 

Commission was set up in 1979. The one to ne reviewed 

was based on the Aboyade Committee report of 1977. dy 

1980, the Okigbo Commission was ready with its report. . . 

It !ecommended that the pool account should be shared 

along these percentag~s: 53 for the Federal Governm~nt, 

30 for the state governments, 10 for Loçal government 

Councils. The remaining 74 according to the recommendations, 

was to be sha~ed thus: 2,5 for the initial development of 

Abuja, the Federal Capital Territory; 2 for rspecial 

problems of mineral producing areas; 1 for eG'.c,j .. Jgi, .;l 

problems including flood control, erosion, descrtification 

e te,,~-~~~~--- f :·sa~ -i:~bJii}f.q~a~i~,~~-~~~~f~;4:,. 
---. - - - - ---- --- . - -- --

The Federal Government accepted the Okigbo Commission 

recom~endations but with a few modifications: 55, instead 

of 53, for the Federal Government and 8, instead of 10 

for Local Governments •. The Federal Government explained 

that the increase of its share of revenue from 53 to 55 

percent was soit could adequately carry thexfinancial 

burden inv61Yed in ·the discharge of itsf ~functio~.~. 

25seé Nwabueze, B.O., F'ederalism in Nic3eria Linder the 
Presidential Constitution, Sweet and Maxwell, London, 
1983, p~ 1 202-208. 
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This modified version was sent as a pre~idential 

bill to each of the Houses of the National Assemoly 

·for debate. The senate ended up modifying it thus: 

58.5 percent. for the Federal Government, out of which 

2.5 percent was for the initial development of Aouja 

and 1 percentw ~as for ecological problems; 3~.5 

percent was allotted ta.the states, out of which 2 

percent was to be channelled to mineral producing arEas 

in direct proportion ta value of minerals got from the 

those states; 3 percent was to go to a fund to be 

administered by the Federal Government for the develop-

.rnent of particular areas in the mineral producing 

states; and 10 percent for Lncal Government Councils. 

But what to. really take notice of at this stage is that 

the senatè left·the States with only 26.5 percent of 

the revenue. 

By the t1me, the House of kepresentatives finished 

its ~wn debate, it had a different version. This time 

50 percent was allocated to the Federal Government, out 

.of which 2.5 percent was for the initial development 

of Abuja; 40 percent to the States, from which 1.5 

percent was to be for oil producing states; and 10 

~er~ent for Local Governments. 

The two new versions were now passed to a Joint 

Committee~ of the National Assembly for recohciliation. 

The Joint Committee rather adopted the Senate version 

by 13 votes ·to 11. The comrnittee was made up of 24, 12 

from each House.· , The Bill was then sent from the 

'Cornmittee to the President forassent. No more 

refer~nces were made to both Houses, either seperately 
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or jointly. · The ·President, post haste, gave :üs assent, 

and t,he Bill be.cc;tme an Act of the National Assembly. · 

Now to the snag. The President ·. flouted 

constitutional provisions to endorse an act which 

favoured his segment of the bourgeoisie. He flouted 

the rules of the constitution he swore to protect to 

achieve a partisan·aim. What he did was to use the power 

of President to attempt to bulldoze his way into achieving 
by 

selfish ends for goin~the constitution, the Jecision of. 

the Joint Committee should· have been reffered back to 

each of the Houses as SS 54(3) stipulates. This shoulà 

have required a joint session of the two Houses to debate 

and vote .jointly. And if this had happened, the ammendment 

of the House of Representatives which gave the Pederal 

Government only 50 percènt of pool revenue, would likely 

have been upheld especially if.':the two Houses voted as bcfore 

(46 to 37 votes .in the Senat~ and 244 to 171 in the House 

of Representatives). 

The Presidential assent was however challengeà in 

court and quashed. Here~bourgeois rationality manifested~· 

the lesson was clear; that ncibody was above the law, not 

even the President; the political process had to be 

conducted in accordance to the rule of law. 

-- · ~Je .could go ion to g ive several other examples, Dut 

that may be overlabouring the point, and risking over 

repeatition of the same patterns; so we would rather turn 

to our last tenet of. bourgeois rationality and see why 

and how it is·weak in Nigeria. 

IV: THE MODERN CREDIT SYSTEM 

It should already be clear by now why as a result 
. I', 

of lack of autonomy of the state, and weak economic 
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base of the bourgeoisie, there is a tendency towards 

normlessness in both the economic and political 
as the bourgeoisie function 

processesÀ_ with little restraint. Thus society 

graVitates towards the Hobessian state ofMnatui 

In the normless contest of everyone against everyonc, 

suspicion thrives, and trust wanes. That the 

existence of capitalism in Nigeria approxj.mates to 

this state of affairs has already been treated. The 

question we confront now is how this general behaviour 

of the Nigeria bourgeoisie \Weakens bourgeois_ rationality 

with regard to thè'modern credit system, so indispensable 

· in ensuring and enhancing the expandeà reproduction 

of social capital •. The credit system is one that rests 

on trust built only by restraint or discipline exer,ised 

by particulars~ so that once this discipline is not 

likely guaranteed, a~ i~ the Nigerian case, owing to 

the~nbrmlessness and unrestrained selfishness of the 

Nigerian bourgeoisie in pursuit of their private 

interests, the system is already hamstrung. At best 

its efficiency would be very adversely affected, for 

owing to distrust, every article· of transaction has 

always to be thoroughly cleared oefore being~admitted 

as ~uthentic. This partly explains the gross delays 

and inefficiency usually e~perienced in Nigerian 

banks. In the.end it is social capital, that is 

inhibited. 

It i~ also instructive that there have Deen 

several d~cree~ b~ different administrations in the 

country to'chec~ theiissuance of dud cheques, a 

h~bit bf me~bers of the Nigerian bourgeo~sie. And 
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the fact that there have been several of such 

decrees shows how deep-rooted the habit is. This 

general thrust of untrustworthiness also helps to 

e:>s:plain why, . in spite of the sophistication of 

economic transactions the world-over, today in 

Nigeria, there is yet little or no visiole use of 

the credit card. For the use of the card imposes 

responsibility on its user to exercise restraint, 

and.use it responsibly, buying only within the 

limi ts of what ·he can pay for wi thout much ado •. 

The point being made is that the required discipline 

necessary to sustain these credit facilities by 

which social capital benefitsa and expands ts weak 

in Nigeria~ The level of distrust, ~orruption, 

dishonesty, greed and normless acquisitiveness is 

5 uch that,cannoteenable social capital to fully reap 

the beneti~s of the mociern credit system. 

Let•s now examine the general trends, · 

manifestations that tend to negate and limit~the 

ben~fits of the modern cr~dit system to capitalism. 

Manifestations ~f Bourgeois Irrationality 

CASE ONE: FATE OF .. NATIONAL BANK OP NIGE:RIA ( Nl3N) 

To be sure, the fate about to be narrated is 

· not peculiar to the National .Bank of Nigeria, 

established 58 years ago. Many other banks in 

Nigeria have the same problem, but it seemed to have 

been br~~g-ht more.· '.iSharply into focus in the case 

of the NBN. U~der the weight of sa much bad and 
l:, 

doubtful debts over the years the! .bank, by 1990, 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



., 

' 

,' 
'· 

•.\ 

,i, 

i: 

' 

,; 

187 

.could no longer meet the ordinary cash withJrawal 

demands of even small customers. Infact 11 in some 

brahches, customers• demand for the withdrawal of 
, ' 

even N50 (could not) be met. Customers now (had) 

·to make repeated visits to their banks before making 

.a single 
· 26 

withdrawal" • This is just to ciemonstrate 

the level of liquidity crunch, which the bank had 

been thrown into as a result of.the amount of debt 

. 1 d b t b. 11 · . 27 1nvo ve: a ou ~ i ion na1ra • The condition 

was so bad that the bank had,to be suspended from 

. the bankers• clearing house. the implication of such 

suspension is that cheques issued by or against the 
not 

affected bank couldLbe honoured. In effect, the bank 

was effedtively eut off from benefitting from the 

free. flow of funds in the banking system. The 

implication .pf this .for capi talists and capi talisrn, 

as a whole should be clear following the analysis in 

Chapter IV. There is no need to go over t~e grounàs 

except to note the tremendous adverse effect this trend 

has on the expansion of social capital, restricting 

its extended reproduction, by hindering its progress 

·· ··.: in them::course of the circuit of capital. 

~-To ameliorate the situation, t~e board of 

•Odu•a Group, a conglomefiate owned by the Oyo, ündoN 

and Ogun state governments, and to which NBN belongs 

made some daring moves; including the publication of. 

,! 

26 See "Crunch at National Bank? in Newswatch, August 
20, 1990. 
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a list of the~r major debtors. ~he names were puolishcri 

in major nationaJ newspapers like the Concord, Trioune, 

pai ly Times ·etc. Tha t was in December 1989. The 

28 
result, according to Adedeji Oresanya, Governor of 

Oyo staté and Chairman of Odu'a Group, was repaymen~ of 

a paltry N10 mi~lion representing only about one percent 

of debts owed the oank. It might be of interest to note­

that those who had wrecked the.bank through debts incluJe 
. capitalists 

such established multi-millionarieL like Michael Ibru 

of the ubiquitous Ibru Organisation of Nigéria, and 

Gabriel Igbinedion, who amongst many others, owns An 

··airline business - Okada Airlines. 

The whole point here is jutt to show how the 

character of_the Nigerian bourgeoisie t~nds to negate 

the modern credit .system, so necessary for the 

extended reproduction of ~ocial capit~l. 

CASE 'T'·.JO: FATE Cr-' ·!.'HE NOS SCHEMf. 

The present situation of the National· Directorate 

of Emrloyment (NOE) is another case in point. This 

was a scheme, established by the r,resent mil i tary 

,re<13ime under P>resident Ibrahim Babangida to help yoGnCJ 

~~nterpreneurs with loan caçital, especially those 

, , :)nterested in small sclae inàustries and agriculture~ 

·successful applicants under the agricultural pro(_;ra,rirne 

receive:l between N11, 500 and ;·418, 000 while the· loëin 

·, package for those in the indus trial programmo:=:- :was 

between N25,000 and NS0,000 • 
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Now to the tale of woe. The culture of non­

repaym~nt, bad credit habbits recurred. Officials 

of the NOE complain of the 11 appalingly low leve1 1129 

of repay~ent~ In Kwara State, for instance out of 

a tot~l of 740 people who benefitted from the 
. 30 

-,scheme, 11 virtual 1 y none has repayedl, • Henc_e 

in that State alone about H7.9 million remain out­

standing from loans given ovet- two ye,,r.s ,i<JC. 

In some other states, the picture is even more 

dismal. In Imo and Benriel States, none of the 

young farmers who recieved the loans had co_mmenced 

. repayment, over two years after collecting the loans. 

The effect of all this default is that others may 

not benefitaSince there is not rnuch repayment bein9 

done, the scherne can thus not revolve. The implications 

-of this for capital is obvious. sooner than later, this 

scheme espec.ially its section on credit wOL1id be cr-ipplr--·d. 

And by that ~t is capital as a whole that loses. 

Remember this ugain is a loss occassioned by the 

selfish and untrustworthy character of the Nigerian 

bourgeoisie. Now to more positive manifestations, and 
dealing 

efforts or this class -;in L wi th this specif ic 

J nature of indiscipline amongst its ranks. 
,, 

· Manifestations of Bourgeois Rationality 

eASE ONE: PEOPLE'S BANK OF NIGERIA 

This bank was set up, with an objective similar 

to the NOE scheme. But it differed to the extent 

28
see- "NOE Goes Asorrowing" in Newswatch, Navember 26, 

1990, p.41. 

29
rbid ."· 
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-~ · that it was meant to provide loan capital to small 

businessmen, traders, artisans 7 etc. The loans : we:ce 

usually in the range of N50 to a few thousands. 

But ~hey represented capital all the same, to be used 

in V~ntures ihat would return profits. 

But unlik_e the NOE scheme, in the thi;.-oes of 

death especially regarding credit, the Bank, first 

established in October, 1989, has prospects of spreading 

to all the local government areas of the country. From 

\; only about 20 branches in eight states (of. the 21-state 
' 

J: 

federation) at its pilot stage (October -December 1989), 

the bank has grown tremendously. As at the end of May, 
had 

· 1990, i t a lreadyL 5.2 branches~ 

Infact the implementation Task Force (ITF) 

J constitu~ed to stwdy the operation of the pilot stage 

) recommended that at least30 149 branche~ of the branch 
.> 

•.f 

., 

·,. 
·,~ ' 

-.. 
»:.' 

be est~blished irr 1990 alone,· in addition to the already 

existing 20 0ranches. 

Now to the crux of the matter, what does bourgeoi_s 

rationality have to do with this? The point is that 

the ex·pans ion is engineered by ma nif es ta tians of 

bourgeois rationality- in particular the discipline 

.. :req~ired to be trus tworthy, to repay the loans on the 

~part of t~e beneficiaries. Perhaps some statistics 

would help to make the point. According to reports 

of the ITF, during the pi lot stage of the pro j ect, · 

;NS.6 million was given as loans to 8,007 beneficiaries. 

Ahd as ·~~·De~embér,· 1989, barely three months after, 

Ji 

30se,e'· "Time· 0 for' Chest-Beating", Newswatch, July 2, 1990, 
p.37. 

r ·(.i 
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at least N251,311 had been repaid although tl1(! recipients 

had a repayment period of over a year. This represented 

2 repayment rate that was 113.20 times more than the 

k t t
. 31 Ban ~s expec a ion • It is this surprising trend 

that convinced the then Minister of Finance and Economie 

Development, Chief Olu Falae, that 11 the masses of this 

country have de~onstrated that given the righ~ atmosphere, 

the average Nigerian is reasonably honest and trustworthy 1132 • · 

And Newswatch appeared to have correctly interpreted the 

basis of such optimism when it commentect 33 that 

Olu Falae made the statement based on the 

fact that the bank's loan beneficiaries have 

not exhibited some of those unwholesome 

characteristics which some people say are 

t.he :trade mark of Nigerians. They have nei ther 

misused their loans nor consideied them as 

.. their own. share of the national cake. Rather 

rnost ofthem ·have been repaying their debts 

faithfully, even ahead of scheàule. 

The depth of fidelity is probably still further 

appreciated with the realization that the loans were 

9Jven completely without collaterals. This, thus,is a 

clear manifestation of the essential discipline necessary 

for the functioning of the modern credit system • 

Let's take one more case: this time one that reflects 

the ~fforts by members of the bourgeoisie, to stem the 

tide of indiscipline of this class,regarding credit. 

31rbid. 

32Ibid. '· 1 

33 1bid ... ,,1 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



., 

,, 

1 · 

,, 
,/ 
"' 

.•;; 
; 

•: 

192 

CASE TWO: DECREES AND THE CREDIT SYSTE~ 
'. ! 

It is already clear how the credit system and the 

concept of bourgeois rationality are related. The 

former is ~rucial, almost indispensable in the extended 

reproduction of social capital. But the general character 

of the Nigerian bourgeoisie' tends to undermine the very ba-sis 

of this system. The ubiquity of fraud, indiscipline 

and dishonesty of the Nigerian bourgeoisie in their bid 

to strengthen their material base undermines the necessary 

trust required for the credit system to work well. 

For as we have already seen the modern credit system rests 

on trust. 

It is against this background that we can fully 

·appreciate ·the ·effort of factions of the bourgeoisie to 

sa~e the system through decrees to curb fraudulence, and 

restore con~idence in it. ·we find manifestations of . . 

this :kind of effort under the Murtala-Obasanjo military 

regime that governed the country between 1975 and 1979. 

· Precisely on 20th Ma~, 1977 the Federal gov~rnment 

issued qecree No.44, (citeda as Dishonoured èheques 

(offices) Decree 1977) to restore confidence in the use 

of cheques. The Decree "renders it an offence for any 

·;person anywhere in Nigeria to induce the delivery of 

· any.property or to purport to settle a lawful obligati6n 

by means of a cheque which when presented within a 

.reasonable time is dishonoured on the grounds that no 

fupds or·in~~fficient funds were standing to the credit 

.of the drawer of :the cheque". aAny individual found 

guilty of thi~ offence was to be sentenced to jmprisonment 

for two years, without the option of a~fine~ and in the 

case of a corporate body, be sentenced to a fine of not 

lèss than N5,000.00. 
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This decree however did not achieve its goal. 

This led t:6 the inclusion of a · .Jsimilar attemp~ in 

the speciai Tribùnal (Miscellaneous offences) Decree 

20 of 1984. Of course this was against the background 

of the ,generàl trends in the : .1behaviour of the 

Nigeiian·bou~ge?isie especially as it relates to 

instruments of credit. This ~ecree amongst others de0ls 

with habits of fraudulently or knowingly uttering, 

forging, procuring, altering, accepting or presenting 

anothei person any cheque, promisory note or oiher 

negotiable instrument knowing it to be false, forged, 

stolen or unlawfully procured. It also deals with those 
by 

who "knowlngly andr L means of any false representation 

and with intent to defraud the Federal Military 

G.overnmerilt or,. the Governmen t of any s ta te, promises the 

delivery or payment to himself or any other person of 

any,property·or money by virtue of any forged or false 

·cheque, ,promisory note or other negotiable instrument 

whether in Nigeria or elsewhere". 

And perhaps following the failure of the earlier 

effort· at rescuing the credit system, this later decree 

$tipul~tes a more severe penalty for defaulters. 

r,or instance anyone convièted is now to be sentenced 

·to 21 years imprisonment wi~hout the option o~ finè. 

v. SUMMARY 

Much of what we have done in this chapter has been 

to recount historical cases to concretely buttress our 

·~rgument ~®regarding the weakness of bourgeois 

rationality in Nigeria. As muchas possible we tried 

not to confine our examples to specific geographical 
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regions or in fact particular periods of Nig0rfdn history. 

This is in attempts to demonstrate the pervasivencss :1nd 

depth of the ~eaknes~ 

However, we had to truly reflect the rectlity that 

inspite of the general indisciplins of the class in 

question, . there àre s ti 11 mani f est ·1 tione of bourgeois 

rationality. That there are contradict~ons, mediations and 

ambiguities. At this point rnuch of our work is done, 

what remains is to summarise and conclude. 
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CHAP'I'ER SEVEN 

SUMMARY · AND·, CONCLUSION 

We set out to establish that bourgeois rationality 

is weak in Nigeria. ·In doing this we had to first 

clearly define the concept 6.f bourgeois rationality. 
1. 

w~ poSêd the question; What is bourig;eois ratioriality? 

To answer, there was need to see capitalism as it 

emerged, its various historical antecedents which 

shaped its charactel."',: as a mode of production. With 

this character emerged the need for bourgeois rationality. 

We established that social· capital consists of 

particulaï."' capitals.. But capital even by definition 

acts self-interestedly.. It · is egoistic and self-seeking 

so_. that if particular ·capitals act entirely in their 

interest, the conditions necessary for capitalism to 

thrive would pe jeopardised" So that capitalism must 

·retain and maintain an order if chaos is not to result ,· 

(as it must when particular capitals act completely 

without the restraints necessary for the sur.vival of 

· . s.ocial capital} .. 

It is thus in the interest. of social capi·tal . for 

discipline to be exercised by particul·ar capitals • 

,Thi;tt is the only way capitalism can thrive.. I'n particuJ.ax, 

that is the ·way the conditions necessary for the 

, · extended reproduction of capital can be maintained. 
1·; 

.; 
·, 
,, 

That is the way the law of value can operate, leading 

to the continu.ous expropriation of surplus value: the 

squrce of' the augmentation of capitaL 
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What we are saying is that capitalism is self­

contrad'ictory and self-negating" · I.f it muS"t survive 

collective restaint is necessaryu This restraint or 

·: d,iscipline is exercised .for the sake of the survival 

· and expanded reproduction of social capitalw This is 

the expression· of 'bourgeois rationality. But what are 

the specific tenets of this concept at least as the 

·, exJ?erience of capitalism in the Occident reveals? 

.The tenets are derived from the v~ry dynamics of 

capitalo. 

Notice that capital lives and expands by exploiting 

labour, which is then paid little in exchange for the 
·. 

much that capital takes. This is exploitation of labour 

by -capital.. But this is only possible when labour 

continuously submits · itself to be exploited. The point 

re~lly is that this exploitation needs to be disguised 

if this is to ·be SOy It has to be made to appea:r" like 

;fair ~xchfil,lge •. This is how ii: becomes necessary to 

give the impression that everyone is equal and free 

under the capitalist system: labour and c2.pital. This 

·way, labour willingly submits to capital which then 

aJ?propriates surplus·-value·, to swell itselfu The· 

~p:parent equality and freedom ïn the market place 

·urider capita;J..ism .masks the unequaL.exchange between 

capital and labour; Thus the law of value can operate o 

But how is this necessary forrnal · equality ëffid 

· .freedom institutionalised? It is through the rule of 

.... ' 
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lawo Bveryone is su];;)j ected to la.w, which in turn 

protects the rights of allu The· law assumes that 

ever•yone {s a· property-owner, even if that propert:y 

.is only labour-power. But in reality labour-power is 

no proper_ty as suche The labourer, for instance, f inds· 

he has no property· except_ in himself. So thë..r: he is 

actually under compulsion to sell part of himself to­

capital in order to survive. And out to make profit, 

capital pays labour less than it shoUl.d; using the 

exoess to at.J.gment itself: being pérpetually in want. 

of expansion. But law generalises and treats bath : 

labour and capital as equally free contractors. This 

__ is how formal freedom and equality are maintained.· 

Law therefore helps in institutionalising an unequal 

.. r_~la,tion ,. a,r:id .. l,egitimatizing the appropriation of 

surplus-:-value .. This way the rule of law ·reveals itself 

as a tene:t of .bourg~ois, rationa~ity" . By it, the ·law 

,·, 
. ··1· 

._:..• 
J' 

of va~ue ts operationalised, ênsuring expansion of 

social capital. Law ·.gives stability to the bourgeois 

ord_er and disguises exploitation~ 

All this is in the ecqnomic spheree In the 

political, what we find is a translation. There, the 

ri.ile of law plays the ideological role of reinforcing 

tn~' principles of freedom and equali ty; reinf orcing in 

everyone the impression of being free and equal" This 

is done as the practice of l~_beral democracy" Everyone 

is · free to contest for election and to goV(;:r>nu Everyone 

' ,_ 

,! '· 
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,, is free·to support any political group of his choice. 

. 't: 

i~ . Each has equal ·chances of winning in an open and free 

con.test for political of.fice as an.y other~ This · way 

the loyalty of everyone, labourer or càpitalist, is 

·,. 

; . 

·: gathered by the· system. This way the inequalities 

under capitalism 1re furtJ:ier obscured as the semblance 

of rorrnal freedom and equality are ·reinforced. This, in 

turp,~urther ensu~es·stability of the ordcr under which 

th~: exploitation of labour oân oontinue un:i .. nterirupted 

and by that 'i;he ex.tended rep:i;ioduction of social dapital. 

We noted however that within the political arrange-

. ment, the .chances of a labourer wi.rming in a political 

contest are ver;y lirnited. So that what passes actually 

for elections is really a choice bètween candidates put 

:f:orward by, t.he _bourgeoisie. Bourgeois è.emocracy there-

f 012e eme~ge s as indeed the dictatorship of· the bourgeoisie. 

But all .t}:lis is done under good cover., ensuring t,he 

exten~ed reproduction of social capital in the end. The 

tenets of liberal democracy, especially those that 

emphasise f ormal equality and freedom providé the 

d:i,.sguise. It is therefore. really in the interest of 

social capit_al for merribers of the bourgeoisie to curtail 

their· selfishness and subj ect themselves to the 

:ç1i::scip;J..ine o.f abiding by libe-ral democratic principles • 

,;,• 
. 'rhis again is bourgeois rationality.. This particular 

' 
:tepet further allows for the operationalization of· 

·the law·cf value in the sphere of production, though 

.. ;Lricti:r:ie et l:[ •. , 
. ' , . .J 
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Now once capital leav~s the arena of production, 

conàcnuied i:ii. iall: oommodity, it ~ntev.&J into the ~phi;rr.'@ of . . ' ~. ' 

circulation" _Operations in this sphere_ require the 

·credit system in m.any. waysa for instance Cl'·2.dit is 

needed in order that·production might continue uninterupted, 

while the commodity is still in .the market. Credit is 

-

1. 

also needed to eàse the ·problems resulting from long 

distance transportation inevitable under capitalism. 

There emerges also the need for a more convenient 

~eans of .settling bills than thr.ough· physical cash. These, 

amç,ng several other1s make the modern credit system almoot 

indespensable to·capitalism. 

However, this credit system itself rests on trust, 

the. result of the exercise of discipline or restraint by 

particular ·cap~tals. .In other words collective discipline. 

ia. what enables the_ credit system to function supporting 

the producer and encouraging the buyer. In the end 

social capital is what benefits, being perpetually 

reproduced on an extended scale" 

.· These are forms bourgeois rationality 1.s expressed · 

~p the Occident. The Western bourgeoisie exercises 

restraint enough not to jeopardise the extended·reproduc­

:tion of social c_apitaL But in Nigeria, this discipline 

·i~.' we~ko To understand why this is so we had to 

: :rE=turn to the pe.culiar manner of the penetration of 

_< capi talism into the terri tory. This had special . 

.. e·:çfe~ts on the nature of the· state an~ bourgeoisie in 

the country. The state that emerged was one that had 

limited aùtonomy ,. easily arnenable to private employment. 
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And the bourge_oisie that f ormed was one with a 

weak material basew 

To consolidate their economic base then ,. members · 

qf the bourgeoisie generally act nonnlessly, employing 

all manner of expediencies including the use of the 

state as a means of private accumulation. The disci-
' ; 

' 

pl~ne of · a bourgeoisie which exercises restraint by 

~ying •. by. the ·rules . .for the sake of social capital is . ; . 

weak. Rather in the scramble to qtrengthen their 

:mater1ial base rnembers of the Nigerian bourgeoisie 

dia~egard the necessary observances and rules which 

restr.ain particular capitals from jeopardising the 

extended reproduction of social capital. , 

The rule of law is jeopardised,for ins"tëJ1ce,as 

c.oercion is immersed in the class struggle litei-iarily 

·placing some above ·the law j ust ·by their having access 

to st~te_ apparatusw. The result is that the formc1.l 

freedam and equality needed for the law of value to 

.. opt=rate is j eopardised~ The consequent ovèrbearing 
.,, 

~r "importance of the state in the millieu p~eci]?ita·te_S 

then an unprecedented struggle for its possession. 

·, This results in the -subversion of the democratic principles 

• ,1 

o~ formal equality and freedom, which serve as ideological 

:. support for the capitalist systemo 
~· ( 
./ In the scramble for ·material gains the credit system, 

·.· sq vital .for capitalism is also af.fected. l'or the trust 

'"Î' .on. which it rests, is undermined by the general 

., 
(. 
;:, 

<. ,' 
\•·· 

,• .. 

,• .. ! { 
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.~ ,· indiscipline of the bourgeoisie. Acc\.lmulation takes 
•';, 

:i;>:l;.c;:1.ce as if there existed a state of siege, with 
. . 

m~mbers o.f the bourgeoisie stealing, grabbing and 

·.:.' 
.''.ï appropriating in the most expedient Wél.YS possibleu 

These.dishonest practices breed distrust and 

1'" 
·,, 
', 

suspicion which J.'.imit the use and benèfit of the credit 

!3ystemg 

This is·why and how bourgeois rationality is weak 

ip: Ni11eria. Neverthèleras, to accept th~t the conqept 

is weak. is alrieady to admit thëlt the·re . if.a evidenoe 

of bourgeois rationality even if limited. So that there 

are manifestations of bourgeois ratigpality and bourgeois 

ïrrationality.. There are contradictions and ambiguities. 

·. Thïs compl~x real:Lty is what we attempted to capture in . 

. /. ,_ 1the last. · _chap:j:er. If this study merely serves to draw 

'J: 

··: 

·:; 

fresh- attention to the character of the N.igerian 

b9urgeoisie and its consequence even. for capitalis~ in 

the country, it s puripose would have been we 11 served. 

( , t 
'\, 

;:. , ',\ ... 

'~ ,•. ,.:, 
.i~ 

.:;' 
' \ ~ . 

.! 1 

'i: .. 

,,:._ 

,: 
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