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is more

amathemna  to compartmentalization. The academic silencg has

sy proken  dn o many Fronts sines the Araw Conference of

AR Mo EmeE Tyl g hawve bheen

[Nl e

Fragmentary and have deal mainly with problemns  of

hlament and adiustment in counteiss, W TEw W ks

have fFooussd  on causes  of, or  evenbs preceding  Flight.

Meither have tChe

studies . loo

at government polioy

. Fluch ofF  the availlable works have looked

at The practical problems concerning the provision of

(W)
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S3-TNINE

anc protb fimn, Lthdn ored

cmmmuniti@§3 and o the of  spontaneonsly settled refu-

look Mistory of particular

refuges moveamsnts and thlements.  Ohristens clone a

Mistory of the Resandan refugess din Tanzanis. Ot hers have

examined international humanitarian arnc their

P e T e

poaldend rhara Harvelld

has done A  revealing  study of

Llgandan refugess in Soul

Vi have besn dong on government polioy

towards

The  only work that looked at

government  policy  towards

probplems concerning thes provision of asylum and prmt%ctimmn?



Thesse shtudies  have mainly

in the Horn dluos,
Eohiooia, the Sudan, Rwanda, Burundl and Tanzania., There is
wirtually no study of  refugeess  in ths  MWest AFfrican sub

ragion, et along bGhana.,  This is duep to the fFack that Ffor a

long  tima, region has not

the kind ofF refuges

Y @ meE as  bhe Horeog Southern AfFrican

countries Ty

more & reglion of

s resett lenent and this study ieoan edfort o edxamilns
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governmant policy towards the resettlemsnt  of refugess From

obher African countries in Ghans. AL i suoch work has been

oo arna  there is htherefores ) P ET ST Encs

stuchy noh anly dn
Ghana but also SUb-rEgLon.
There is

of academic intereast in

refuges re

areh. Unobhe lack of interest and  paucibty  of

theory in aroch .M. ®

This most sociclogical subisct has .
Wi colned the word s and
to exploring examining

o

and @
irhera
shueli s g
migration rarely have

|3$y§:haﬂlmgi¢:al iFication
it

and CONSeqUeNGe
into the

of bthose

The lack of btheory in arch has been atbributed

mainly to the psros

of the problem az & locelized and

nore-rscurrent phenoonenon whioh TS I 4
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it out that difFersnt Forg
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wor Lol This lernds a of uridguensss To sach situation

arcl clouds

the recwring elensnts in s
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”tuat1man

sreral lack of theory and also a

There is ther

m

THUE R Q)

problem of  oconcepbual

ification of refugee migrabtion.

However Bhien arcl ave  oolnbed  out Lhat,

Nk el e

anding the lack of theory, refugse onovenents are

lled a refugss

iencs which

what  may be  bteroed & retug

hehayiours oan

behmyviouwr . Theredfors L

scientifically conceptualized as  distinctly cornsistent  and

predictable phenomena.
Who is a Refugee 7

Literature Kevisw

in v ~'t L OMAE e

atus of radfug

the orientation and tions of it

F o wor ks

Lhe problemn as

part of the larger social problem of displaced populations.

This is cus o bhe

srhach magndibude of  the retd

probilen sinoes worlad  owar, arcound the world, and

SInne

articulating the refuge problen o

Mations

and  the proolem of ethnic
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pre i The dnther  war

in Europs.

curraent thinking abowt refugess has however been laid oub by



the Undited Mations, The 1951 UM Convention defines s refuges
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being persecubed Foe
yahionality,
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ot her
o e

This defFinibion has sesn &

sEen as restrictive. Soms oribtics have pointsd to She LN

gefFinition®s lack of concern for people who have nob oros

the Doundary of a state .. dnternally digplaced persons.

that the LN d

Cso o

ks also arg

dndtion of a refug

i N o . -
marrow.  MHe  points  out that & persort Fitting the UM

(M)

detinltio

i st refoulinsnt. The
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definition, he points oud eftfe

stively  saxoluded @it
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peresscuted individuals who were  still in theilr own counteye

ey need to have escaped btheilr tormentors in order to be of

international  concsrn wunder the convenbion and bthe stabtube.

Vsually  a filiees his  hoogland oul of Fear of

perssocution neibther oy ds offered protection by his

sernment. On bhe that the R (1N b el l-F

anclecl,

Gordenker®s position is  thalt the answsr has  pesyvohological,

legal, political and administrative dimensions. The

o demonstrate fthat his sa

v Wollo bhe endangered
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to his country of  origin, b lithle




supporting informationg it ds only his  word and

the convi

of his  olaim that provide inditial support.
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wiroies

to the nature of

The redug parception of

Peaption may

mot be  shared by those  who bhave to decide on asyvlunm. the

political slements of decision on persecution are linked to

the ouestion
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cribic

W0 government.

Such & decision FiER 6

il o dinbarnational

interest

Thus

c-Founded Fear’ of persecution ds abt bhest

toy osmay exachtly what it entails.
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migrants, This dis  the position  of
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wig! cutting of
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in terms ofF the distinchior

=1 bhosse 4 political persecution and  those
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1img conditions.

Definiltions Mave generally reguired that
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govermments, while those who migrated For
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ws loalled  the push-pull s
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migrants.?
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Fimdtions are legal
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political

whio ars nevertheless, nE, Wnable

\

o urwilling to retuwrn to theily countery of origin.

In  19&6%, +the AL adopted  its  own Corvenbion on

e LI

Finidtion incorporatesc

with & bhroader defFimition

iwidual and

T e viohologioal

criterisa  usec RV B TS 11 Thee  OAU Convention

The term ¢
o b

gomination

shall also
al  agar

vl
s Phabitual

e pla

part or

iem compelled

" in order Lo
ide his country of

6L and

intersbabe movament Al

I 4 Dt e O s 11

includes ocgupation  ang Foredgn dominabtion, . colonialisn

S

allows the 4L

and racism. Thi Fresdom Flighters

a category of refugses

73
Macknowes

that cone

the AL definition repress arn  dmprovemnsnt on the  UN

Tavante

detinition. Among obhers, e points out, the phivs

Iproacdly

tleturbing public prder” has

interpreted. ted usage in AFridce include some peon)

doy not gualidfy as




s pie
o

s

Fles ars Fam e, and th

HMigh Commissioner For

P ET LI

i b

articulat

Refugess in

o,

ple  who ars

From e

g 1

in ordsr Lo

arot e

ot Vi

o 3 .
mbtarvati z He noted that

refugess had divided refuges

Wi

e wrban.

(il Fresdon Filabters  whose

gomination.

The oost

£y o WAL, £ gam

parsecution

o

natural oid

fial

clea-fd vl d o

T

5 and 19e0"sy it

T he

definition of

Convention and bthe 15

eebanded through the

o

Flight

racial, ¥

Lty

b 6
peditid

ey oyl

As

inolucle

paanla whie

the United Mations

hecoms acoustonsol

Tiys

situations. i me clw

s 4 clent Myvsrere of Tanzania i

7

International Conferences lnt

SfFrica A Ty, He definsd

g ar may  dn the  Future be

£

Feam A

in

caps persecution, or death, or

1 b o

imto Three Categoriss, namelys

e E aelue gl and

M e

cattsme el

HWa

women and ohildren Fleeing

eligious cultural

ov

From Famines ot her

arbs & pragmabic  response

™
£}

al

£ omic turmoil that

and

states of AFrica in bthe sarly

3 .§IZ

extension

e 1%



2 CHAL]

definition

e

Fe Mabhews points outl

within  the m it

imcliwvicual s "L owell- prErsE ot 4o

the exsodus could be bhe

that

btk

o

a mors gensral naturs, intrinsic b

It

country in guestion.

From bthe wider

rraml

and political unrest.

itive

S

. . 9 o \ -
] Leal.™  orild tion. [hey

to be

ot and the

Lewvel

- on o ;
FHEME LY

AF e the usual

(N aTatminds

atdng

LI

inst bthe irvitd

international  boundseies gouivocal

ot

we L L Founole ool

L e

SE R Y R (o]

that the

ot

the Factuwal level thevy

the Lragedy L

a problem of pe

S

In

e e i) Lo wia ot i

3l ity 1

poirt ouwt bhat tThe Pl rg Lt her

smapel led by

the police or gov

iont, o of populabtions

refused

=Y re-sntry by bthe

by the

they podnt iolenlogioal

of e causal Factors enumsra v bhe definition

Clroum

Found at

criticisms

nabure

g nment of

o o

FECOgnt Tes

ol

B N1 o Wl

EEETaN

s

ion
that

ricyt e

TR

LTovel of

lewe

ing

ne wWhen in

ey i

by "

ol

overtones



Melander

Lo moant owh with mors

Fiawves

imion that  eight different cstegories of

el

cqualified as

i aFrica, with  smome oal

60 Convent iomns

smedmigy From minoeribty-rule i Goubheen

i luded menbers of nabionasl Liberation

From dndependent Afed mt &

result of  the 'conssguences gpf o colonialism. ... the

arbitrary way in whioch ©

@ocolonial powsrs.,

Fleping  From  bhorg

»
k2

disputes that  wers a

consegquence of colonialism.

PLgess, who were nenbers of minority groups, Flesing

Ffimic and bribal dispubes

{5

o oivil owars and obher dimorders

Fetugeses Flesing From the Moroooan oooupation of  their

homeland.

{7 L] B vy From Psman sdghts  violations

(w.g From Idi Amin's regime in Uganda.)

Conceptual Framework
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IR R W I verlopn & *18 rn

a2l Framswork which could be appli
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irvvoluntary migration. Based on the works  of  Eunz
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Lhe migrabory Drocess

a)  Events preceding exodus

b} Immediate factors and mobtive SIS

gensrabing ¢

towarods refuge ooverrmenis,

Ewvents preceding exoois

saroth orn drvoluntary odgr

with the Flight amd the situation faced by

Y Mot mueh sttention is Foou

The approach in the

winprbion ofF

& ftunction of bhe

al v that thse African refugss
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The  Formesre

il Iy Vi (W uty

arg ocalled wmigramnts and the latter are

o FERETY R

LB

have been called immigrants,

o dllegal aliens, g aEy Lum Iy rece v ing

cosdrbr L
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rir 41 migrants.

Fugess are neilbher nmigran

Tucker and Zuc Like migrants, ref P

Torsaken their homes oy rgw countriss and like

o o ant they may enter  bthe new Counbris

i CH Y Bobh the dmmigrant and the illegal migrant are

drawn Lo a oounbtry.  Ths v chrawn bot driveny he

AL SOnes

mot bo better his life bubt to buwild it, to

mart of what he

Al il

voluntary migration and this ocours  For oa nambse of p
wWhioh A bren sumune ol LA HE the  Tavallability e

at. his  destination. Fhe "pull”  factor is

i im o his decision-making procEss., e o migrant makss

im hhe

a mholos alternatives: o

@environmant dnowhich he F ralatively dissatistied, or to

move: o an envivonment whioch bhe sspects to offer him belitsr

opportuniti oprpmic and personal advanosmnent.

The rs undertak

involuntary migration. He  is

im owill.

Loy move From his counbtry Lo anobber

T push" Factor is very strong in his case. Mis situabtion
ig  oharacterized by the immediacy of  lidfe threatsning

i

ol sl iberately edxercissd by some  agent, and hilsg

inability to vely on “his"  goverrment  For even nominal

proteotion. Mas litbtle ohoice  bot fo

Victims of nabtuwral oi aleo have little choice, but

e P

b b compulsdon to M e i
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being...cdelib

oef bhedr
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gervar nmeant " Heroe  they are usually called displaced

FHETBOMNE.

For the purpose of this work, the woed

inciuvde all the categoris

of Forcibly displaced
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minority in & maltituds of ths

Imvaluntary population movensnte are  made up of forced

himio and religious

and, Floabing

migrants. an be brobken down Fuarther into cabegories

wardabl

ing oo Flighnt, Foeao ofF
gdisplacensnt, position in the soocisl  structure of  bthe
asooiebty of origin and the propensity  bo dntegrate in the

conarvb ey odF asy Lam.

gt donse sy aotivis

Thieme

™3
2.3

are man and womsn o who o aim o bo

arn

vy L. They  may e indlusnced by 5 dover e

ryvative soclal bheory  and ideol Thers ars

itical activists who belisve that their social

tion  suoh

g L e

@xibe dn order to carvy oubt their plans. The Russian

EmL g i Burops  before 1917, the African

who have  constbituted the core ofF  the liberabtion

Ple oirougs

sramples of bthis The decizion o lesave is usually

macls nob e

antioi

in oa well plamed and i and U

o f timation is ohosen deliberately and conbtacts are mads




A
before deparbure. Their flight often i in trickles.

Individuaalses amd small groups lsave Fivst o e joinsd later

by Compatriots and Family members.

o makers
Arnother category of foroed politicel migrants include those

whio  fles

e anse of thsir  drnvolvement  in Coups or

revolutions.,  The coup o revolubtion may have besn aborbive,

OF SLOE wly twrning the coup makers bthe revolubtionaries

the meabhers of the Fallen government into exiles.
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Copporeert s of Ohange

it

There ars also the pErsnns who i countery b

ol to aoo conditio

they  are not prepa

changes  bhat have oocwrred dus to a revolution or political
changs, They  tend bo be of Conservative social persuasion
anc lesave For what they hope would b a greatsr Fresdom.,

The majority of refugees in the above three categories

arae generally  relatively rich, educated male who coms From

the petity  bhowrgeoils oclass

and  bourgeois ola

revilub iona are o intellectuals  who  have

-

conmitted class swicide to become leaders of the strugoale of

p et

e g
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These consists of racial and

v hostilitiss asgeinst them  From

The Flight of the Tutsi From

Burundi™ and the departure of

----- Black

£ om

Jewe -

Similarly the persscution

o

bry

the Ehan led government

culminated in the oivil  war ER R

The Flight of such minorities often

time when a national o

LU 65

3

attempted coups. times

such

During

The mion ard

jnats.

QL e

them becomes an "epidemic” as menbers

searoch For a vent

Filoating student Refugess

These are made up of mostly

Lniversity students -~ who fall foul

Their  Counbry they Fave

demonstrations  again

gorvernments usuwally  close down  the

clers who s

broexdle

For such student leaders

problem

themselves in & country of

mimilar A its Lndve

Loy grine with

have also taken refuge in  anobther

mamber s
Fwanda
Attt

hiopia

Samuml

of

=tudernt

with

government ' s
Universitiss
in neighbowring countries.

i

ity student

Countr %o

religious minoritises pushed out

of  the maiority.

and the  Huta  Ffrom

twenty thousand

Fall under this

of the bigs and Manes

Does inm Liberise which

all in  this category

o

u

oeowrs at oa point in

e, defFeat in war Wiy

the minoritiss bhecons

discrimination against
clomirnant

the €11 CAR

Frustration.

leaders -~ sspecially

the government of

led the students in

The

and hownd
T e
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that  they may

has &

CHOVET TIREN T
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The various
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pay ofF opponents the  government, but o in

rmational PO

liation, they that the

could go back  to bheilr countrie

Ly d This

FERLoult For o such refu

coantey of

Tum and often live a harod exi

& rbmbe

of student leadesrs  From Unive

it ien i bhe  HWest Africs

mame Ly Loibseds, e Lesores, Bhana, Togo and Benin

fFall in this category dubbed "Floating refugses’.

Wik

particwlarly in afFrioca.

has called "the buman &

moanc de ars ocaught in

the oross owrents of  oconfFlichts which ave st ofF thedr

divrect oonosern. They  &re  wnbargs tancders

into fthe masglstbram bhen washed aszshore... with obbher

Frightened, hungry  and bewildersd displeosd persons. Thig

Flight of displas

2ol pErsons in o mosh

pardo  and of  mass proporbions. I

LS A

Smovansnt the  Upush?

@ oprominsnt.  The

this

gL are ofhern unpees

Flight and have
Lithlse information about  thsir destinabion. Consequent by

their

Feom btheir Countey of origin to the countey of

asvium dis Filled with hazards. Largs oorg ey

apTE mia TN in Ll




Finolofgy in o ware

ofF indiscriminste air bombarde

controllsd o irntilhra

el by dnswrgent guerrilla

Filighters by Third dorld

ancd bheir supsvpowsr alliss

i widespr crday o

Bouth AfFrica, and W

O by ars ofFten

condlict situations as  the case

Somalia, Mozasmbiogue and Hestern  Sahars show, bt bthes result

of political decision making  on development  shberategy that

el bbes

srvivonment. They have Dean

" el the ermvivronmes

such  that it

o bhem the nomads. T

people  have becoms & vicobim of  the path to  development

chossn For bhan by bLhe  dntesrnational market. This is the

casg of bthe drought in the  Sahsl that has forg

ramads in bhe wsglon radugs L bhe counbteies to bthe

moubh of the sahsl.

Flows Sy

ATy

at &  given  time

o one o move of bhe above o les.  As we shall

of

i lattesr  ohap

g

Ghana ars cheraclterized by a  mix of L Ao e I

terms these

Southern Africa - particularly  students From

and . Namibia who

flaed apartheid and are baing

1

arta - AN, PAD and SWARD;G

eralt ion moves

by bhe 1li
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From Liberia who are Fleeing the oivil war in Courtry s
(c) the srvironmental refugees From the sahel who  have besen

displaced by the sahel drouwghty; and () fFloating refugees

of  their

ders Fleeing  the  wrought

wheo  are student

GOVEernments.
For most refugees, exile is a strategic retreat sither

for  staging political asctivities or  Just  a period to be

=rdh i walting  For the right opportunity o esburn bomes.

-
I general, Eulcha*7ﬁwguer_

thedr sojouen

oS L

P
in asylum to be short, and the problem  fthat ceused btheir
Flight transient. Howsver, this s often too opbtimisetic

because in reality repatristion is generally  remobte o

Az the case of the FPalestinians, bthe Eritreans

and Ruande have shown. Exile thus often become & way of

life because the refug remains an wwilling sethler in the

courntry of asylum.

Foalicie

BOCCHES I OE e

probilem can  be viewed From

Folicy responses fto  the refug
two  broad angles namely the response  of the government and
that of voluntary agencies., Two works have examingd bhe U5

~

response to the refugee problem. The worlk  of Jucker  and

38

al ity of  Amsrican refuges

looks  at the e porlioy.

uclker

Tt posss many guestions about  American®s policoy  towsrds
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'wd

refugess: Who gets in? Why? How are they CESE Thigy

point  ouwl thalt forsign policy is often a dominant factor in
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policy  may determins

zligibise  For ion, a ocomnbination of two obher

SR who is  admitbed. T e imclude  the

mumipers of those pressuring For admi

of  low-cost and  domestically unopposed res

concliusion of the work is Thalt when & particular geoup ofF

fAamerican Fore: Cioe e rick

gy

Pl doy

-

e

overwhelm America with its numbers,  and can be

resettied with little ocost o domeshbic resistance, the

mambers of LDhat group are [

e of acdmi

sltally &

the obthgr  hand, groups tThet  do o ne

criteria may be cerbtaln that admission will be denied.

By

- ) 39 y .
ey angd Socanlar Plook at and e dios

ven door policy.  They sxaming the politics which has

shapeod bthe Smerican sorss o redug crvey bhe past fForty

vears. They sdaminge an ongoing struggle For supremsacy among

thres groups o control policy  towards refugeses. The First

trictionist whose principal

grronap bhey oall the re

iw o to Limid ovsrall dlmmigration o fthe U.S.  Opoos

resbtrictionist ds the group which regards sxbrems misfortuns

rraErt 1y iF ddentifiab politiocs

& wvalid reason For carving ouwt exceptions Lo America’s

restrictive  ismigration  laws., This group  advoos

"Open-door” policy belisving  that Americe iz obliged to

W L CTOME  @vEPy atran Cren” . o

3ogroups arse engagesd  dnoa

domestic straggl

g obo shaps policy  towards re




45
third, and most powerfol  group which influsnoces  refugee
admission policy are those inside the U.5. goveromaent who
believe Uthat refugess are not merely immigrants amd Mok
nam@ly victims, but are also valuable "assets” in an ongoing
struggle  with communism. Members of thie groups sit in the
Mhite Howuse, the State Department and the CIA, Thus sing

15945,

ovar  90Y% of  those admitbted to have Fled

communist countries. Guided by the view that “"each reftugee
From bthe soviet orbit represents & Failwe of the communist
syvaten’ successive U.5. administrations have sought  to
induce more defectionz  and have consistently  sought to
transform  =2ach  new  areival cdinto & symbolic or  literal
"readom Fighlter®,

Ghana=s policy towards refugess  1s situated in similar
circunstances but, nas been  intluenced more by the famous
apesch of the First president- Fwame MNerumah on the eve of
independence that Ghama’s  independencs would be meardngless
unless it was  linked up  with the total libsrabtion of the
reast of Africs.

Apart From  government policy, voluntary agencies plav
an important role in the policy response towards refugees.
The voluntary sector has a uniqumvamd indispensable role in
the development and implementation of governmental policy in
rafugee Issues. T is unigue because nelther governmsnh noe
iscolated indivicduals can act For refuges  relief o

v oand vel remain free From bureasucratic rigidity



am can  bhe voluntsary  agenoy. Withoot the participation of

alurtary sl el b

o
o

the L1

major ity ofF e

opportunities wnut i lized  and much  potential

goochai 11l and

in dormanta b e

a9
TR

that the voluntary agenoy acts as an  dntsrmecdiary

retween government and individuals, enabling citizens to oo

arl

a goal.  As a ohanmel of

itive motivation, the voluntary s

e e

e agenoy may &l

as an instrumnsnt of dimplsmentation of that policy.  The

AT

voluntary organis

stolon s dnsmtitubionall by e extent oF

being able to plan and carry oult & programme o achieve &

[RLRE W L

The organisation

worelatively non saltoratic in

rnature  when compared  with government or intergove

Fovre subhibits & cartain +1

ang thers

unknown to ighly bureaus bized ruotures,

Ty For o muoh an intermedd ot iorn in

wonr b Deocame evident afbter MWorld WHar 11, when  bhundrs

thousands oF

Feves L e T u et

QU Er nmeaEn P corncer ned o T e W FENT AT iamed

intermational bodi Macd the

or leverags Lo rs

ctuation. Many woluntary  agenciss came inbto bedng in

WA vEars to help  tackle the  seemingly

insurmountable problems of  the FEONE, The

T erme

¥ N STy

problemns have



contindes  to multiply, but the locus of work has moved from

Europs to the Third World where the majority of refugess are

GBhana has

2

A number of these wvoluntary agenoies thatb

el ees.,

inclucds bthe Red O

[ l..' 7 g e,

affFiliated to {the International Commities of Red Cross and

Fed Crescent Societies, the Christian Council of Ghana which

ey the World Council of Charohes {WC

et

tholic Secretariat  which  is the local wing of  {the

Intermnational

e lic Migration  Oommi

L CLOMT,

Morld Vision International WYTY) amd  the Lutheran Churoh.
These agencies work essentially albt influsncing  governmsnts
to promote humans, compraehensive refugee policies anad  bhen
act to realize this policy through concrete means. Ter e
@xtent thalt we céﬁ talk of a refuges policy in Ghama, it is
the sum  of the efforts of these voluntary agenciss

irbermedlary It waen oerver nmeant, polioy arcl 1 6

T ance

would be

waminged through the four

CAances advonac k.

» education, programme initiativ

il
i

and policy implementation in Ghana.

Methodology

This study is based on data From primary and  secondary

SO RS . The techrniguss used for datas collection inclucdsd

-~

to face  intervie

15, observations and documantary

research. Data was collected from thres main groups i

s



From soubhern SFrid

and refugsss F From Libsria.

W

prepared  and  administersd over

iods  of bime.

W imtsryiewsd in wivile those Fromn bhe

doan e

L sl in 1987 and 1EEE, L.ik

e e

interview in 1991, 0 The gue was  designesd  to

generate data mainly on the demographic profile, the oaus

of  Flig sorlal sconomic  and

thy rami

Favohologioal  adjusta

vy bhe o oowuantey ofF

b

L LI in

addition several obthe Like sdmind

brators, heallh work

P Y]

i Wity T

AN Wi o es WGP b [

interviewsd, The latter

interviewsd with  opsn ended

and unstructured interviswes.

----- ol lec

mocrcary data

"y b

Christian Couwncil  of Ghana, the Ghana Red

Mational Mabilizabtionfe e, b e

arnc  Mobd lization and sooial welfare and  varioous voluntary

salh Lo wWe Lhusmailn

oriclar W

sbiles reports  on therefuges problem and  obther related

issues wers @Mamni ned, Doocuments and v

B ts wers

From the center For

Tovonto angdbhs B

Frogramms at

Daford Unidversity.



It was relatively sas to  dinterview the Southsen
H
African refugess bheocawss most of them are students and maill

guestionnaires were used. The problem groups were the sahel

e e

and  the Libsrian refugs at the DBuduburam Camp.
Most  of the sahel refugeeses were illiterates and we had to
wse interpreters who oowld speak Fulani, Hausa and Bambara,
and  back tramslation proved guite a problem. For  the

Liberian refugeges at the RBuduburam Camp we had to use fLent

heads to distribute thse gues

tionmaires and we had to exdxplain

the intsrvisw prooedares

to them and now to take the sample

among the tents. Interviewers ware recruited From among the

refugess ab the Budubnuam Camp  with the help of the Camp
Commandant  and the Camp manageament committ@@n They were
taken through the gehaedulse and  how  to admindster  them.
Fossible problems which could arise regarding the Durvey in
general and the interview scheduls and interview procedurs

ware ralszed and discussed. Ermamerators were bthen made to

administer a gquestionnaire in the presence of the ressarcher

and  obther enumerators  and nobtes  made and discussed ather

pach interview.

Data Validity and Sources of Ereor

There has besn issues  raidsed by some zocial scientists
about the reliability of data gathered in survey research in

AfFrica. Bome resesrchsrs doubt the validity of applying

@arch me

thods  and concepts  that have besen developed . in

AN
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academic hraditions in &fFrican situation. I iomah

uestions pat o Forth by Johan Galtung

EOHNE

(1) To what  sxtent can we determine & person’s true

\

lon on oany gliven issus From his LT

From whatb

T what extent can we infer that & person thin

{5 To  whalt et

e says’

sivk oan owe predict o oa

e iomsT  Thus to vouoh For the

al edpre

wEy L or From his overt

validity of  the

SR AV B Tk

L whalt he owants to

Froblems about  datae validity regerding  survey mebhods

in Africa  abouwnd, but 4t owowld  De owrong to ass

ume hhatl

African ernvironments.

inapplic

e probiems lies ok i the mebhods per se, bult in

application.  The s used For this work involwved

7Y

the  gue Lonradr e, 5

cosEsinle

ensure tThalt  ouestions were simple snd

were From bhe same countey g

o the refugees From  bthe Sahel the interviews were dong in

B S o reaearoher, Interoreters then

The pre

bransl ions and bthers

Tation of

The a From bthe  Bambars and

sk Languad

have Lo point out bave that  the date we have on the Sahel

[l Ligs e

tion of the gquestionnalre.



iwm owith

possible source of error we anticipate
ratugees atb 2 Buduburam camD.

At her
~iliations.

wba on the Liberian
and political

the d

This relates to their sthnic

campm  managemnant had warned the refugess about carvying

gthnic and political divigimrﬁ From Libsria
leave the camp. For this

to
Filiation

over Lheir
an pain of being asked
political and ethnic a
theredore  to

Ghana
on

meyst FESpOn:
ER O o It ot
(Fresidant '

Erans

o

FEAREON
are most  prone To
satablish  the extent to which Doe’ s
ethnics) and Gios and Manos (Charles Taylors main supporters
From Nimba county) are represented in the F@%ugeekpupulation

at hthe camp.
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N 0l S SO OB I

THE FLIGHT OF REFUGEES TO GHANA

Since indepesndence in 1957 Gharna has plaved host bo
thres broad categories of refugses. These are (&) Refugees
Fi e wuuih¢rﬁ AFrdoay malnly Feom Soubh AFriocsa and Nam;bia
(b)) Refugees From the Sahel belt of West Africa and (o)
Fefugess From  Libsria. This chapter discusses mainly the

fFactors that led to the Flight of these refugess to Bhana in

:: !—" 1?)’ "

the contast of the pushe-pull

SGouthern African Reduuses

.Frmm Lhe time of dndependesnces, Bhana has proved a haven
For  political  refugees From apartheid South. Africe  and
menirbries bthen  undesr  colonial  ruls. Bhana® s thdtuds
towards refugeses was heavily influencsd by Merumab® s Ffamous
declaration  on the eve e indespendsnce that At
independence of bBhans i meaningless unless it is  linked up
with the total libsration of the &Frican continsnbt®.

I

Folliowing the cornference of independent  Sfricasn stales

DERCE

in o Aoora dn 1958, it was olved o give svery assie

o BFriocan Fresdom Fighters astruggling o arhieve

independence  for their oountries, Bhana, due  to bthe pan-

Africanist policy of NMkrumah, adopied an open policy howards



g refuge Bocra  hecams a Meccs fFor

Fefrdcan Frsedon Fighters  who o cams to o Aocora o look  For

Financial assistance and in

Thay werse of Lwo

=]

WY

From Soubthsern AfFrica and

namaly Fre gt

Fhodesis and  From fterritories mitd uritder colonial rule.

There

From =ome indepsndent SfFrican

countries  who were either gulility of orimes or Feared unjust

tresatment ab Fioame . Some of the

WEE & traiming in local ceamps in btheiv strugols  against

1 e g

Tt

in Lhero S d

e LI irddepercient AfFrican countries CARUSE A FLUMDUS

. Soime M i aan

CIVE e NTATH shamml i1

governments condemnsd Ghana For harbouring subversive agents

@] e

and organising training camps. Those countries

thsrn in Ghanea (inclading ©

o Iwvoire, Migsr, Burkina

Faso and

Bernind indicated that bLhey would not attend e

fABocra Buammit owunl

ErE Chang African pol

the oonference  Ghana  had  to

EENTN From ihs

i
13
H

e i g Lo

all s

HONE WhoEEs

irabile, o oounte

STE [reniar

T oracsiy them or in

diFFiouwlty, to send them

chur ing

stemmad  From  Ghane’s

Thisg open  welcoms o red

v at ohampioning the causes of the &fFrican in The oau

~ation and  Afrid

war ly



astages of the Southern African refugee Flow, it was Ghana

which madse the Fivst cornosrted saffort to help.  Ghana issusd

to Bowbhern African refugess, wnmonwealth pas

) 5

an dngenious device  to Tohat they are

Commonwealth citizens  but in £

as a special version of & Ghana pe

in the name of the Ghana Mindstry of Fore

Ful travel documents ©f

W
they were internaticonally regarded as & commitmert by the
Bhana govermment o recsive fthelr holders back  to Bhana at

-

any time,

Fetunes Flows From Soubh

the poliocy

o 5

b e
policy of Apartheid was Fashioned by the Afrikasners in the
late 19407 s and it Was inteanded o mnphasize  ths
separatensss  of bthe races. It has been the official policy
of  The ruling Mational FParty and the literal meaning of the

T C e

wordd Apartheid is "Ssparates development. 't ode a systemn of

racial discrimination built on a Foundabiorn of economic

and cultural

explaitation, politic

aobliterationy; sstablished and mairntainasd by  organissd and

executed violence of Furopean against African’. Tha svs

ofF apartheld is also & sophisticated ecornomic, political and

&

13

mial syvstem bz

secd on race, and buttre

Al

legal struchure, seourity
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consolic

the hands of a

allows fFour and a

cominahe twerh:
westoarn chiristian

molar s L hey,

Apartheid systen

main, wealith  and

griedt. What the

Furopean iz what

1

denies fFiimanid

i

the svstem of pr

Fresdom novensnts
the Fan AfFricand

Commuinid

govsernment o o
This

e

maryy young Soubi

soaAnvEr dEs and

Since the
s oeesive

political

gaenarally D

a&ndd

.K“':-,

South

Wi e

W

mpag ] L

8 W R 2
the mobilisation

oouction.

et Congress

Black

distant

overt

@ Dhanaian

et ess

support ive of

Tuam in Ghana.

o~
e

Afr i

[EE=FE

ch, power and privileges in

o b e

mirnority. The logic Y

o

ar

hald million whites totally control

million aFricans to Yt b

civilisation in  South AfFrica®

bt hial iy

L e @] ame e

sl e

reward  and punishmeEnt, pleaswrs and

poverty, hope and despale, Mapminess and

Avrican iz nobt, bhe Bovopsan s, and The

e iz hecaus The sy Wit

Lexn Apart e dd

:

ty and sven the existence of the AFricar? .

1ed to  the  armed

ofF  blaocks against the regims and

This strugols has  been led by

Like the African Nationsl Congress (ANDY,

(a0, and the Soubth African

T e response of  bthe  Doubth AfFrican

gpposition  to Apartheild has hemen

i led b Wha

reprazasian by Lo #Light

= g hieae 4ng

mlaces like

Ghana.

o ofF  Che Mrumah government din 1948

Wy

governments have shown le interest in

evern  bhough  government

wher have

The large majority  of
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Southern AFrica are mainly From Bouth argd Mamibia and

they have mnos students. &t 1990 there were 52

sond ovele  sohools and there are @

Namibian students in

Gouwth African students who  are mainly  in tertiary level
sducational institutions rnamsly  Undversities, Folvischnics

and the Ghana Institute of Journalism.

ITntervioses of

Ix
1
-
s
1
1]

5o

indicate that most of bths  South AFrican students ledt Soubth

iea i the aftermath of  the Sowelo uprising of 1976,

sz aned Zimbabwe on bhelr

They Fled through Mozambigus,

M

way tf bhem o bhe  AMO and the FAD

-

e

Fad
o

sven thouwgh 2 good  nambar are not committed o any

menvement s, A1l the Namibian studernts  Fled to

through Angols  where the  BHAPD hed a  large refuges

AN o Bome  screening was dong bhefore  they were  sent to

T

countries willing  fo them and sducate them in btheir

schools. Apart From Ghana, there are Namibian students in
schonls in Migeria, Cote o Ivoire and Cuba.

o Mamibia was the result of South

The retugesse Flow

L

Africa’s oo lond s

7 obihe terribory.

r

ion and  aparthedd @

Mamibiis a Berman terrvitor uth Sfrd

v obut was given bo

G mandats atter its

in 1930 as A Leagus of Mabions "class

b ansd From Germany in Morld War T, After World Ware 17
and especially since  the 1948 National Farty Uimtmry in

Sowth Africa, the South Africa state trisd to ince

Mamibia as i FifFth  province under  the pratext
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mardate  had lapsed with the collapse of the

Neack 4o . T 1981 the white inhabitants of HNamibilia weres

given rep in bthe Soubth A4

CSihcan parlisamenty and in

rative affalrs were put wuncder tThe direct admindstration

gf the Banty Administration Departmsnt of

The introduction of aparthed time was comnplemenhed

a  decads later by bthe Ude “te whiioh

provided  $or the oreation of homelands, I bhes

desart For the ten native ebhmic  groups. South

AFrica  wWas g oler o Aation of the

oy 1 g

“ritory fFor the while dnhabitants white introdoucing

s 7
nodligenous population.’

apartheid For the bl

ah g

Thie national ist

gle  against this svstem of

colonialismn and  spartheld in Mamibia was led by bthe Soubh

et Africa People’ s Organisation Dirgpand se ol
violence bhegan in August  1%44 when SWAFD aftsr a period of

political organisation,  fwrned fto gusrrilla warfars and

geveloped military bases in Angola, Botswana and Zambia For

2 [y

its military wing - the Peoples Libsration Army of Namit

oo
P
N
£y

Pl . Cowunter iy 1 obhe will of

L genoy by South Africa an

™

devin din the mationalist  aFfFort led to a

of Mamibian refugeess i1nto  Sngola and

ol stance For the

as  Bobtzwana. SWAF s policy was to =

gducation of  the young Namibilans. Most of  the Mamibilan

in Bhana were aged beblw
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absorbed in  the sscondasy schools, vocational  sohools and

the Ghana Institube of Jowrnalism.

Fefugeses From the

3,

The refugess From Soubhern GfFrica Fled their countries
e to political ressons namely aparthelid and colonial ism,
They  hawve ledfh becausse thes apartheild system degrades and
peraecutes  them. But the refugeess from the Sabel Zone of
West Africa have not been victims of peesscution, but  are
victims of drought famine, environmertal dizaster and Socio-
geonomic decline.? These people have Dbeen foroed to leave
thaeir courbry dus  to s threst possd by environmental chanos
namsly dirought and Famins. Aueh  people have been oallsd
grvironmental refugess. Jodi Tacobson goatimates bhat thees
ars  some 10 million urrescognized envivonmerntal Vé¥ugﬁeﬁ
wor lo wide. ?hmﬁ@ refugeess From the Sahsl have been mainly
Malians, Burkinabes, Ohadians and others from Miger. They
starbad sbtvreaming into Ghana  From 1984 due to esnvivonmental
changss cocowrring in the Sahel,

The factors bthat have led to bthe Flight From the Sahel
are what we have indicated earlier in chapter one as d@@ ey
the orisis of production  in the ﬁmhmi rone.  The  path o
development chosen by the Sahel countries have tended to
estroy bthse traditional modes of production and opendng bhe

people  bare to the ravages of the environment whicoh their
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o-

Forefathers have  lived with For centuries without bthe need
to Fles.,

Tev 1973 anm dnternational dissaster was declared in the
Sahelian countriss of  West Africa namely Mawritania,
Sermgal, Mali, Burkina Faso, Nigsr and Chad. It was

reported  that since 1968 there had been six vears of

hroghty that most mok owere dead ancd that thes

Bahelian population-rmambering  six m1i£ o peonle - wers in
dangsr of starving to death. VYarious appesls for assistance
RF:3: launched by relisf organisations and intsrnsbtional

charities. Une such appeal stateds

"The situabtion i the drouwght stricken Sabhel
ragion of  Africa ds almost iopossible  to graspo
vouw o Most of  bthe catble are  dead anyvway,  of
thirst, stacvation and disease, 100, 000 huaman
peings died of the same hm?*m@ylng LIS

vear.  Bithowt help, Sod bBnows how omany of bhe
million survivors will survive anothsr par”.ﬁ

Last
&

The news of the faming caused a world wide alarm and in
Fesponss various countries sent  enormous guantitiss of
Food, The picture presented to the erld at  that time was a
natural disastar Frecting sis  very poor countries. &
prolongsd drought had led to the disappearancs of almost all
their livestock, destroved their way of lifFe and has
resulted  in mass Famine. The cauvse  was attributed to a
changs  in olimabes. The traditionally self-sufficient
nomadic peoples of the Sabel were peroanently weakensd.,  The
situation described amounted to a swudden and complete

collapse of living conditions in a vast arssa of bthe world.



It is this desscription of the causes of the Faming in

.

i

the Sahel that Marnbham® takes lssoe with. He argues tThatb

"romads possess the right o exercise somns choice over thelr

own Futurs and the right  not fto dis as & side effect of

u

omffFicial development policiss.” The nomads of  the Sahel,

ashare & btraditionsl sconomy which  depend to & oritical

"3

axternt on nomadic pastoralism. Tt was  the basis of all

traditional land use in bhe "Herod  mumbers and so
the  mumber  of people who ocowuld live offF  the pastoral
Boonomyd  were limited by the guantities of dry season
pasture within reach of | the herdsman’s base well. The

aninals  would eat out all the abation dn o a civocle of up

T EO km oradius and only oa certain number would survive bhes
L The wells were widely speced, At bhe end of
the dry season, the Sahel, the grasses would start bto grow
and ths hevds would move away From the wells, sllowing the
pasture swrounding then to recover For tThe next dry season.
PFasture and herod size would Fluctusts. Arnimal disesse and
ghortage of pasture  kept human population  and grézing
prassure within bounds.

Despite these mﬁtai&ﬂlm%q Marnham points  oub, fFaminsg
poocurred but nomadic pastoralism enabled them Lo o suarvive a
hostile snvivonment. A dedicats mvm!ug“"ﬂl aoud L b dwm had
oy b maintained to o owhich  bthe  concepts of  commercial

s W

cropping stock  markebting and taxabion were generally alisn

i

angd destructive. Marnham arguss  thalt "the whole point of



7
this soonomy  was  that it could and shouwld be able to

it e

withatand drowght and avold or minimize fFamins. hie was

I
e

to be ched by colonial development. The arsa around

@liow oof bhe Niger was Mile "lacking

s bruly

avtse 1t to Perbilize & sscond BEgypt.

sment ho [

Therse iz not  another spot  in the whols  sahara where such

0l

Financial possibilities are indicasted
fhe inevitabls result of thizs oolonial  development

helian

Muman presswrs o on bhe B

@vern . in bhe

BV

YLl e gl

1)

colonial &ra namely "The natuwral cheoks

e renoved wibth the inbroduction ofF
zhills and political stability., Thers ensued deforssbtation,

Ve

razing  and dnsudfFiocient Fallowing of  orop land;  the

not dnvading  From o wibthoul, the  Land

dessrlt  was

. -t . . 1 -
riorating From wmthlmu”h Uhee

[

e  Sahel among obthers was  the drought and  fFamine of 1972

3y

tihe inappropriate andg

e Aarea in  the

which had taken place  in

ofF  an obsers

g ' T

ding  ten

Francoaphone He Africa, the Sahsl
"o
anc
Tyl

Al dmvmimﬁmﬁhn
ano Furither pr
e Sahml
productivit 1 : 2 mmant
social systems under the rubthless pre
MOrEy ﬁm vl tivated, over-grazed
Habiel www  LRE sh o al

and

woof




71
and agricultural sconomles of this sesi-avid zone
were traditionally geared to survival  Throughout
lLong=~ periods of drowgbht as s testifisd by their
livestook acoumulstion and grain-storage owusboms.
However  "modernisation of The  Langd, Largely
rilifFied bhe survival techniguss.

i

This buwbtressss the position of bthis  work and Maroham®s
raport bthat it ds nobt bthe Sahslian olimate which caused the
Gahslian ocrisig. Africe has always knows drought and
Floods., But  the faming of the Sahel was the result of
unsuitable development scheme. These  schemes destroy

nomanic strategies For dealing with fthe climate and disturb

LE]

the woological balance of the area. Therasby they cause Uhe

i1

0

vary problem of decertification which they are puarporting to
B lve,

The etfects  oF bhe drought  and Famine  on the Sabel
nomads was, amnong obthers, to Flee the Sahel. Thay sought

refugs theoughowt  the countries o the South of  the DBahel

and they were to be fFournd in coastal  West A&frican citiss

From Dakar to Lagos. Bhamna thus plavsg bost Lo & numbey ofF

From the Sahsl.

Sahel]l Refugees in Ghana

The numbsr of refugsess From  the Seahel who  heve taben
refuges  in Bhama has not besn gasy  to debtsrming becauss
gfforts at doing & head count in 1985 by the Deparbtment of
Bocial Welfars oroved difFFiculty since as nomads Lhey feared

they  were going to be  confined to a camp which  then was

being  proposed. Howsver  bthe Christian Council®s Befuges



vy
& Al

Committes which provides as tance to bhem, sstimates bhatl

there are arowunod two thousanod of them =

all over the

coartry . The survey For  this work 4

SO s of b ing &

peoplie. The

wers made up of nomads From Burkins

and Miger. They hows belongad to two broad ethnic groups

Fulani  and Tuar

They  are all  muslio; nomns

and warrlors.

The Tuareg

The Tuareg see thenselves

mainly  raiders while fthe

Fulani  who mainly  kesp o

are transhuman whio Fryom

Juns ountil osarly Ootober,

erods dn bhe bhush

arnd then From Qoibober Lo The end of the havve in Febhraary,

'

thaey bring their cattle on cultivated land to eat  the

suabbile and manure the Farms. Tuarseg socisty  is a feudal

ong with nobles conteolling camels whioch

T hes ramels

virooas a means of trarnsport and a source of

7 o

milk, o o bt anid oo

High =

women odid leathsr work and btaught the ohidldren.  Manual work

tending the goats was dons

Liks  Fetohing wood and wa ard

by slaves, who  also did the washing  and oleaning in bthe

Tl Tuae

Wity

gt Dy

pivgg miwed herds of  camsls, gosts and cattle which have

Al ragquirensnts, Mien congditions

por . bhey moved o

s bacdly g &ngd



replenished their berds by railding those of obther nomads or

A Les The res

o sethled

goonomy has meant that Tuareg society has had

are

gupensive Lo 0w Inocressed cultivation of marginal land

hazs meant & loss of pasturs  and restrictions in movensnbs

across nationsl boundaries and settlenent schemss  have all

meant  that the Tuaregs are much more vulnerable in times of

ghrowght than they used to be.

The  Fulamd  ars mach  more. setdtled than the  Tuareg
in Nigeria. They have bewn Forced to turn Lo
than thsy  used to  be. A Fuland Family will

i

have & Thoms arsea

Farm, & hase For  bhe seasonal

grazing of snallse

feeods of cabttle, or the Ffamily head will

b

settle on & Ffarm  whilsat the younger men move with the

catt le. The most Fully = Fulani are desplsed

with the

their her

they haves

rxception of

ST s T O 8

ia wihe

kL

i gt

im HMausa towns.

vistrators, holy men and muslin teachsrs

L and

They ars  wiswsd  with ol as  dirty and
uncivilized, though they are sesn also as soroerers wibh

v

great skill in medicines.



Composition of the Grouwps

O e 25 groups interviswed Four wers made up of dust
two men who had areived  to ses how conditions werse like
before deciding to bring over their families The size of

the obthsr groups ranged from families of Five or sid people

to ogroups of several Families.  The problem arising was bthat

ofFter the nnl' ap L@

cof o group of male bheads of Families
ane of  whomn was & ohisf. Tt was not sasy to isolate and
intervies Family heads individually berause they Felt  the
chied was tThelr spokesman. ﬁlﬁd tha term "Familv® was vague
o them as diffFerent groups uanderstood 1t differently. F o
SUIE it omeant the whole sthnic group,  wshile For & Ffew
others it meant  the nuoclear unit  of father, mobhesr  and
chvi ldran Sowmer groups Found 1t difFFioult to descide how many
children wers with thama.

Despits these problems the conposition of some 16
Families looked as follows: seven of bthe Family  heads had
e wives sach  and most wives had twe or bthree ohiloren.
The range was wide, ong woman had mm@.mhild ard anobther had
BEYVE T For  some Lwo groups wers only WomsSng ong  «as a
widow with her mobther.

Mowever whan  the fFamilises are together asg & group, bthey

acted together as s larges unit.  Usually discussions about
the group invoalved a council o of Ffamilly heads  wsho, in soneg
groups  supported a single chief. Im the larger groups,

necple were Freoguently arviving or leaving. Some groups bad



B, {1 ey

than two oy

the oountry For bemtween twe  and three vears. The  Fulani

grouss had besn in the countery bheyvond Four ik g

to stay to grazse their ©

arid Fulanil groups

abranchoned or uncomnple

in the wban  are

Tike  Acora, Huamasi, Tamale and

Agona Swedru.  Homs

puar

..... o, 20 stated that lack of

M
.
‘l.
[
@
i

groups inte

Forced them to move

fhedr herod ang ths aco

D any ing o
1

south dinto Ghana. The obhesr Five groups bad come to o Ghana

that might e

I L O

groups had  come to GBGhana to "Find a cheaper way  of making

the pllgrimags Lok ing

for T iniulnls Mo group clited political

persscutlion as & resson For lsaving theilr  homs oounbed

Ome growp For exampde  bad coms From bhe Agachsr  strip over

which Mali and Burkina F

warslgnty wuntil

January 19§

I vy give

imaving. The cause of their Flight e

the inability  of

e o

IRt tor mupport their  living.

T e e in a - Like st ion b t aod &

wel 1 Fournded that their orumbling snvivonmsnt Aot

Just as political  pey whiorm wons ol




endanger  hheir ssistence i & morse direct  manner. The

drowght and Famine in the Sahel therefore constituted forc

o

fuge ln Bhana.  The soonomio

that pushed them into s

sl

ar cledd

1
33

) . R o1
reasons given by oa minority  ofF tham would be re

pull factors becauss Dhana  atbtractad them as a place  whers

they can  sasily make the haild and where they will Find

et other Ffactors that had pulled

ding  opporbunit

@r Ly o

X

then to Ghana were ol bhat Ghanals

iga they had b

{

treated sbrangers well  and that since T bime ofF Merumah

traders especially From Mali and Niger had  found their way

into  Ghana.  Some of  bhe geow

claimed  bhat they i

into  Ghana  From neighbouring countries  because they  had

problaems  wibth the aubhoedbid i b oo bk,

Ghamnaian awthoritiss geve them no problems prollems

relating  to

parmits and  bDbeing allowed bto oross
Ghana™ s borders, Ghanaiarms immigration awthorities were

.

sy Liberal  regacding these Bome seld that

found bo be v

Ghana's pan-&frican polici

dating back to the Morumah ara

fasm made bthe oountey atbracbive o most of  them From  the

L.

Hahe] . Thoss fFrom Burkine Faso bad coms to Ghana alime b

pastuwre For thedr cattle.

i1

g bhe HleJ;t place o Find

mlen, dus to the over-use of land, the government of Burkina

Famo had tried to restrict bherd si bt Bharna have no such

Husbands of bthe womsn in one growp bhad travelled bo

Meoca and bhey ware working (begging For almsl - until they



pan follow their bhusbands. From the interviews 1t seems
that & Father mobher and their children made up  distinch
unite within the larger groups, and the man could travel

with his Family alone and make declisionsg separately From the

other fFamiliss.

The Libesrian Refugees in Ghana

Following the setilement of fresd slaves Ffrom fthe US in
Liberia by ths Asmsrican Colondsstion Society  (AC08), the
politics  of that country  was dopinated by the sBx-slaves
known in Liberia as Americo-biberians.  Even though they met
Yy indigenous  Liberian population, the dindigines only

appearsd onn the periphery of Libesrian politics. Thevy

dominated the govsernmant of the country and set up the True

Whig Farty (TWF) which ruled Liberia fFrom independence from
the dAmerican LDolonisation Soolety  in 1847 to 1780 when
Maglter Sergeant  Samusl Do, ary indigenous Liberilan, led &
military ooup which overthrewn the fAnsrico-Liberian dominated
goverment beaded by Hilliam Tolbert. The rule of  the TWP
was an era of monopoly oF power by the Smerico-libaerians and
the indigenous people  wers treated  asm secontd olass
Citiﬁﬁﬁa” The dmerico-bibsrian becams a privileged group
in  hhe Liberian sociebty, AL opposition was  stifled and
digsidents chassd into sxile. The coup by Sanusl Dosg was

therefors ssen as & chance to bring the indigenous Liberians

into the mainstrean of Liberian politics.



Thers was greatl pectations on bthe part  of  the

indigenous Liberians For & mors  demooratic involwvement  in

mational politics. The Dos regims  howsver did not prove

vary  different Ffrom  many  obther AfFrican  governments. T

avhiibited & vecord of corruption, intolerance of

presided over a very dismal sconomy. b

the

sy

gorvaEr nmsanh ofF not prepa
radans of  power. arnd as often ds  bthe case in obher OFricaen
cournbe e, # :truggle  For powsr dn Liberia emergsd. Do

legitimized himself by Forming a political party and won &

clubiouws @l ion. Mariows attempbe to get Presicdent  Dos to

cdonwn From ofFfFice Falled.

to o ranove hin From powar fhat

o

meamber of Doe s government, to launoh

an attack on  the Do
governmant in Decsmbse 1987 From Nimbe County that borders

touched off a civil

Gote o Ivoire on the north

W im o which  fthae Charel ot Lhe

Taylor  for
Fatriotic Front of Liberisz NFELF) won a&ll but the capital
Mornrovia.

The Flight frem Libsris

gich touch off & Flow

the Flight of Just

of bhe regime who laft bhe oountry for the

o obher countries M hevrs wey

H

military men who had

age coups agalinst Dos. Ordinary

e e

T Isave the country  when Charl

Tavlor
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s d

b Ing: Mis A The redfuges Flows From the at thus

started from Nimbs County into Cote o Ivoilre  in December

Teew, Trmitially Duinea rveported an influx of 15,000

(=2

ching an Sl DT Iy Ma

1550, Gote  of

5, 00

reftugees dn tThe 1 waek of Decembar. o e snd of 1990

I timatad tThat  arowund 700,000 Libsrians had  le¥t

their  ocountyy as & resullt  of the conflick  and

g 18
&l

million ware o Taced within Lit

The ocondlicth in Libsria b

s protracted ME T

Faction,

government and Charles Tavlor  foross,

ool o ablish & government over  the whole country. This

worried bthe governments of the regiomnal grouging - ECDWAS

garn diplomatis o liberdiae

and they e tey Brdng

uit was the

tiing up of an ECOWAS monitoring group

it

weang militarily  in L apy hhe
carnage that was going on in bthe country.  EBECOMOE  was mads

ard

o of  broops From Migeris, Ghana, Buinea, Sierva

oy

the Gambia, with a strength of 2,000  men and officers. Inm

ATRTWIAL:

190, ECOMOE troops landed in Momvrovia FPort. ME A

shoie ofF concern For bhe safs

g

of Ghanaians trapped by the

b

contlict, the Ghane goverrment dispatohed & ship to svacuate

the Ghanaians From Monrovia.

recelve Liberian redfug

s From Fay 1990, @ were mainly

Liberians who could

e alrfars. They hMad left

Momrowvia boa +rom The

ool bhes




Favior.

Aryiving in Ghans

ancl compate i @yearuiat Lon

of Bhanaian From to lead Ghana plaving

e inm Ghana. The

to & largs muanbeae ofF

i

that were dispatohed to evacuate Ghanalans From Monrovis and

Al

along both

all strandsd at the btwo porbts.

im Ghanas Why they $led to Ghs

camp bor e

iManalans & Momnrovia ancd Fr

The ships were Foroed by clircumstances o

st bhe b

VR O arviwval i GBhana the

to bheir P Ang and At

iang  that led to the crestion of the cams at Gomoas

bm From S oodroum

o

oo osome of the Liberisns Finding themsslves in the camp is

o oo oarvival at

1 L el

Most of iy P sl homes in o splib

[ R

they sither saw people being execubsd around theilr houss

o

......

Some hadd

thesy Facd

thedir meighibouwrs being

taken away and shot




away  From it oall, that is, from Monrovia.

wallking Jdust walking, without anything sxcept their clothes.

As bthey got owt of  Monrovia, they Joinsd obthers in Flight

Lo A border . Thay walke

highway, gdavs-on-snd  through various  oheck points, whers

they  were soresnsd, and somns btaken away and shoth. Ty

ierra Leons alt bthe bordese town of Bo.

fAfter ocrossing dnto Sierre Leons thaey ca their Lot

with the Ghanaians bthey bhad coms along with b

auvse they had

heard that a Bhanaian 8 in Frestown to ta away  the

Ghanailans, U the Sisrvra Leong  side of  the bDorder,

itodials From  The Ghana High Commission in Frestown cams

along with & bus to plock the Ghanaians. They were compelled

o introduse themselves as Ghanalans broaery i Libesria and

g T

orn o boargd the bus togebbsr with the Ghanaians to
Freebown, Fed and taken to fthe alrport. A Ghana ailr Foros

3

plang bhrought them to Acors whers

i

WoweEre sorsensd. Ths

Liberians nt bo Form the nacleus of

amorg bt

ot

MO W

Gomos Buduburam camp. They  numbesred 150 at  that time  in

Auvgust 15900 T

grouwp of Libsrilians came with the

Ghanaians evacuated From Mormrovia and Freebown ports by the

Ghanaian MY Tano  River on

By the

iy

el

o

"] Septenber 1990 there were some 7,000 Libsrian

CHO

ima tled on

amp with o oan

thair owr in Acoras and elsswhers 1n bthe country.
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The Dynamics of the Liberian Flighh

The e

mons  and cirvoumnstances thatb inFlusnce the

e ion ofF a +1 tend fo e rabther  compl P &

oloser look  was  taken at  the reasons given by the

interviswad For Thelr Flight o Ghana From LLibesria. ez

2wy Lhey lefdh  Liberia respondents’  gave  various

wihd ol LELADME T L

s

Reasons for Flight (Anticipatory

fF huanger TE.7

Ot her a0

Reasons For Flight (Actual)

vy

i IV P %

Feraecution by governmsnt 7.8

fy )
i Y

SGtarvation

Medical and obher reasons . ot

Dby kil lings G

b e 1.8




From Table 1 we

"Fear  of being killegt

Flight. Most of them i

main reason for

Mg e the reason o

when Lhe s &

most  were "Eribal war®

congtitubted 84.3%  of

Flight. Domparsd  to

e 11

Yetamrvabion' was menhio

most  dmpordant reason

relatives angd Friends

government

WES

For their Flight. It is

civil  war unleashsd  as

ovarthrow D08 was

the

Charles Tavior Ffoross o

capital Monrovia and

ganaerated the refugess.

proguction ecause

Farme unoultivatsd.

P

more refugees as bobh

population moved Lo argas whers

ool

it e

as oOna

their

el

the

‘th@

afber
e d 11

mant ioned by

SER

"l?a e

farmers
Ty

Rl ot

-
]
2l
T

that

aricle s

gave

o the main reasong For their

G .‘%..

w2 GELHY FEmar tribal war®

fyav e

Flighth. While 13,74 mentioned

robhedlr Flight, This indicates thatb

the  Factors most people Feared

and  "bheing killed? which btogetheasr

anticipatory reasons  for their

actual  reasonsg For the Flight

rmed by 19.46%  of the as  Lhe

manmple

those who Ffled dus  to i

il\.

killed. Actual persscubtion by

of the sanpls &8 FEABONS

clsar From thess responses bthat the

A result ofF the @fFort to

Taylor

pincipal cause ofF bths  Flight. The

ran o all  the oo Fommoept the

g killimgs avising out  of  this

H

The war also disrdpted sgricultural

take to Flight ord ledve their

attendant stavrwation also gensrated

Farmers and  bhe et

theught they could Find



Ethmnic Composition

Ethndo Group X %

Bassa 7w

Bharndd 11.8

5 .‘ S o
e o L bveRr d s PR

Grebo LR

HMamdingo &l

Lomima £, O

Mo ar o

Gio

Mano Pl

O s e frare-bod e damn) &a &

From table 2 we nobte that 7.8% of the sample gave

achual reason For their

-+
-5
4

it

el saiil MER] Ly YL ERT TN T t A

amingd the ebthnic composition of the

Flight. We therefors e;
sample  to sese F oany particular sbthnic group bore the bhruant

of this persscution. From Teble 2 the largest ethrnic group

was Americo-biberians who  Formed L&Y of the sample. Thi

doss nobt seem Lo bhe in acoord with what  we know  of the

sthnic  background of the main combatants in the war. Thie
gthric bhackbone of the Dos regime wers the Eran sthnilo grous

wheo started the persscuatiorn of the Gigs and Manes who are



g4

+rom NMimba Counbty  and Form bthe backbhong  of Charl
From Nimba Dount ane Form bhe baokt i 3]

Tayvlors
HEFL. One expected thalt & significant portion of the samnple
wontlad be Erans and Gios and Manos,. These bhree growps Formsd

FL2% rany 8.5Y (Giod 9.01% Mang) of the

ple.

The reason For this  rathsr low representetion of the

primncipal combatants

in the sampls

msensitive matwre  of bthe infornation. Fe wornidents were nob

L

1oand particularly

reveal thelr sbbnic backgrouns

o

D Epared

R

=y

—
4

to dndicate bthey From o any of the major  ethnio

IO, We have e From  the

= b believe bthat  bho
sthnic groups  geve other sthnic backgrounds  for the simple
reason that they wanted to hide their idenbtify. This is

more so given the Facth that the camp  managesment as a poliocy

oli o not wanrh e

mpp segregated slong ethnic lines

particularly into Charles Tavior and Dose camps.

Conclusions
The oconclusions we ciraw  fFrom an sdamination of  the

to Ghana of the thres road

personal safelty considerations, At the  heart of  the
Libesrian refuges Flows is the oivil war and it has pushed

o bl

the people bto sesek refugs ir

Gharsa. Cieamp &

Soubthern African refugess  apartheid in South AfFrica  and

apartheid and oolomialism  in constituted f:z
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that pushead people  in thesse countrisgs to seek redfuge  in
Ghana.  Some of the Sowbth AfFrican redfugees bad been involved
in the protest staged against aparthelid sducation in the
Sowebto  uprising of 1975, The psrsecution fFollowing that
Forced then to go into exile. The rest of the South AfFrican
arnd MNamibian refugess were Forced into exile as a result of
the libesration struggle that thelr organisations were waging
i those counbries. Thig $1igﬁt From  the Sahel was the
resudlt of bobth push and pull  Forces. The push foroes  were
the drought arnd Faming resulting From 2 degraded
arvironmant. This forced the nonads of the Bahel to seek
refuge in Ghana. Bome of these refugess From the Sahel ha

chosen to come Lo Ghana because the country atbtracted them
as & place they could  erngags in trade  and maks the hajji.
The pull factor  wasg  howsver not as  strong as the  push
Factor. It was when the drought and faming took its toll on
their suwrvival that they stavted looking for countries they
could go to and Ghana appealed to them.

When refugess  take to Flight  they fFace all  manner of
problems and a better understanding of the refugess’ plight
ig provided by an examination of those problems. I the
next  chapter we would look Ffurther  alt Flight  dynamics by
gramining the obstacles Faced by the Liberian refugees given

the acute manner in which their Flight took place.
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THE  FLIGHT AND OBSTACLES TO FLIGHT
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reluctance to uproot is  the main characteristic of
Fefugee decision making process.  Bang argues therefore

"an inner seld propelling Fforce ... 18 singularly
absent From  bthe movemsnt of  refupgess. Theair
EHE L0 S S more often than not  resembles  the
movvemant of the billiard bally  devoid of inner
direction, their path is governed by fthe kinelic
factors of dingrtia, Friction and vactors of
putside foroces applied to them®

ed

Hanmsen has taken dssue with  Fune's  oharacterizatid
refuges  movensnt  as  kineltic. He argues  that suc

.t.

interpretation  tends  to deny  the imporvtance  of decl

making on the part of thoss who Flese and instead sug
Blimd Flight. He argues:

“ pelieve on the contrary, that both refugess and
ragular migrants, make theilr moves becauses  of
gecisions  thelt compare alternatives even though
the refuges is originally opposed to moving and is
repel lad or pushed by the negative or threatening
changs:s in his or her place of origin rabher Shan
attracted by the inbesresnt positive aspects of the
destination.

A look abt responses From owr inherview sugge that wmo
the Liberians who came to Ghana throuwgh the evacuwati
Ghanaians fFrom Momrovia port, digd not have the ohan
ssssss whe gost of Flight  or to chooss Lheilr  destin
with delibsration. As we have discussed earlier mos
them simply  took to the highway ftowards the SBisrra

;
{

bovder while obthers  took refoge in Monrovia pord with

Ghanalansa. Thess wareg therefore carried in to exils

the

that

oy of
b oan
i

pests

e
o o
cE o
ation
T of
Lgone

the

avute refuges situabion. Their movemsnt Fits Hur

description as of the billiard ball: devoid of

direction, their pabh gowvsrned by kinetic Ffactors,

inner



Digtribution of Respondents by Information before Flight

Irformation W

Mad dinfFormation b

Had no information T

Total B

Table 4, 2

Distribution of Respondents by Flight Flan

Flaght Flar %

Feople can only plan and comnpare alternatives F information

timation iz availlable to themn. Table i

about bhedlr
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givh wowld
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a  smmall numbasr of  refuge

at  the camp who  have

locatad  From  Cote o Ivodire  and Bilerra Leons with Ths

congditic i bhe oz

mpy Lr Ghana

was heatter. For those who  cames eariier and btho whio had

From  Cote o Tvolre and Sierva Leons, we could say bhey wers

attracted to Gharna d.e. by "pull” factors.

Looking at the i whio

mrly 8Y had plannesd remp e

who o had ledft spontanseously. The uswal  patbtern 0 most

Fefuges movemnmsnt s oharacterised by movemsnts of people in

acutes dang arncd  have  mad

their  Flight in an unplanned

manner.  The msajority of the respondents in

arvd chiy e to

themselves - and thelr fFamiliss.  Most of fhem ledft with only
the clothes  LSThey Wers wWasring. The danger of the war and

rterrogated and shot constituted

Tats

that of being olcked  wup

foFactor benind the Flight Ffrom Liberia.

Faersomal ity and Flight

The decision to le

ores courhery Ras bheen Linked to

individual personality fradd In gvery ocommunity people

i fF ey 11

e iodentidd

SUrrouncl ngs. Therefore in ATy

WEY By T e

ingdividuals who constitubts 1t are not  egual in their social

g SO towards

more marginal

they  leave bebinds Hunf A LIS




of whethsr a refugesse chooses o lsgave the country of birth
by anticipatory Flight, or is carriesd into exile in amn acute
retuges situstion, refugess in btheir social relationship to
the population of the home counbtry which they lsave hehind
appaar to Fall into three categories.

The Ffirst category i3 made up of those refugees who are
Firm in their conviction that their opposition to the svents
leading to their Flight is shared by the majority of their
compatriobhs. Thesa refugess ildentify enthusiasticelly with
the nation though not with the  governmsnt. The Second
Category comprise bhose who are ambivalent or embithered in
their attitude toward their Former ocompatriobts. The
ambivalence shtams From  their original desivg Lo b
iderntified with the pation and their subsequent resalisation
of bheiv rejection by the nation as a whole or by a secbion
of its citirzens. The best koown sxanples of such refugess
i modern Limes wers the German Jews, the Hindw and FHoslems
made homeless by the partition of India and Pakistan and bthe
Azians in Uganda  ander Idi Amin. The Third Category of
refugees  are those who For varied individual reasons  or
philosophises, have no wish to identify themselves with the
riat i ot Theze are self-alilensted persons  who might retain
BOME &ttaﬂﬁméﬁtﬁ o the panovamic aspacts of their
Pomeslands, but their attitudes overwhslsingly shaped by

ideological result of their alienation.
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Fad

that most of the

Evidence From  our sty
Liberian refugeess Fall  into the Firsh category, that is,
fae

they are firm in theiy convichtion thalt their opposition to

shared by the majority

agling to their Flight i

the svents le
of  btheilr compatviobs. When aaﬁmd what would be a ﬁarman@ﬁt
solution to the refugese problem ﬁTabl@v .35y, most ofF  them
indicated voluntary rvepabtriation (&2.74).  Only &% of them

wished to settle in Ghana. This is an indication  that most

left thedr ocowntey reluctantly and

of the Libsrian radug
are anzious to get back if the Ffactor that made them to

leave are resolved.

What would be a Fermanent solution to the refuges problem

Solubion A

Settlamant in Ghana S

Yoluntary Repatriation ' &L T

Feosettlemnsent in 3rd country 21l. &

Ny Answer G

Tevbal I R LG, O

ez can say  that most of the Liberians do identify with
thaeir country  and are opposed to o the forces thalt have
caussd their Fflight. These Forces are the killings, and the

war  that have accompanisd  the strugale  hetwean e

government and the rebsls.
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momt Familie Mave

Maarly  a&ll bt

Il prcerts From Liberise indiceted thsy  had  left Family

meambers Dehind or thet obber familly menb

“momight b

£

T

oy bhat they  do nobt know what has

1.

happesnec to obther fFamily membsrs The manner in whioh the

Fight  From  Liberis ooowrred scube  dn bthe sense Uhat

fad to make a smove to avoild

which w

curying all around them

sially during the

Flight to overrun Monrovia by bthe Ghevl Tay o MF

pondsmts argue that they had not  arnticipated that there

would a Fight For  Monvovia whioch would fForoce them Lo Fles,
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They had thought thalt st worst
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inversely proporbtional o bthe distancs betweesn the points of

arigin  and destination. Lmﬁw

has  added  thse conoept  of
Hintervening  obstacles” which includes distance, ooste of
migration, institutional hindrancses sho. With refugss
movemnsnts  suweh ntervening obstacles in the Form  of

hardships, illness and the danger of being detscted by

serur ity Foroes increlses aricE,  This

with  geographical dis

relationship bebtween distance  and volumg oF migrabiorn is

vary mach the case dn most refuages movensnts in Africa.

4
Various g i indicats that most AfFvican

arch reports

rafugess Flee only short distances az they  both originate

From and settle in, border are

%o Im the particular case of
The Liberian refugeses Ghana il not a nelghbouring countey
and gething to Ghana wes a Function of getting into Monrovia
port which was the shortest disteance any of them walbked. It

was Lhe Journey Lo fAoora that took time.  Host

Duration af flight

A days ' G0, 7

4 - 7 davs , Y. B

dors bhan Vodavs 2.0

Mo 1E5 100, 00
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camp (From Tabls 4.1 came on & ship

than  thi

argd it

From Fonroweis ok bhe ship

maka Ths journey., The 7.8%

4owho book bebwe 4 oand 7

reach Acora had come Chrough Cote o Tvoilre. s small

Mad coms by bLheic own a5 Only oma e

ihtemd.

Foot which is wvary much do

Means of transport to Bhana

o b ans

ff =

4 intarnational

BNl o S0

The  oldsou

Dorders dngdicates that the decision of ths Bhana gQovernmesnt

wiooa ship o piock  up

Liberisans bto flee o Bhans. This is not fhe

Follow anmd im fact it i

care for oa with &

nF Thiz, as will | =1, has had its

oy dmplications for government policy btowasrds the Libesrian
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Intervening Obetaclos

Most retugess leave their countriss without a passport.
They leave in acute situations and theiv jownesy is fFull of
acubte problems. Fefugess are tharefore ignorant of what
lies abhead and makes Flight for many & group for safety in

darbkness

One respondent recountsd their edperisnces:

Yhle started walking just wallking, without anything
exoept ouwr clobthes.  As we gob ouwt of Monrovia, we
Joined others  in Flight towsrds the Siserra Leone
o cler We walbked davs on end on the [highway
through var Lo check points, where we
soreensd and sone were taken away and shot.”

The statement gives an  indication of the physical and
psvochological stress  that some refugess have ©to go through

during their Flight.

Major Froblems Encountered in Flight

Type of Froblem 7

fBrmed atte

Mo Food G,

Sma Sickne

Mo problems 450

Tatal Nom 1EE o 100,00

Table 4.3 shows that armed attack was a major threat For the

Liberia FLID @D . Alout  30% of  the respondsnts  wers
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and rebsls

victims of  armed attack From government

bobh in Monrovia angd  at oheck points on the highway. | b

o b ok by  bobbh government  Forc

s who were hunting For Gigs and Manes who were
gthmic supporters of rebel Dharles Tavior. On

the obthesr hand the rebel Charles Tavior Forces wers looking

For Hrans who were the bhackbhoneg of bthe

Arrival in host Country

Ore problem that redfuges Iwve by their arrival in thes

countey their satety from attack in the counbtry of

origin. Bult a whole lot of obther problems e For bhem.

Their arvival in the host countey diod nobt neos arily

CILLE A them a  haven of  safebv. One v COMmon

prperisnce ofF the world over detention  and

Courhr e i

America asylum ssekers are detained and subjected to a long

]
period  ofF confinament. 2 In MAY casss detention s an

gxpression  of the refusal to grant asylum  and is  often

13

B e inohicat

ol lowed by

Ewen bthough Mel

that sypulsions are on the incresse, this e not the case in

i4

most ofF  Africa. Ghana has pot saxwpelled any kEnown refuges.

i AN have Faoed since

The problems Thalt the it

to detentions  and

arriving  in Bhana are ot re

gupulalons. fFRather they are The problems of the new
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ernvironmant, Thig prablems Sy socio-culitural and

peyvohological which most people Face In a new anvivonment.

Table 4,7

Froblems faced by refugees on arrival in bGhana

Tvpe of Froblemns % Facing Problem

Mo means of Subsisteance 177

Sheltar ‘ 40, %

Language 10y, 8

Culturasl B B

Mo problem Eou ?

Other &7

Total N o= 185 100, 0

Takle 4.4 indicates that the problems encountered by most of
the refugses interviewed were lack of shelter LA BNy and
lack of means of subsistence (17.7%4). The problem of
shelter was rather acute at  the camp because it Look somnes

time For relief agencies to provide the refugees with enough

f3e

BRIEE . For that raason most  of them had o iver i make-
ahift teonts made of cardboard.,  The problem of subsistence

iz a more enduring one.  This is a problem that all refugess

face bhe world cver but especially s in &Frica at & time of
IMF led Structural Adjustment FProgrammes. This  bhas meant

that the host countey alrveady hag an unemplovment problem on

ites hands due bto rebrenchment arising owt  of the structural



actiustmant  Drogranme. Ghamne has sarned  praise Ffrom  Lhe
IFF /World  Bank For  ber cowrage  in going  bhe Full hog of

implensnting the IMF reforms and  unsoplovment

problemn. Therefors the Libs

Lan refugee cowld not eupect

any maans of subsistence From the Formal sesctor. What

was  open bo them was  sgansg of subsistence  in the intormal

sector. particularly agriculiture. £ of them  have baksn

b the majority of them

to Farming in oand arournd the camp.

mat and ddle about in the camp. Une reason For this is

that most of the retfugess at the camp are wban refugess as

they cams mostly  From Monrovia. For b oy most of

them are not wused to Farming.

The ocultural problem  that e

indicated ware the Ghanaian practices of winating in public

and eating in 1

FURNET:

Most of bthem oou

Ghanaians  oouwld cov osmuch things and they Felt  ve

Lz omfor i whean they shoounter suoh  acts.  On Food, mosh

oF OuUY rESDGnC not receive

hs said they oi aoiat e

given was adequate 39, 2%

whet haer

ves Sl% 0 said no oand 9UEBY had no answears.  When  asked Lhe

reascons For their answer gmost  of bhem {59, 32%) mad o bhe

&

vy was  small. They were Fed communally with Food

gquanti

at First by  women volunteers  From the iy tian

Cowncll of Ghana and vy refuges women., The problem of

ance  bo bthe e & in vhe next

ABH wendlad be o«

chaptery but the point being made here is that adeguats Food
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i

iw oons of the

Clous problsms bthat African refugs

the peculisr clroum of the oAt ey .

A

11

Among the problems indicated in the ohher ™ ©

was the problem of edoacation. The parents were very worried

about bthe education of the cohildren bthey camg  along with

while a ple number of the  youbbh were  woreisd about

their sducation at the s

onod cyols and Unidversity lewv

Solving the Problems

£ .

In £he light of these problems fFaced by the refugess,

1 e e EnOnd arhs e

@l how and the e

they have

solved these problems.

Solution of Froblems Encountered

g

Froblem Solved ol

.8

ey v
W3S w o

Mes P

Don™t kriow 10,8

Total Moo= RS 10, O

From their answars in Tebles 4.8 only 2.8% of the

incdioa

they  have solved thelr problem:

E7LDE have  solved theilr problems partisally. OF  the

maid they have Found no solution to the problems

et
e
2
Y]
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they bhave sncounterad, while 10.8% were not  sure whebher
they have found any  solobtion to thedr prublmmﬁn Thess
answers are an dindication to the faobt that the refugess are
still grappling with the préhl&mﬁ they sncountered on their
arvival. Most of those who have Ffound solutions have Found
anly partial solutions. For edample a sohool has been sel
wp oat the camp For the primary  ohidlodrsn and &  J08.08, has
been started but having a senior secondasry school is posing
its owe problems dus to lack of graduaste teachers.  This has

besn compounded by a Mindstry of BEdugation directive that

the school at the cesp must teach  the Libesrian svllabus.

to help Bt the directive raises iszues aboat bhe
suitability of Ghanaian feachsrs Leaching the Liberian
zyllabus adeguately.

The partial solubion admﬁt@d vy momst LibeErian parents
is teo send their children to Ghamaian schools ~ some sven Lo
private sohools. The problem of fess is posing  lots of
probisms to parents who  have no means of  subsistence and
most asre tuwrning bto dndividual %hanaianégp churches, bthe
LIMHOR, and  the Christian Councill of Ghana  For assistance.
For those looking for admission  to the Universities only a
limited number (about 15 a vear) vet admitted. This
TOME AT e wilth about one hundred and  FifFty refuges students
whin  apply For admission into the WUniversities over the past

Tels YRAFS.
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Comnclusion

R S ] oo bl obther angd bhe dnt

the Flight From  the a

oot haphe

arnd wnplanned. Whi W RavE N From  our inbesrvi

adndeREl B

i Lliberian re

merveaments in =mimilar civocumstances. The movemnsnhk

panicky and soute rabher  bthan a caloulabass

Gharms. It was +rom bl that no

Ly e

1

plamming o

cey ot bnow where obher relatives have )

toe The study

cowld not o

to which persomnaliby was
conbributory Factor bto the Flight to Ghana of

Liberia. Ewean SDhough ih coulad be a Factor in

o Fles in othsr redfug it did notb

Flight  bo Ghana.,  Bimply puat o sll

into Monrovia porh or mar

Lovary e h From the

G B LLE of Ghanaiang stranded thes

& porits. For this

FEABGMN, diistance. did mnot bhecome &

Loy dne bhe Flight do

Ghiarms . foat:

ooomaryy of the redfug

lhed all  the way to

Ghsama. a0 ol Twvoire to

Woomara

Ty chrdve bhrough O

Ehana.

On arvival mos

of fFood shelter

The morse snouring

proablem was the lack of & seans ofF subsistence and this has



img thedr ohdldren in

g onand

refuge

guring bheir Flight and arvival are still there and they are

ey

A oy bhe & b I

Ghanslans and the donor oommanity.
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at  the orovision stance to refug in Ghana  and

govaernment policy towards then.
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Migration” in Jackson J.8. (ed)  Migration Cambeidge
University Fress,

Lea, BE. (194%9) Ibicd. p. 290,

Gould, W.T.8.01974 " Refugeses in Tropical Africa®

International Migration Esview VMolold NMo.® o 423

Fogoge  J. 00981 "aAfrican Resettlament Brtrateglies 7

Internaticonal Migration FEeview Yol.l% Mos 12 Mo.3

ne 196,
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Melander, Goran "Refugess in Orbit"™ in Melander Goran &

Mobel Peter {e2c]) (L9780 . African Refugees and the 1ae

Tl Soandinavian ITmsatitute of BFrican SGtudies.

The wucsption may be the espulsion of aliens  From
NMigeria, Ghama, Liberia at one podint in tims but allens
are viswed differently From refugeess and no refugess
Mave been o expel led.

¢
(e presidential candidats of e HNIPF (Mational
Independence Party) BEwabesna Darko, iz using the fact of

o

a number of Libsrian  refugsss depending on his ochacity

in his advertizing campaign to win  bhe NIF nomination

8

)

as the presidential candidate. The Ghanaian Ohronicle

September 7bth — 13tk 1992 p.9.
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ASSTISTANCE TO THE REFUGEES IN GHANA

African Red Fled into  some of the poorest
countriss on the continent  and this pubts a lot of

on b

population is oy b looal

and administrative

countey ' s

sl and reglional authoritd
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Unoier the
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@xample refugs administered by  the

Ce i
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L HTHT

Y akn arwt oall

ivternational relised  agenciss in the country have  to work
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within the RRC's guldelines. But  as Harrell-Bond points®
ot most  African governments  have adopted a8 0 laisssz falre

approach, bhanding over

pionsibility  For  policy arnd
implementation  to the UNHORE, and/or to an International

Voluntary agency.

The UNHCE and Assistance to Refugees

The nited Mations High Commissionse for  Refugeess
(UMHEZE)  was  setablished primarily Lo protesct thes  human
rights of refugeess  and  to sarve ag the ohannel  for
mualtilateral donations. Tts funds  comng From governments,
foundations  or individuals. CThe growing orisis of  mass
movemsEnt of refugess in Africa, and elsewhsre, has promplted
the developmant o A Ever increasing riLnteEr o
international  humanitarian organisations which also  get
invalved in refuges assistance. By ibs ’mmlicy LINMEOE  doss
not dtseld doplement assistance programmes; bthis is done by
tte partner nonegovernmsntal organisations (MGDE) . Mary
MGUOs rely heasvily on funds From UNHCE for  thelr overseas
operations.

The LNHOR assist under the fterms of Dhe

i}
Iy
1
-
o
3
X?}
]
B

mandate guiding its activities., The mandate descoribes those

Wi are

o Booording to the statute of the UNHDRE a
refugese  1s a person either alvesdy recognized as a refuges

By o@arlier international agrespents or
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Ay person owing wizll Founded Fear  of being
prersecuhesol for 1 o RO, religilon
rationality or political opinion, 1% cutaids the
country of his nationality and unabile, or,
owing  to such Fear o For orea cther than
parsornal convenience,  is unwilllng Lo availl
himselfd of the proftection of that country of his
Former habitual residence, iz unable or  owing to
such fear or for rvreasons obher  than  personal
convenisnoce, is unwilling to returm to it.?

This definition of & vefuges as provided uander the 1951
convention did not make it esasy Ffor the High Commissionsr to
provicde assistance to all refugess because of bthe clause "MAs
& result of events ocourring before 1 Januwarsy 19517 which
mace it oiPFicult o provide assistance to refugess arising
out of evants  after L January 1981, Thisg was rectifisd in

the “Frotocol Eslating  to the Status of Befugess

which removed the 1 January clauss, But owelt etbtill  the UN
definition did not allow the High Commissionsr  to assist
retugess arising  oub of  the peculisar cirocumstances of the

struggles for  independencs  in Africa. To  deal with ths

zf.'}

problem of providing assistance  to refugess nolt Ffalling
whlly within the mandate of the 19950 Convention, t©he LN
Gensral Assembly adopted an easier  way  For the UNHCE fo
agai%t AN ever increasing circle of people., A procedare
krown ag  "Good offices™ which allomes  fthe UINMECRE  bto assist
panple who are considersd not to be within the competence of
the Unitsd Nations.,  In 1957 this "Dood offices" resolution
allowed the transfer of Funds donated by Governmenhts o

Chingse refugess in Hong Eong who were considered nobt o be
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St LonY

concern to o the LN, A Rt her @y heanded the

goood o o oall groups of  refugsss "who oo onob

come within  the conpeben Umdted Mations®™. When

e FLig s

rneral

From Angola Flooded into Zaive the b

g Dommid

iomer Yto lend  his good of

i

tions" For wihn oid

riod

TR, ofor feen cese e0s pave praageer eevn sfes vy puer P e denq goo- B Jevs, oo A2 e ran forr, sann wope
i bhe competence  of fThe UM, bt For owhom,

individual determination of Fuges statues could not bhe mads

o bhelr  wvas amcl tThe absence of  fhe

Ol

irmtrastruchure,

though bhe

sarhially &

Mumanitarian one there are A ot of legal oconsiderabtions

wWhimn For b

SO S | - £ b oo
el SHE W N R N A T {3 103

heftore he/ls

ermination of

ite often contradictory - dnterpratations, bobh
Libmral, of the cornvertion and irtsrnational

I

Lihe subject.

Fingd & pragmatic  responss bto the

ancd  economic turmoil that

o,

Mave  pervadsed the African ocontinent since  the 1

1960w the AL in 1949

ted a corvvaention which mades

tension of the

Trefugess

of the 1951 N Convention andg

Frotoool to

ing lude
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TRy person who o owing  to gxternal aggression
pocupation, Foreign domination  or  evenbs  seriow
disturbing public order in either part or the whole
hisg country  of origin or nationality, e oompelled
leave his place  of habitual residence in mrdﬁ! o se
radfuge in ancobhesr place outside his  counbtry of origin
or nationality.

Thiz provision recognized that within the AfFrican context

it was not anly  the individual®s .. "well-founded fFear of
persscution”  which created refugess, but  fhat LThe sxeodus
could be the resuld of fFactors of a more general  nature,
intringic fTo colrcumstances in Lhe country in qusstion More
importantly it recogrnized persons seeking refugs  From bhe
wider ramificsationz of coupsz detalt, ocivil strife and
political wnrasat.

Due to this extension of the dm%imitimﬁy paErsnns who in
Europe would e considered as merely de facto refugees  and
thus outside the mandate of the UN Converntion of 1231 and
thus of the protection of the WUNHOR, were recognized as
refugees Ffor the purpose  of Article . Furthermors, the
Convention mads no distinction betwesn persons Fleeing  From

independent African states and those coming from colonial

dominions or bthose still undesr white minorilty ruls as the

n

caze was  with Fhodeszsia, the Portuguese Colonies  and South
L - N Significantly, fresdom Fighters LTherefore Fsll
within the ambit of the 06 Oonvention on refugess. e

Convertion stresses that granting asylum "shall not  be

regarded as  an  unfriendly act".® There are deballsed

0

provisions on asy lum a&nd woluntary | repatriation o
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It slso has provisions on noneresfoulensnt °° ong

o the ocardinal principles  of international refuges

It 48 against this beckground of the ~imation

that we di e ofF a arce Lo

7 Yoy as, piry ven
[EIRT- R R P

DG diFfered

g i ng

on the way their

Y prER

by both fhe UNHDE

i

1 offFice and the Government. This iz in relation to the

i,

loos

Ak

]

thrss groups of refug

i bhis ocountry nanely (2) Refugees

Trom Bowthern SFrica ()

-
HE
[

+rom the @1 A

e tugees From Liberia.

g

Fetfugess From

L S ]

to refugses  From Southern &fFrica goes  Dback

s B uima by TR EE e .

Imitially the problem of their stabtus was

the decision of  bthe Morumah  gov

b peon prss seey pooe o] g
re it b

™

LigjERe e

e

From Soubhern with a2 "Commorweslth

whiioh

was  anobther form of  a Lhanaian

African irs was set up dn bthe

which had speoial re

monsihd ity

suthern AfFrica. The buresu

acoommocdation,

soducation and snploymsnt For themn. ffher the overbberow of

the  Moramabh government suocessive governments have nolt been
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as active supporters of politi g s

Arrdcan countrigs &z the Meruamah governmsnt, Bt they have

supportive of  asyium seekers  From Boubthern

arnd  Mamibia have bDesn

M

wll talen care of. They are recognized wndier

the OML) Convention and sssistances to At e

gensrous.  Most of them are students and areg assisted by the

Ghana  Goveroment  and variouws  sponsoring sies whioh

who  cater  For Namibian red T

i ludde ble U

Africarn American Institoubts (AR whioch caters Soth

African

wddents, the Commonweslih Secretariat  which also

Dther sponsors Dnolude

Hrpd

the WUnited Mations Jucation Programme For training ofF Soubh

A dloasrms CUNE

fr,  bhe World Council of Chaeoh

(RO the

Mations Commission  fFor Mamilbila (LM arngd  Otto

of West Germany. These sponsors pay bhe scohool feess

and provide a stipend for the upkesep of tThe studsnts. Thg
inm the Ministry of BEducation

Ghama Government has an office y

that La

care of bhe placemsent of Lhese Soubthern &Frican

in educational imnstitutions Dedore ©he

take  wp their £ 1. THAE

and unkes

e care of hetter

that the Souwthern &Frican refugees are b

This compares with a small group

Foramer student

From bhe W African sub-region whio

have sought asyium  in Ghana. They have nobt besn granbed

el atatus and therafore  they Face  considerable
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ghiFFioulties in obtaining  any Fform of assisbancs, I omest

mases  bhey receive song  asszistancs  From the  Christian

refuges groups the Christian Uounoil of Ghana, and thes

Mational Datholic retariat.  In comparative terms these

b

. From Weest Africa are worse offt From the

£

student refuges
Boubhern African student refugeess  due o the differences in

sisbance that the two groups receive,

Fatuaeses Ffrom the Sabhel

fesistancs bto  the refugses From  LThe Sabsl has  besn oa
Function ofF their stabtus. The Doubhsrn AFrican students

have recelved assistance Fron o bthe UNMHOER and  obher foreign

sponsors becauss it has been sasy under the terms of the LN

£

and 08l Cormventions to grant them refugee status. The reason

iw  bhat the csuss  of their Flight have been largely

3

political and  in some cases ebhnic. The framework of laws

and arganisations that provide protection and assistance to
refugees 18 Facing & lot of difficulbiss in  kesping with

obher developments around the world which are forcing people

14

o leave thelr home lands.  One report pointe out Lhat
whor leave
tarme, e
victims of
s Llation
srune v al

s growing proportion of  the
Lheir  owan countery cannobt dn
recognized as  refugeses. They are
pri RO o Imtarrationsal 1
FEculres, bt of drought, faming  srvir
digazter and socio economic decline.”
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From Lhe el oare  nobt wictims of & Twell

mar of  persecution’” but oare victims

Faming  and envivonmesntal oli =

Flight they have  not

B

hothh  the Ghana Government  and  The  UNMHDR  and this has

Cance to them.

Writing on rural refuge

=
in  AFrics, Bt b el podnts ot

tried to

that over the two decadss  the  UNHEOR

gevelop, in collaboration with thse governments of ocounteises

of asylum, an  inoreasi Fiodent system of organis

L lements. The aim i pr oy i oles

sistance,

security, and a standsrd of living alt least comparaibl:

that of the local indigenous popu urbil bhe refugess
wodl o be able  to decide  whethesr they wished to return fto

their ocountry of origin or become permanent membses of their

host  country. The majority of AfFrican rural  refuges

to B P e i come within the orbit of Lhe

syvsten and  many have delibsrately svaded attempits at thsir

e points out however bhat Dhe

Leoa ol g

body of  opinion that this form o ot aneous bl emes it

which  reguicres only & propsely organised enhancemnent of

ltocal services, parbticularly in health and sduecation, should

2y e

the organised sebtl At sy

to buttress the

e 197% frusha Donference on kB

Fuig

The Conference Report nobsd
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"However, complications arise in such situations
fapontansous settlemserd)  since it is  esbtimated
that  well over &0% of rural refugess are in this
category and that fthe assistance provided for them
iz nil or negligible. Spontaneocus settlement is
pefFten dinterprated as  gpontaneous integration  and
thus all is assumed Lo be well., Traditional
hospitality especially betwesen next of kin, solves
the oroblem. This belief is convenisnt. It
absolves government and ald agencies  From doing
somebthing about thils. TF they are nob causing any
political problems, the temphtation is fto leave
them alone, Spomtanecsus integration  may mean
@xhremna poverty  and  dnsecurity, eking oul
precarious and ma inal  sxistence bhrough oasual
Tabour  and migration. Theiv deprivation may go
unnohioced, They are disorganised, They may not
nresent  Themsslves to offigials or vismiting
missions, Thay may indesd oconsgtitute a rural
subploritariat, poeer L sss, inarticulate ancl
unseen. "8

Evidence from the survey of the refugees From the Sahel
meem to Fit very well the situation that Betts describes and
the cormcaerns of bthe Fan-african ﬁmn%@rwnm@ on the situation
of refugees in AFrica. When the refugesss were asksd what
prablems  bthey had, they indicated food and clobthing as the

main ones. For the refugess who were herders  in the bush

=~

their msin problem was health care For themsslves and  their
arimals. One group  said tﬁﬁt in Burkine, the government
checkead water holes Ffor  contamination and wondered 44F Ghana
wotld do the same For them.  Many  complained about water.
They said thedir water was contaminated or that they had to
wallk long distances For water in the dry season.  One group
zaiod that fhe nearest eiver for bthe cattle in the dry season

was  Fouwrteen miles away and they walked there and back each

day with their herd., This situation is the result of bthe
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maalect that this group Ffrom  the Mas suPrfered beoauas

they are not recognis

s s refuges

ddal abtitode and

When the efugs 1o

arriving in

the country, the government  btook a rather lTukewarm abtititude

towarcds bhem. = e

to Their arvival, thes i

moaunted & pational programme in 1989 to deal  with  the

arrival of a large number of anaians whno bad been s

prexl led

voom Migeria.  For programms, the goveroment asked ths

Mational Mobilisation Frogramme (MMFR) to V&, Boreen and

see bto the bramsportabtion of thes Ghanaian returnses back to

their  towns and villages. The NMP up reception centers

at AFlao  angd  at  the Trade Fair

i ACors. T g

FET LT e

AT R

e Their lug by ocushons

FRicials and  thosse whd were sick  given medical attention.

,
Frher this screening that they were put aboard

It was a

wmn bt their towns and villages without

Fope e v

i MO

WETE M

imilar arrang

Sabel . Their arrival seem to have caught the government and

t arn ey what to oo

et

ACENCLES UNANERT s

Government action,  when 1t digd come, achisved ne

nothing. & registration  exsroild

i3

artment ofF Social Welfare Tihids e of

the Mabtional Consulitative Committes on

Feeal i eF,

which w

ttaeld Fformsd at the request of the PNDC Chaivrman

o rehabhilitate the Sabhel. Tt

sat imated Lo oo it owas to be co-Financed
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Filt. Lt. J.J0. HKawlings in Decemnber 1@84u” This sfFort
howaever did not go bevond the registration stags. OFficials

cladim  that there was ot muoh

~pperation From  bhe

[=<]

. The governmant alsu  gave thae NME the

e LCy e

RS ONE shing relief weEre to

AMEEE . 1N

e oited at

Greater Aoccra Regilion which has an on

going pilob agricultural programme  and Hiawa in the kWestern

Fegion. Bub dus

problens, bthe CanDs Were never
splt up. The main reason given by govermment offFicisls was

the laclk of funds and co-o ation From the l“fHUﬁﬁ“d Thies

Gowvernmnant , in any oase, doss  nobt regard  these

Thay arae, rather, oconsi

arnd drnformal migrants worthy of 1 e
attention of the Department of Social Welfare. The official
attituds seem bo suwggest  that as long as they are  notb
causing any political problems, bthey are to be left along to
Fanod For themselwves, The government fFelt that charitable

rganisations and  dndividuals shooald be able to help such
e L e s ok of their nescds rather Lhan ask oy

intermnaticonal s stanos For bthem.

Non OFfFicial

Due  to this official mq1uﬂ~u assistance Lo

victims of  the Sahesl ary Lroanment, ha=  Fallemn on bthe

ghouwlders of voluntary organisations and churach groups. One

wp of the refugess who used to live at Merumah Circle had

[t}
-
i3
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assistance From the ity council smploves in charge of the
area,. M  had ternts set up For them  and provided bthem with
Food, water, argd a Fairly good toilet Facility. The
Catholic Beoretariat had tried to selt up ftents in  an Acora
suburb (Mima) but the camp was stopped in sarly 1985, World
Yigion International  bhad also made wvisits to those  who
settlied at Accra Mew Town to attend to their medical riee s,
but they also stopped after the initial smergency pariod was
O ET . Tl gdid not want to  be saddled with a permanent
asslistarnce programme To these Sahel refugees.

The maln organisation which is providing assistance o
thasa refugees ds the Chedstian Council  of  Ghans, The
Councils refugee committer, after observing bthe poor living

:

conditions of the refugess, decided to provide them with &

2

=ans bo raise their standard of living and  to arrest The
possible outbreak of dissases which cowld easily be passed

20

on to the Ghanaian  community  in which hthey live. T
Christian Council provides them with food items like milletb,
Cassava, beans, maize, rice and sugar. Thess are provided
twice a week. Mursing mothers are given food items thrice a
waek, The refugse commitites hasg & oedical team with a
medical w%%ic@r.that grosgess oo s bo bhe medical nesds of the
rafugees avery wesk,

I 1588, the Christian Council proposed a pilot soheme
to rehabilitate these refugess From  the Sahel. It was

setimated o cost O108 million and it was to be co-Financed



Wy bhe A1L &Fr: She The problem

that has el The oro;

alled the project concerned the acguisition of a

T

land  abt Ghaws, off the Acora-dMinneba road

project was  aimed alb providing 100 housing anits, schools,

N TET, Thies

clinics and cobbtage indch

aitm  was  to mobtivate the o o mstablish 0 economio

The Chris

veanthures AT

cworking ho Find land Foro bhe projech

O o

e
B
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=

take off. Apart om the provis

medical care, the Christian Counoil has
refugess to baks o smeall scals venturess like leather work
by providing them with  the raw materialis. The Counoil has

Lhem bo wss  their skills Lo help  them

Cles e & 11 Yoo E IO S

14T . The gene

asurvive rather than o go on b

ian Dounai ) has Deen a gradoal

afforts of e

i the  numbsr of these refugeess who  are beggiling.

AT ove or sfor gory puee eey rese pane reve
3 BT EMAancie,

rici PavE more o gl s

Some of

are now Far consplounus at sbee COnEr s

ol b em

in Acora bhegoing bthan they o o e The major i

Mave now  taken to leather works, hailrplaiting  and looking

atter the cattle of bGhanaian cathle owners.

Mave  gone back bto btheir counteries  of ovigin while othesrs

Mave Found their way to Saudi Arabia eand Fuawaiit.
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L

imtance bo fthe Liberian

s Qones

good deal of politiclking. e politics stem From bthe novel

naturse ofF the problem. %
F

thee  Liberian Drisis, Ghans

had had no experiesnce with hosting re

im s camp. The

country had not hos a larges numbsr of redu Soape sl

refugess munbsrs dn the  country had not previously warranted

being s (RIS Merces  bhere was no government

with the edpertisse  to handle swuch a situation. Tt was also

- seaglel i

Fact e called refugees. This was due to the mannsr by

whioch they sy in Ghana., These problemns

notwithstanding, bhe  response Lo the  arrival  of e

l.ibarians w vary positive.

Whaern bthe Firet batoh of Libherians  arrived on their own

in  Ghana  in May 1990 they settled on thelr owun among

e ‘::,l

Ghaneians Friends  and compatriobts. They wers

= ! W

e LIMHOR . whidoh

s

Developmsnt  and

Behabhilitation fgenoy (ADRES) to asssist  them with  Food

ik

that time the LUINHOR 1

[E-3a

closed down in December 1590 and it was therefore nobh surs

o dts continued operabtion.

The government, Powever, set up an ad bhoo

Fetuw ness Refugsess From L (= The Commithes

a tasb  fForoe bto osed up & recepbion camp at

traiming oo The committese w

made up of
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Authority,  Ghana
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o ok argd Dommiir 1

Inberior. Froblemns of dnfra ueturse st bhe

el wiisie] the abandomn ohuroh prami

Gomesa hatch of Libesrian ref

population at &, 748, The br

HMomwever population of the ocamp ke Fluotis

. . o
K 1o ko

of  bhemn have  since 1990 voluntarily vepated bt

move  dnto the camp From Hoora and obher

The peouliar problem wilth the voluntary

repatriation of bthe L s ians at bhe

wnp e bhalt sincs

wona Lol

Jamuary 1¥F10 & group of  Liberians re inoany



i bound For Monrovisa Freomn Tems Fort.

the Ghanaian

are usually  supply ve i

ECOM

bt LG E L Bhana For L iyl

these ships  have reburned  dus o unbearable congditions at

FHOmEE .

The Camp Structure

Thee  camp is run byoa mumt o Doedies with

Functions. The overall administration of the camp iz under

nandant  with  two

e BMMP owhich  proseddd

thes cEmMEp O Com

>
i

stants. They There is

A amp Managed yowbvioh day to

rhat ive of

camp oommandant, the e

Matiomal

s iaty

Worlod Yision International, e Rorlad Food

Frogramms (WP bLhes LN and the Liberia Counoid

Limk between bths CHD and bthe Liberian

sty A

aneod Full

the LINHOCER e

ST o

signed  agresments with  Fouwr loplemsnting paribners, namsly

Ghana Red O

Conars i 1 of

e wIn a1}

Under  the agresmsnts  the Following

ponsibi litiss have

e




LT e ey
pac) ey}

obhe  construction  and maintenanc

- Sarilt

M permansEnt et e

ruction ang mad

T

e
-
i

17
H

constru

bion angd  warnming of a ol
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supnly of drugs and runridag oF

obd gy

e mupply From o bhs WFFE of

arng thsir

sl e 1 TE SR FE e
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VER

Sirdand transportation, preparation and distribubtion

oyt
A Choristian Douncil of Ghana

iorn and running of a

watar  supnly. that iz the

ol water  For the

agriculture and  progeannss

Financial supoort For bhe D
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Flat Decenber  1990., they had spent 960,38 million of the
EEC—Fimanced Ensrgenoy Sid.

With assistance Frowm His Holiness, Fops Jobhn Paal 11
and Daritaes, the NOE has constructed a2 wunit  of twenlty
b&ﬂrmmmg'tm aocomnodate valnerable nuwrsiog mmth@r%’ and the
aged. It cost approximeately C1&6.3 miilimm"A Az oalt  March

1991 e National Cabhol

Seoretarial bl st

Cada, 987,

the refuges assistancs programmes. This
anount covered sxpenditure on Fesding clothing, medicsl

care, shelter, logistics, labowr, repatriation  and obher

mismcel laneous 1tems. In addition it  has
epant 01935, 164, 412,57 s behald o the bWorld Food

Foogr amme

Educational ﬂ%ﬁiatancéz

Providing educational assistance to bhe Liberian
refugess is the responsibility of the Christian Council of
Gl s, T Council curvently FLINES & sohoal  From

Rindergarten to Junior Secondary School  level at the camp.

the Budubuwram Refuges  School.  The achool

g atwitiy

bagan in Ootoker 1990 when children below five vesrs were
organised into @ kindesrgarten. T was upgraded Lo & primary
srhool later and raised o Junior Secondary level in January

P deol

e wmohool has o oan envolment of P35 puplils and

3. c.:}? :i #

students broken down as  Follows NMursery -~ 1205 Eindesrgarten

- 1E&E and  85% - 49, T

SB35 Frimary - 7y of4



Ghanalarn who

with technical studies. Most of the

WHERTE D0

ria hedorse bhe war. MooAa Form of omot ation

tl ]

the Ohristian Council give schesrs an allowance of

&7 Q00 per month.

the canp school, the

o at i of the Libesrians at  the tertiary level. Last

acacdemio

mivers

UNHCR ass

of Ghana while
students  at  the University., - Obther  students  are baing

sponsored at  the niversity of Boilesncs angd Teohnology UST

and  the dMational

oy oo

-

Lty el

in various o institutions  in the country. The

ent soms 10 million oan

o Liberian refug arneg plans to spend 24 million in the

academic vear. At the same timse  the Cowncidl s tobtal

supanditure on the Liberians LIRS DrOgramnms was o pah

approimately abt C40 million. This covered sypenditure on

al &

Tion, COUNSE iwiti

Tlhing and re

e

The main souroe of Finance of the Council he e the World

the UNHIR. Az at

Cowuncil ofF Churobs 1991, ths

Councidl had received @17 million From the LUNHOE.
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Other Augistance Frogrammes

The World Vision International (WWIY has  installed
three water tanks with not  less than 15,000 liters storags

capaciby 8;

B

oh. Two of ths tanks were donsted by the EEC and

=
:_&:

itain®s ODA with the UNHCR providing the third, The

and thae ODA gave TLO million and C4 million respectively For
the installation of the tarnks. Due to problems of gravity
of the water From the Fesrvarko water works the storage
tanks have not besn very helpful with water supply abt the

camp, and & btanker suppliss water daily to the camp.

The WYY also assists

Bl

the camp residents  with income
generating activities. U has ploughed 20 acres of  land
around  the camp  For  the refugess to culbivate malze,
groundnuis, oowpeass and  vegetables. In the L1991 Farming
seasch  aboul 44 acres was  pub uﬁdﬁv culbtivatbion. WA T
provides insecticides, Hnapseck spravers and - other inpuls
For  the farmers. The farmers buy bthe vegebtabls seesds
themse lves  through s  revolwving  Fund bheay mpéwatﬁu Eo

February 1992 W had spent about C40 million on the refuges

A

4

lshancse  DrogrAanmg. Tte souwrces oF  Funding bas besn the
EEC (CLO milliond, UMHCR (19 million), and the ODA (24
millicomd,

Other souwrces of assistance to the Liberian W@%uggﬁa

Mas bheen From bthe Catholic RFelied Sesrvices (CES)Y. The CRE

responded o bthe government®s appeal for  assistance to the

Liberians by providing Food, blankete and drugs. Betwaen



August and  Ootober 1990, the CREE  headousartsrs in Baltimore

We Bl A oy ol HBEG, GO0 to the CRE  prog

o ol

clotihdng,

other materials Furthner

tons of title 11 food anc Food ald orogramnmns

o

the camp and bthe return

at Fomsnda, Fafodeidei, OSbrob " The

mprmally chanmels  1ts fFood the Mational

lTankets are

o Lheough The

il

nzy CADRAY al

stance o hhe Libsrian reg

R

e 20 metric tons of Food to bthe camp For

The Fooo dhems dno g

wheat  and

Tproved Fits

chen at

owvat bon

For bthe  Liberian red e organisation provid

# smupplemsnt to the food supplied by bhe  World Food

amme (WP . o to o the Fisld

Galvation Army, as ab March 1992 their totsal expenditurs on

oy of Food bto the raf

Mas donabed

mi d L ion. Apart e om

ot dhems Dhrough bthe  NMP o and bhe
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ineclucle 7450 blankebts walued st Cl.d million, hathroom
sandals valued at C1.8384 million, plastic plates and cups,
Firswonod and Ffusl.

The Army  also provides medical care  For the

Fragnant women at the canp are taken to bthe S

pif]

Twvation fArmy’s
Climic  at  Begoro For  antenatael care. They also provide
medical care  For Liberian refuges children  who suffer From
mal by ition. According to the Salvabion &rmy 79 refugess
womer delivered in thelr olinic  at Begoro and  abouh 70
malnubrition cases have been tresated bDetwsen Maroch 1991 and
January 19%2. The Army alsco provides drugs to the Eed Cross
Climic at the camp, Az abt Maroh 1998 the Salvation Avmy had
spent over D17 million out of a targeted C25 million in aid
to bhe  ldibseilan refugeses.

Orme obher  ohristian group thét provides a  lot of

assistance to the Libsrian redfugeses is the Kristo fAsafo

ain
i

Mission of Ghana. 2

its contribution to the returnas and
rafuges  rehabilitation and recesption effort during  the
Liberian crisis, the ohuwroh cooked Food For the svaouess on
arrival at  Tema Fort. Gooording to the MMFY bhe  Hristo
Asafo Mission and  the Flst  December MHomen's  Movemsob
nrovided the largest share of the ‘food fed to the thousands
of  starving pesople  when they arrived at Tema FPort. The
Mission contbinues to  assist the refugses  abt bthe camp  with

Fondatuffs,
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Conclusion

i Ohana has

The provision  of

sismtance to

sordting to the refuges category.

From Soubthern AFrica hag ey anooth and thers

nsors bhecause

- s T problem  with they  have

g e by bhe UINHOR and the govermmert.  The

hal, dus  to  btheir staltus, haaves muot

" ived  muach iwen some

Tl Mave

arte From bthe Ohr jarn Council

inadegquats and For that  reason they have bo Find  bheic own

&

to  survive, The intsre

strategliss

Lodberian refugess is bthat even though the

govarnpmart has not granhed  thes refuges =

pRuta

Buduburam  camp bave CATE .

Hhat fhis h Sl

Liwing

o
=

towr dook the ohance to move into the camp and so as

SO0M A any groun voluntarily repatristes to Liberia their

N hown For

are quickly takern ower by Those living 1

plac

Fi e

that dm bown tThey

the simple

wr ity of 6

sl om o hhe o

and  have

compatriots,  but  at  the camp food i

various sources we have discussed above.
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MEATH Convention gowvsrning  bthe specific

refuges prablems in AFrica. 1 paragraph 2.
Article T 2 of the Convenbtion.

Article Il of the Convention.

Article V of the Convenbion.

At OX) which s subijected

by a Member state Lo measures such as rejdection at the
Frontisr, retuwrn  or expulsion, which would compel him
to return to or remadn In oa tervitory whare his 1ife,
phyeical  dintegrity or liberity  would bhe ﬁhr@@tmn@m far

Lhe reasons sebt oul in Article I paragraphs 1 % 2.
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Thig goof Buruncdi and Rewanda is (amps e

8 WETY [T T

to

o geEnod g ethnic  group, the Hubu, trisd

gliminate the T and which 1 o ane of AfFrics

bt o Cas

of retuges movensnts. HSes .5,

Committ Ty (1591) Exile  From Francsg

Backarownd to an 2 Faper, Febhrosry .

ICIHI H

L Ees Dvnamiocs of  displacemspt  Led

PBooks, Londorn p. ZIV.

Batits [ Rural in  Africa® Interpational

Migration Feview Vol 1% Noodl

.

Th

Che Miveor,

Fugeess, especial i shose dn The  arban e

sutse they Faare B OCAME .

unoco-operative attitude was  due to bthe

ruamadcds theyv

i beding

sgttled in 2 camp  where they would be asked to sngage

L

The subawbs of Acora whers  they live are Medina, Acora

s Tonar, Mima, Mew Fadama and

at the National Hes

Ghana Red Oross
Cocisty, ACOrs.

at tThe  Migranmbs Commission, Mabional

ot ]

st Py Sa

Committ

-iat ofF the Redug

at tihe

Christian Council of Ghana, MACcora.
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THE FOLTCY TOWARDS ABYLUM AND REFUGE IN GHAMNA
The Atrican redfugee problem

o the world and internatio

imatsd world red

inm oredited with zbhout 5 omillion.

1
Hav el l-Bond points oub, no one really  Enows how many

peEople have wiprooted  but ocne  may  be very  suwre the

problam dn AfFrioca s nobt going awav. Thie SfFeiocan e

pricobnlem Jiarly bad in the Morn of Africe, the

Zudan,

and Southsern AFrica. A loa,

until e

e o bk

wpees and displasced persons From

ohher parts of the continent and recently From Liberia.

The wvery naturse of the refuges problem means that obther

countries  have o provide assistance to such people.

countries in AFrica have

Furthermore 1t means bhat oid

difFerent policies  towards

yvium and refuge. Bnealking on

the bhurdsn bhat t

ga pul on ths

"All
ir
the problen
a chance - i
i oan inpossible
milliorn inhabi

z o owith

IENER

imodivd dua
b e

o criwing
1 bheir live

and their

Cants".t



rhant role as  a country ofF
time.  From the tims of her

pursded & polioy that  has

ET OIS DAY

wge. Ghane has since dodependence proved a

mraven o political redfug

rom ocourhriss o bhen under

rule and obher

corventions on ars the LN

deas. Therse  is  also Lhe

G E T 1 Mg e specif

o

Afr i Ghana

ang o e polid guided by tham. Tl

courvhyd et have g

LT IO A

comventions o snach nationasl

ations incoroorating the

Eovan

ey b Ghana b

corvent lons O

e oountey

ric

Taws that  dncorporates the provisions of  the intsrnational

wWe @xHamined the

in Ghana. e
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headaches  fo ald officials who ars not swre about thedr
refugess  status. The refugees from bthe Sahel hawys Facsd the
most  problems given the fact thalt they have no status and

iy

receive anly assistance Ffrom the OChristian Council of

Ghars . This sitwuation has arisen bhecause thers is no law in

the oountyy thet desls specifically with  refugses

pow seaming bow thig has  influesnced goveromant polioy on

U e s,

The {foundati policy on ref was laid

ons of Ghana
undsr  the government  of ﬁrn Fwames  Mhyrumah in the Fivst
Fepublio, That policy waz rather gensrous towards refugees
especially those From Soubthern AFrica  and other African
countries. That policy  was greatly influenced by NMerumab’® s
famous  declaration on  the sve of  irdependence that  "ithe
ingdependsnoe of Bhana is meaningless anless 10 ds linked up
with the total libsration of the African conbtinent.

Font MNlerumalh Poliow

After the overtherown  of Nerumabh™s g

vermment dn 1984,

murcoeeclng governmants have showed less imterest  In
political rvefugess From independeset Afrdcan countriss.  Soon
after the overthrow of  the Norumah government, the National

sration Cournoil (NMLD  whioch ook power, dissantled the

refuges camps thal were being ussed by Freedom Fighters From
Southsrn AfFrica and Jiekabws, and 211 the political refugess

From indspendent SFrlcan counbriss wers senh away. This was



- 1 P N g e
with bhe Lo omsno

P

with neighbowring countriss all  of whom had their political

in exile in Ao

R OTEnT

this hhe MLD and

P

African students - mainly  From

fpiwveEn

South AfFrica  anod Namil wibiny atbhend T

stitubions in the ocountev. Ghana acosded

L Cormvention soon at

with  the problem of refugees irn  Bhans. This broad
definition includes in addition
R wlu

ing public
1?”3r home oounte

ST

o oowvesr bhe granting of

The obher

e LI Mosted dnclude the displa

From o hhe e

el gh

Cian countriss - irdly Foromer Undwver

From il Togo and

grosap of

arg bthe Liberian refugse the civil war.  The

s
=
=

b ey

riue incipally  to the F

lagisliation  on refug

#, 1he govsrnment

o thie LN and QAU Cormvenbions on




143

The problem posed by the lack of national

o The non endor

the UN ard 08U refuges conventions in Ghanaian courts, e

L

row examine the pre

The

Folioy

The vhopolicy on refug ism ostill withouh &

 anc Ol

—

-

o bhe L

FramsWork incorporating the
corventions. The governmant  however doss svervihinog to oo

do e

admitiing

te  with the UNHED by

ol e

ARl

on the

Bhana’s  asvium  prachtice  is

principle dmelars ir o Territorial

5 . N .
lum adopted by ths Desneral dssenblv.” The Declarsbion

shress The soverslign competence of the state as the sols

Jucge  of the geounds For granting asyvium and

The 194% 06U Convenbtion further strengbhens the i

Corvveant don

those refugess  who For
wnabnle or umwdliing to

origin o nationality”.

Foarchs

T e

e e d o B T IR o marcinasl

pridncipls of nonerefoulenent which

"Mo person shall be ; :
wirEs such as i t othe Ffrooptier,
oy eupulsion, which would Pim to raturn ta
o remain o Ain oa  territory where his life, phyvsical

irbegrity or liberiy be threatensd"




the converntion afFivrms that

Lum at large,

argd humandtardan

act not ti e o E3C AT cled

ght of & o b

granting  of  asylum we woulod now @ bodomal

protection b.e. bthe granting of asvium in Ghana.

Fefugee Protection in Ghana

On arvival at Ghana s bhoroders

2 a would bhe e

tooapp

ar arn immigration  officsr and  in

supesctad  to rsport his oresence in Ghans bo

The would be refuges  then has

Lonnalre in L

R A Tl o I The completsd forms are submitted simulitansously

phfice in Dakar, Bensgel.
e applicant withn L

including ths Buresasu Mational Inv

the Forsiogn missions of the Mindstey of  Foreign

LIMHER

Coma L OF

Further dnv cigations dnto the olaims ofF  the refug

ol bhe UNBCR i oo

with whioh b

& report on the 3 Lionss is submitted to the

Mt

avol on. Redfugs

ochalved by Lhse Minitster of

Interior. The Board

The veports and determin

it thes g
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recogriition by Ghana, IF %t i Found necessary, the refuges
i asked to appear  before the Board to provide Further
information. The Board advises the Sscoretary Ffor Interior
wihy also irforms  the Commithbes o PNDC Sscoretaries where
ohiections may be raised i+ recessary. The Board acts in s

strictly advisory capacity to  the Secreltary of Interior and

thus to the government. The Final decision i3 conveysod to

o

the refugees in & letter addressed to him through the UMHCR.

l’.'!

}
¢ & refugee is granted asyium  then  he cones  under the
proftection  of ths UNHOR and recelves agsistance  fFrom the

organisation For ia/her sustenance I+ an the obthesr hand a

)
i
by

uges Fails to oblbain the neees

Ay recognition of the

gowar nmernt and thus the protection of the UNHIRE, he may

[N

apply  to bthe government for  permission to stay  in the

wintry as an immigrant for a limited period
Fefugees, when 50 recognised, are subliect to the laws
of the land., They are given every protection and are not

vietailrned, imprisonsd or expelled without proper cause,

i
i
-

Fafugeess are wunder obligation nob e bhedr privilegesd
position to subvert theilr country  of origin or any  olther
country while resident in Ghana. In obhar words bthey are
reth ho engage in politicsel activities against  their
g e nment . Fefugees are also given ddentity cavds and

Convention Travel Doocumsnts (OTDs) . These arve issued by the

1al  and Congular Division of the Mindstry of Forsign

AFfFaire at the request of the UNHCR. The Identity cards are
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the dosunentary  svidence of the refuges’s right to

i dence and work in GBhana and they do oot need residencs
or o work permits.

The government pursuss a libsral  arrangsment regsrdlng
aducation +For  the refugses. There is an ouwtfit in the
Ministry of Education that arranges placesmsnt for refugsss
in  educational dinstitubilons  as has  been discussed in the

pravious chapter.

On employment, the psolicy dis that the refugses enioy
the same minimuwm standard as that of aliens in gensral. The
applicable law iz the Selective Aliens Eoplovment  Tas
Decrae, The law gives the SBecrelary For Finanos, the
discretion, with the approaval of the goverpment 1o exempht
any person From the  fas. T omay be  argued that fhis
discration may be evercised in favouwr of refugees 1in order
to scoord them the samse breasteent as scoorded fo mationals
5

in the fulfillment of individual obligations.

The JToregoing discussions appliss  mainly  to the
refugess From SBoubh AFvica and Mamibila who  are therefore
relatively belter assiszted than obher categories of refugess

From the Sahel. It is the view of this work that  refugess

from Liberia and the Sabhel have become vichims of  bthe lack

oF oa law on refugees.
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has been sufFering on the part of somes would-be refuges

wodd ol who o have

e of @ national refog

lTaw ars a CHT LD

student lesaders and obhsr opponents of

governments dIn the We e g an

s
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leading demonstrations against them. They Fled to Ghana For
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situation did ors a confusion over who i responsible For
the Libsrian when fShey arvived. On thelr arrival on thé
Ghanaian ship MY, Tano River, they were sent to a reception
campe at Bomos Budabuwram. The cornfuasion was over  which
governmant minlatry was responsible  for what.  The Mimdshry

ot Interios has had responsgibility For refugss astisrs over

!l-i

the yvears and guite rightly assumed 1t was to be responsible
For bhe Libevians.  That was not to be bhecauss  the Mabtional
philization Froogeamme (MNP throuwgh  Lhe Minstry ofF
Mopili=zation and Social Helfere Fell bthey were responsible.
In the struggle over the issue, the Ministry é% Mobdlisation
ang  BSogial Weldare gained the upper hanod  and khé BMEF dis dn
ocharge  of  the camb. The Minitstery of Interior  has thus
remainsd alood From the whole issus egxcept that the police
provice security at the camp. The Minisbtry of Mobilization
and  Sogial Welfare esven appointed a co-ordination  fFor
Fefugess bult who has  reo job d@%criptimﬁu In the cmm%u%imm
the MNElDs wers ﬁmﬁ surea which nnvwssm@nﬁ Minstry to deal with
and  when the public started to donate towards the upkeepn of
the refugeas, sons went bo the Minstry of Intericor while
phhesrs went to bthe Mimdstry of Mobilisabtion and Social

Welfare,.

Wivy the goveromnent has  nobt granted refugss atus Lo

the Liberian refugess iz & little difficuld fto edplain. The

(oovt 33 1
@R

lamaticn  though seen bto lig with the government” s

involvaemsnt with  the ECOMIE peace kesping opsration  in



Foro& long stav.

it iwm obhe view of  this author that  the government bhelisve

cowld help in

Lo enable bthe Liberians to Qo oy help with the

A TR

on departing ships From Tama

W EMpT the wish

areg &l lowed o frw bhe NMP

Cion by the UMHDR on G oA cis

the Eoown norns for
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Mave

mving bhack and  Forbh

AT
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and when  bGhanalan Lroops ars
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cahel in bthe countrvy. ey are wiocbims of

CoonE L

~am@ouhlon® category.

ooty &ll the

conventional refugss

go throughs F e

For bhem by drnvoking the "good clauss  dn bthe

oy T LN Gereer s

UMFCR® 5 marnds

has developse

o the Migh  Commi

winbrirel la ides unodg whioh b bring re glich mot oone

wWithin the comp oy dmmediate competencs of the Unit
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LA LN

12

Matiors. The government could have asked the UNHOR  to
Find ways of assisting these victims of the drought, The
gmvarnmwﬁt‘hmw@vzw Fegards them as  dndigent  aliens  aven
though  they have not applied fFor residence permits.  They
Just  walked across bhe bordesr and as long as they were not
harassed by Ghana immigration they have besn left alone, and
some of bthemn are eking out a herd esvistence. They have bhesn
sruatting in uncompleted buildings in bthe urban areas and in
.

some  cases  they have taken ovar abandoned  government

i ldings.

Ghanaian Attitudes as Host

This lack of & national law on refugess hazs had its own
etfect on the way Ghanaiansg have perceived refugess. e
to bhe lack of any assigtance - exoept bthat of the Christian
Council of Ghana o~ the refugees From the Sahel have been
vary visible to the Ghanalan because For zopetime they were
hanging sround btraffic intersections to ask for alms. Wihen
these refugees From bthe Sahel arvived in the counbry around
1PEE they wers warmly recelved and  Ghanaians were abt theilr

charitable best, But after sometime, the warm hospitality

pegarr Lo ocool. A survey of views on these refugess point to
a changing attitude towsrds Them.

Imitially Ghanalans were very sympathetic towards
the Sahesl refugess, Faople were very ocharitable towards

then and  they gave theo Food and clothing. At hratfic



T h

them o

have BEnown pe

at the mar

et

sl d be foroed o work on farms.  Genarallsy Ghansisa

Binw

Mo any b From b

Faople have not

as bthey hava

The Proposed

Al

foearia d

# Lo b gxpectations are  high.

That hhe  law  would

i relevant



institubtions with olear cut procedures For granting asyium.
Fresently  when  an application for  refugee status i
redected, thers is no procedure Ffor  appeal. The present
Board on Refuges Matters bas no repressntation From the
MGds, but since they provide much of the relisf  in most
refuges situations it is hoped that a provision would be

made bo get them representation or observer status on the

Board, The swperisnce with  the Liberian refuge

there was no Fundds Ffrom which government could have provided
agsiztance to the refugees in the camp. A refugee Fund with
contributions  From the government and NEOs  would go oa long
way bt alleviate the oroblems of feeding refugees  until
cdornors start assisting. It is also hoped that the new law

would  set oult clearly which Ministry is responsible  For

what, in refugse matters, and lay Lo re the confusion bhalt

arpse  with  the arvival of a larg group  of  Liberian

Pt

Conclusions

The discussions in this ohapter  has pointed oult the

il
-
I
s

awbwartd situsation of the ab=ence of & cut poalicy on

in Ghana. The government  tries to deal with

,“l‘

in the spir of the UM and the OAU Conventions on
rEfugRes. his situation has mearndt thalt ad hoo arrangemsnts

are wsed to deal with refugee problems as and whsn bthey crop

ups.  Mariows goveroment agenciss and Ministries have decided
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out to study the AFrd

N

as it haszs manifested itseld in Ghams, Thes African refuges

problem  has besn very promipsnt dn bhe Horo of africs, BEast

>

Central and Southern Africa. HWest AFrica until recently had

provuced conparatively fewer refugees and the sub-vaglon was

more =

i
%

fesryion For o resetbling refugees. The Libsrial
political struggles bas changsd  all that angd now Libsrian
refugeess are  scabttered all over the sub-region. The work
theretfore set out  to examing the causes of tﬁ@ Flight  of

refugess to seslk asvium in Ghana since  independence, bow

they have survived in bthe ocountry  and govermment  poliov
towards then.

Refugese movemnants have been a Funobion of pushepull

Factores. Refugees tend to be distinguished From migrants

lepending on whethsyr theiv movensnbs  are the v o push
o pull Factors. Fush  Factors  ariss when peopls moes

against their will and are forced Lo move for +Fsar of losing

et

thaeir  lives dus to a well-foundesd fear of perseculion.
push  fFactors  mey also be svironmantal  ones  which are

@opially life threstening.,  Refugese movemsnts are srtially

Forced migration when psople are pushed into exile. FPeon le

may  have to Fles dn osplit seconds and many bhave no time to

plan and tabke wital documsnits along with them. On the obther

hand, migrants are abtitractsd to a cowunbry angd they are oul



of dmproving thelr sconomic well-b

gol o pullsd o oan enviconment whic hq 3y

loulations, iw better  tThan L oW, They  plan

their mowve to that countey and when they have ioproved theire

lot,  they oo back to their countey  of  origin. Wi de

migrant ol

that Forced themn irnto exile have

e bhe iR

and migrants

are  nslhhesr immimr&mf@ awle Ll
; alt“mugh" immigrants, they have
The i &' fomouante L
t i the
T e mmiqx. ! s

dirawn tTo a country.  The
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broad growps of

oty g namealy, Soubthsrn AFrican refuges
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Africa, and re
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orF bhem bas

b that

woalo e

A" of bheir

called Pa well-Founded

in danger. The
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= AFrican redfug - mat Lon

tion of the

of governmenty bthe

From bhe have Fled From  an E Y L e el

ot modlitiocael o

making  on

developmsnt strategy and the Libevians have Fled a political
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Lary level

it bLhere mexrvl o

eduration  for thsm. The UNHCRE and the Christiasn Courncil of

A& dew ot thenm Do

Bhama

manages Lo pla

Lhe Universitil

The Dolicy btowards  ssylum and refugs in the  oountery is

Lt . It is an evolving policy

pidad vy the pan-

o D Nlvumah. The  present Qovernmesnt

N Rl called a rather Libe and  open polioy

nowiErs near The w

towar

Amsrican refuges policy which Yuckesr  and  Tucker s  ha

@t

the "Guarded Gat

characherized

This is & policy which

o osmome peonle owd and obtbhers ding depending on bhe

et

ir S

Facs e 1

o litdos

i nvine

policy onow

e et avouyed bhose olaiming  to bhe

1
's]

thar

At

By

ahow,  they  have  besen left  alone Lo Fernd  For

=,  Boually the Liberian refugess are being brs

fugess

s myvEn Dhough they have no Formsal redfug



The Wider Refugees Question and Possible Solutions

tH

This  work has  looked &t bths problem of

smpt ion Dhat it & Function of  bhe

wme that the

biom

in L&) bhe orisis

of The underdevelopnes

of  demooracy and (o) e o

Flight From Soubthsrn AFeid

of  demooras

v ool

sndancy and  dmp ]

anarthsid atterndant b g ion and  discrimins

Foroed many ¥ Coubhaen Afrdioca and Manibia.

croaght victidms  are prodguchts of

wver Lopment .

urbancs of bthe  nabural

o That

fres A st bhe sy irormend and

culminated in

This hao

cirought o which Billed o ofF livelihood  of the

inhabhitants nams

whioh o them to leave btheir

LI RO

matiomal ddentity. The Doe
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Sfrican government, T came to power through a coup P etat,

madde & 2 clemooracy by orsfusing o give

o deal with opponsnts, and  when

W oarms a oivil o war e Lhat has

Cres

(et oo of Ay A ioa.

Ghane has plaved host  bo the thres groups

In providing &

T the o ey

withouwt & ola

s lwigl:

Ghana h

pnl oy mss

SLALEE . Eeen thouwgh  bths government has reached
some understandiogs with the  UNHCE in which the broad

principlies of  the UM and  OAL

onor

A ey ATENE

the gracmting of

il dar

This is the pe

Parns who hayve nob

oy @t

status but are heing trested as suoch. O the other hand ths

Mave b

gt in

13 is conoerned.

Wi have poilnted owt, iz owvery  much

alive to the peed For a law on refuges g LB CnE An

the pipslines., The 1w

pipeling  and it is o

ating its own problems

and  agenc

and MGOs  working with
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Fincing Solubions

Finding solutions  to bthe refug srobiiem  ds Fiesh oand

Foremost the problem ofF fFinding solutions  to the political

iwsuss that led to The problsm. ﬁt@in4 prats it aptly thus

"Retugess  are caused by government  acbtion and
achisving durable solutionsg  is  dependent on the
pmlitical will, diplomacy, and statesmanship of
gopver rmsnt .

Writing on what  ds to  be done abowt bhe rafuges problem,

[~
Iheant et al? point out

o

Thhat  demooranvg dwx Topmerd,  and human rights
Piold the key to solving the problem in the long
FUMY aaw M cmmﬁmrt@ shrugolse  For femnr e acy
ﬁwvw}ﬂpmwﬁt arng human g¥MJ aloms can provide

a lasbting %wlw“*mn ta f« D'“U?Pﬂ of refugess and
dispiaced i Afe b

x)..ex

b 1

i

i

incding solotions o The refuges problss ls theredore

highly political issue. The reason is that the rool causes
of refuges  Flights are political decision making. It is
gowarrment action that causes refugess and  a solubion muast
begin with Finding remnedies to those government actions that

gltimately  lead to the oreastion of refugess. We  wonld

sraming the scolubtions and possible solutioms  fFor the thres

cabsgorid of  refugesss we  have  discusssed  in thiﬁ work,
namely refugess Fromn Southsrn &Frica, Liberia and the Sahel.

Ty o examinstion of the csuses ‘Qﬁ the refuges Flow
From  Houthsrn &Frlos, we concludsd  that it has been
apartheid in  Sooth Africe and apartheidid and colonislism in

.

Mamibia. The Firat sten  bo

mlving the refuges

guestion in Sowthsrn AfFrica  was the rescolubtion of  the



Mard b The road to Mamiblan  independencs was

Lo . Trm people, lect by the Soubh

p

frganisation (SREPI

had o Fight &

against

ot racted

Sy Mamibisa  schieved independence on Z1 Maoroh

19590, The political negobtiations  that  led to NMamibian

irddepan ad drvolwved bhe W

Ganada, France,

EoL gy edaom

argd the .S.58. ~ Angola and Sowlh Africa. The UN Sescrebary-

arct i

@) lesc

grtensively In wat et AFrioa, arc

anlutions wilh government and obther leaders

ally the Front-ling ates, the OAL and the Soulh

----- Hemneral of Mamibias crbiations

alen  hebwsen  Angola, Cuba and  South

2
b

L Theas o B O T ol 1 irtroduotion

it MNamil slage of UM personmel - United Mabtions

Transibional Groxap CLIMT ARG arl ot e

groanisations of the LN

supervising and monitoring &

the formasl o

important deve

Ferst i L i Fhe e

=

wihiich was won Dy SWAaPT o Form the Firs irdependent Mamibis

b rn

Gover nments tions  remnoved the [ O o 1

Flight From Mamibia and  bthus &

promlen was  Founo, I

of  bthe Mamipian student
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Ghanaian schools went Daok o vobe in the slections and bhave

come back to complets their sducation.

The mor et el ol

formidable problem is

gee Blark  took over From

in bl S rdioa.” Bince  Fresidso

South Africa has moved slowly  along  the vosd  of

4 and the

ey at ds i, Melson Mandela,

AND and obher opposibtion parhias Dewmrn unbanned.

theres L&

Framss e

[l LS ONE T &

Damoocracy b
oo b i on gioups and the Mational government  is8 in

even though it hs

The pillars of apartheid have besn removed by bthe repesal of

cartain W, arnd the removal of the politiocal

Flight From Soubbh SfFrica also in proge

asiopulad oulmineg

armg  that  will have Found a2 solution o one . of Africa’s

g ordy boemis .

It ds only when the political side of Gt e

equaticon  has been solved that the WNMHOR can comse along with

Janising  volurtary  vepatriation which is

curabls solubtions Iy e LUIMHTE. For example  the

LIRE

of Mamibiar

6 I

exiles following the political ssttliement of that problem.

It has alre abriabtion ofF soms Soubh

vbriation would have bto sawait

rdcan sdiles bubt oa




ser bhe ANG andg the

N

{at ional governmant.

fal

Finding a  solution to the Liberian ori ds proving

it s

Cablae, BEDOWASR leaders have beern doing all they can to

Fimgd the political  solubtion to the oivil  war wihich  has

country dnto Dwog I

iy, hhe

wihvioh ds about YOU of  the counbry

ancd ths fmno

Sawyer rul

of mainly Monvovia,

0 pyEa e kg

o

aping Fovoe oalled EC

oul & stop to ths carnags bhat was going on bthe  counbery in

ECOMOL has achisved limited sucomses.

b esmbey the Libsrlian rebsls agresd o key

ifaving the foundations for a stiated end bo the

country s odlvil

W o

meant sigred in

dF Ivoire &

JWasE lea

conflicting Factions

mobhe war, a decision by  the

Mational Fatriotic Front of Libheria (MFFLY o dig

zigrnated sites

ghigarmanent and snocanpment of the rebel wearring Factions are

to e supsryd

v bhe peace b CI0G T

MEFL s leaders reocogoibtion of ECOMOG

a  mignif

ion. That rec stems From  tha

to send  troops to doin ECOMOG, MFL

GBammit . wWhdoh was  chaired by Fresident

Falix Houphowet-Bolgny, said they  hoped the maximam si:

06 wou

sach nation’s contingsnt  dn B

Troons.
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The MPFL belisves wants to prevent Me. Tavior

i derh, has around 5,000 troops in the Foroes.

The  MNPFL has

rounchesr utele Fol Lowing

irg pi

o~

territory by Foroe

invasion  of

toval  to the murdered

=1 Dog. fhe invaders Bnown & e

Lodboesp

Urited Liberian Movemsnt For Demooracy (ULIMDD have declared

@t hhe NEFL. takdlng oo

their intenbion bo pr

anot her NEE

10

comprdes Five  menbesrser bwo esach Froam

PV ENT T

anc bthe MPFL, and a  Fi

nominated by The elscbions are to e supsrvissd

From  the International Megobtiations

by bhe Former WL 8,

Carter. The apparent

of bhe meeting -~ after hwo

ancilusive earliesr i Yamo Ak o~

attributed larg orn Cote o Tvodirs and The

i
-]

o

FEL o come bo o

West &fFrican diplomats

helieve that the L it owas not prepared

Franoce and its

placed above  Lhe

2

i bhe w of bhe politic

the Migerian influsnes amd its dominanoces of the

peacelesnlng Foros., This inditi

megot il ated el b the war involving
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o

siy Uenegalssg  Lroops), 88 &N 8HOUES. It September 1993

some  Five hundred ECOMOGE troops were disarmed and  taken

pra by BMPFLS o wibhelran

S . This has led

From Charles held territory. The implicationsg of

this g that & solubion to bthe Liberisa orisis would be long

in coming and the refugess  would be din Ghanae For  soms bine

o come. Tl snlution to  the causes  of  bthe Fliaght of

wi

refugess  fFrom the Sahel iz nobt as straight  forward as the
causes of the Flight From Boubthsrn Africs and Libsria. The
R

cause  of bhe f£light  From  the Sabhel the politics

et
i

degcision making  regarding the ohoios of development

rategy.  This cohoice gos far back to the colonial sra

whan  the French  ohose to  develop the Niger River Basdn
around the @Ibmw of the Niger into é Seeord Egypl. The
affect  of this choice was Lo increase human pressurs on the
Gahglian snvivoenment which gradually becams hostile. Thige
choloce of developnent shrategy was  at variance with ths way

the people of the Sahel have used the environmernt  over the

mantus1mmk The tracditional oboices that the pesoples of Lthe

Sahel mate in the wse of the Bahel esnvivormment emabled them

drought more effectively  than

s

to deal with Lhe ef
M
The solutions  to the Flight From the BSahel therefore

Tigs in political ohoico

over development strategy. Those

Loder s, Deve lopment

heavily infFluenosd by out

.

]
i
r
it
]
l-?.

he Sahel by bthe FAD s office Ffor Sahelian HEslief
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peration (08RG as garly as May 19735 stressed high-growth

agriculiure, The aim we

clesve Lopment and intensidi

it s
Forl Loasg

o Ydavelop” the Satel, ths rural sconomy sush be
monetized. And  to begin with, bthe mnost reluctant
of the nomad population must be Forced to enhar
it the markel economy. They must be obligsd to
eall their livestook, and to do this, the enbtive
animal production of the countries concerned mash
e reaovganized by supervising ©b Prmmacds o aninal
Y .

Based on fthis thinking various development plans have bDean
slgned betwesn the Sahel countries and a2id agencies.

plamns  are all concerned  with the Ffipancing of ranohes and

Fatbhening  centers For  slaughter houses. el

advorated For "sore Ffundsmental economic and  social changes

i

must be promoted iF bthe people are to  enjoy substantially

jiH

i

higher living standards. This appliss particularly to the

nomadic  population of  the lowesr rainfFall aress, whare

transhumnance is the normal way of Lide. S0 long as they are

o,

tied to their traditional methods of  livestook production,

i

imvodving long  migerations, diveot  dependencs on ssasonsl
pashure and watsgr, and isclation From the rest of the

community, bthey have only limited scope for achieving bigher

)

This was

uld Ter  mames

living standards and preater ssocurily.
vision which  had ingpired the Frenoch development policy in

"

1928 when bthey spoks of “the MNils of Mest aFricab. Mot hid ng
seaem Lo have beern learnsd by bthe Sshelian countries and the

ald  asgenci The ocountyi

have  followsd development
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ke

representation at either national oy international  lesvel

cornbinue  to bhe  bthe ohied victims of  bhe

g developnent
s e mE s . The fundamertal problem i how to mainbain the
Sahel as a wviable sres For human habitation. The answer

lies with political choic

on development  strategiess For
Lhe Gahely

Some students of  developmesnt are of fthe visw  that the

Bahel  and its people have resched the polnt  of no return.
They argus For a withdrawal From bThe Sahsel with the reason

Lhat the traditional economy is axhausted that the

pastoralists are now vreduced o selling their only capital,
theidr livestoclk: their spvirvonment bas been degreded bhsvond

e

{"3
o
L
]
~
g

their  governments which suecesdsd the Fremnch have

insuffFicient resources to manage even their settled peoples,
ity take prioritvy and  the only remaining  option iz to

: ull -

resettle  the nomads  in smore accessible arsas. These
proposals,  apart from bthe fact that they take no account of
the wishes of the peopls they affect would appererntly
el ve intensified Food cropping, meat  ranching  and

marketing and resettlement of the populations, Agadnst bhis

J. Bwifr B argues bthat  nomadic  btranshumance s
suffering  less political pressure  than in the davs of
raddings  that the nomads do not favour agricuitur&g that
withadrawal would lssve a huge area of vacant  land which

might be of positive sconomic valus to the Sahelian nationsg

and that resettlement is the recipe For disaster as before.
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declaration at ths time of signabure, ratifFication or
BOOESE LM, ; i owhioch of ﬁ;m%a mEAaAnings 1t mﬂb}lbn
the purpose of its obligations under this Tonventioan,.

"}‘s

-

(&) By Dontracting  Shate wltd
alternative (&) mavy at any  fime sxbtend its obl
adopting alisrnstive (k) by  meEarns &
addressed to the Ssovebtary-Gansral of the United

Cadontad
ions Dy
Lrdcation

L This Convention shall oease to spply Lo any parson
Falling wnder the terms of section A 1F":

P

1) Me bas wvoluntarily rpee-savalled  bdmssld of bthe
protection of the country of s nationaliftyy or

{2 Having lost  his nebtionality, he  has wvoluntarily
re-atguired ity or

CEy Ma has aoguired a naw natimﬁwlﬁtvn and eniovs the
protvection of the country of his new mationalibvs

-~
B

F in the
mwing bo

(i He has woluntarily re-established  hims
country  which he left or oubtside which he remains:
Fear of perssoutiong o

£

L5 He oan no longer, becauss bhe oliroumstancss in
conmsction with  which he h;% ean recognized as PELLG
A e toy muist, continue o refuss to avall bhimseld of

the protechtion of the country m@ hig

Frovided  that this pavagraph = nmt anwlv ta &
refuages Falling wunder Section & (1) of this fArticlse who is
abple to  invoke compelling  reas Un» arising ﬂu& of preasyious
f sgeadt Lon For orefusing to avall himselfd of bthe probtection
o the country of m&timmality;

(&) Being & paerson who bhas o nationality he is,
hecausse  the circumstanos L monnedion with which  he has
norecognizsed as s redfugess have coesased bo exist, able to
r@tutm oy the country of bhis formnse habitual residence.

0

Frovided that this paragraph shaell nobt  apply to
rafuges Falling unosy Ldon A (LY of bthise Srbicle  who i
abile to  dnvoeks compelling  reasons srising out  of pravious
parseoubion g rc{ucjﬂm to return to the counbtey  of hi
Formaer habitusl residence.

'y

-

i

0. This Comvention shall not apply o persons who are
at praesent receiving  From organsg or agencies of  the United
Matiorns obher Lhun the  Unidted Mabions High Dosmissionsre for
Fefugees protection or assistanoe.
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Srtiocle 31

REFUGEES UNLAWFULLY IM THE COUNTRY OF REFLUGE
e T { e “mﬁtractéﬁm
on scoount of  thedr 111lsga
whiy,  ocoming odir by From \xy whsrs  their life or
Frasdom was threstened in s ofF fArticie 1y, enter or
arse  pressent i their territory  withowt aubhorization,
provided they pressnt  Chemselves withowt delsy to  the
authoritiss and show good  causs For thelr illegal sntry or
P

111 ot dimpose penalblies,
PDrBRENTe, on retugees

1
.;.."'

WoE
Z. The Contracting States shall not apply o bto the
movements of such 10%&@@“% rashrictions obher tf;
which ars neosssary and st restrictionsg shall only  bas
applied until theilr status in the country is regulavized o
Thww obtain adnission drto another countey.  The Conbracting

States shall allow sucnhn refugs # reasonable period and a1l
thm necessary fFacllities to tain admission  dnbto another
Courtry .

g ooy

Article 22
EXFLULETON
1. The Contracting States shall net ewpel 2 refuges

3!13y iy thedir  bterritory save on o grounds of ma?'mm%;
iy oo public order.

: mhall brey onily in
accordancs with  dus

o The supulsion of  such a redfug
pn“wuﬁnc& of e decision resched  in
af law.  Ex mMp whare compelling reasons of national
ur:i. ot hsruilise reguire, thﬁ rafuges shall be allowed to
;uum:% evidence ho olesr himself, and to appeal and hbe
reprsasnted for the purpose  bedfore competent authoribty or &
DEUeon o : specially  designated by bthe oompsbant
authority.

.

e The Contracting States shall allow such a refuges a
reasonabhls period within shich to sesk legal admission into
asnother oountey. The Combracting States ressrve bthe right
to apply dmriﬁg that period such internal measuwres as  bhey
may cEsm N g :
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