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This dissertation examines the process of labour 

~tabilization on the commercial farms in the Southern Province. 

of Zambia bebieen 1945 and 1980. · lt does. this by attempting ·: 
. . .. -

to show how post-Second World War technological innovattrin*; 

rural-to ... rural migrations~ landlèssness and population 

increase~ increased investments and· re-investments 9: thà 
shift in agricultural p·roduction, and the participation of 

. . -~ 

priva te and paras tata 1 companies. in çgricul ture contribùtéd~:1(·' :·::: r< 
to the process of labour stabilization on the commercial,:. _,,.,-

farms. 

Post .. second World War mechanical and bio-chei'u.1ical · · . .'

innovations were instrumental in the evo1ution of a permanent··, 
. .. '.' 

skilled labour force on the commercial farms. Equal:1.f:.:.·:.· ... , . 

instrumental were rural-to-rural migration, that. is, the · .. . : . . ~ 

the commercial farms along the Hne-of-rail, and the 

development of the enclosure system and natural. populatiorr · 
.· .• -· 

in the native reserves. The colonial state was largel)( . ·< 
indifferent towards the process of rural labou~;:: 

• ' ".,'f. 

stabi11zation as evidènced by. ·ït.s;:refusal to part1cipat~}\/ 
. ·: 

' . . ;. ' 

· ·. in . the product1.on and provision of ttorkers • 'bouses on · the.: ·:·,:-

. commercial farms. Hm·tevers during the co1on1a1 ··period·?\({ 
,' . . . . . ' . 

rural proletariat was formèd· on the farms •. This. 

V 
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lacked access to the means of production; particularly 

land, and was conscious of 1ts c1ass position and 

capable of taking class action or struggles. 

Increased investment in farm machinery and farrn 

vehicles and the consolidation of the enclosure system 

in the v·illages or customary lands further strengthened 

the process of labour stabilization in the post-co1onial 

period~ More skilled labour was required to operate 

tractors~ trucks~ and combine harvesters. At the same time; 

landlessness in the villages increased the participation · 

of the local plateau Tonga in permanent wage employment on.··· 

the farms. Like the ~olonial state, the post-colonial 

state VJas more concerned with creating material conditions, 

for prqductior. and not vdth guaranteeing farm 1abour's 

improved working and living conditions. This was shovm by 

the post-colonial state 1 s generally anti-labour position.· 

particularly in relation to workers' housing and 

unionization. 

The diversification of crop production, the return 

to beef production~ and the introduction of _irrigation after 

1975 broadened and consolidated the process of. labour 

.stabilization on the farms. ·irrigation 1ed to demand for 

vi 
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~ relatively large permanent unskilled labour force whilst 
i 
1 

at the same time increasing the skilled labour component 

to operate tractors, trucks, and combine harvesters. There 
1 

was also increased participation of companies in 
! 

agricultural and pastoral production. Following. arecognit-

ipn agreement between the National Union of Plantation and 
' 1 

1 

~gricultural Workers and the Commercial Farmers Bureau in 
1 

1974, the former opened several union branches particularly 

~n the company-owned farms. Thus, by 1980, the process of 
1 

fural proletarianization on the commercial farms in the 

Southern Province was completed. 
1 

1 
1 

1 
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îh1s study examines the process of labour stab11ization. 

on the cooimen:fol farms in Zambi.a .(-formerly Norther11 Rhodesia) · .. 

from 1945 to 19800 It is based on_ a case-study of thi!> three. ·· 

agriculturally advanced districts .. in the Southern Province~ 

name1y Mazabuka, Monze and Choma.l 

•,, 

/. 

' ,.; 
•,,·.''.. - .. ::,: 

Fan1 labour, like mine labour and other fonus of ·w(J·ge.: .·· .. -:,-. · · .:.: 

evnploymenti, was one of ttrn most important ways through .. i11hidt·.':_.·· 

Africans were dravm into the wage labour system upon the . : 

introduction of colonial r~le.. However~ fam labour has 

received relatively 1 ittle scholarly attention. 

prompted Kusum Oatta ta write: 

Historica 1 research ofte·n reflects the 
dominant contemporary economic trends. 
Mining capital and its inteï·ests not 
only dominated the political-économic 
pol i.cies of the state in Zambia from 
the colonial to the post-co1onia1 t1mes, 
it equally capti~ated the attention of 
historions of Zambia far tO-O longo 
ConsequentlyD the voluminoµs .labour 
historiography of Zambt~ sheds· littli 
light on the dynamics of farm labourd 

Furthermore, literature on the l"'ural communities s·hows.a 

preponderance of studies on th~ development of European 

agricu 1 ture .2,er se and on the ·.peas·antr·y ~ 3 

The present study marks a significant theor~tkal. arid ,. .. : 

methoclolog'ica l depï,rture from the ex.i:sting works on fam . 

. laboor in · z~moia.. The preceding woris have . been conceivad 

. ' 
..... :.· 

. ,•} 

/· 
. ·. ( 

1 1;_: 
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2 

within the underdevelopment theory explicitly or 

implicitly. 4 A1though the uncterdevelopment theory îs 

helpful in understanding the development of capitalism 

in peri phera l social formations and thei r a·rti cu1 ation with 

the metropo 1 itan countri es, it overl ooks the importance of 

internal factors such as class formation in the former6 5 

The discourse of historical materialism, which views social 

classes as historical categories which arise in the process 

of the development of production, is more useful •. As 

Samir Amin has noted, the concepts of historical 

materialism such as means of production~ relations of 

production, and social class 'have scientific value only 

to the extent that they possess universal arialytical 

appl ic.abil ity. 16 

Lytton ,Zgambo • s work on labour on the commerci a 1 farms 

in the Eastern Province of Zambi a focused on land 

alienation, labour mobiliz<1tion~ the social and economic 

conditions of 1 abour 1 and wori<ers' responses. to the poor 

conditions between 11339 and 1964. Zgambo ·· conc1uded that 

both peasant and commercial farming 'ln the province were 

underdeveloped. This was due to labour migration from the 

province to more attractive labour markets in the Southern 

African economic region. 7 Zgambo 1 s conclusion 1s at 

Vùriance with th.e situation obtaining in the Southern 
(, . 

Province of Zambi a where ·, bath peasant farmi ng from .the 1930s · 

onwards, and commercial agriculture, prosp~rect. 8 
.. 

Zgambo 1 s pr~1-occupa.tion with the. negative effects of.· 

. ·,_ 

.. :9-
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3 

land alienation and labour migration and with poor 

worki ng and 1 i vi ng c-onditi ans on the farms made him fan 

to discern the process of rural class formation~ In this 

study I argue that a. class of rural workers was· formed on 

the commercial f arms in the Southern Province in the 

process of capitalist agricultural production. In marxist 

jargon tllis class could be called .a 11 rural pro1etariat 11
Q

9 

ïhis class was partially or wholly dependent on money wages 

for its daily up-keep and long-term reproduction. Certain 

sections of this rural proletariat lacked access to the 

mr:ans of production or to productive property of its own 

thf.=reby mak"ir:g it dependent or partial 1y dependent on the 

farm t'!ages. 

Zgambo's study has methodo1ogica1 weaknesses because 

it is almost exclusively based on written and archival 

sourc•?s. 80th written and archival sources are subject to 

author-bias which could be ideological or political and 

even social. Reports of administrative staff and 

agricultural staff that replete archives tend to reflect 

official state positions.. Hcnc'.:, on their own archiva.l 
i..,t \ 

sources cannot be the basis·of àn objective study.:-. Oral. interv~e\vS 

have the important function of supplèinenting and ver'ifying· 

· documented history by the insiders or the actors themselves, · · 

in thi s case the farmers, farm workers, and other persons. 

In addition to intervie~'1s 0 I administered a questionnaire: 

to the farmers. This 1;;ay, a 1 arger .number of farmers \•tas 
0 

' 

; ·.-·), 
: .-;. 
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reached than could have been case if the field research 

was only confined to interviews. Both the interviews and 

the questionnaires have evident value in th~t they enable 

us to know, among other things, the views and opinions of 

the workers and the employers and the duration of time 

spent in wage employment by the former. Such information 

becomes vital in assessing the levels of proletarianiza

tion. 

Datta's unpublished seminar paper is also based on 

\)1\'"itten and ë\ rcbi va. l Si!ltffces. She was concerned wi th the 

role of the Zambian colonial state, through the African 

Labour Corps (ALC), in mobilizing labour for agrarian 

capital between 1942 and 1952 particularly in _the Lusaka 

and Chisamba areas where l~bour shortages were more 

acute. 10 Because of the limited scope of her paper, we 

learn little or nothing about the making of a rural 

class of wage-earners on the commercial fatms. 

The concept of 11 peasant-worker 11 which Datta used 

for migrant farm labour has little analytical value to the 

Southern Provinc~ particularly during the period she is 

. considering. The concept denotes that workers retained 

strong ties with their home villages and that they were not 

proletarianized as a consequence~ Yet, in 1952, GoJ. 

· Labuschagne, the District Assistant for Maz~buka district, 

noted that on S.A. Andresen 1 s farm: 'Quite a number of his 

emp1oyees have been with him for twenty to thirty years. •11 

Certainly, these workers who had wor~ed for such a long .. . 

) 
.. 1 

,,J•. 
,.:,. ,_r, 

' .,) 

·, ;,, 

. "' 
·l·l' 

'· '. ~ ·r. 
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5 

period of time could not be categorized as "peasant~ ·~ 

workers .11
,, 

Similarly, the assertion by Vai Daka that during the 

colonial period a rural proletariat in Zambia was difficult 

to identHy is untenable.12 The argument is not based on 

•, ~ :t 

empirical evidence. Unlike Oaka, Gilbert Mudenda identlfied ~J 

agricultural workers, composed of plantation (including 

permanE:·nt workers on the commercial farms} and seasonal 

workers, as the second l a'rgest. :. section of the Zambian 

working class.13 

Wha.t emerges from the aforesaid is that the tendency 

to vie\'J agricultural labour as being exclusively made up 

of seasonal workers is potentially misleading. A 

distinction has to be made between the unskilled and 

sea.sona 1 emp 1 oyees on the one band and the uns ki 11 ed and 

skilled permanent employees on the other.14 It is thè· 

latter group that formed the back-bone of the stabilizéd ·· 

agricultural labour force. Labour stabilization is an 

important measure of the level of proletarianization, that 

is 0 increased or permanent involvement in wage labour as 

a result of the separation from the means of production~ 

notably land • 

. AIMS Of THE STUDY 

This study sets itself two broad aims. The first one 

is to examine the process of labour stab·llization on .the 

commercial farms. I <1rgue that teçhnologica.l changes in 

CODESRIA
-LI

BRARY



6 

commercial agriculture after 1945 strengthened the process 

of labour stabilization. As used in this dissertation, 

11 commercial farms 11 are pastoral and agricultural enterprises 

on crownland or stateland which, until 1964, were owned by 

the white farmers. Before 1964, commercial farms were also 
' 

known as 1'settler farms 11
, {;,~

1white·f farms!1
, and 11 European 

farms 11
• After 1964 some Afri can farmers joi ned the ranks 

of commercial farmers following the departure of some white 

farmers from Zambia in the wake of national political 

independence. African farmers on the settlement schemes 

and in the villages are excluded from my definition of a 

11 commercial farmer 11 because of the lower level , of 

capitalization in this group. 11 Labour stabilization 11 means 

the evolution of a permanent labour force which could be 

skilled and unskilled. The existence of a permanent labour 

force calls for better housing, wages, and social facilities 

in addition to the acquisition of manual and technical 

skills. In urban sociological theory, 11 stabilization 11 

means permanent residence in the urban areas.15 In this 

case, it means permanent residence on the commercial farms 

or in the rural areas and not in the urban areas. 

I further argue that rura 1 ;..to-rura 1 migration, that 

is, migration from the relatively poor districts and 

provinces to the commercial farms along the line-of-rail, -

and landlessness hastened the process of labour 

stabilization on the commercial farms. The two processes 
" . 

r 

<$' 

,, 

·,; 
·,: 

. 'I ., 
,·, 

,,:_, 
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were instrumental to the de~elopment of commercial 

agriculture. 16 

7 

The second aim is to examine bath colonial and post

co l oni al agri cultural 1 a bour po 1 i cy -parttcutarly.:,~in-./,; re 1 ati on 

to farm housing and the unionization of farm labour. I 

argue that the state, as a dominant fraction in Society, 
' ! 

can either slow down or accelerate the process of class 

formation by virtue of its ability to formulate 

agricultural policy or legislation. For instance, the 

state can slow down class formation by merely creating 

material conditions for production alone without ensuring 

labour 1 s reproductive needs. At the same time the state 

can accelerate class formation ·by guaranteeing labour 1 s 

reproductive facilities such as housing and improved 

k. d"t" 17 wor 1ng con, ions. 

This dissertation is organized into five chapters. 

After the introduction, chapter two examines the process 

of labour stabilization on the commercial fq·rms between 

1945 and 1964. The third chapter examines post-colonial 

labour stabilization and policy. The fourth chapter 

briefly examines the impact of the diversification of 

commercial agricultural production and the introduction of 

irrigation on the stabilization of farm labour between 

1975 and 1980. 

conclusion. 

. 
'! 

The final chapte.r is a summary and 

"' . 

·, 

'·, 
1 

' ,, -
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

1n·southern Africa, Zambia was the northern-most out-~st 

of British political and economic interests initially 

represented by Cecil Rhodes' British South Africa Company 

(BSACO). At first the British Colonial Office was opposed 

to large-scâle white settlement north of the Zambezi river. 

Lord Milner, the High Cornmissioner for South Africa between 

1897 and 1905, regarded the area north of the Zambezi as 

a tropical dependency, li ke Uganda, whi ch was unsuitab 1 e 

for large-scale white settlement. His successor, Lord 

Selbourne, shared a similar view. 18 

The BSACO officials "on the spot" whilst accentuating 

to Zambia 1 s initial role as a labour reservoir for the mines 

and farms in Zimbabwe (formerly Southern Rhodesia) and South 

Africa, had other views. They realised that progress north 

of the Zambezi river could only corne about through large-

scale white agrarian settlement. White settlement was 

encouraged in the areas which were considered suitable 

particularly along the lin~-of-rail from Livingstone to the 

Copperbelt. 19 In the Southern Province the first farm was 

granted in January 1902 in the Kalomo area to H.F. Walker, 

1a famous hunter and transport rider. 120 

Most of the white farmers from Zimbabwe and South 

Africa were attracted into the. Southern Province, 

particularly after the extension of the rail line from 

Livingstone to the Katanga (now Shqba) copper mines between .. 
' 

1905 and 1910, by the prospects of. ac·quiring cheap land, 

,:.·, 

! ·'' 

. i:,I· . ,, 

','•;, 

. .H' ,,;, 
,.•:, 
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9 

labour, and cattle. ,By 1908 there were sixty-eight farms 

in the then North-Wes te,rn Rhodes i a. Out of the se fa rms, 

fifty-ejgnt were occupied, thirty of them by ·the relatively 

well ~apitalized farmers. 21 Most of these early farmers 

had little capital and farming experience. At times, they 

combined farming with cattle trading and transport riding. 22 

They produçed maize and beef for the 1 imited domestic and 

the Shaba markets. 

For a while, the. Zambian Copperbelt construction boom 

of the late 1920s boosted commercial agriculture. A Land 

Settlement Board was established to encourage white 

immigration and to provide agricultural loans to the 

farmers. In 1929, an agri cul tura 1 research station was 

opened at Mazabuka to provide ·expertise to white farmers. 

The process of land alienation was hastened in order to give 

room to an anti ci pated influx of white farmers. But the 

boom was eut short by the World Depression of 1929 which 

rui ned many farmers. In order to prote et the white -farmers 

from African producers in the post-depression period, · the 

colonial state introduced the Maize Control Board in 1936 

which in part offered higher price for white produced maize. 23 

Generally,the problems of capital, expertise, climatic 

conditions, market fluctuations, lack of a clear BSACO. 

agricultural policy, and competjtfon:lS:: within the Southern 

Afri can economi c reg ion hampered the fu 11 'deve l opment of -

white agriculture in the first four decades of colonial 

rule. 24 
.. 

Before the introduction of tractors largely in the 

post-: Second· Worl d ~Jar period, ox-drawn technol ogy was used 

,· 
','.'; 

-'1 
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10 

widely by the white, farmers. As Lewis Gann has noted, by 

1913 some farmers were a1ready using a wide range of ox

drawn agricul~ural · machinery. These included implements 

such as ox-drawn Deere di sc pl oughs, di sc harrows, zi z-zag 

harrows, mould-board ploughs, cultivators, chains, and 

stink-wood yokes. 25 The average number of pl oughs owned 

by the farmers was ei ght. Over twenty men were requi red 

to handle five ploughs in turns. In addition, a similar 

number of men was required to9uid~the animals. 26 In other 

words, ox-drawn plough technology required a large unskilled 

seasànal labour force. Bio-chemical technology was still .1 

rudimentary. Cow-dung was used widely to fertilize crops. 

Hybrid maize seed was still non-existent. 

· The genera l ly poor performance of white agriculture 

before 1945 was responsible for high labour turnover on the 

commercial farms. Absenteeism, desertions, and general 

perfi dy were the order of the day on the farms. Referri ng 

ta labour problems in all the farming districts in Zambia 

in 1938, G. St. J. Orde Browne, the head of the commission 

of inquiry appointed to inquire into the labour problems 

of Zambia, had this to report: 

The principal difficulties are: a poor 
supply of labour at all times, with a 
definite shortage at seasons of special 
agricultural importance; irregular 
attendance, with the resultant evils of 
ill-organized work schedules; and a 
general unreliability of the native 
worker. The usual vicious circle exists: 
l ow-grade labour, worth on ly a meagre wage; 
poor housing and rations as a result; 
consequent unpopul arity of the area; and a 
stead~7 degeneration o9.f the whole standard of 
work. 

.·,, 
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In the pre-Second World War period local plateau Tonga worked 

on the farms when in need of money ta pay taxes and ta meet other 

obligations. 28 Target labour denotes the delayed proletarianization 

of the peasantry and was dittated by the requirements of nascent capita-} 

list agriculture whose labour demands wer~ largely seasonaI. 29 · 

The local Tonga were prone ta desertion and absenteeism. Brutality 

by some white farmers and resentment by the local people over the 

loss of land were also responsible for the unreliability of local 

Tonga labour. It is partly for this reason that local Tonga labour 

was regarded by the white farmers and the colonial officials as 

unreliable and dishonest. 30 

Despite the initial unreliability of local Tonga labour, 

farm work did in fact provide an alternative ta the long, and 

often dangerous journeys ta the labour markets. in Zimbabwe 

and South Africa and, from the late 1920s, ta the Zambian 

Copperbelt. By selling their labour-power on the farms, the 

plateau Tonga were able to earn money with which ta buy 

capital goods such as ploughs, consumer goods, and pay taxes 

and meet education, health and court expenses. 

In Zambia, the Native Tenancy Agreement was operative 

from 1921 in order ta ensure an interna! flow of labour on 

the white farms. The Tenancy system was officially terminated 

in 1924. As Samuel Chipungu has argued, by 1924, 'most 

settlers had either improved their estat~s or were eager ta 

improve even the land the tenant occupied. Settlers 

therefore relied upon wage labour to ensure continued 

,· 
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production. 131 Labour tenancy closely corresponded w1th ·~ 

phenornenon known as "primitive accumulation". This is 

accumulation prior in time tô full capitalist production. 

Giovanni Arrighi hacl defined this process, which he ca11s 

11 primary accumulationu, 1 as a process in ~Jhich non-market 

mechanisms preciominate ••• , .. The process is compïeted when 

the gap i s so wi de tha t producers in the non-capita 1î s t 

sector are prepétred to sel1 their labour-time 
~ 

"spont~neously_11 at \-Jhatever \vage rate is consistent with. 

steady accumulation in the capita1ist sector.• 32 Primitive· 

accumulation characterized pre-Second World War socio~ 

economic relations in Zarnbia. 

Partly br::cause of th-2 terrnination of the Tena.ncy 

sys tP.rn~ is ~Jv i den ce of incre0sed African 

pRrticipôtion in wa.ge ldbour on the whiti: farms. In 1928, 

it was reported that: 1 There is a class of labourers that· 

prefers farm-v1ork and vJÏ 11 accf.:>pt no other. • 33 Further 

evidencc from Chief Simuyobi'.s area in Mazabuka district· 

shows that between 1939 and 1940, out of forty-one able

bodied men \·1orking in the territory, mainly on the white 

farms, twenty-:011e cf thern had b1::en in empl oymen·t for over 

two yeL1rs~4 If proletvr.ianization is measured by the 

duration of time spent in \'/age ernployment, them this 

process was present in the pre-1945 period. 

However, the pre-1945 fonns of proletarianizatior, . . . , 

were markedly different from those in the post-1945 per1od~ 

.. . 
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example, the pre-1945 form of prolètarianization was mostly 

charac.terized by reproduction of the unskilled labour force 

partly due to_ relatively shorter duration 1n employme11t · 

-most of the workers experienced. Post-1945 forrn of -

proletariani:z"ation was largely· characterized by acquisition _ 

of technical skills as a result of technological changes 

that _took place in commercial _agriculture. Moreoveri, 

because of the problem of 1andlessness, capitalist 

relations of production in the post-1945 period were marked 

by the 1oss of access to the means of production by the 

farrn \cJOrkers. 

furthermore, for reasons rangi ng from famine to loss 

',' 
:,: 

.: ~ 

of land due to the construction of the Kariba Di:lm in the , :~i(li 
. ~· ,,~.~-:·-.:~. ·! ..• l:1~~:~~tJl 

1950s, there \.sldS cons ide rab 1e movement in large numbers 

of the Gwembe Valley Tonga. to the plateau. Most of .the 

Va 11 E:y Tonga sought emp 1oyment on the farms and ne ver went 

back to the famine-prone f.iwembe district.35 The va1ley 

Tonga tended to be more pro1etarianized compared with the 

plateau Tonga. This phenomenon.of rural-to-rural migration· 

which also involved labour frorn other provinces such as' 

~fostern, Eastern, Northern, and North-l-Jestern, was · 

instrumental in the development of commercial agriculture. 

Labour was drawn from the relatively remote a,reas ta more·_ 

developed centres of ca_pi.talist àgricultural production.· _ 

lt could be said that target and migratory fonus 
.. 

of labour organization in the pre-Sècond World War period 

. ·.'-.( 
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corresponded wi th the lever and demands of commerè i a 1 
. . 

agriculture. The nature of·technology entailed that labour 

was rarely stabil ized as it remained 1arge1y seasonal and· 

unskilled except iri a few ~ases. High labour turnover in 

the pre-Second World War period goes to explain that 
. . 

relations between agrùrian capital and fann labour during 

this period were notas yet strong. In the native reserves 

or villages~ landlessness had not yet become hïghly marked. 

As a result of this, potential proletarians could still 

fall back to the land, d major means of production. 

GEOt-iAAPHICAL LOCATION 

14 

In the Southern Province, commercial farms were 

established along the line-of-rai1 on what is commonly 

knm•m as the Tonga Plateau. The Tonga plateau is part of . · 

the eas tern, central and -.southern African plateau system. 

The Tonga plateau lies between the Kafue river in the north 

and the Zambezi river to the South. The altitude ranges 

from 914 to 1,542 met res above the sea l eve 1 with Choma 

as the highest point. 

The plateau is mainly gently undulating savanna 

woodland a.nd. grassland country • The sandy plateau sons 

· in the Choma and Kalomo. districts gradually' give way to 

the ri cher upper va li ey so'ils as the plateau gently drop~. 

· · northwards towards the Kafue r1yer. ln the · east,:, the 
. . . 

plù.teau dips fairly steeply towat"dS the Zambezi escarpment. 

Here, escarpment hi 11 soi l s predominate. ~Jest of Choma& · 

; ., .. '(, 
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the plateau sands give way to .the Kalahari bracken-sands. 

Southwards, the.plateau drops gently towards the 

Musi-0-Tunya (Victoria) Falls. Rainfall decreases from the 

north to the south so that M.azabuka to the north is 

relatively well-watered compared ~ith Kalomo further south. 

The soi1s and rainfall distribution influenced the 

agricultural pattern that evolved in the Southern Province. 

Choma and Kaloma districts became predominantly tobacco 

growing because of the sandy soils whereas Monze and 

Mazabuka became maize growing districts because of the 

relatively rfrhif soils. Cattle ranching was common in all 

the districts. Most of the commercial farms were located 

in the Mazabuka district which also had the advantage of 

being closer to Lusaka and the Copperbelt, the major markets 

for agricultural and pastoral produce. 

on the extent of land.alienation). 

., 
' 

(Sëè àlso Appendix II 

. .. , ... : ... 

. \.é: 

·, .·, 
.";,:: 

CODESRIA
-LI

BRARY



1 

1 
ri 
~· 

1 
j 

Il 

Source:S.N. Chipungu, The State, ~echnology and 
Peasant Differentiation in Zambia:A Case 
Stud of the Southern Province, 1930-1986 
Lusaka:Historical Asso-èiation of Zambia, 

1988), p.19. 
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CHAPTER ONE - NOTES 
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CHAPTER nm 

LABOUR STABllIZATiON ON COMMERCIAL FARMS AND THE COLONIAL 

STATE, 1945-i964 

This chapter examines the process of labour 

stabilization on the corrnnercial farms between 1945 and 1964. 

I argue t~at technological changes in COll)fTlercial agriculture 

after 1945 strengthened and broadened the stabilization of 

farm labour. This process was facilitated by rural-ta-rural 

migration and landlessness. I also examine the role of the 

colonial state in relation to the stabilization of farm 

labour. My contention is that technological changes rather 

than state intervention were more important in the process 

of labour stabilization even though the colonial state 

fully recognized the need to stabilize farm labour. As a 

matter of fact the Northern Rhodesia Government did little 

or nothing to accelerate labour stabilization particularly 

in relation to the production and provision of farm housing. 

POST-SECOND WORLD WAR INNOVATIONS IN AGRICULTURE . ·:} 

Post-Second World War technological innovations were 

bath mechanical and bio-chemical. Mechanical technology 

involved the wide-spread use of tractors and tractor-drawn 

implements such as ploughs, harrows, cultivators,sub-soilers~ 

and planters. Bio-chemical innovations were in the form of 

chemical fertilizers and hybrid maize seed (SR 52). 

As seen in chapter one, pre-1945 agriculture was 

largely dependent on the use of ox:drawn technology. The 
"' 1 

situation changed dramatically after 1945 with the 

introduction of tractors and related implements. Despite 
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the post-Second World War ~horta~e of agricultural 

implements, the-tempo of mechanization went ahead. In 1947, 

the Livingstone Mail carried this advertisement: 1 Farm 

Mechanization [limited] have the pleasure in announcing that 

a demonstration of the Ferguson tractor and system of 

mechanized farming will take place at Mr. J.J. Potgieter's 

farm. 1 1 

The established farmers were mechanizing at a fast 

rate. Even the new farmers were advisèd in 1948 1 to 

concentrate at first on types of agriculture which call 

for as little manual labour as possible.•2 In order to 

faci l itate the mechani zation of commercial agriculture '"the 

minimum capital qualification for general mixed farmin6'- ') 

purposes was put at f3,000 in the Railway Belt.3 In order 

to meet the new challenges, the loaning functions of the 

Land Board, formed in 1946, were ta ken over by the Land 

and Agricultural Bank in August 1953.4 The financial 

re-organization acted as an ancil lary ·to the mechanizing 

farmers. 

The introduction of tractors and related implements 

marked a turning point in the agricultural history of 

Zambia. The application of mechanical technology to 

farming gave the farmers a lot of confidence in the 

agricultural industry more than ever before. The_ 

situation was summarized in a 1949 tour report of the 

Mazabuka district as follows: 'New lands were being cleared 

with a tractor driven by the farmer and two or threè [men]. 

. '.]; .. 
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The increasing reliance · on complete mechanization of 

farming oper~tïons is most markect.•5 By the end of 1949, 

for instance, white farmers in Zambia owned about 650 

tractors.6 By 1962, 2,008 tractors were in use throughout 

the country.? In the Southern Province the average number 

of tractors owned by the white farmer~ was two in the 

1950s, rising ta three in the early 1960s.8 · 

The technological "revolution" in post-Second World 

War commerci a 1 agriculture woul d not have been compl ete 

without bio-chemical innovations. Cow-dung~ which had been 

a connnon manure used by the white farmers, was being 

replaced with chemical fertilizers. By 1959, fertilizers 

and insecticides accounted for over 14 per cent of the 

gross input account of white agriculture.9 The usage of 

chemical fertilizers rose from 15~880 tons in 1960 to over 

21,539 tons in 1963 on the commercial farms.10 Similarly, 

hybrid maize seed (SR 52) quickly replaced the indigenous 

mai ze seed vari ety. For exampl e, the proportion of the 

total crop grown using hybrid maize seed on the connnercial 

farms rose from 47 percent in 1956 to 77 percent and 92 

percent in 1960 and 1964 respectively.11 So complete was 

the technological "revolution" that in 1964 A.ü. Ballantyne, 

a Chief Agri cultural Research Offi cer, acknowl edged that 

the Zambian commercial farmers' 'standards 'and methods of 

farming must be amongst the highest in the world. 1 12 

The effects of the technological "revolution" were 
., 
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fe1t immediately. Skilled'manpower was required to operate 

and repair tra~tors and a wide range of fa1.;m machinery. 

The introduction of mechanical technology also led to the 

dec li ne in si ze of the agri cultura 1 labour force. Large 

groups operating ox-drawn ploughs were no longer 

necessary~ By 1953, the District Commissioner for Mazabuka 

district was able to comment: 1 I think. many farmers have 

now graduated from the stage of [a large labour force] 

doi ng nothi ng li ke a full day I s work · to a sma 11 er force 

working harder. There is much more mechanization than 

be fore so that large groups are not necessary. • 13 Even 

though comparable figures for the Southern Province are 

not available;
4

P.T. Street, a Mazabuka farmer since 1949, 

said that he halfed his labour fo~ce during the same 

period.15 On C.N. Gosling's Kaleya Farm, the number of 

workers fell from twenty-one in 195016 to twelve in 1954.17 

On F. Godson's Kaunga Farm!> the labour force dropped from 

seventy-four to forty-four between 1950 and 1954 

respectively.18 
/ 

LABOUR STABILIZATION ON . COMMERCIAL FARMS 1945-1964 

After 1945, the need to stabi 1 i ze farm labour was 

widely recognized by agrarian capital and the colonial 

state. This was due to the technological innovation 

mentioned above which became a characteristic. feature · of -

commercial agriculture after 1945. A stable married labour 

' .. , 

force which could be engaged throughout the year was now :o 
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required. In 1949 it was noted in a tour report of the Mazabuka 

district: 

From a severely practical point of view, 
the farmers showed that they fully 
appreciated the value of providing their 
labour with good food, housihg and, in the 
case of permanent workers, suitable 
gardens to cultivate. It is of course the aim 
of every farmer to build upas stable 
a labour force as possible and the 
provision of these facilities is becoming 
rapidly recognized as a vitally importa~9 stabilizing factor on the labour front. 

Since agricultural wages were lower compared with other 

sectors of the national ecoQomy, gardens were regarded as a 11 hidden 

emolument 11 to farm labour. The provision of gardens actually 

accelerated the process of proletarianization. Gardens were mainly~~ 

worked by women and children. 

The introduction of mechanical and bio-chemical 

technology strengthened the relations of production between 

agrarian capital and farm labour. Previously, agrarian 

capitaI 1 s labour requirements were largely seasonal. As a 

result of this, a large unskilled seasonal labour force was 

maintained. 

Mechanical technology introduced a new element in 

labour requirements on the commercial farms. The,major 

requirement· was for skilled manpowèr to drive the tractors 

and to repair farm machinery. Addi~ionally, brick-layers 

and carpenters were needed to carry out farm building and 

maintenance work. A skilled and semi-skilled permanent 

labour force was required to perform ail these jobs. 

several cases, long serving workers were trained on the 
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farms to be drivers,. mechanics, brick-layers, and 

carpenters. This· . arra.ngement greatly faci 1 itated the 

stabi1ization of farm labour. In 1953, G.E.K. Walsh, the 

District Officer for Mazabuka, noted: 1 In many cases a very 

stable force has been built up, with many Africans having 

lost all contact with their villages, and with children barn 

on the farms now working also.•20 

Increased agricultural production on the commercial 

farms 1 ed to demand for the labour of the wives and the 

children of the stabilized farm workers. For example, maize 

sales to the Maize Control Board from the commercial farms 

in Zambia rose from 274,000 bags in 194521 to 3,700,000 in 

1961.22 The labour of the wives and the children of 

stabilized farm workers was required for weeding and 

harvesting. In an interview, M. Petric, a farm manager at 

the Maize Research Institute in Mazabuka, expressed his 

sentiments regardi ng the use of thi s form of 1 abour as 

follows: 'Personally I favour a situation where farm workers 

and their entire families are all actively involved in the 

process of production. Women and children can earn 

additional money to supplement the incomes of the husbands 

and fathers respective ly. 1 23 The ·use of thi s form of labour 

',1 

,1 ., 

., t; 
·~· 

reduced the dema.nd for unskilled seasonal male labour at .,. 

peak per+Od? of the agricultural cycle such as planting, 

weeding, and harvesting. 

One point emerges clearly f~rom the aforesaid. This 
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is that whereas mining capital, for instance, was largely 

bent on the exp 1 oi tati on of male 1 abour in the process of 

production, agrarian capital was able to exploit the labour-

power of'. - the male farm workers, their wives, children 

and even dependants. This trend i s further evi dence that 

11 worki ng fa.mil i es II had · devel oped on some· commercial farms 

in the Southern Province. And the development of the 

working class families was encouraged on the commerciàl 

farms after 1945. 24 For example, in 1952, on C.H. 

Robinson's Moneen Farm in the Mazabuka district, out of a 

total labour force of forty-eight, twelve or 25 per cent 

were ·children.25 Even though statistics on female labourers 

are not available, oral evide~ce suggests that there was 

widespread use of this form of labour.: ·25 · .·:::; ... , .. _,.-----

Another phenomenon that strengthened the process of 

labour stabilization on the commercial farms in Mazabuka 

district, particularly in the 1940s and 1950s, was rural

to-rural migration. Labour from other districts, provinces, 

and territories was regarded by the white farmers as stable, 

productive, and reliable compared with local plateau Tonga 

labour which still preferred short emploY,ment duration. 

Because the local Tonga continued selling their labour-power 

on "target labour" basis even after 1945, it was mainly 

labour from other areas which acquif'ed technical and 

,; 
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sUpervisory skills on the farms during the colonial period. 

For example, on the Chisek_esi· farms iri 1949 arid 1950, out 

of 152 workers, sixty-two or over 40 percent were from the 

Western, Central, Copperbelt, Eastern and Northern Provinces 

and from as far afield as Zimbabwe, Malawi (formerly 

Nyasaland), Zaïre (formerly Congo-Leopoldville), Mozambique, 
' . 

and Ango 1 a. 27 Accordi ng to a tour report of the Mazabuka 

district in September 1949, the Ngoni from the Eastern 

Province and Mal awï 'formed the back-bon·e of m~ny a labour 

force.' 28 

At the same time, there was a considerable movement 

of labour within the province. Labour was drawn from the 

poorer districts such as Gwembe, l<alomo; and P!lrts of 

Namwala to the Tonga plateau where employment opportunities . 1
• 

on the farms were high. The Ila from Namwala, together with ··· -1 

the Lozi from the Western Province, were famous as herdsmen 

on the farms. Most of workers from -the other districts, 

provinces, and territories were either assimilated by the 

local plateau Tonga or were proletarianized on the white 

farms.29 
.. , 

Thus, rural-to-ruraï migration was instrumental 

to the development of commercial agriculture at the time 

when the local people were resisting the process of rural 

proletarianization. 

From the mid-1950s, however, there was increasing 

i nvo 1 verne nt of the 1 oca 1 Tonga in wage emp 1 oyment on the 

corrnnercial farms on a pennanent Q.asis. This was largely 

'!?. 
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due to the shortage of land in .the native reserves and 

population increase. The population increase 1 coupled with 

the development of the enclosure system in the native 

reservess led to pres·su.r1= ·on existing land from the mid-

1950s. 

The Land Tenure report of 1957 discussed in detail 

the development of the enclosure system and noted that: 1 It 

is now common to find fences round Tonga farms. •30 Even 

though the 11 enclosing peasants 11 gave the prevention of 

cattle trespass in crops as the reason for fencing, the 

enclosure system, as the 1957 Land Tenure report further 

noted, represented 1 an individual attitude to the possession 

of land when a man is stabilizect.•31 Of Chiefs Monze and 

Siamusonde•s areas, it was reported: 1 
••• a new type of 

enclosure is taking place for some people are fencing in 

large areas of bush in order to grab land whi 1 e it i s 

plentiful~32 Another report in 1959 described the situation 

as follows: 1 Among the Tonga there is considerable fencing 

of arable land -to define boundaries and avoid encroachment 

by neighbours and a general feeling that fencing gives one 

an added sense of security.•33 

As a result of the development of the enclosure 

. system, landlessness became very acute i,n the native 

reserves. In 1952, Elizabeth Col son noted: 'Little 

cultivable land is left unclaimed to-day, and shifting 

cultivation is no longer possible.~ In some areas, it is 

28 
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largely difficult to provide sufficient fields for the young 

people who are growing up ~n.ttie.villages.•3'4 The only 

thing left for the landless people to do was to hire their 

labour-power either to their relatively well-to-do kinsmen 

in the native reserves or, as common practice,to the white 

farmers. 

Lan dl essness was worsened by natura 1 population 

increase. According to Ignatius Muchangwe, then a 

researcher in the Department of Agriculture,·· the African 

population in the Mazabuka district increased by nearly 40 

percent between 1952 and 1962.35 

The acuteness of the land shortage in the Mazabuka 

district partly ~xplains why the area never experienced 

serious labour shortages on the white farms a fter the mi d- · ·'! 

1950s compared with the Choma district. In the Mazabuka 

district, in addition to non-local labour, a large pool of 

landless labour was available from the mid-1950s. · ln the 

Choma district, land was never a serious problem in the 

native reserves or villages. J. Lawrence, the District 

Officer for Mazabuka, made_ this point clear in 1950: 'Land 

tenure has not yet become a problem in Mapanza's area, where 

there is still ample land for cultivation.•36 Because of 

the availability of land in the native reserves, the Choma 

farmers experi enced serious .1 abour shortages. Labour on 

the Choma farms was mainly drawn from other districts, 

provinces, and territories. In 19'4:9·, it was noted in a tour 
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report of the Choma farmers: 'Foreigners out-numbered locàl 

labour by almost three to one, .for which there are various 

reasons. The local is prone to disappear to his lands near~. · 

.by just when he is most needed.'37 

AGRARIAH CI\PITAL, THE COLONIAL STATE AND FARM LABOUR 

Labour s tabi li za t ion had severa 1 advantages. These 

included the efficient use of farm machinery \'lith minimal 

break-downs, the elimination of constant training and 

re-training, and increased productivity .in general. Within 

tilt-~ farm, there were chances of a wcirker rising from a 

casual employee to a driver c,r a brick-layer through on

th,?. -jcb train·ing. t5ut it v,a.s also cornmon for a son of 

a tractor driver to take over from hi~ fijiher.38 

Even thouyh a9rarian capital and the colonial state 

rea1ised the importance of labour stabilization on the 

commercial farms, a lot remained to be desired particularly. 

in relation to workers 1 hous1ng. The colonial state 

appears to have fol 1 owed the. 11 Mainstream Perspecti_ve11 in· 

farm housing. According to this per~pective, the .. 

production and provision of housing has to be profit

oriented and left to the private s~ctor)9 Farmers were . 

expected to build workers' housing from their profits.· 

Some farmers, especial1y those in the tobacco Y.rowing 

district of Choma were not only able to build permanent 

houses for their labour but were al~~ able to provide free ., , 
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electricity to senio.r farm workers an.d .to provide street 

li ghti ng in the compounds. 40 1n · the predomi nantly mai ze 

growing Mazabuka district, housing was generally poor and 

permanent hou ses were non-existent on most farms. One of 

the reasons for thi s di sparity in the standard of hous i ng 

is that tobacco, during much of the colonial period, was 

a ver y profitable export crop campa red wi th mai ze, a 1 ow

pri ced and controlled national staple food crop. Another 

reason was that as new-comers, the tobacco farmers were 

prepared to offer better facilities in order to attract more 

labour. They were also more likely to observe official 

housing regulations. 

From the 1 ate 1940s and early 1950s onwards, 

permanent housing was provided to stabil ized farm workers. 

These included capitaos (supervisors), drivers, carpenters~ 

brick-layers, cooks, mechanics, and unskilled long-serving 

workers. Normally, three metres by three metres burnt 

brick, iron or asbestos roofed, cernent plastered two-roomed 

structures were recom.rnended as standard permanent housing 

on the farms. 41 Ca sua 1 or seasona 1 workers conti nued to 

occupy pole-and-mud huts. 

However, among the so-ca 11 ed casua l ·or seasona 1 

workers there were some who regarded themselves as permanent 

workers. They felt that· they were also entitled · to 

permanent housing. Joback Mweemba, a farm worker, had this 

to say: 1 What happenea i s that soml:!° workers return home as 
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soonas they have , harvested about June. They r~tµx,neil to 
. , 

the farms in October. Even though. they had · been working 

for several years they were still regarded as casual 

. employees and üere denied permanent housing. •42 

The selective provision of housing on the farms 

appears to have conformed with the 11 Mainstream Perspective" 

argument that only those sections of labour which yield the 

best returns, in thi s case the permanent workers, deserved 

permanent housing. Poor farm housing or its non-existence 

was mainly attributed ta low profitability. Sorne farmers 

argued that they were not able ta provide permanent housing - .1 

because of low profits resulting from unfavourable pricing 

and marketing policies. 

In 1963, Mr. Mitchley, a representative of agrarian 

capital in the Legislative Co~ncil, moved a motion proposing 

the provision. of a housing loan to the farmers that would 
\ have enabled them to build permanent houses for their 

labour. According to Mr. Mitchley, permanent housing on 

corrnnercial farms was very important because it provided 1 the 

maximum of stability •.• in the rural areas.•43 

Whilst appreciating the need for rural labour 

stabi 1 ity through permanent hous i ng, the then Mi ni ster of 

Finance, Mr. Gardner, dismissed the motion ,on the ground 
··~-

that some of the farmers had given 1 reasonable priorïty· to 

better housing.•44 The farmers 1 hopes for a housing loai, 

were dashed into oblivion. The provision of such a· loan· 

, .· ,, 
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would have meant state participaiion in farm housing as 

was the case in urban hous1ng. 

CLASS STRUGGLES ON THE Cffita;NERCIAL. f ARMS 

Proletarianization entails a degree of class 

consciousness and the resultant class struggles. However, 

because farm labour remidned largely isolated or 

fragmented, it is very difficult .to measure the degree of 

class consciousness or the e;..tent of class struggles •. 

The niost pot~nt instrument of class action used by 

the farm workcrs was farm-to-farm migration. There wàs · 

consider~ble rnovement üf labour from one farm to another. 45. 

According to Sibanyaina Mudenda: 'The local Tonga tt~ed a 

specific inteli igence network ••• as regards the· so-cailed 
. .. 1 

good and bac1 or brutal farmers. Such oral information could 

be circulated around all villages surrounding farms so that .· 

the crueJ and L'I O\'/ payi ng t\ïrmers] were ·· 1 solated and -.. 

:. ,,) 

~woided. r46 The farmr::rs who treated thei~ labour fairly "'· - .. _ -, 

never ex~eriencrd any labour shortages~ 

i\nother ,iP.apon usecl by the farm workers and even · 

vil1age1·s, ~-Jere bush-tïres. Uush-fires were abhorred by · 

' - ' 

the f~rmers because of their destrucfive .impact. Even thOugh 

some of the bush-~ir0s v,ere accidental, most of th~BÎ, :. 

.particu1ar1y in the i9Süs, were deliberately started b_y· 

t, ·; embittered farm workers. 01 In some instances, lives tock · , -

on the farms \1/i.lS poisorn~d. For insta~ce, in 1952, forty 

herd of cattle on Dimba Farm in Mazabuka, owned by . 
' 
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Mrs. L. C. Ilsley, were lost through poisoning, allegedly 

by some discontented workers. 48 

At another level, some farm workers fully supported 

the struggle against colonialism. They joined the African 

National Congress (ANC) and started agitating against 

colonial rule. Linder ANC instructions, many workers withdrew 

their labour-power from the white farmers whom they regarded 

as instruments of colonialism. In 1953, G. J. Labuschagne, 

the District Assistant for Mazabuka district, noted in this 

connection: 'Mr. Pitch's labour force has decreased 

considerably since about July this year .•.. There is one 

agitator amonst his recruited men who is causing a lot of 

uneasiness. •49 The role of the agitator in que~tion was to 

spread pfopaganda among the farm workers that Mr. Pitch was 

nota good employer and that they should. join the ANC. 

Recruited labour obviously tended to be more active politically 

compared with local iabour. 

Even though the National Union of Plantation and 

Agricultural Workers (NUPAW) was formed in 1962 to sècure 

the organization of plantation and agricultural workers for 

improved working and living conditions, if remained 

ineffective in the last years of coloni~l rule. 50 However, 

the mere fact that the NUPAW was formed indicated that a 

rural proletariat, no matter how ill-organizeds was in 

existence. 

In this chapter, I have argue~Jhat technological 
' . 

changes in commercial agriculture after 1945 hastened the 

formation of a rural proletariat in the Southern Province 
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of Zambia. 

to-rural migration and 1ater by landlessness resulting from 

the development of the 1:nclosure system and natural ··· 

population increase in the· native reserves. 1 have also . 

argu~d that l:ven though. both · the colonial state and 

agrarian capital recognized the importance of the 

stabfliz.ation ot farrn labour~ the former did n.othing 

particu1arly in relation to housing. 1 have also shown 

that~ as a mark of proletarianization, agricultural labour 

exhibited a marked degree of class consciousness and 

action. However, the form workers' union remained 

in•2ffective at t!w clost~ of the colonial era~ 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE POST-COLONIAL STATEn AGRARIAN CAPITAL AND LABOUR ON 

COMMERCIAL FARMS~ 1964-1974 

,--
/· -·-

This chapter examines post-colonial agricultural 

developments 'and the process of labour stabilization on the 

commercial farms between 1964 and 1974. I argue that 

increased investment in commercial agriculture and the 

acceleration of landlessness in customary areas (formerly 

native reserves) further strengthened the process of labour 

stabilization. Post-colonial agricultural labour policy is 

also examined. I argue that the post-colonial state was more 

concerned with creating the material conditions for production 1 

and not with improving farm labour's working and living 

conditions. This was shown by the exemption of commercial 

farmers from providing standard houses to workers on the farms 

between 1965 and 1970. 

POST-COLONIAL AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS 

In 1964, there were between 1,200 and 1,300 commercial 

farmers in Zambi a most of whom were non-Zambi an by bi rth.l 

After 1964, the number of white farmers declined rapidly. By 

1966, there were 700 white farmers in the country.2 By 1974, 

the number had fa 11 en to 590. Out of the se , 170 were based 

in the Southern Province.3 

Economi c reasons such as insecuri ty emanating from 
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the shortage of agricultural inputs, unfavoura~le prod~cer · 

prices, lack of access to government loans, and poor·property 

valuation have been advanced to explain the exodus of white 

commercial farmers from the country. 4 Even though economic 

reasons were evidently important, political ones were also 

significant. Sorne white farrners, particulatly those of South 

African origin and the politically active ones, could not 

accept to be ruled by an African government. As N.A. Beckett, 

a Choma farmer , put it: 1 Most of them (White farmers) felt 

they could not be ruled by 11 Kaffirs 11
•

15 

The white farmers who left the country were replaced' 

by indigenous African commercial farmers and by private and 

public agricultural companies. In the 1970s, Afri can 

commercial farmers owned 9 per cent of stateland (formerly 

crownl and) compared with 41 per cent owned by non-Afri cans 

and another 15 percent ·owned largely by expatriate firms. 6 

The entry of Africans into stateland complicated the process 

of labour stabil ization on the commercial farms. Most of the· 

farms which fell. vacant, particularly in Monze district, as ël-·. 

result of the exodus of white farmers were the least 

productive ones. These were the farms which African 

commercial farmers occupied. Since African farmers were 

mainly under-capitalized, they largely depe.nded on kinship 

and casua l labour. As a result, they were unab le to effect 

improvements on these farms.7 Their existence appears to 

have reversed the process of labour .,stabilization in certain 
' 
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respects. 

\ The white farmers who remained, as C.So Lombard· and 

AoH.C. Tweedie have noted 'greatly increased their scale of 

operation and productivity. •8 As Table I shows., the gross 

value of output on the commercial f~rms increased steadily 

between 1961 ·and 1966. It was mostly tobacco production and 

the size of white-owned herds of cattle that declinedo 

Between 1965 and 1966, the estimated gross va 1 ue of output 

of agricultural and pastoral production rose to î13.8 million 

compared with Hl.2 million in 1964-1965 and H0.9 million 

for 1963-1964.9 By 1974~ the gross value of output of 

agricultural and pastoral production had risen ta K62.2 

million.10 In 1974, maize, tobacco, and livestock were still 

by far the principal products of commercial agricultureo 

.. 
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TABLE I 

GROSS VALUE OF OUTPUT, 1961-1966, FOR COMMERCIAL FARMS 
(i: MILLION) 

1961 1962 1963 i964 1965 

2.2 2.7 3.1 3 .. 2 2.5 

3.7 2.9 2 .. 5 4.0 5.4 
0.7 0.9 1.0 0.1 0.5 

0.1 Oo2 

0.1 0.1 0.1 Dol 0.1 
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1966 

2.5 
7.0 
0.7 :· 
0.2 ·: 

o~ 1 · ."' 

Tobacco 

Maize 

Groundnuts 
Cotton 
Potatoes 

Dther Crops 
Total Crops 

0.3 0 .. 3 0.3 Oo3 Oc 2 0.3· 

Cattl~ Slaughtered 
Pigs Slaughtered 
Uairy Produce 
Poultry andEggs 

Other farm produce 

7.1 
1.3 
0 .. 2 

0.6 

0.3 

Change to size of herds 0.4 
Total Livestock 2.8 
Total Crop and Livestock 9.9 

7.0 

L3 
0.2 

006 

Oo4 

2.5 
9.5 

7.2 
1.6 

0.2 

0.6 

0.4 

0.1 
2.7 
9.9 

8.0 

1.6 
Oo2 

0.7 
0.4 

8.9. ,:10~(.:_.:: 
1.5 ... 1.3 ;· 

11.2 

0.2·· 

·Ôo9 ,;. 
. 0;1 ,; : .. ) 

· ..• ~:!(itii 
· .3~0 :\ .:. ' 

. ] ( .. · 

'13~8 ::· / 
' '.'· .. ~-· 

Index of Gross Value of c··.:: .•. , ·,{·( 
Output 90.91 87.16 90.91 100~0 102.75 · 126.60): 

:. <<·:'i 

Source: ROZ, Agricultural and Pastoral Production, 1966 
(Lusaka: CSO, May 1967)~1. 
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Another noticeable feature after 1964 was increased 

investment in farm machinery and farm vehicles. This in 

turn increased the size of the skilled labour force. In 

1967, for instance, out of L)060 licenced and unlicenced 

tractors in Zambia, 94Y or 4G percent were in the Southern 

Provinceoll For the country a.sa whole investments in farm 

mac hi nery al one made up over 46 per cent of tota 1 

agri cultura 1 i nves tments on the commerci a 1 farms duri 119 

the same perioct.12 lnvestment in farm vehicles was also 

stepped up. iJy 1%/, there v1ere 567 1 icenced and 

unlicenced vehicles on tht)· commercial farms in Southern 

Province out of. \rlhich 117 \•1ere trucks, 215 vanettes, and 

235 cars and station wagons.13 By 1974, the average number 

of tractors per commercial farmer in the Southern Province 

was four.14 At the same time~ the old-fashioned paraffin

powered and even the di ese 1-pO\•Jered tractors were bei ng 

replaced with new and more effi~ient models. Even combine 

harvesters were beginning to make their appearance on the 

farming scene.15 

increa.sed invest1hent in farm machinery and farm 

vehicles increased the demand for s!<illed manpower on the. 

commercial farms more than ever before. For example, on 

a farm with six tractors, six. drivers were required. In 

· addition to this, an equa1 number of assistantswas needed. 

At times, tractor drivers could als9 be trained to drive 

trucks and vanettes.16 
" ' 

-· 

:. 

. ' 
. 'l 
/: 
I 

I 
i. 

~ 
I 

l 
/ 

! . 

.:1 
.·''1 

·. ~' 
' 

CODESRIA
-LI

BRARY



i 

LANDLESSNESS AND POST-COLONIAL LABOUR STABILIZATION 

The post-colonial period witnessed the increased 

permanent participation of:::., the local plateau Tonga into wage 

labour on the commercial farms. This was due to the problem 

of landlessness in the. customary areas or villages. The post

colonial state did nothing to reverse the c:tevelopment of the 

enclosure system in these areas. The middle and some rich 

peasants who coul d not get 1 and on the settl ement schemes 

continued fencing large areas of land in the customary areas. 

At times peasants who had land on the settelement schemes also 

held on to land in the customary areas.17 

The perpetuation of the enclosure system into the post

colonial period caused a severe land shortage in the villages. 

By 1968, all customary lands in the Mazabuka district had 

become over-crovJded with people. In the Mwanachingwala area 

in Mazabuka district 9 only 42 percent of the land was arable. 

The remainder was all dambo area.18 In the Nansenga area in 

Chief Naluama 1 s area in Mazabuka district only 22 per cent 

of land was arable. As a result of this over 50 percent of 

able-bodied men were away in wage employment, principally on 

the commercial farm within the Southern Province.19 

Previously, it was possible for a local plateau Tonga 

in wage employment to have 'one foot in the , 11 job 11 and the 

other 11 at home 11 .•20 But the dev~lopment and the consolidation 

of the enclosure system eventually made this difficult and 

in some cases impossible. Andrew R'Îloonde, a former farm 

.) 
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worker said: 'At the villagé there is no land left. All 

cultivable land was taken up by my brothers and éther people._ 

I want- to retire but I have nowhere to go. I hope the 

government will corne to my assistance.•21 J.E. Pieterse, a 

Mazabuka farmer, also noted, in a questionnaire response: 

'These peopl~ (farm workers) were close to their relatives. 

I have many workers who were born on thi s farm. They have 

lost contact·~-· with their villages. •22 Sorne workers died on .. -
the farms. Those who could not find smail plo~s of land in 

the villages opted to stay in shanty compounds in the 

townships along the line-of-rail.23 

Increased landlessness and rural poverty in general 

were instrumental in changing thé attitude of the local Tonga 

towards farm employment. After 1964, the local Tonga were 

regarded as stable and reliable farm workers. This was 

expressed by Terrance Jones, a Monze farmer, in the following 

words: 'In the past, Tonga workers used to be unreliable. But 

the situation has changed tremendously since 1964. Now they 

are more stable and reliable compared with, say, Bemba labour. 

In fact, I would say the Bemba aremoreunreliable now.•24 For 

many local Tonga, farm work was an escape from rural poverty 

and hunger. Andrew Hiloonde, a farm worker in the early 

1970s, said: 'Life on the farms was far much better than in 

the villages. On the farms, meat and milk were always - · 

plentiful. There was also a chance for one to live ·in an iron 

or asbestos-roofed house. The only problem were the low 
0 . 

wages. I left farm work principally because of the low wages, 
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but generally life was good. 125 

Information on farm wages is scanty and unreliable. But- wages 

on commercial farmers·were generally lower compared with other 

sectors. Lower wages were compensated for by payments in kind 

and the provision of gardens. (See Appendix V(a) and (b) on 

Average Earnings From Employment and on Ave.rage African Wages). 

Increased landlessness in the customary lands, coupled 

with natural population increase, made farm work an acceptable 

form of permanent employment among the local Tonga. Thus, 

by 1974, a dependable reservior of local Tonga labour was 

created, there-by strengthening the process of rural 

proletarianization. However, the tobacco farmers continued 

to experience labour shortages partly because as a labour

intensive crop, tobacco 1~oes not lend itself to 

mechanization. 126 Sorne Choma farmers, during the period 

under consideration, relied heavily on labour recruited from 

Choma township and transported to and from the farms 

everyday. 27 

" . 
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POST-COLONIAL AGRICUlTURAL LABOUR POLICY, 1964-1974 

After 1964, the post-colonial Zambian state had clearly 

defined agricultural labour policy or objectives which were 

aimed at improving the conditions of rural labour. It was 

recognized that agricultural workers were largely neglected 

during the colonial period. In 1966, the then Minister of 

Labour and Social Development, Munakayumbwa ·Sipalo, said: 

The most careful consideration had been 
given to certain objections raised by 
interested parties but it is clear that 
workers in the agricultural industry 
are to enjoy some of the benefits at 
present enjoyed by workers in other 
industries and affirmation of the 
proposals made by the Wages and Conditions 
of employment Board was a logical step in 
keeping with Government's policy of 
encouraging the improvements of the workers' 
conditions of employment.28 

47 
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Furthermore, the labour policy of the United National 

Independence Party (UNIP) was outlined as follows: 1 To 

increase the productivity of labour, better housing (as 

opposed to training) and better amenities ••• and to have a 

minimum wage adjustable to suit varying conditions of the cost 

of living.•2~ The Employment Act of 1965 which repealed and 

replaced the colonial Employment of Natives Ordinance provided 

for, among other things, a housing allowance to all employees 

where the employer had failed to provide "adequate housing".30 

Inspite of its stated policy or objectives, the post

colonial state of Zambia did very little to broaden and 

consolidate the stabilization of farm labour between 1964 and 

1974. The state was more concerned with creating the material 

conditions for production rather than implementing its 

objectives on the improvement of conditions of the farm 

workers. It was, for instance, not concerned with 

guaranteei ng better 1 ivi ng and worki ng conditions for 

agricultural labour. This was evidenced by the exemption of 

agricultural labour from the 'section of the Employment- Act 

which insists either that housing be built to a certain 

standard, or that the statutory housing allowance (at present 

K5.50 per month) be paid in lieu.•31 Even though the 

exemption period expired on 30 Septembers 1970, the precedent 

of the farmers ignoring the question of housing and housing 

allowance had been set. Agrarian capital hailed the Ministry 

of Labour for the exemption and for ~ijving 1 been most 
, 

,' ; i 
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understanding of the special conditions which . affect 

commercial agriculture.•32 

Agrarian capital argued that the exemption to provide 

standard housing or housing allowance to farm labour was 

dictated by the seasonality of labour and the unpredictable 

weather conditions. In reality, however,· agrarian capital 

was only interested in maximizing profits and minimizing costs 

by not providing standard housing and housing allowance to 

farm labour. Certainly, during the post-colonial period, the 

argument by agrarian capital that •a considerable proportion 

of labour is seasonal 1 was untenable.33 By 1973, for 

instance, only 25 per cent of agricultural workers were 

seasonal workers.34 

In 1971, the Zambian Government passed the Industrial 

Relations Act. The provisions of the Act for the size of the 

undertaking in which \forks èouncils were to be established 

and the categories of employees who were eligible for 

membership were a severe blow to agricultural labour. What 

thi s meant in rea l ity was that even though 75 per cent of 

agri cul tura 1 workers were pennanent workers and, , togetheG'-:·,· 1 
. - .. ,~ ... ~,· 

with the domestic service, made up 20 per cent of Zambia 1 s 

total wage labour force in 1973, they were excluded from the 

Industrial Relations Act of 1971.35 James Banda, a former 

farm worker in Choma, commented:. 1 We heard about the Act. It 

was a blow tous farm workers. But the farmers were happy.•36 

The Works Councils were ainiéd at benefÙing bath 

... 

' . ' .··· 
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~mrkers, management, and trade unions 'in the interests 

of industrial peace, improved working conditions, gr_eater 

efficiency and productivity. •37 Most of the farmers did 

not real ise that th.e formation of Works Counci1s \'Wuld have 

gone a long \1ay in improving employer-employee relations. 

Farmers who emp l oyed over 100 workers, the minimum number 

of 11 e1igible emp1oyeesu ~-vho could form Works Councils 11 were. 

able to avoid the provision· of the Industrial Relations 

Act on the pretence that they employed less than 100 

/ 

',,.,. 
,• ; ~ 

. ,: .. 
.- ·: 
' ,·· 

11 e1igible employeé.:Su or pE:rmanent workers.38 Agrarian _,,, 

capita 1 oppos~d organi zed labour becàuse thi s \'JOUl d have 

led to increased agit0tton for improved working and living 

conditions and thi::re-by incre-::ising variable or running 

cos ts nt the expcnse of profitabil ity. (See als~ Appendix IV) . .. 

Between l9Ci5 and 1974, the NUPAW was more active at 

Nakambala Sugar Estates in Mazabuka whe_re H opened a 

branch in 1965.39 On the commercial_ farms, the NUPAW had .· 

numerous organizational problems which made it ineffective 

between 1964 and 1974. In 1965, for example, it was noted. 

that the Orgar.izing Secretnry of the NUPA\-J in the Southern 

Province 1 \'ias apparently afraid to visit most .of his . 

members in the Mukvse la area because . his rnember.s had 

. realised that he was only interested in collecting m6nthly 

dues and had not helped . any of them when they had 

complaints against their emp 1 ·oyers. • 40 The. farmers• 

association, the Commercial 
.. -. 

Farmers ·Bu,:eau (CFB). _regarded. · 

the NUPAl~ 'as the least well organized.of any trade 
. . 
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union in the country ••• virtually incapable of conducting its 

affairs with even modest efficiency.•41 

The NUPAW was so ineffective that many farm workers 

did not know anything about it before 1974. The farmers made 

sure that their workers were kept blind about the existence 

and activities of the NUPAW. A farm worker who did not want 

to be identified said: 1 Here, we came to know about the NUPAW 

fairly recently. Our employer did not want us to discuss any 

union matters. Even now we are not allowed 'to join the 

NUPAW., 42 

At times, agrarian capital looked to the state to 

provide certain services and ski!ls to farm labour which were 

presumably beyond its scope. In 1969, it was noted in the 

issue of Zambian Commercial Farming, the commercial farmers' 

mou th -pi ece: 

We hear quite a lot about various training 
schemes in operation concerning the 
training of farmers •••• So far there has 
been no mention, as far as we are aware, 
of training for agricultural labour •••• It 
is unfortunate that the industry which 
produces the nation's food supplies should 
have the least attention paid toit as far 
as training of its operatives is concerned. 
The farmer himself, obviously, has ta 
provide a certain amount of instruction. 
The principle of training within industry 
is an excellent one, but impossible ta 
implement in the case of comparatively 
small units employing a limited number of 
operatives such as agriculture in Zambia.43 

Clearly, by the late 1960s, the agricultural sector was also 

hit by a shortage of semi-skilled a.,nd skilled manpower. As 
' 
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R.A.J. Roberts and Charles Elliot noted: 'Labour cannot be 

said to be a constraint in the sense of being in short supply. 

However, the sector shares, perhaps to a greater degree than 

any other in the general shortage of skilled labour.•44 

However, the attempts by agrarian capital to convince the 

state to train agricultural labourers were unsuccessful~ 

Because of the competition for ski 11 ed labour between 

agriçulture and other sectors ,. N.A. Beckett, a Choma farmer, 

said: 1 In most cases we take the left-overs. •45 

Another area where agrari an capi ta 1 sought state 

support, though unsuccessfully,was over the producer pri ces. 

In 1964, the post-colonial Zambian State inherited an 

agricultural pricing and marketing system which was designed 

to hold down -food prices, particularly those for maize and. 

other major products, in the i nteres ts of the urban 

dwel lers. 46 For instance, the producer P,rice for Grade 11 D11 

î 

and 11 E11 maize was K2.80 and K3.50 respect'iyer.t-0.in-1'974· a'.nct, gqly 
' . :· ,-

rose to K3.5o· anâ !<4.20 respectively .in 19·75.·~-7 ln the_ 1978_t1§7:9 

season the producer pri ce for Grade 11 A11 mai ze was K9. 00 per 

ninety·kilogram bag.48 

The perpetuation of the colonial pricing and marketing 

system accentuated the already imbalanced terms of trade 

between the country and the town. In the, 1970 issue of 

Zambian Commercial Farming, the farmers complained bitterly: 

·' . 'I' 
.'.1 

1 No section of the community must be sac ri fi ced .for another · ':/i 

and when this conflict arises, as~ït has in Zambia, the 
" 
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farmers and rural dwellers invariably loses out and ends up 

by subsidizing the non-agricultural worker. This is proved 

by the widening gap between the incarnes of the urban and rural 

population. ,49 But the post-colonial state could not then 

take political risks by de-controlling the price of maize, 

a national staple food crop, in order to raise rural incarnes. 

In this chapter, I have argued · that increased 

investments in farm machinery and farm vehicles after 1964 

further strengthened the proletarianization of ·rural labour 

on the commercial farms by creating additional demand for 

permanent skilled labour. The consolidation of the enclosure 

system after 1964 and natural population increase in the 

customary lands accentuated the problem of landlessness. This 

in turn led to increased participation of the landless local ,, 
' 

Tonga into wage labour on the commercial farms on a permanent 

basis. I have also argued that the post-colonial state was 

more concerned with creating the material conditions for 

production to take place and not with guaranteeing the 

improvement of l_abour's working·and living conditions. The 

collusion of the interests of agrarian capital and of the 

post-colonial state were evidenced by the exemption of farmers 

from providing standard housing to workers and the exclusion 

of agricultural labour from the provisions of the Industrial 

Relations Act for the formation of.Works Councils. At times, 

however, agrarian capital sought state assistance, always 

unsUccessfully1:::-~ parti cul arly for the .. training of farm 1 abour 

and for increased producer prices of farm produce, especially 
\ 

maize. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE IMPACT OF AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURAL CHANGES ON LABOUR 

STABILIZATION~ 1975-1980 

The period between 1975 and 1980 witnessed important 

structural r'eadjustments in commercial agricultur-e. I argue 

that crop diversification, particularly the adoption of wheat, 

and the introduction of irrigation consolidated the process 

of labour stabilization on the commercial farms in that these 

developments further depended upon skilled and unskilled 

permanent labour. Labour stabilization was given an impetus 

by the i ncreased part ici pat ion of better capita 1 ized priva te_ 

and parastatal companies in agriculture. During the same 

period, the NUPAW intensified its activities particularly on 

company-owned farms. 

THE IMPACT OF DIVERSIFI.CATION AND IRRIGATION ON LABOUR · 

STAB ILI ZA TI ON 

After 1975, there was a distinct shift in agricultural 

and pastoral · production particularly on the white-owned 

commercial farms. The shift in production was in response 

to the economi c cris i s and the unattracti ve producer prices 

particularly for maize. This was expressed by W.N. Nang'amba,: 

the Assistant Executive of the CFB: 

. ' ' .~. 

,, 

·, •.-1 The shift in production is a result of 
the problem of producer. pri~e~. M~ize, for 
instance, is not an economic crop for 

<· .>,::~. 
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commercial farmers •••• For example, it 
would cost a commercial' farmer K180.00 
to produce a ninety kilogram bag of 
maize and a peasant farmer only 
Kl30.00. This is an indirect way of 
saying to the commercial farmer: 11 Go 
into soyabeans, ranching, poultry, 
wheat, and so on •••• " The pricing 
factor plays a big role in the whole 
issue. 

58 

Largely in response to the unattractive producer 

prices, particularly for maize, and to the generally 

unfavourable economic and climatic conditions~ many white 

commercial farmers in the Southern Province abandoned the 

production of commercial maize for seed maize, Irish potatoes,·· 
,, 

,',·, 
~:-,' 

soyabeans and irrigation crops.2 For example, the production_. · ·· 

of seed maize was still in its ihfancy in 196803 But by 1976 

the production of seed maize had risen to 176,540 fifty 

kilogram bags in the_ Southern Province;4 Similarly, the 

production of wheat increased considerably. In 1973 and 1974,. 

virtually no wheat was grown on the commercial farms.5 But 

after 1975 the demand for wheat i ncreased steadi ly. At the 

same time, the world prices for wheat improved. This acted 

as a stimulus to farmers to go into the production of wheat.' 

By 1980, the Southern Province accounted for over 4 percent 

of the tata l marketed wheat in Zambi a after Lusaka and the. 

Copperbelt Provinces which accounted for 75 per cent and 9 

per cent respectively.6 The production of, Irish potatoess- · 

which had been negligible iri the Southern Province before 

1975, had ri sen to 49j047 pockets by 1980.7 In the same , : 

province, the value of sales of ~~egetables increased froril 
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K96,840 in ·19758 to K242,509 in 1978.9 

The diversification of crop production and the 

introduction of irrigation had a far-reaching impact on the 

stabilization of farm labour. Diversification entailed that 

a relatively large unskilled permanent labour force was needed 

s ince production ceased to be seasona l. Because ·of i ncreased · 

re-investment in commercial agriculture after 1975, there was 

further demand for semi-skilled and skilled labour to operate 

and repair combine harvesters, trucks, and tractors. By 1980, 

the average number of tractors per commercial farmer in the 

Southern Province was five and the majority of farmers, 

particular·ly in the Mazabuka district, had truèks.10 Trucks 

were used to take farm produce such as Irish p~tatoes and 

livestock to the urban markets· and also to carry inputs such ,,: 

as fertilizers and stock-feeds. 

Diversification was most marked in the Mazabuka . · 

district where wheat, Irish potatoes:1 and vegetables gained. 

promi nence. These crops coul d be grnwn bath in the rai n · 

season and in the dry season under irrigation. The production 

of the se crops i ncreased. the demand for unski 11 ed permanent 

labour on the commercial farms. For instance,· for irrigated 

wheat production, many workers (irrigators) were needed to 
arrange ~ipes in the fields.li According to B.R.C. Landless, 

a Mazabuka farmer, at least twelve workers per hectare were 

required to arrange pipes in the wheat fielct.12 Even though 

the harvesting of wheat was done by,·combine harvesters, this 

·-..,,'' 

,·,.·. 
·,. 

'" .• _,.;ri 
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also created further demand for both skilled an<i unskilled 

labour. For a combine harvester such as the Messey 

Ferguson 520, two drivers were required to cover 800 hectares 

or more per year. In addition, one· tracter and two grain 

trailers were needed per hectare harvested. On top of this, 

ten unskilled men were needed to bag and store the grain.13 

60 

In the late 1970s, many commercial farmers also went 

into beef production which they had abandoned after 1964 due 

to unattractive prices. The return to beef production was 

very dramatic. In the Southern Province, the value of sales 

of beef on the commercial farms rose from Kl54,210 in 

1975/ 197514 to a record K6, 235,118 by 1978.15 Ranc hi ng or 

stock-breeding is an activity that is carried throughout the 

year. The unskilled permanent labour requirement in pastoral 

productioffÏS, therefore, obvious. In fact, all the thirty · 

commerc i a 1 fa rmers who res ponded to the ques t ionn·a ire 

indicated that in pastoral production, the unskilled permanent 

labour force component is greater than in crop production. 

This is so becàuse in pastoral production the size of the 

labour force is smaller and the delegation of duties and 

supervision are easier compared with crop ·production.16 

On the labour front, the implications of the shift in 

.,, 
;, 

·,.;,. 

· production were obvious. The increase in the si ze of both - · '·. 1 

. .::;: 
the skilled and the unskilled permanent labour force created 

an ad dit ion al demand for permanent hous i ng · and other 
" 

facilities. In some cases, certificates, diploma, and 
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degree-holding graduates from agricultural co11.eges and the 

University were employed on the commercial·farm~.17 (See Appendix 

III on number of salaried employees). 
Another noticeable feature between 1975 and 1980 was 

the increased availability of uriskilled labour (surplus 

labour) in the rural areas. Many farmers in the Southern 

Province were turni ng away 1 abour .18 Economi c deteriorati on 

and a prolonged drought in the Southern Province were the main 

contributing factors for the excess unskilled labour. But 

skilled labour was still difficult to secure particularly on 

the individual-owned commercial farms. The tendency for 

semi-skilled and skilled labour was to leave for urban centres 

or to company-owned farms in search of 11 greener pastures 11
; .· 

N.A. Beckett, a Chom~ farmer, resorted ironically: 1 1 wouldn't 

blame a poorly paid worker who goes to look for a better-paid 

job, could you?•l9 

The increased · involvement of private and parastatal 

companies in agriculture after 1975 further consolidated the 

process of labour stabilizatfon on the commercial farms. Many 

farm workers, particularly the skilled ones, left the private 

family commercial farms to work on the company-owned farms 

where the conditions of service were better. As limited 

agricultural companies, management on these farms was obliged 

to observe certain laws pertaining to, say, ,the provision of· 
- 'f' 

permanent housing, housing allowance, leave pay, and so on. 

In the Southern Province these companies included Chibote·· 

Farms Limited, Kapinga Enterprises~limited, Zambezi Ranching 
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Company Limited, Zambia Agricultural Development Limited9. 

and Maize Research Institute Limited. 

THE NATIONAL UNION Of PLANTATION AND AGRICULTURAL AND 

AGRI\RIAN CAPITAL 

Even though the NUPAW was formed in 1962, i t was not 

recognized by the farmers. In 1967, the Zambian Government 

ratified a total of nineteen ILO conventions. One of these 

ILO Conventions was. the Right of Association (Agriculture) 

ConventionNo.11 pa.ssed·'in 19_21)~
0 But the NUPAW was not 

recognized by the CFB until 1974. The recognition of the 

NUPA\4 by the CFB was a direct result of the fifty-ninth · 

session of the International Labour Conference of 1974. 

The Zambi an Governrnent ~;1as represented a t thi s conference 

and ratifi ed the reso 1 ut ions of the Conference whi ch r:ead 

in part: 'lt shou·ld be an objective of national policy for 
rural development to facilitate the establishment and 

growth, on a vol unta ry bas i s, of strong and i ndependent · 

organizations of rural worl<ers as an effective· means of 

ensuring the participation of rural workers.•21 

Fo1lowing the recognition agreement between the NUPAW · 

and the crn in 1974, the unionization of farm labour 

proceeded at a fairly fast rate. The NUPAW opened several 

branches particularly on the company-owned commercial 

farms. · Twenty out of thirty commercial farmers who 

· responded to the questionnaire said that they favoured the· 

unionization of farm labour.22 · îhose who · oppose·d. · 

unionization said that thej' preferred to deal ·w1th the 
. ··"; 

Labour Offi cer and not the NUPAW. 23 B.ut the fact thàt the · .· 
~ .. ;·· :: 

màjority of the commercial farmers favoured unionjzation 

reveals a measure of maturity on the part on the part of 

the commercial farmers who, before 1974, 
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were total ly opposed ta 1.mionization.. lt also meant that thé 

process of un;onzation could no longer be held bac!<. M .. 

Petric, a h.rm manager at Maize Research lnstitute. i.n 
/ 

· Mazabuka, sumrnarized the issue· qf unionazation as follo\'Js:. · --, 

'We can help each other with the Union. We provide · 

employment here and as a: result we expect high l,auour 

productivity. The Union 
. ' lot to educate. it.s . · can ao a 

members that b'lage increases can only corne about throu~h 

increased productivityo 1 2.4 

In chapter two, I argued that class struggle. and 

action on the commercia1 farms in the colonial period 11,as 

expressed through farm-to-farm migration, bush-fires, 

poisoning of livestock, a.nd absenteeism. ln the po:;t

coloni~l period,especially between 1975 and 19UO~ class 

struyg1e. and action 1·1as f::l<pressed through agitation for 

better working and living conditions in an organized · 

n@nn~r. As a r~sult of this form of struggle, after 1975 

fann 1 abour v1011 subs tanti al gains from agrari an capi ta 1 

such as sick leave, leave pay, housing al lo\r!ance9 and 

social insurance.25 On all the farms ~·1here the NUPAW had · 

branches, it made sure that .the employers followed the laid 

down regulations. Among other things, the NUPAW made sure 

that the Zambia National 

.contributions were made.2G 

Prov1dent Fund (ZNPF) 

The ZNPF took over the 

fonctions of the ~Jorkmen Compensation Iosurance:i formed · 

· in 1946, on the commercial. farms. According to the ZNPF 

Act of 1966:, a "c.asua 1 employee" was defin.ed as a person 

in employment for less than one month.27 This meant that. 
·O 

many farm workers qualified for the ZNPF cover., 

The NUPA~J O however, s t i 11 had orge.fi i za ti ona 1 prob 1 ems 

.even after 1975e ln 197~~ for instance, the Choma branc~ 

of the NUPAW was dissolved by the Union•s National Chairman for 

I 
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a 11 eged poor performance duri ng mon th 'of February: 1 It i s 
1 

understood that the defunct ))ranch executive was not quite 

conversant with the recognition agreement betwee.n the Union 

and the farmers, and this rendered it ineffective in its 

performance.• 28 Referring to the problems of the NUPAW in 

Choma district after 1975, N.A. Beckett, a Choma farmer, said:. 

'We used to hear quite a lot about the Union but it just died 

out like that~• 29 The organizational problems of the NUPAW 

in the Choma district could be partly attributed to the 

pre-dominance of private family commercial farms. 301ndividual 

farmers coul d eas ily dissuade the workers from 'joi ning the 

NUPAW or even intimidate them by threatening dismissal. 

Si mil arly, on the tobacco,, farms, there were fewer skil 1 ed 

workers to provide the needed Union leadership. 

The NUPAW tended to be more active on the farms owned 

by the private and parastatal companies. · The NUPAW had 

collective agreements with these companies. 31 On the private 

family commercial farms~ the NUPAl~ was relatively weak. As 

the NUPAW General Secretary said: 'On some farms Union leaders 

were not allowed to enter and to organize workers.• 32 One 

questionnaire r~spondent who decided to remain anonymous 

accused the NUPAW officials of only being interested in 

collecting subscriptions from members. The farmer charged 

that the officials' salaries were a hundred times more than. 

the farm workers' wages. 33 In any case, the NUPAW had no legal · 

·powers to compel all the farmers · ta unionize their labour. 

Unionization was supposed to take place on a voluntary basis 

in accordance with the resolutions of. the fifty-ninth session 

of the International Labour Conferenc~ of 1974. 34 

-... , <· 
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Between 1975 and 1980, farm labour appreciated the need for 

unionization. Mâny workers were very anxious to jnfo the 

.65 

This was expressed by a farm worker who sa f d: 'The 

Union is \•Jhat we needed most. \1e knew that through the Union·• · 

we could secure better working and living conditions 1 .35· 

Another worker said: 1 t1 Branch of the NUPAt,& was formed r 

at a neighbouring farm in the late 1970s. We a11 rushed there 

to enlist as mernbers •. 8ut the farmer here could not aliow 

us to do so. He threatened us with dismissal. •36 Thus, on 

the private fcitnily commercial farms, the intimidation of the 

workers craving for membership of the NUPAW, and not 

nec:essari ly the i so 1 ati on of farm workers,. was partly · 

responsible for the slow pace at which farm labour was 

unioni zed. 

In this chapter, I have argued that the diversification 

of croµ and pastoral proàuction and the introduction o.f 

ir·rigation increased the size of both the skilled and the 

unskil 1 ed permanent labour force on the commercial fanas in · · 
the Southern Province. The shift in production deepene4 and 

consolidated the pro1etarianization of farm labour. By 1980~ 

rural proletarianization was a clearly · irreversible. 

phenomenono I have also argued that the NUPA~, despite 

organizational problems in the Choma area, stepppd up its 

acti v i t'ies part icul arly on the company-owned comme rd a 1 farms .. 

It on the çompany-owned farms that 

proleta."ianization became highly marked,:. 
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CHAPTER FOUR - NOTES 

1. Intervie\'J, ~LN. Nang'amba, CFB Official, Lusaka:1 ·· 
November 21s 1989. 

2. See CFB, Membershir Lists from 1975 to 1980. The Lists · 
sho1t1 a distinct shîît in production after 1975. 

3. 

4. 

D.H. Gray, 1 Seed Production in Zambia8, 
Zambia, 4, l(Octobrr 1968), 80 

Farming in 

f<OZ, Agricultural and Pastoral Production, 1975.:-1976, 18 .. 

M.R. Mulele, 1 Wheat Growing in Zambia 1
, Farming in 

Zambia, 12, llApril 1978), 8. 

6. ROZ, Agricultrual l:laseline _Data for Planning, Volume 
1 (Lusaka:National Commission for Development Planning 
,:i.nd University of Zambia:-, 1983) edited b_y P.D. Ncub1:;, 
507. 

7. ROZ, Agricultural Uaseline, 502-08. 

8.. ROZ, Ag.ricultural and Pastoral Production, 1975-197.6 9 28. 

9. ROZ, Aqricultural and Pastoral Production, 1977-1978 9 18. 

10. Interview, Philip Banda, Ex-Farm Worker, Monze, 
February 9, 1989 

11. H. Aepoli, 1 How to Irrigate \.Jheat•, Farming in Zambia, 
11~ 2(June 1977), ~4-7. 

12.. Intervie\'J, BR.C. Lûndless, farmers, Mazabuka, February ·· 
4, 1989. 

13. ROZ, Agricultura1 Viachinery, 19-21. 

14. ROZ, Agricultural and Pastoral Production, 1975-1976 11 38., 

15. ROZ, Agricultural and Pastora.1 Production~ 1977-1978Lfb. 

16. Also Group Interview invo1ving Vincent Mukanjo, Mark 
Kakoma G and S. Mwaanga, Managers at Zambezi Ranching 
Company Limited, Msuma Ranch 9 Mazabuka, February 2, 
1989. . 

17. lntervie1;1, Beckett and Intervieï,Ï, Joneso A 1 so Group · 
!nterview!) Zambezi Ranching Company - a11 the three 
managers I interview~d ·were f'rom agricultura1 col1eges. 
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18.. Interview, Land1ess .. 

19 .... · Interview 9 Beckett. 

20 .. 

21. · 

22. 

23 •. 

24~ 

25.o' 

26 .. 

27~ 

. 28 

ROZ9 Department of Labour Annual Report .for 1967 ~ 5. 

·. IL0 11 Organizatfons of Rurà1 lforkers and The'ir Role in 
Economl c and Social Oevel ~pment, 59th Sess fon of the .· 

· international fa6our êonference 2 1974 · (Geneva:Ï-Lô;. 
1975)!.) 32. 

Thirty out of fifty questionnaires were returned:.1.· 
representing · a response rate of 60 per cento · This·· 

· figure is quite repre$e·ntative comp·ared · with the· 50 . 
per cent response normally obta_ined by the Central . 
Statistical Office. 

Interview@ BoW.. Tayloro Fariner,. Mazab~ka, February 2,: 
1989. 

Interviewo Mg Petric,· f,;irm Manager? mazabuka!'J February .. · 
2111 1989. 

· Interview, Sihrimbao 

Interviewl,l S .. H .. Mulumbi s. Ex-·NUPAW Official, Mazabuk~.o · 
.January 19, 1989. 

ROZ, The Em 1o ers' Guide- to the.Zambia National 
Provi ent und Lusa <a:Government Printer, 196 ) , 7 •. · · 

ROZ, Oepartment of Labour ~ort for Februar,'l, 197~,· .4. 

29. Interviewp Beckett. 

30,. See CFB~ Membership Lists from 1975 to 19800 In Choma .. ·· 
district, only Bonanza fobacco Company featYres. as a . : .. 
company-owned commercial ·fa1,n ... 

31. Interview, S11wimba. 

32. intervfow, Silwimbao 

. 33~ Anonymous Questionnaire Respondent!J .Mazabuka. 

ILO, 9fganizations of Rural Workers, 32 .. 

35.. Interviewo Anonymous. Fann lforkers, Monze, January · 12 5·.1989 .. 

·':·; 

' .. 1· 

" , 
· Interview, P,nonymous Fa.rm ~J~~ker, · Mazabuka •. January 19t. 1989~--· .:· 
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CHAPTER FUIE · 

In this _disse·rtation, I have a.rgued that pre-1945 f~nrts\:· .. : . 
. ·: .. ·' . 

of labour stabil izat1on gave _w_a_y- ·to · the po.st-1945 forms base~,·' ·-,:. 
', .' ;: : :.-·> 

not· only. on· 1ong duration i_ri ·w~ge'. ·employment .but a1so on thii·.:<:: '. .. · ·.· 
,•',,··· .. 

_ ac~uisitio_n of tedmical·· ·. skil_ls .. This qualitative •· 
. ,,, ; 

transformation was a result .: oi.'the post-Second World ~Jar\:.'.'. 
te,chriological innovations fo:' comiile'rcial agriculture. these: -· 

' . . ' 

innoVati(ms . were. both m~ch~nital ·. and : bio-chemical. -- :The.· ·. 
: ,, : :. ... process of labour· stabi lization ·.on· the commerc.ial farms · was ,; . · .. 

fàcilit~ted by rural .. to-rural migration,_ that_ is". the movement _· 

of. labour from other rural diStl'.'iC~S and. provinces to · the· - . 
•', . 

' . !-~ 

commercial farms a long the line-of~rafl; and .by 1and1essnes~- .. . ·_: .·, ::' 

and natural population incr.ease _in .the nat.ive reserves .. 

Rur~l-to-rural migration was :instrumental to the development:: · -
• . • • • ! ' ' •• 

of .commercial agriculture particularly at· . .the ·t1me when local. 

pla.teatï Tonga labour was .. reluctant to engage itse·lf in·:_ · ·.' 

pe~anent wage employment on th~ farmso 

After 1945, the development of the enclosure system, 

inithe native reserves and the P?PUlë1t.fon 1ncrease led to land 

·snortage particularly in the ,-Maz·abuka distr1cto By the. late . 

1950s, the loca 1 Tonga were increasing1,Y. selHng ,1 abour-pot..rer 

ori the commercial farms on permanÉint basiso Even though the:·:.: 
: .,. . 

COlf:)nial state recognized . the . ~mportaraçe, .of rural · labour .. · . 

stabilization, it did little or noth1qrg to faciHtate th1s·.- ... 
. . .· . ·•.·. 

process.· This was shown by. th~ colonial state•s ·' 

68 _'? .. 

·' 
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.·" 
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non ... fovolvement in the. production. and provision cf fam 

housing.. However, durfog the . c:o1orria1 perfod~ a rural . 

proletariat was already in existe~cè ~n the CQmmercial farms 

in . the Southern ?rovinceo This.· ;lass hc:ked accèss to the> · ;;. 
-· ·,·;,. 

etaàns .of pv-oduction, notably la.n~. a~d .to :,producthè prop~rty .. : 

. In c~apter three, I . argu~d that after 1964 there was 0.:, .- . . . ' . . . .. ,• ' .... 

irlcreased investment in farm mathinery and fam veMcles i1Mèh. ,. < > · . 
• • . • '. . •, •· ! . ,' ' '. • .• ·• . - .. :.!· .>\· ... · ;::( .. : 

1n t1Jrn created additfonal ~~marnf ·for skill~cl fann la~ùa:-~·.:,::. .O' /. 

I ·a.ho argued that the consol:id~ticm. of the. enclmÏ)ure sy~t~m· .... · 

and population increase in tile èustomary lands or vi11iges 

created w1de ... spread .landlessness·· in· the. Mazaln.tka distric:t.i: ·· 
. ' . . ~ . ' . ' 

.. 
As a i"esm1t there · was focy,eased participation of th~ local . 

Tonga in fann employment hl the post-co1onia1 per1od. Between·: 

1964tand 197411 the post-co1orai~l state 1ar~e1y failed to 1 ive.· 

up 1t stated obj~ctives regarc!ing· the improvement of. the 
: ... ' . . . . . ', 

conditions of service of fa~ l&bour.. .TMs tzas t?Vid~nced .by .. 
. . ', .· . ' ' ' .· 

the e~emptiori of . agrarian capital· .from ·. providfog standard ·. · ·. 

worrkers.1 housing and hoMsjng a~lowa.race ... · Like the colonial 
' . . 

state 11 the. post .. co1onia1 state ti1as more com:erned with 

creating tl\le mater'ial corui'itions · for production to take place··. 
' . . . . . . . . ·.· ', 

and not with 1mproving farm · labour• s worldng aild Hvi11g ·. 

conditfonso This was shown · by the · non-r-ecognition · .of the· 

NUPA\i by the CFB until 1974 despite the post00co1cmia1 stàte 0s . 
' . , 

ratlfi~ation of an ILO convention ·on the r··1~ht of associat1.on 

in.· ~gir1cu1 ture earlier in · 1961 •. · The fifty-n1ri,th : .. ~·-:· session.· : - .·. ·'.: 
,~ " • ,1 

of. thé International Labour .Confère~ce of 1974 ca11~d fer the. : 
.. .-.·.· ... : .. ' 

.. -11 
formation of strong rural .workers• organizations as a pre•: .. :·: ·: . 
conditfon for rural developmento 

"' . ;':' . .", 

. ln the fourth du~pter, . I have argued fhat the shift · 
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in·· production _which led. to the diversification of crop ·and. · 

pastora.l production. and to the ·ïntroduct.-ion. of irrigation~·.: . 
. ',· .·' 

.. '•.':·. 
IJroadènea and consolidated the. pro.cess. of labour stabi 1 ization· 

on. the conmierciàl farms~ Undèr -irrigation, for example, :, a··, 
•: . . .. . ,. . .. '' 

. \: ··,: 

-variety of crops could be grow11.:-thro~ghout· the year and i;herê_: .... ,:.,·· . 
' ··.. . . ·. •, : .: .·. 

by · focreasing the ·dêmand .for .. a r~latively l~rge unski11ed;\':-· · 
. . : . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . ' ·. ·.:-~ ·-: ..... : 

perinanènt 1 abour force~ I ncrea-Sed ré-Î nvestment in commerci ~:1 .'O' ·. 

· agricultµre between 1975 and·. 1980 · also. increased. the. dell'ian·d.; (:· . · 
: ... :· .;~...: ·_; 

for skillèd farm iabour to drive:tractors, trucks, ·_and· combiné. . ' '. ' ' .. ; . 

harvesters. This pev:-iod also ,' witnessed 
' . ' 

. . 

the .inèreàseq.,:,. 

i~volv~ment cif priva te and 'pa·ra~tatal companies in ·commetci,al,. '' '' 
. ··. ,• 

farmingQ_ · These companies normal ly. offered. better _conditiàn·t ·· 

,. 

of .ser.vice and we~e apt to follow labou.r regul~tions c001pàred :_ .: 

. i'lith. th~ fami lr-owned farming ·enterpri s~s 1:1hich at .tirnes. · 

ignored labour policyl> practice,. a~d procedureo. The period: ·. 

between 1975 and 1980_ also witnessed increa~ed activities, :;by. 
' .·~' 

(. ·.:· 

the NUPAW following_ .the recognition agreement of 1974~ The .'' ... ·. 

NUPAW opened severa 1 bra_nches in the Southern Provin.ce eve_n·. 
. . . . . ' . . . . ' . 

though it incurred ·a lot of. organi.zationa L problems 1n· ·. th.é' 
•,, . . ·. . . . . .. '. . . . : . 

Choma district. The NUPAW 9 
~-: power~ba.se .in· the province wa_s> 

on the company-owned commerc.ial farms such as Maize Reseat"ch, :· · .. 
. . ·. •, . ' 

. Institute Umited · in Mazabuka d·ï'strict. . On the .fam1ly00 ownect 

fanns, .the NUPAH was relatively weak.-. · 
' ' 

On the commercial far~s in Zambia, particularly- ,i.n thè· 
',· .. 

Southern . Province, a class of. farm workers which could b.è 

.temed as.a 11 rural·proletariat11 ··was·formed in the process pf 
. . . . .,' ' . . 

capita1ist agricultur_al_. production.· This class cannot -bè,· 

ter.med as a "semi-proletariat't., at ·. lE!ast not after 1945, a~· 
., 

Ken Swindell would ,eiant us to· believé. This class was not . 

., 

., ,,. 
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onl:, defined by the long duraUon spent in \'1a9e employment 

but . alsoo and more 1mportant1Ysi by its severence from t~e · · 

m_eans of production, partkularly land, and the la.et of a 

productive property. Money wa!1es t-Jere by far the major ·factor'· 

for fts daily upkeep and long-.term ,reproduction. _By ~980, the·_·.'. ·· 

process of rural proletariani.iation · on the. commercial · farms , 
. • ', . • • ,',·. 1· 

. . . . - . ~ . 

had .. b~er.. broadened, deepsned., and.c~nsoJidated in the Southern:_;~ 

Province of Zarnbia. 

.. . 

/ 

7.1 

'·, 
il. 

. ., 

.·, _1 
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K.. Swinde 11 , Farm Labour ( Caœbri dge: Cambri àge · ·: 
University Press, 19â~Ji, p~ 91 srid p. · 128.. Swindell .· · .. ,:: 
p_rescribes, like an authoritatiwe B!edicine,,,manl) the . . 
use of . the concept of "'sèrni"":pro_1etariat~·. for African.. ··.·: ·· ·, 
agricu1tura1 h_bour on the gro1.mds. that is difficult. 
to measure the degree ·of. la.ndlessnèss for African 
]abouv-. Our e:vidence has · shown ·that this prescription 
is. wr·ong and dangeroqs~ · The di&gnosis · 1eading to it 

. is not supported by empirkal. ev1dence~ ··_· !R the 
Southern Province;, migrant labour,' tihich '11ecame · . 
proletarianized or 1.1as 65$im11ated by. the local Tonga~ . · .. 
iacked access to means of µroductiôn·~ especia11y lttrid •. · . •· 
After the mid.:..1950s1) local Tonga labour' was also ..... -.· 
increasingly being dhorced from tfècE!'ss to the larid >: .. 
due ·to the development::of the enc.1ostJre system.;:··By·· .. ·. 
the late 1960.s, · landlessnêss in 'the Ma·zabuka district'< 
had become generaHzed. · Ajul_Uti 'A·. Bri°ef Summary of·:·· 
Pi"oletarianization• ~ p. 22 11 • also· raakes. an important. 
point: 'The question ·1s whéther we_ can conceptuaHse . c:·· ... 
a wor!dng ciass in the class·ical European .sense; or ... · · 
whether in the colonial· and· post ... colon_ial African .. 
context,, we . have t.o .. t''esort · to lo~se · untheotettcal_:·: ... · : 
categories such as semi-pro1Gtariat, trans-cliSS~tm/ : · 
etc .. 0 categov-'ies wtricb seem to · id.entify the wortdng · 
c1ass not in tenns of· 1ts · relation· to the meams of 
pY-oductiono but in terms of·· its place of orig·h1 ·or·. 
res i dence and the peri od ·spen,t at work i ng placés~ 1 .. 

.. , 
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APPENOIX I 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

73 

Questionnaires are rarely used in historical research 

by the historians. Questionnaires can be administered to · 

· supplement oral interviews arnong the literate. But the· 

historian has to be cautious when using this source. For• 

instance, in rny sample, I coultl not get information for 

the colonial period from the younger fanners whose fathers 

have retired from farming. 

For the post-colonial period question11aires are 

evidently valuable particularly due to the inaccessibi"lity 

of archival sources. The younger · generation of farmers 

. a 1 so k1101rJ sometlli n~ about events si nce 1964. Most of them 

were able to identify the problems of commercial 

agriculture since 1964 such as the unattractive prodµcer 

· prices for maize. 

Response rate \1Jas 60 per cent. Out of fifty 

questionnaires sent, ·thirty were returned. The sample is 

quite representative. The Central Statistical Offici 

mainly obtained a response. rate of slight1~over 50 per ce.nt 

(see, for example, ROZ, Agricultural and Pastoral· 
., , .. , 
' •'. 

Production 1972, Lusaka:CSO, 1976) •. Commercial farmers.;: 

in the Southern Province were wel 1 k.nown for their lo~ · 

response rate to mailed questionnà1res. · One fanner told ·· 

me that he had a heap of ·.question"'n°~ires but had no· time·. ,· 

to f11 l them in. 

. i 

·' '.t, 
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QUESTIONNAIRE SAMPLE 

1. (a) Name of :farmer and farm 

(b) r,'lajor products: 

i. 1900 1945 

ii. 1945 1964 

iii. 1965 1975 

iv. 1975 1980 

2. In 1938, G. St. J .. Orde Browne reported that the labour market in 

Northern Rhodesia was in the primitive stage as shown by desertions/· 

absenteeism, and other forms of labour indiscipline. 

( a) Do you agree that the poor performance of commercial :farmirig "' 

between 1900 and 1940 1:Jas responsible for this indiscipline? 

State other reàsons: ---·--------

(b) Do you a.gree that low wages, poor housing and rations were 

a result of the generally low-grade unreliable labour :force 

at this time? Give reasons :for your answer: -------

(c) Do you think labour migrations were responsible :for the unre...:. 

liability of farm labour between 1900 and 1940? ·~ .. -------
If not, state other factors: -----------------

3. The Committee appointed to enquire into the development of the 

European :farru.ng industry (1946) noted the _importen:ce o~ agricul- _. 
:.: . 

ture for tl1e ecoaomic and social strucfure of' Norther11 RhOdesia and-·> 

identified :financial obstacles to agricultura development such as· 

the lack o:f long-term and short-term agricultural loans. 

(a) Are financial obstacles alone a satisfactory explanation?--.</: 
. ( 

; .··,:. 
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(b) Would producer prices explain the picture more fully? ------
(c) Comment:. --------------------------------

4. In 1938 1 it was reported that Maize Control t::ould put up t1ages and make 

labour di:ffïcul t to fïnd. 

(a} To what extent would you say Maize Control contribu-ced to the 

labour shortage on the farms? ---------------·---
(b) iillly were Africans :from other districts and provinces more reliabl'e 

than the local plateau Tonga in the period 1945 to 1964? -----

{c) 'fo what extent has this !Jeen the case in the period af'ter 1964? 

(d) Do you agree that non-locals tended to be more permanent because 

of lack of opportunities to earn money through the sale of maize 

or livestock? 

5. After the Second World War. the state of commercial agriculture improved 

considerably to meet the new challenges. 

(a} Did the mechanization of agriculture lead to wholesome displacement<:· 

{b) 

of' labour? 

(i) Yes (ii) NO ------ -------
\llould you sa.y that the mechanization of' a,&rricul ture led to the 

stabilisation of the agricul tural labour f'orce ( that is making the · 

labour force more permanent or stable)? 

(i) 

(iii) 

Yes {ii) NO 

State the advantages of a stable and efficient labour force· 
" . 

under conditions of mechanized agriculture: ----------

.. 
'•i.• 

'-' '•,' 

~,'.·: 
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On your f'arm, hae you found instances o:f A:fricans who have 

lost contact with their villages and whose children are born 

on the :farma and work there also in the period 1945 to 1980? 

____ Comments (i:f any)~---------------

(d) Would you say that the allot;ment af plots o:f land to :farm 

labourers and the presence o:f married farm labourers contributed 

to labour productivity and efficiency? aExplain: ---·-----

{e) How true is it to say that housing is very important in order to 

have a stable labour force? 

... 

(i) True ---·------- (ii)False ----- Explain: __ 
~·--:-: 

{f) What is the most impor·tant factor in order to have a stable labour · ;. 

:force? 

(i} Housing and rations_~-----

relations 

(ii} Good employor/employee 

(g) \lîould you say stores on the farms helped ta mak.e the labour moï.:e· 

stable? How? 

(h) l!fuich factor do you think is more impor'tanttowards the daily up

keep · .'o:f the farm labourer? 

Capacity to earn cash wa.ges -----
Capacity to till the land ------

n 

(i) Would you say that the lack of land in African customary 

areas or native reserves contributed to the making of a 

more stable farm labour force? 

~ '. ', 

., 
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(j) How many workers on your farm became prosperous a:fter working 

for you and started off on their 01.11n? Give some -------
details: 

6. In 1969 0 the Zambian Manpower Development division reccmmeuded labour

intensive production methods in industrs and agriculturee 

(a) What would you :favour, labour-intensive methods or capital-inte-

nsive methods? .!.'lhy? -------------- ------

(b) In your opinion, what hai:;ze been the main problems pf commercial 

agriculture between 1964 and 1980?. 

(c) (c) 

---------------

lllhat fa~ora do you thlnk contributed most to the decline in 

large-scale agricultural production af.ter 1964? ---------

7. Do you think the demand for a speci.al housing loan in 1963 to construèt ·: 

houses for farm labour was justi:fied? -----------------
.; 
'· .• .. ! 

80 ~here would you say one is likely to find a more stable labour force? 
·: '{ 

(a)L In maize production ii. In livestock productistri? '.y ---------

iv. Others 

(b) Why? 

iii. In tobacco production 

.. , 

--------

--------------------------------

9. To what extent l'\!ould :,ou sas that the activities of' A:frican National' 

Congress {ANC) contributed to the shortage o~ labour on your farm. 

-,-,., 
·-) 

'! 
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between 1953 and 1964? 

10. What were the workers.:1 general view of the ANC? 

11. Would you s ay that non-locals tended to be mnre politically active 

than the locals? Why do you say so? -------

12. In 1959, it was reported that some farmers viewed labour laws as too 

complex, theoretical, and unfair to have an.y application to them •. 

(a) Which labour laws in the period 1945 to 1964 would you say were 

complex, theoretical, and unfair? ----------------

(b) \lihich labour la't!IB in the period a:fter 1964 do you think were 

complex, theoretical, and unfair? 

(c) Do you see any differences or similarities between colonial 

labour laws and policy and post-colonial laws and policy? __ _ 

Cite examples: --------------------------

13. Would you support the idea.of your workers joining the National Union 

of Plantation and Agricultural Workers (NUPAW)? -----------------
Give reasons for your answer·,: ----------------------

14. Comments (IF ANY) 
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CROt4NLAND, NATIVE RESERVE ANO NATI\I~. TRUSTLAND (SQUARE MILES)• 

MAZABUKA CHOMA . ·GWEMBE ·.KALOMO 

Crownland 1,548 949 143 1,256 

Native Reserve 1,906 1,430 3»302 6~36~ 

Native Trust-
land · 830 ·438 _l,424 4,385 

Total 4,284 21)817 4,868 ,12DOQ9 

Source: Muchangt:Je,., Tonga Land Utilizat'ion, IIo 

.. ·. 

' 

NAMWAL/\ 

17 

5,053 

3,328 

8,398 
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APPENO!X UI 

fAPJ~ fJ'1PLO\'M84î AS Aî 30TH SEPTEMBER& 1912 (SOUTHERN PROVINCE) 

SAlARIED EMPLOYEES WAGE EAIUiERS 
HOLDINGS ON AFRICAH . Nm,-AFRI CAN AfRXCAN -NON°AFRICAM 
ACREAGE MALE ·FEf-1.l\LE MALE FEt41\LE HALE FEMALE MALE FtH4AL.E --- . G 'f"Y V C7 

0~199 20 2.· 70: 40 .. ... 

200~499 40 . 9: : ·10·. 30 ... .,, 
.(.., . .. 

500 .. 999 30 .. 610 6 .... 

1!!000-1,999 30 5 5 2 540 80 .... 

2,000-4e999 620 100 10 (\ ,:) ll)080 1&0 ... 

OVER 5,000 410 40 190 30 21)530 650 l90 

PROVINCIAL TOTAL 1.150 156 205 40 4&900 923 . 190 2 

NATIONAL TOTAL 30770 310 370 90 13,880 1 0 960 570 60 

Source: J{OZt !:.i]ricultura 1 and Pastm~a1 Production, Col'OO'lercia 1 Farm$, 1972 (Lusaka: CS0 11 1976), 8. 
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., .... !, 

PRODUCTION EXPENSES ON COMMERCIAL fARMS IN ZANBIA, 

1972 {K MILLION) 

Salaries ~nd Wages 

Stock and Poultry feed 

Fe1"'tilizers 

New Machinery Purchased 

Livestock and Poultry 

. Hire and Maintenance of Plant and Machinery 

Oepredation 

. Fuel and Lubrkants 

New Farm Buldings 

Seeds and Plants 

Repair of Building and Structures 

Other t;{penses 

Total 

K(mHHon) 

4.,8 

3c5 

3.5 

3.4 

2.,1 

l.7 

1.5 

l.3 

1.1 

0.5 

0 .. 4 

-6.d 
26.2 

.. 

81 " 

Source: ROZ, Agricultural and ~a.stora1 Product.i,011,. 19720 ? •. 

.. . 

• '~~ 1 ( 

.' 
• • • 1 

,', 
',,.·; 

,: -~ 

CODESRIA
-LI

BRARY



82 

APPENDIX V(a) 

AFRICAN AVERAGE EARNINGS FROM EMPLOYMENTt 1945 

,; 

INDUSTRY · NUMBER AVERAGE ANNUAL 

. ENGAG.ED. 

Ag'ri eu l ture (European) 27 000 

Mining · 33 000 · 

Manufacturing 9 500 

Building and Construction .. 6 ooo· 

Transport ·5 400 
. ' 

Commerce 4 200 

Professional (mostly mission employees) 9 700 

Government 29 700 · 

Persona! and Domestic Services 17 500 

Other (including ail Africans employed 

by individual Africans) 24 000 

TOTAL · 166 000 

Source:. Phyllis Dean, Colonial Social Accounting. 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1953), 

P. 27. 
•> 

' 

EARNINGS {[) 

10.3 

41.2 

19. 1 · 

10.7 

17.1 

2308 

11.7 

18.7 

19.4 

6~0 

20.2 

., 

-· 
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OIAORAM 6•3 

3 

2 

S.,·s 
(in c.urrent 

prie.es) 

100 

1955 

Source: 

/ 

T 
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APPOOIX V ( b) 

AVERAGE AFRICAN EARNINGS 

AVERAGE AFRICAN WAGES 

1957 1959 

"' 
' 

1%1 1963 

SERVICES 
AVERAGE 

AGRICULTURE 

1965 

Printer, 

. : ~ ' 

·:<:;. 
.... ... -·; 
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1. UNPUBLISHED PRIMARY SOURCES 

. 1.1 NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF ZÂî~BIA · 

1.2 

1.1.1 SECRETARIAL SERIES 

SEC 2/147, 1956, Mazabuka Annual Rep6~t 
. on African Affai~s •. ·· 

SEC 2/148~ 1950-1959, Mazabuka District' .. 
· Annüal Repoitso 

SEC 2/1055,. 1939-1940, Mazabuka Tour · ,.: - ·• 
· Reports. 

SEC 2/1056 9 1940, · Mazabu!ut Tour ·Reports; .. : 

SEC 2/1058, 1949-1950 9 Mazabuka Tour·· 
Reportso 

SEC 2/1059, 1950-1951, Mazabuka Tour· 
· · Reports 

SEC 2/1061, 1952~- Mazabuka Tour Report~::~. 
. . . . . ' '~ ~- .. ; ··. 

SEC 2/1062,-1953, Mazabuka Tour Reports·. 

SEC 2/1063 ~ ~954, Mazabuka Tour Reports:~ 

1.1.2 DISTRICÏ NOTEBOOKS 

KSB 3/1, Maz4buka District Notebook, 
· Volùme 1~ · · · · 

ORAL INTERVID\IS 
'· •' ,.·'·· .•,,•. 

Belo0 is a compleie.list of all the pe6ple l 
interviewed. .In ad.dition to individual , . .·.· ... 
interviews, I also had··several group interviews_:::: .. · 
and discussions with .farmers, · farm workèrsri ,, ,. · 
and other interested persans. For f~ar of 
victimization, some farm workers. decided to · 
remain anonymous.· · 

Atkins, G. Farmer' , Mori.ze .. February 9, 19890 

Banda J 9 Retired Fa~m W6rker~ Choma. 
Febrùary 9, ;19890 

. Bubala, P. Farm Tractor Drivers Mazabuka. 
Fepruary ·2, 19890 

. . . . 
• • O·r/,; 

.·-J. 

', j 
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Chendamukanwa, FoM. Assistant labour Officer, 
.february 2, 1989. 

Chikamba, G. Farm vlorker, Monze. January 
12, 1989 , 

Chiputa, H. Businessman/Farmer~ Mazabuka 0 · 

February 4, 19890 

Chisebenta, N. Villâger~ Mazabukao Januar.}' 18~ 
, 1989. 

Chongo, R.A. Bank Employee~ Mazabuka. January · 
18, 1989. . 

. Co 11 ett, H. D. (Mrs), Farrner, Mazabuka.s · February 
2, 1989~· 

Cornhill, G. Farmer/Businessman 9 ·Monze. February 
10, 1989. 

Geddie~ G.A.P. Farmer, Mazabuka, February 3s 
19890 
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6reen9 D. Farmer, Choma. · February 23, 1989. · · 

Haaloba, G. Farm Truck Driver/Mechanic~ Mazabuka •. 
February 2,.1989. 

Haciwa~ R. Farm Worker, Mazabuka. February 4~ 
1989. 

Hamoonga, P. Ex-Farm Worker, Mazabuka. January · 
19, 1989~ 

Hiloonde, A. Ex-Farm Worker, Mazabuka. Jànuary 
179 1989 •. 

Howes~ o. Farmer/Business man, Monze. February·. 
10 9 1989., 

Jacobsen~ K.FQ Farmers Choma .. February 24:a 19890 

Jeffels, S.M. Farmer:; Chorna. February 9, 19890 

Jones, T. Farmer~ Monze. February 9, 19890 

Kazingwe 0 Fo Ex-Farm ·Worker, Monze.. September 
29, 1989. . 

. . 
Landlessg B.R.,C. Farrner, Mazabuka. February 

4,· 1989. 

Malambol> J. Farm Trac.ter 1cDri.ver, Monze .. 
January 1~!) 1989., · 

': 
•, . 

Mbao, L .. M. District· Labour Officer, Mazabuka ... 
January 18~ 1989. 
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Mbewe (fvlrs). Farm Supervisor's Wife, Monze. 
February 9~·19a9Q 

Miyandao l~atchmanl,) Mazabukao January 18./ 1989 .. 

Moyo, R.J. Bank Employee, Mazabuka. January 
. 18~ 1989. . . . 

Mulumbi, S.H. Former NUPAW Provincial Organizing. 
Sec·retary p · Maz a bu ka. January 19, •·· 
1989. 

Munang'andu, J. Farmer, Monzeo ~anuary 1, 1989 •. 

Mutembo, R. Farm Worker, Mazabuka. . February: 
4, 1989. 

Mweemba~ J. Farm Workerj) Mazabuka. January·.20,: 
1989. · 

Mweemba, o. Farm Worker, Monze. February 9,. 

Nang 1 amba, 

1989. 

W.N. CFB Assistant Executive. 
Oirector, Lusaka. November 
21, 1988. 

Petric~ M. Farm Manager, Mazabuka. January 21 9 

1989. . ,• 

Quenet, R. Farmer~ Monze.. February 9& 19890. 

Shamputa, J ~ Bank Employee, Mazabuka. January 
18, 1989. 

Shenton, G. Farmer, Mazabukao February 2l) 19890. 

S1bajene. Industrial Relations Manager, Za~bia ... 
Sugar Company 11 • MazabUka. January 
20, 1989· .. 

Sih..rimba~ S.C. General Secretav-y, NUPA~~' Kabwe~ 
March 3~ 1989$ 

S1masiku, R. Fàrm .Worker 1 M0nze. _February 9, 
198~.. . 

Simwanza F.. Bank Emplô_yee, Monze. , Jarmary 13~ 
1989. 

Siyunda~ R. Watchman=> Magoye .. February 1, 1989 ... 

Street, P. L Retired Farmerl) Mazabukao February 
4, 1989.· .· . ': . 

Taylor, BoW.. Farmer; Mazabuka. February_ 2, . 
19890 . 

·' 

.',,."": 

-.. , 
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2. fUB!J.SHED PRIMARY SOURC~~ 

2.2 

PUBLISHED REPORTS -
Johnson, C.E. African Farrain · Im rovement in the 

Plateau onga . aize Areas o _,.'lr.t~ern 
Rhodesia ... Lusàka: Government : 
Printer, 1956., 

Muchang~,:e~ L L 12!1ga Land Uti 1 i zation Survey! 
Mazabuka. District. Lusaka: · 
Deparimet1t of. Agriculturep· 1961-

Orde-8rcwme ~ G.St.Jo Labour Conditions in Northern. · 
i:fhoctesi a. Co lonfa 1 Report .- ·. 
î~o.: 150~ London: His Majesty 0 s 
Stationery Office, 1938. · 

Troup, 

White, 

L.C. -R~port of a C.9nunission of Inguir~· 111,to. 
the Future· of the Eurofiean _ Farm1nq . • _ · 
Indust_r.t of Nortfiern R odesia. tùs'aka:· 
Government Printer» 1954. · 

NORTHERN RHODES V\ GOVERNMENT REPORTS 

Northern Rhodesia. 
Government, Q.e_e.Q_fJ;ment of Labour Report fpr M~.y,. 

1952.. ,; __ . 

Department of La~ur Report fo.r. ·· }:~: 
August 1961. - ·?·~ 

Final Re ort of the Select Committee:, ..• <}?~; 
~J_Qte . · to , Exam ne ·and, Re rt · on t ,(:c :_: · ·-~;~~; 
Question. of Land Settlement __ o· -. , ·.· ,:\·::~a:;h; 

)! 1,: . .(' , , • 1 •; '.•.:c""',j 

Northern Rhodes ia for Ex-Ser,ncemen .• ·· ·· 
and others. - .Lusaka: Governrnent. 
Prin ter :-Ï947 •· · · · 

_:·?'.:·Ji 
,, .. (· .. ;~)' 
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2.3 

\ '.\ ...... 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ·ZAMBIA DOCUMENTS 

Republic of ZDmbia., Aqricultural Baseline Data for 
Planning. Volume 1. Lusaka: 
National Commission for 
Developmeht Planning and 
University of Zambia, 1983. 
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~Jritultura1 Production in Za.mbia 
on Non-African Farms Plus Sales. 
of African Grown Crops. Lusaka: 
Central Statistica1 Office - CSO, 
196{~. 

{~.9ricultural and Pas~0r-al 
Production, 1966. Lusaka: cso~. • 
1967. 

Aqric~ltura1 and Pastoral 
Production, 1967. Lusaka: cso~ · · 
1968. 

Agricultural and Pastoral . . 
Production, 1974-197i. Lusaka:. 
GSO, 1975 •. 

Agricùltural and Pastoral . 
Production 1975-76. Lusaka: CSO, 
1976. 

Agricu1tura1 and Pa~toral 
Prodüction; 1977-1978 •. Lusaka: 

· CSO, 1979. 

Department_of Labour Annual 
Report for 1968. 

Department of Labour Report 
.for June 1965. 

Department of Labour Report 
for November 1965. 

Deeartment of Labour Report ~or 
February 1975. 

Employers 1 Guide to Zambia . 
National Provident Fund. Lusaka: , 
Govern~ent Printer, 1966.·. · · 

First National Development Plan, ..;. , 
1966-1970. Lusaka: Office of ., .. 
Nation~l Development Plahning~: 
July 1966,o 

Gove~nm~nt Gazette Acts: Ind~x~tci 
Supplements Containing Acts for-, 
the Year 1965. Lusaka: 
Government Printer9 1965. 

- ·.~·· 

..• 
·-'· .c;• 

. ,i 

· .. >·,: 
. I', 
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Indus tri a 1 Re lôti ons Haiulbook. 
Kab\tJe: Pres-iëîêirt1 s Citizenship 
College, May 1976. 

Manpôwer Report: A Report an_'! · 
Statist1ca1 Handbook on Manpower, . 
Triining and Zambian1zation,,. . 

. 1965, 1966~· 

Monthlv Economie B~1letin~ 
Augüst

1

, 1966. Lusaka: Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

OTHER GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 

Rickards~ CE. The Economies of Farm Mechanization. 
Lusaka:: Mount Makulu -Research 
Station~ 1966. 

Tractor Mechanizatibn Notes. 
Lusaka: Mdunt Makulu Research · 
Station, 1966 .. 

Sneadl) P.G.(ed.) Agricultural Machinery: This. is · 
What .tt Costs to Run. Lusaka: . , . 
bepartment of Agriculture, 1975;: 

Stokes, C.AoJ. Mwanachingwala Cat~hment Conservat16n 
Plànc Lusâka:""ifépartment of . . 
Agriculture, 1968. 

.· ' ': .. 

Nansenga ·Catchment Conservatfon Plan .... 
Lusa!c;a: Department of Agriculture~ 
1967. . 

3. INTERNATION ORGANISATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

International Labou~ 
· Organhationp 

Report to .the Government of Zambia. on . 
~ri cul tura'f .Marketing and Pricfri9,;_-: ·. . 
Policies~ Rome:·FAOlil 19740 -· 
Narrow.ir1g·the Gaps: Pl_~nning for.:--.·: · ·
Basic Needs and Productive .... 
"t~riiploy!îient · in_Zambia~ Addis Ababa::, · 
lnter,1a.t1ona 1 · Labour Office Jobs .. . . . .• 
and Skills :Pr:ogramme for Africalil ... •,.: ..... ,. 
January 1977"'-o . ' ' 

.. 
.9rganization of Rural Workers .and .: •. · 
îhe1r Role 1n Economie and Social ... , 
ôeve1Jm:vnent(>. Gêneva: ÏLô-f914.; ·- · .... · 

' • •• 1 

. ,;:, 

: ' :: 
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9!~[QR~~~J1~:i1~idoîâ:0:â°tco'r1'rr1ess l), 
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' ' 
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4. · .. Uî'4PUBL!SHED SEMH«AR AND CONFERÊNCE PAPERS 
-ro-n ~ . .....,_ ........ 

·. Chiptangt:J9S,,No 'Class Formation and Class Strung1e in 
î-1azabuka Distri.ct Dtaring Colonial Rule 0 

• 

Unpublished·S5mtnàr Pape·r, History ·· 
Departmr.mtn Un'i'varsit:y of Zambia 11 . 

Fenruary 23~ · 1983c 

Cols on,,, E. 

Htamiras B.P. 

8 ît1e Assimflatfo·~. of A11ens Among the îongac;~ 
Unpublished ·cqnf:arence Paperg March, 1966~.-i ,>, .. 

'farm Labouf ~; Agrar.ian Capital and the .State < •. 
in Colonial Zambfa: 1942-52°.. UnpubHshed'·./'' · 
Seminar PaperD. 1'iistory Oepartment, University· 
of Zambia, April 3-6, 1984. . .. 

'The lfousing Question on Commercia1 Farms · 
in Zambia~ 1945-1988, With Special · 
Reference to· the Sduthern Province'. 
Unpublished Seminar Paper~ History 
Departmcnt, University llf Zambia, llune 28, • · 
1989. 

MUdt~nda, S. R. 'Labeur Gonditions on Commercial Farms 
in Choma Areai 1930-1956 1

• Unpublished · 
Ur.dergrctdua.te Research Project, His tory·. 
Departmeùt~ University of Zarnbia, 1~32 .. 

5. THESES AND D.ISSERTATI°ONS ---------·-
Baylies, C .. L. 'The State and Class Formation in Zamoia'. 

Ph .. D. Thesisi,· lfrri,;ers1ty of Wisconsin-

Dopcke., H .. 

Madison, 19780. · 
'', ;'·· 

1 Politics and Agra~ian Change Among the 
Plateau ton~ of Northern Rhodesia:. ·. · ··. :- ;.: ' 
c .. 1924-19.63'." .·· ;:Ph .. O .. .îhesis 11 Unhersft,i.': ,- · 
of London• 19760 · 

'Aspects of the Hhtary of Europaan Agricttlttlre. • 
in i1orthern Rhodesh 11 c,.1910-1939 1

., Diploma·)tn. .. i· 
Historical Stu'di@sii ·<st. Johns Collegei. May ·19~ .... · 

. ' ' ' . ,·.· 

y Fry!) Je 1 An Analysis of Erripl,ri.ifitterit i.H1rl Incomé Disiribtrci:on,: '~0: ' 
fo Zam!:tia 0

• Ph .. D. Thesis, NMffied CoH.ege11 1974 <, ·< ' 

Isaac. T. 1 Housing PolicieS:in Zambia, 1960 to 1981:A ' ·. · · 
Critical Perspe<:ttve 8

;, Ph.O. îhesis, Columbia, 
Universttyo . ~ 
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Jone, M. Y.. ijîhe Poli tics of iihite Agrarian Settlement 
in Northern Rbodesia$ 1898-1978'Q M.A. 
Dissertation\). University of Sussex, 1974 .. · • · 

91 

Momba~ J.C.. 0 The State~ Peasarit Differentiation and Rural. · 
· Chss Formation··.,-': PhoD. Thesis 0 University 

of Toronto, 1982~ · 

· Zgambo 0 L..H.. 'Farm Labour .in the Eastern Province of Zambi·a,~ · 
1898 to 19~4'.;.·:' ~l.~Ac Dissertation!t University ·· · 
of Zambh, 1983~ · · · 

6. UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA RESÉARCH REPORTS 

ChiHvumbo, A. 'Migration an{m,ra1 Oevelopment in Zambiio 
Lusaka:University of Zambia, undated~ · 

Ka 1 ul .a, E. , and 
.Hôchungwa P .Do(eds.)~ 0 Some.·Aspects of Zambian Labour 

Relatfons 0
• · .Lusaka:UniveY'sity of Zambia.~ 1975. 

Smi1h2r, ,~. 'The function of Self-Help Projects in-the 
Field of Infrastructure, Illustrated by 
Selected Examples in Zambie'. Rural 
Development SJudies Bureau~ 198:L. 

7. NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

The Livingstone Mail. 

F.arming in Zambl2... 

Za.rnbian Commercial Farming .. -

8. · · MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES 

Coœnercial Farmers Bureau" MembershiR Listso Instituta of· 
Africa.n Studi es Research Papers: . 

9o . · PUBLISHEO SECONDARY SOURCES;..BOOKS AND ARTICLES 

Aeopo11, H. 

. , . Ajul~, R .. O.K. 

al-low to Irr1gate t~heat'. ~ing in Zambia.,' . 
11 92, June 1977, 24•7 ~ .~ . 

.. ,··.: 

Masters and Serfs.<,:fam Labour in South AfticâlP · 
London:lnternatf~'.Defence and ·Afd f'tm&;,,1113·~ 

.. 
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~lass and Natto~:HistoricallX and in the 
Current Cri sis •. Londo.n:Heineman, 198011 

92 

Arrighi .. G. 1 Labour Supplies in His.torical Perspective: 
A Study of the Proletarianization of the. .· . . .. 
African Peasantry in Rhodesia'. Go Arrighi and· 
JoSl Saul~ Essa•s on the Political Economy of 
A frigo Nevt Yor.~ and ondon: 1onth y evi ew 
Presst 1973. 

Balch•Jine R~Eo Economie Develo ment and Ex ort Growth: A Stud. 
o · Northern Rhodesia 1920-19 • Bér·eley: 
University of Ca1ifor1Îia Press 11 1966 ... 

Ballantyne, A .. O. Maize .. J.roduction in Za,mbia wHh Seeç_ial 
Reference to_Variet~ and So11 FertiÏiti. 
London:Publications Bureau 0 1965. 

Baylies, Co 'The Emergence of lnd1genous Capitalist 
Ayriculture:The Case of Southern Province~ 
Z.ambia 1
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