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Abstract

Abstract

Verb in Amharic
morphological study

Amharic is the official language of Ethiopia, spoken by between 17
and 18 million people as a mother tongue, and by as many again as
a second language. Ambharic is understood almost the whole country.
Ambharic belongs to the Semitic family of languages (e.g. Arabic,
Hebrew, Ge’ez...). There are, however, somewhere between 70and 80
languages spoken within the political boundaries of Ethiopia, a greater
number of which are spoken by only a few thousand people. Despite its
long history, Ambharic really became the written language of Ethiopia
from the second half of the nineteenth century onwards. Since that time,
Amharic has developed an extensive and sophisticated written literature,
making it one of the largest vernacular literatures in Sub-Saharan Africa.

This Thesis deals with the morphology of Amharic verb. That is
means it concerns with the morphological forms and structure of verb in
Ambharic. In addition it concerns also with the Amharic verb affixes
(prefixes, infixes and suffixes).

The chief Objective of the study is to find out the morphological
features, which distinguish Ambharic verb. It also aims to focus on verb
basic and derived forms and analysis the inflection of Amharic verb
(Tense, Aspect, Mood, Person, Number, and gender).

On the other hand the thesis has a practical importance that it can
used in teaching Amharic.

The thesis uses the descriptive method, which study certain language
in a certain time. The study will use the Addis Ababa or Ethloplan
capital’s standard of Amharic as research model.

In this study, I argue against the widespread claim made in the
descriptive literature on Ambharic morphology that Amharic verb roots
consist of consonantal radicals ranging from one to six. The study will show
that all verbal roots have uniformly three or four radicals in their underlying
representations and that variations in the number of such radicals in surface
verbal forms is a result of extensions and /or reductions of one or more of
the three underlying radicals.

The Study also hypotheses some hypothesis such as :

-The possibility of reclassifying the types of triradicals basic verb
forms.
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- The possibility of adding some special or irregular derived verb
forms.

- The possibility of reclassifying verb moods.
The study also tries to answer some questions such as :

- Did the derived verb forms with the prefixes A% /fan/, +7 /tan/
are regular forms? Are these forms original in Amharic or borrowed
from Ge’ez?

- Did Ambharic verb inflect to denote tense, aspect and mood or not?
"In other words dose Amharic have a morphological tense, aspect
and mood? ‘

The thesis has an introduction, three chapters and conclusion.

The introduction gives some background information about Amharic
language, the review of literature and the methodology.

Chapter one deals with the basic verb forms, which divided into tow
types: triradicals (triradicals & abbreviated triradicals) and
quadriradicals (quadriradicals & abbreviated quadriradicals). It also
discusses the simple and compound verb.

Chapter tow discusses the derived verb forms. It focuses on tow
kinds of derived verb forms, the derived verb forms with prefixed
morphemes and the reduplicative derived verb forms with infixed
morphemes.

Chapter three deals with the inflections of verbs (Tense, Aspect,
Mood, Person, Number, and gender).

The chapter analyzing the morphological structure of Amhari'q verb
inflections of tense, aspect and mood in Ambharic, illustrating it’s forms,

prefixes, and suffixes. The chapter also discusses Amharic verb

inflections of person which divided into three categories (1* person, 2™

~ person, 3™ person), gender which divided into tow categories (masc. &
fem.) and number which divided into tow categories (singular & plural),
the chapter also describing it’s forms, prefixes, and suffixes.

The Conclusion gives the main results of the study.
The obtained results can be summarized as follows:

1- The study disagree with thy majority of scholars which claim that
Ambharic verb roots consist of consonantal radicals ranging from one to
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six, and not accepted the mono, bi-, quinqui— and sexi-radicals verbs as
independent categories of a basic verb forms. But accepted it as
secondary categories of triradicals and quadriradicals verbs.

2- The study divided basic verb forms in Amharic, according to. the
number of root consonants, into tow categories, triradicals and
quadriradicals. :

3- the study accepted the compound verbs as special verb forms in
Ambharic.

4- the study accepted seven regular derived verb forms.

5- the study explained that the derived verb forms with the prefixes

A7 [tan/, +% /tan/ are borrowed from Ge’ez, so it accepted these
forms as irregular and special derived verb forms.

6- the study added other derived verb forms which derived by the
extension of triradicals and quadriradicals roots.

7- the study show that verb in Amharic inflected to express tense,
aspect, mood, person, gender and number.

8- the study show that tense is divided into three main categories past,
present and future. It is also explained that the verb forms in Ambharic
do not denote tense.

9- the study explained that the verb forms in Amharic denote aspect.
It is also show that aspect divided into three types: progressive, recent
and dlstant aspect.

10- the study shows that the verb forms in Ambharic denote mood. It
divided verb moods into tow types only: Indicative mood and
Imperative mood. The study did not accept the Infinitive mood and
conditional mood as independent verb moods.

11- the study explained that Amharic verb inflected to express person,
gender and number by using affixes (prefixes, suffixes), which
attached to verb stem.

12- the study shows that there is some verbs have irregular inflection
and divided these verbs into tow classes: defective verbs (70" /naw/,
At [?akla/, ML /nabbara/) and irregular verbs (hn [fatal, A71L
[famora/, @ /Jo/, @2 /mat’t’ o).

*® ok ok
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