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ABSTRACT 

This study addresses the issue of crime in our Society. 

It is observed that in recent years, vio~ence/crime has become 

a common feature of our social environment. The · ge·neral 

effect of t;.his, especially on urbanites, is their 

susceptibil~ty to fear and their crave for safety through the 

creation of safe environments; an attempt that falls withi~ 

the purview of crime prevention through environmental design. 

This study thus explores the response of planning, design 

and construction to the increasing wave of crime in our urban 

environment. To achieve this aim, a number of objectives were 

set forth. Inclusive are: an examination of both spatial and 

temporal variations in crime; an analysis of the relatioriship 

between crime rates and the affluence (socio economic 

characteristics) of irihabitants; an examination of security 

devices to inhibit crime and lastly,/the effectiveness and 

costs of these devices. 

Three hundred and fifty questionnaires were administered 

in some selected localities in Ibadan, the study area. 

Secondary information were also obtained from the Nigerian 

Police and several literature. 
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Two hypotheses were.tested on the relationships between 

crime and ·socioeconomic status on oiie hand · and age/design 

standard of. l:Juildipg and security. devices observed on the 

other hand. 

In the study, a· spatial distribution of .crime was 

uncovered in Ibadan which could prove extremely useful for all 

planners. Also discovered wcre· the social, economic and 

environmental effects.of security devices on the people. 

Based on findings, :it is recommended that an integrated 

approach of crime prevention which will involvè the police, 

the citizens and the environment wilI substantially reduce the 

wave of urban violence and crime in Nigeria . 
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FOOD FOR THOT: A CRIMEFREE WORLD 

There is a WORLD that is devoid of crime 

And the feru; of it. A WORLD of your own 

Where · ·Peace, Love and Sound mind Reign. 

A WORLD that is crime-proof and fear-proof, 

Gad' s new WORLD of Righteousness. · You 
' 

Could live within it, if only you will pay 

The price • 
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CHAPTER ONE 

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

In August 1996, there were repeated shootings at the 

Apata end of Ibadan. A group of armed bandits had ent~rec 

Ibadan throu_gh Abeokuta road and had been engaged in a gur: 

battle by the Apata Divisional Police Force. Innocent 

citizens ran helter-skelter while others with a little 

boldness watched in horror as the bandits, with their superior 

arms, overpowered the·police and sho.t their way into the city. 

They operated from Apata through Odo-Ona, Ringroad, Challenge 

to the new Lagos road through which they finally made their 

exit out of the city. Cars were hijacked, shops were robbed, 

stolen cars in previous operations were recklessly abandoned, 

many law abiding çitizens were wounded. 

on·November 14, 1996, the hitherto peaceful atmosphere of 
) 

Ibadan was again disturbed when a group of hired assassins 

broke into the Iyaganku residence of Alhaja Suliat Adedeji, a 

wealthy business tycoon, and murdered her. The incidence 

drove terrifie fear into the hearts of both young and·old. 

The University of Ibadan, the nation' s premier university 

also had her share of the wave of terrorism. Terrorism, as 
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unleashed by members of secret cults, almost grounded the 

pursuit of meaningful academic exercise on the campus during 

the 1990/91 and 1995/96 sessions. fl.t a time, it was members 

of cults against one another and at other times, it was these 

terrorists against innocent students, with each wave 

accompanied by loss of lives. and properties. 

'The story in Lagos is worse. Men and women from all 

works of life have, at various times, been attacked by 

different types of criminals. Most. of them were murdered 

while the lucky few escaped from murder. Alhaj a Kudirat 

Abiola (June 4, 1996), Alfred Rewane(6-10,95)Chief Mrs. Tejuosho 

(Sept. 19, 1996), Felix Ibru (escaped) were among the victims. 

'Normal' crimes are daily being added to by brutal acts of 

terrorism and violence like Air crashes and Bomb blasts. For 

instance, between November, 1996 and January, 1997, there were 

four separate bomb blasts in Lagos resulting in loss ·of lives 

and properties. 

The same story goes for most---'- · cities in Nigeria. 
·--c 

From the relatively milder forms of violence like Industrial 

actions/strikes to the more heinous ones like Armed robbery, 

Residential burglary, Murder and Religious violence, urban 

violence and crime in Nigeria ha~ been soaring. There are 

daily reports of cases o~ crime in the news media. Times 
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International (November ·4, 1985) foL example, reports that 

"there is crime everywhere in Nigeria today. Lives are no 

more safe the nation is being crippled by the insecurity 

problem posed by criminals" . From the foregoing, i t could be 

appropriate to say that crime has characterised our social 

environment. . ' 

The idea that people respond to their environment, eithèr 

physical or social is not new; but the question is "What 

response to what environment? 11 The immediate response of 

people to this social menace of violence and crime is fear. 

Fear has been defined as an emotional reaction to danger 

(Kaplan&. Kaplan, 1978) ·Thus, fear increases with danger, 

whîch in _turn increases with violence. _The response to fear 

is to begin to look for.ways of ensuring safety. 

There have been varicius ~ttempts àt ensuri-ilg safety. The 

conventional way has been the crill)inal - justice system while 

the others in_clude: Social reorganis.ation, target hardening 

and building construction strategies. Of particulaF interest 

to this· study is the attempt anchored on building des.igns and 

construction strategies, an approach ·that falls within the 

purview of crime prevention through environmental design. 

This approach inhibits crime by creating the physical 

' expression of a residential unit that de fends itself. · It 

~. )' .. ". .,. ,: '" 
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entails the incorporation of physical or symbolic barriers 

into building designs and construction with a view to 

increasing the intrusion time · of potential offenders or 

outrightly preventing them. This· involves practices like 

burglar proofing, high wall fencing, natural and artificial 

surveillance, the alarm system· etc. Any observer in our 

cities today would notice the general·trend towards building 

walls round residential units; and houses intricately enamored. 

with b(lrglary proof' massive gates and" strong locks all of 

which give credence to the assertion 
•, 

that 11 0ur City 

architecture today is that .of fear of purglary". 

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

Crime as a social problem has not been surpassed in terms 

of seriousness by any other social· problem in the world 

{Harries, 1974) In the developed countries of America and 

Western Europe, it is a problem which, up till now, is devoid 

of a total solution. For instance, the American National 

Crime Index published in 1995 by the U.S. Bureau of Justice 

Statistics showed that a violent crime occurred every 19 

.seconds in 1994. In the less developed countries of. Africa, 

Asi?- and Latin America, Crime and vi.olence has been the major 

concern of most governments. The conclusion is that from 
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Europe to Africa, and from Oceanic to the Americas, increases 

in crime waves, in recent years have been unprecedented. 

'Awake' of October 8, 1996 quoted "The United Nations and 
. . 

Crime Prevention" as saying that "the number of recorded 

crimes worldwide rose from about 330 million in,1975 to nearly 

400 million in 1980 and is estimated.to·have reached half a 

billion in 1990". 

In Nigeria, the rate and incidence of crime is alarming. 

Despite the fact that most of the criminal cases go 

unreported, police records in 1980 still gave a total of 

245,972 cases of crime, this rose to 325,073 in 1983 (Police 

annual report by states, 1983). Similarly, a Comparative 

Crime Statistics between 1990 and .1993 gave as muchas 25 

different types of crime in Nigeria with reported cases 

oscillating between 200,000 and 300,000 annually as shown in 

Table 1.1 below. 

Adisa (1994) has categorised these crimes in Table 1.1 

into Armed robbery, The rackets, Assassins or Hired killers, 

Street violence and scams - 419. There are much more to the 

temporai distribution than those depicted by table 1.1, not 

on,ly in Nigeria as a whole but in every Nigerian city. 

., 

With regards to spatial distribution and intensity of 

crime, Mukoro (1994) wrote that Ikoyi has the highest 

.,'i• 
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TABLE 1.1: NATIONAL COMPARATIVE CRIME STATISTICS 
(1990-1993) 

NO OFFENCE 1990 1991 1992 

1. Murtier 1,546 1,502 1,453 

2. Manslaughter 89 53 48 

3. Felonious wounding 16,359 14,775 16,491 

. 4. Assault 52,007 51,312 53,320 

5. Other Crimes against F:crson 28,370 26,776 21,715, 

6. Armed robhery 1,700 1,064 1,568 

7. Burglary, l10use hrcaking and store brcaking 26,923 23,484 28,826 

8. Larceny 90,071 72,294 N.A. 

9. Forgery & currency crimes 1.335 1,425 1,210 

10. Othcr crimes against propcrty 38,584 43,897 21.715 

11. Brihery and corruption 297 314 137 

12. Fa\se prctcnce/cheating 12,885 11,936 13,899 

13. Unlawful possession and receiving stolen propcrty 13,882 11,067 9,790 

14. Arson 1,302 1,155 1,519 

15. Perjury 7 10 11 

16. Other minor crimes . - 17,298 

17. Gambling 315 374 279 

18. Breachcs of peace 9,613 9,256 9,258 

19. Escape from custody 963 808 843 

20. Local Acts 5,922 6,598 4,733 

21. Others 5,031 5,066 4,617 

TOTAL OFFENCES 307,201 283,166 143,576 

SOURCE: Federal Office of Statistics, Lagos (1994). 

1993 

1,684 

34 

16,369 

51,987 

20,077 

1,975 

27,516 

N.A. 

906 

20,077 

139 

13,845 

10,408 

1,716 

73 

16,219 

465 

9,950 

748 

5·,880 

3,954 

204,022 
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concentration of violent crimes in Lagos, closely followed by 

Apapa, then Victoria Island. Others are Oshodi, Ogba, Mushin, 

Shomolu; Ket11 1 Ilupeju and Surulere .in ·descending order of 

concentration. Aguda (,1994) also observed that the order of 

intensity of crime in Ile-Ife, Nigeria is the O.A.U. Campus; 

Sabo; Iremo;·Modakeke; Okerewe; Ilare; Ilode and More. Such 

a pattern of. distribution both in temporal. and spatial terms 

could also be explored in Ibadan. 

Such a t['.:nd of crime as explained in earlier paragraphs 

must not continue unabated. Over the years, the conventi'onal 

way of controlling crime and criminal tendencies have been . . 
through the Crimi~al-justice System. This system is triggered 

off by the arrest of an offender, who may be charged to Court 

and if found guilty, sentenced to jail. Nigerian experiences 

show that little can be done through this means. For example, 

in 1993, out of the 204,022 cases of crime reported to the 

Nigerian Police, only 87,729 (43%) was said to be prosecuted; 

104,663 (51 .. 3%) still pending and 11,629 (5.7%) closed. See 

T'a.b;Le 1. 2 for a detailed display of National crime reports and 

prosecution (1990-1993). The question that may be asked is 

"what happens to justice delayed in cases still . pending 

investigation?". 
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TABLE 1.2 NATIONAL CRIME REPORTS AND PROSECUTION 

YEAR CASES CASES CASES PENDING CASES 
REPORTED PROSECUTED INVESTIGATION CLOSED 

1990 307,201 155,137 136,397 16,589 

1991 283,166 137,619 128,274 17,273 . 
• 

1992 143,576 61,451 66,763 14,645 

1993 204,022 87,729 ,104, 663 11,629 

SOURCE: Federal Office of Statistics, Lagos (1994). 

Apart from this, in response to a cry of "Save us from 

the rule of hoodlums" by Nigerians (Nigerian Tribune, March 

28, 1970), ·the Federal _government promulgated Decree No. 47 of 

i970, legalizing the public execution of robbers. Not much 

success has been achieved, because "almost two decade·s la ter, . . . . . 
robbers·are back in full-force with new Vigour" (Sunday Times 

Magazine, April 26, 1992)· .. 

It fs ·pertinent to note that with the exacerbation· of 

crime ·in our cities and the unreliabili!ëY of the criminal

justice system to provide a solution, the people have resulted 

to designing their physical environment to enhance security -

target hardening. This invol ves practi
0

ces like the erection 

of high wall fences round residential buildings, burglar 

proofing· and alarm system etc. In some cases, the walls are 
' 

so abnormally high that they distort the beauty of our cities, 

·~· ....,,:, .,, 
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and sometimes give.s an impression of inmates of such hous·es 

living in cages. This is a common phenomenon in Ibadan. What 

with the costs of constructing such walls and massive gates, 

resources that could be diverted into some other uses. The 

extent to which these devices have helped in the redu_ction of 

crime and the associated costs are some of the problems 

examined in this study. 

Lastly, moderni~ation urbanization has been seen-as 

a major factor that triggered off the wave of crime in Nigeria 

(Adisa, 1994) . Moderriization in this case coulé\ be associated 

with the rising affluence of people: . If this assertion is

proved to be true, it then means that there are more cases of 

crime today than there were three decades ago. Not only this, 

it also means that the more affluent areas of our societies 

record more cases ·of crime. .These issues are also 

investigated in this study with particular reference to 

Ibadan. 

1.3_ AIM AND OBJECTIVES 

The aim of this study is to explore the response of 

planning, design and construction to·the increasing wave of 

urban violence in ~igerian Cities using Ibadan as the case 

study. 
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The objectives are to: 

( i) Examine ir,tra-urban variatïons of crime in both 

spatial and temporal dimensions; 

( ii) Examine the relàtionships that exist between rates 

of crimes and socio-economic status of. 

neighbourhoods. · 

(iii) Examine people' s reactions to urban violence in 

both spatial and temporal dimensions through 

planning, design and construction practices. 

(iv) Determine what factors/criteria influence these 

practices and their associated coits. 

(v) Proffer short and long term solutions to the 

problem of urban violence in Nigerian cities. 

1.4 HYPOTHESES TESTED 

It is hypothesised that 

1. There iq no relationship between the rates of crime and 

the socio-economic status of the different residential 

neighbourhoods .in the study area. 

2. There is no relationship bet~een age/design standard of 

buildings and security devices adopted. 

,.,l , .. ,,,,.. 
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1.5 SCOPE OF STUDY 

This study considers crime generally but particular 

èmphasis is placed on residential burglary-. The definition of 

residential burglary as used here is, however, wide. 

Inclusive are all other crimes that w.ill involve the Culprit 

~gaining access into residential buildings before the cri~e 

is committed. The choice of these,crimes has to do with the 

fact that they involve the planning,design and construction of 

buildings which is the preoccupation of this study. 

Ibadan, the capital city of Oyo State is chosen as the 

case study (Fig 1.1). There are several reasons for the 

choice of Ibadan. First and foremost is the population and 

arealextent of the city of Ibadan. The population of Ibadan 

grew from 60,000 in 1856 to 627,000 i~ 1963 (Mabogunje, 1962; 

1963 Census). Today, her population is put at 3,019,938 (NPC, 

1991). In arealextent, Ibadan was estimated to be 176 sq km 

in 1984 (Adeniran, 1984), and with further development beyond 

the fringes, it has now increased beyond 214 sq km (Adebisi, 
. . . 

1989). Today, Ibadan is one of the most populous African 

cities as well as one of the highly urbanized· areas in 

Nigeria. Since it has earlier been established in this study 

t;hat urbanization is a major cause of urban violence and 

crime, Ibadan is thus an appropriate study area for c.rime and 
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violence. This is substantiated with more facts and figures 

later in the study. 

Another reason bas to do with the crime rate of Ibadan, 

both on record and off record. For example, the crim·e report 

for Nigeria by states (1980) ranks Oyo as the fifth after 

Lagos, Bendel, Imo and Anambra with 19,190 cases. Ibadan is 
'· 

the capital, the most populous, the most urbanized and the 

most modern of all the cities in Oyo State. It could then be 

deduced tha:t it contributed the highest percentage of the 

total crime reported in Oyo State. 

Apart from this, the Lagos Ibadan expressway has 

virtually turned Ibadan into a satellite of Lagos, the effect 

of which is the spill over of crime from Lagos into the city. 

Lastly, there bas been some studies of this nature 

especially on the patterning of crime in Lagos (Adisa, 1994; 

Mukoro, 1994); Kano . (Albert, 1994); Ile-Ife (Aguda, 1994)·; 

Warri (Mukoro, 1986) but not one on Ibadan. This may be due 

to the general perception of Ibadan as a village and· a 

relatively safe place to live in when compared with Lagos, 

Kano, Benin etc. despite its population and rate of 

urbanization. There is, however, no justification for this 

assumption as there bas been no verifia.ble data on the number, 

tempo, intensity or spatial patten of crime in the city. This 

;. .... 
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is one major reason for the choice of Ibadan. 

1.6 METHODOLOGY 

1.6.1 SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

The information used in this study were collected.from 

both primary and secondary sources as determined by tl:le 

information needed. Primary information like the types of 

housing design, the characteristics of houses, the planning, 

design and construction reactions of urban residents to urban 

crime, the factors influencing the particular reactions and 

the associated costs of such practices etc. were collected 

through pbservations, visual surveys, interviews with building. 

owners, the use of questionnaires and the use of photographie 

images. 

The secondary information like the rates and distribution 

of. crime, the spatial distributions of residential 

neighbourhood etc. were sourced from police records and other 

government records. Other secondary data used are: the 

ex_isting. map of Ibadan showing the spatial distribution of the 

. three residential districts and the spatial representation of 

th~ 100 localities on the map of the study area. Additional 

relevant information 

·dissertations, books, 

were also sourced from thesis, 

reports, journal·s and other published 
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 - LIB

RARY



15 

materials. The rates and distribution of crime was also 

garnered by interviewing vigilante groups and heads .of 

households in the various localities under consideration. 

This serves as a complement to what was sourced from police 

records. As regards information on the socio-economic status 

of the residential localities, it is believed that people in 

the low density residential areas have a higher class socio

economic status than those of the other two areas. This bit 

of information was complemented. by information on the 

socioeconomic characteristics .of the. people as elicited 

through the questionnaire. 

1.6.2 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

Two sets of questionnaires were pr.epared for the 

collection of the data used for this study. The first set is 

an observation questionnaire into -which all information 

observed in residential buildings were recorded. These 

observed information include: the characteristics of. the 
. j 

residences, the types of housing 
: : 1 

design, the security devices, 

the residential localities etc. The second set of 

questionnaires - house~old questionnaire - was administered on 

building owners in order to elicit information like the socio

economic characteristics of the respondents, the age of 

buildings, security devices, reasons for the choice of 
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seculêity devices, ·their associ.ated costs and their 

effectiveness in the prevention of crime (See Appendices III 

and IV for the detailed questionnaires). 

For the purpose of administering the questionnaires, 

Ibadan was zoned according to the National Population 

Commission (N.P.C) subdivision system of the city. The N.P.C. 

has divided the entire city of Ibadan.into 100 localities and 

grouped them under three major residential districts viz: The 

traditional zones with the old buildings, the transitional 

zones of medium density and the new and government residential 

zones of low density. (See Figs. 1.2 and 1.3 and Appendix II 

for the groupings). 

Since it is difficult to cover the entire city of Ibadàn 

in the questionnaire administration, a sample frame of 30% of 

the 100 localities were selected out of the 100 localities 

identified by N.P.C., (1991) The proportional distribution 

of .localities in the three major residential districts of 

Ibadan were as follows: High - 37, Medium - 46, Low - 17 

Iocalities each. A simple percentage ratio was used to get 

the number of localities that were interviewed in each 

.district. The calculation is as tollows: 
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High density-district = 37 x JQ = 11 
109 l 

Medium density district = .1..2. x 30 = 14 
100 l 

Low density district = 17 x ~o = 5 
100 1 

In s'electing the residential localities 

interviewed, in the different residential 

that were 

districts, 

localities were numbered 1, 2, 3, ...... 37; 1, 2, 3 ..... 46; 

17, for High, medium and low residential 

districts respec~ively. Then 11, 14 and 5 localities were 

selected randomly. The table of random ~umbers was followed 

strictly in selecting the localities. The selected localities 

are.as shown below in Table' 1.3. 

TABLE·, 1, 3: RESIDENTIAL LOCALITIES THAT WERE SURVEYED 

RESIDENTIAL LOCALI·TY 
DISTRICT 

HIGH DENSITY Ôj e '. Mapo' . AgU<;!U' Dugbè, Nalende, Beere, 
·Yemetu, Agbeni; Elekuro, Kudeti, Adeoyo. 

MEDIUM Iwo Road, Sabo, Oke Ado, Ap_ata Ganga, 
·PE~SITY Mokola, Sango, Odo Ona, Eleyele 

Water-Works, Ekotedo, Challenge, Felele, 
Agbowo, Orita Mefa, Orogun. 

LOW DENSITY Ikolaba, Old Bodija,. Oluyole Layout, 
Idi- Ape, Jericho. 

SOURCE: National Population Commission (1991) 

-, 
"'· ~··· .,, ... , _.,...,, '•·'• ' 'S>"• • 0/M,, • ,,._ ·-·~ •• - 1 __ ,_., ••••••••• ,, ., .. 

' ' 

j. 
1 
1· 

' 1 

! 
· \ 

1 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



20 

To cover an appreciable number of houses in the 

localities 

prepared 

selected, a total of 350 questionnaire\ 

and distributed proporti?nately in the 

were 

three 

res~dential districts. There are a total of 23,456 houses in 

the 30 localities picked. Out of these, the high, medium and 

low density residential distrïcts have 8,916; 11, 912 and 2, 63 o 

h6using units respectively.. The proportion of number. of 

houses that were surveyed in each·residential district w~s 

arrived at using a simple percentage ratio. 

foll6ws: 
. . 

}:ligh densï.ty district = 8,916 X 350 133 
23,456 1 

This · is as 

Medium density district = 11. 912 x 35.0 178 

Low density district 

23,456 1 

= 2.630 
23,456 

X 350 = 
1 

39 

Therefore, 133 questionnaires were administered in the 

high density residential district, 178 in the medi.um density 

residential district and 39 in the low density resident,ial 

district. 
' l 

In or.her te;> know the . number of houses to ·be 

surveyed in each of the selected localities, the simple 

percentage ratio was again used (see Table 1.4 below) 

. ' 
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TABLE 1.4: DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSES IN THE SAMPLED 
RESIDENTIAL LOCALITIES 

RESIDENTIAL LOCALITY NO OF HOUSE:S SAMPLE 
DISTRICT PER LOCALITY SIZE 

HIGH Oje 681 10 
DENSITY Mapo 387 6 

Agugu 954 14 
Dugbe 353 5 
Nalenâe 1,063' 16 
Beeré 675 10 
Yemetu 1,066 16 
Agbeni 665 10 
Elekuro 1,495 22 
Kudeti 614 9 
Adeoyo 963 14 

SUB TOTAL 8,916 132 

MEDIUM Iwo Road 1,216 18 
.DENSITY Sabo 507 8 

Oke Ado 814 12 
Apata Ganga 695 10 
Mokola 682 10 
Sango 1,612 24 
Odo Ona 650 10 
Eleyele Water Works 418 6 
Ekotedo 982 15 
Challenge 614 9 
Felele 1,207 18 
Agbowo 927 14 
Orita Mefa 640 10 
Orog:u,n 948 14 

.. SUB TOTAL 11,912 178 

. ' 
LOW DENSITY Ikolaba 651 10 

Old Bodija 520 8 
Oluyole Layout 659 10 
Idi Ape 600 9 
Jericho 200 3 

SUB TOTAL 2,630 40 

GRAND TOTAL 23,456 350 

SOURCE: Computed from N.P.C. (1991) Census Data. 
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In selecting the particular housing unïts for .interview, 

the systematic sampling procedure was utilised. In this case, 

every 10th house was selected. Own~rs of the selected houses 

or the longest staying occupants of the house (incase of 

absence of the owners), were interviewed. 

1. 6. 3 ANALYSES AND PRESENTATION OF DATA 

The data collected wer<Z- analysed by the use of simple 

statistical techniques such as frequency tabulation, 

percentages and ratio. Descriptive method is used to explain 

the trend, 

Cartographie 

pattern and intensity of crime in Ibadan. 

and pictorial representations like maps, 

charts/graphs and photographs (plates) are used in the 

analyses. 

In testing the two hypotheses, the correlation 

Statistical technique was useq. 

correlation co-efficient 

N . 
6 i:; di 2 

'rs' = 1 - i-1 
N3 

- N 

is used in both cases. 

The Spearman's rank 

1. In the first hypothesis, there was the need to explain 

the relationship between the rates of crime and 

socioeconomic status of the different residential 

neighbourhoods. The incidence of crime complemented by 

. , . .,. 
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the number of cases reported t,o the police serve , as 

variables f9r crime rates while the socio economic status · 

into which e'ach neighbourhood wàs grouped a.ccording to 

community listing used for the 1991 Census by the NPC 

form the basis of the socioeconomic status of the 

neighbourhoods, . 

2. The second hypothesis requires the explanation of the 

relationship that exists between age/design standard of 

buildings and security devices. The years in which 

buildings were completed and the observed designs . of 

buildings in terms of rooming apartments, flats, 

bungalows, duplex etc. were correlated with the security 

devices like burglar proofing, fencing, surveillance, 

alarm system,etc. 

This formula entails the ranking of the data in order to 

determine t~e direction of variation (positive or negative) of 

the variables. Having been determined, the direction of 

'l(ariation will indicate the form ·of relationship existing 

between the variables. 

tested using the 'T'-test 

The Significance of the '.rs' was 

i.e. • t' = rs~ 

--J 1 - rs' 

/, ... 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THEORETICAL BASES AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

In this chapter, an atte(!1pt is made to present the 

theories that form the bases of the subject matter of this 

study. An attempt .is also made to review previous works done 

on the subject matter. 

2.1 THEORETICAL BASES 

With regards to the theoretical bases, two theo~ies are 

adopted to serve as foundation for issues raised in the study. 

These are:· The theory of· fear and the Defensible Space 

theory. The first is an attempt at theorizing the cause (s) .of 

fear while· the second· - ·the Defensible space is an 

alt,ernâtive to fear. rt: · is · a modèl' of crime prevention 

through urban design. 

2.1.1 .THEORIZING ABOUT FEAR 

Fear is defined as an emotionai reaction to danger 

(Kaplan & Kaplan, 1978); it is a feeling caused by the 

nearness or possibility of danger or evil. This means that 

when danger is sensed or perceived, there is susceptibility to 

emotional disturbance, and this emotional disturbance is 

l 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ., 
: 

i 
1. 
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expressed as fear. An attempt has been made (Hebb, 1972), to 

theorize the eau.se (s) of fear. Hebb began with the 

proposition that emotional susceptibility increases with 

intellectual capacity. He states that "the development of a 

large cortex in mammals presumably increased their capaci,ty to 

learn and to solve p~oblems, but it also increased their 

susceptibility to emotional,disturbance and their capacity for 
' . 

altruistic behaviour". ,Emotional susceptibility correlates 

with intelligence in tl?,e growing animal,a,lso. Thus, it is the 

older rather than the younger subjects that is most easily 

disturbed. 
' ' 

Wi th increase in knowledge about , danger, , there is a 

corresponding increase in the fear of that danger. Conversely, 

an absence of knowledge about danger will make fear non 

existing. The more highly developed thë intellectual capacity 

of an organism is, the more there is that can be comprehended 

and anticipated and therefore, the more the susceptibility to 

' fear of danger. For example, it will take only strange 

su~roundings for the generation of fear in rats; with the dog, 

a longer list of things is needed: strange persans, str;1nge 

abjects or situations etc, infact dogs that are bred for 

intelligence are mor~ susceptible to fear than dogs bred as 

pets With monkeys and apes, there are greater variety of 

,.., 
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:,ïtimulants· of fe'ar than in dogs (Kaplan & ·Kaplan, 1978) 

The above is also true of man, · emotionality also 

increases as mental.age increases in ·the growing child; thus 

hum<?-n adults have more· susceptibility to fear than children. ·1 

The pc'>s.sible application of the theory to this study may 

relate to the emotiori.al susceptibility to affluence. In 

otherwords, greater incarne tends to bring with it, the 

possibility of added fear and consequently, added security 

' devices. This could be seen in two ways .. In'the first sense, 

about 50 years ago, there was little fear of crime as 

evidenced from the precautions made .against it in building 

designs. In the contemporary period of increased affluence 

and increased knowledge, there is an increased rate of crime 

with more .and more people get\:ing apprehensive of crime. 

Greater precautions are now being made against crime. In 
' 

another sense, it is.the more educated, the more well-to-do 

ànd the more affluent of the society who are more 

susceptible to fear of crime - that embark upon sophisticated 

and expensive precautions to combat residential crimes as seen 

in the GRAs. 

' 
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2.1.2 DEFENSIBLE SPACE (AN ALTERNATIVE TO FEAR} 

"Defensible Space" ;i.s a theory of crime developed by 

Oscar Newman in his book "Defensible E;pace: Crime prevention 

through Urban design" published in 1973. This research work 

was based on the study of public residential projects in New 

York. In this study, Newman' s goal was t:o present a model · .for 

residential environments which inhibits crime by creating the 

physical expression of a social fabric that defends itself. 

In simpler terms, his attempt was to solve the problem ôf 

getting a ·person to and from · his or her living quarters 

without the fear (or occurrence) of crime. His first 

preoccupation was to make clear observations. of the physical 

characteristics of housing projects which might encourage 

criminal activity. There were several observations he made. 

The first observation is the large open spaces around 

project buildings which are often used as areas for recreation 

and leisure. He argues that since main building entrances are 

desigi::ied to face away from main streets and into the · open 

spaces, there tends to be a general absence of traffic in 

t;hose areas. In his words "the abs"ence of traffic makes the 

open spaces the most feared part of the building p;roj ect" . 

Even at its busiest, anonymity makes it a no-man's-land and is 

t4us avoided at night because they provide opportunities for 
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criminal violence without observations. Another observation 

is the high rise·design of the buildings. This .design entails 

the provision of long double loaded corridors, several 

elevators and fire stair requirements. All. these, he said, 

often provide a criminal with multiple escape routes. 

Newman also observed t,hat the possibility for suveillance 

is defeated by the large number of residential units built. 

He argues that the more the units built, 

the less the ability of the residents to 

recognise strangers and thus become less involved in the 

control of the area surrounding the project. Lastly, New~man 

made an observation as regards the very definite negative 

identity attached to public housing. Such housing projects, 

by their designs, encourage feelings of isolation in their 

residents. This stigma is thus a flag that invites· 

exploitation by criminals. 

In correctiog these observed anomalies in building 

designs, New-man suggested the defensible space model which 

will discourage the attempts of the criminal at committing 

crime. He presented defensible space as a surrogate term for 

the range of mechanisms - real and symbolic barriers, strongly 

defïned areas of influence and improved opportuni ties fo:i, 
' 

sur~eillance - that combine to bring an environment under the 

., 
1 

1 
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control of its residents. A defensible space, therefore, is 

defined as a living residential e,1vironment which can be 

employed by inhabitants for the enhancement of their lives., 

~hile providing security for their· families, neighbours a~d 

friends. 

Defensible space, in terms of arrangement of building 

grounds to the irrterior grouping of apartments is therefore 

achieved when residents can easily perceive and control all 

activities taking place within it. Residents could thereby be 

seen employing full range of encounte·r mechanism to indicate 

their concerned observation of questionable activity and their 

control of the situation. The criminal, .on the other hand, 

w.ill perceive the spaces as being controlled by its .residents, 

thus, .. exposing him ·as· .an int'ruder who could be easi],y 

recç,gnized arrd dealt with.·· . The .. defensible sp_ace or 

environment extends the area of the residential unit into the 

street and within the area or. felt · résponsibility of the 

dwel 1er in a gi ven environment. ·. 

New-man lists four elements of physical design that 

contribute,. separately or together, to .the creation of secure 

environments. These are: Territor-ial Ownership, Natural 

Surveillance, image and milieu and Functional location of 
' 

buildings. 

•• 
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Territorial ownership refers to the territorial 

definition of space in development, reflecting the areas of 

influence of the inhabitants. In ensuring a territorial 

ownership, New-man emphasizes the importance of number - of 

space and of the occupants. In simple terms, he said 

"re~ucing the number of people sharing a given access space 

inéreases the chance of spotting suspicious visitors, as well 

as increasing the pride of collective maintenance". Since in 

pr_inciple, territoriality extends to the lobby and the 

grounds, for. its workability then, the residential environment 

will have to be subdivided into zones 6n which residents could 

easily adopt proprietary attitudes (see Fig. 2.1 below) 

'. ., . 

1 
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FIG. 2.1 

SOURCE: 
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Defensible space schematic sketch illustratïng 
territorial definition reinforced with surveillance 
opportunities. The Figure is a residential 
environment subdivided into three zones a·, b and c. 
With the subdivision, the residents (shown by 
arrow) in each zone will easily adopt proprietary 
attitud~ over their entire area including the open 
spaces at the centres of the zones. 

New-man (1973)
1 

Page 9. 

New-man went further to discuss the possibility of 

hierarchy of Defensible Space involving public, semi public 

and.private projects. He advocated that entrance grounds be 

treated in a manner inàicating that they lead to non public 

area. Such indicator·s could be earth mounding, a few steps, 

symbolic or actual gateways, a change of walkway materia1 or 

texture or any device which indicates that, past that point, 
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any ambiguous aftivity might be questioned (See Fig. 2. 2 

below) 

PR! 

SEMI 
PUBLIC 

PUBLIC 

PRIVA TE 

FIG. 2.2 Hierarchy of Defensible Space. Schematic diagram 
illustrating evolving hierarchy of defensible space 
from public to private. Àrrows indicate entries at 
different levels of the hierarchy. 

SOURCE: New-man (1973)1 Page 9. 

Natural Surveillance refers to the positioning of 

apartment doors, windows, corridors, elevators, mail boxes, 

stairways etc. and the manipulation of plan configuration in 

such a way that the residents will be allowed to naturally 

monitor activities outside the unit and also inside and 

outside the spaces. New-man states that the knowledge, by 

both residents and intruders, that constant observation is 
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possible, can allay fears and deter criminals. New-man 

observed that "most crime in housing occur in the visually 

deprived semipublic interior buildings: lobbies, halls, 

elevators, fire stairs" and that surveillance ab_ility on these 

areas will definitely make them less palatable to criminals. 

He made the following recommendatio'ns. 

( i) Main entrances should not be located in obscure 

locations. 

( i i) 

(iii) 

Elevators, mail boxes and stair cases should not be 

tucked around a corner in a blind spot. 

Plant shrubs or trees should not be planted at 

points of curvature since they can provide natural 

hiding places for criminals. 

New-man, however, warns that surveillance should not be 

seenas panacea, in itself, but rather should be coupled with 

security outfits. In his words "If there is no provision for 

the residents to call.for ready help, mere observation cannot 

be relied on for total crime prevention". 

Image and Milieu refers to the adoption of building forms 

and idioms that avoid the stigma of peculiarity which allow 

others to perceive the vulnerability and isolation of the 

inhabitants. In his observations of the American public 

housing projects, New-man discovered that their heights, 
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numb.er of buildings (i.e project'size), materials, amenities 

and general design make them stand out and easily recognized 

as distinctively different residential complexes. In his 

words "this differentiation serves in a negative way to single 

out.the project and its inhabitants as easy hits''· New-man 

really · emphasized the dirty environments of the proj ects 

resulting from their poor upkeep and maintenance. He said 

that because these projects carry an institutional identity, 

no one really shows concern for their upkeep and maintenance. 

It is thus commonplace to find physical evidence of trash, 

poor plumbing and. the stink that goes with it, rats and other 

ver.min which portrays a notion of outcasts on the· residents. 

·rn this later part,· New-man shared the -view of Lee Rainwater 

(1966) in his. article· ."Fear .. and the Bouse-as-Haven. in the 

lower class" . His conclusion is that if all these negative 

. notions · could be. avoide'd, public' hoùses will be made less 

'. 

cri.me-targets. 

Lastly, functional location refers to the location of 

residential developments in functionally sympathetic urban 
. 

areas or activity areas where cr.ill}e attempts would easily be 

detected and curtailed. 

proj ects located close to, 

New-man feels that residential 

adjacent to or opposite parks, 
' 

~ommercial areas or school facilities are safer than those in 
" 

• ln 
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interior/quiet places·. This feeling originates from the idea 

that users of these activity areas - store owners and staff, 

school children and staff, visitors to parks etc. add 

security by concerned surveillance at least during operation. 

heurs. New~~an, however, stated that the ~ffectiveness of 

functional location; should still be çhecked by the other 

three principles · t
0

ç:> as certain that inactive periods do not 

~redue~ detrimental effects., 
• .I 

The four goals of defensible space as outlined.above a~e 

germane .to this study. They are all expressed, though, 'in 

some cases, implicitly·, ïn · the housing designs and 

construction strategies observable in Ibadan - the study area. 

Territorial owners.hip, for example, is expressed in the 

creation of buffers and boundaries through heâges, walls and 

fences around buildings ("see plates 7, 8 and 9) . Wi thin these 

boundaries, a very strong sense of ownership. and involvement 
' 

exists. Any stranger would be expected to justify ·his 

presence there, and the residents readily adopt maintenance 

responsibilities. The principle of surveillance is also 

expressed in. the positi.oning of windows,_ doors and other 

ope~ings in the residential unit in places where vigilance 

will be made possible. This apart, there has been an 

~~c~easing use of artificial surveillance gargets like camera 
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which monitors activities outside the unit and then send 

signals into terminals placed inside the unit (see plate·l), 

The location and designs of some buildings within the 

study area also have .bearings on the two goals of image and 

milieu and functianal location. This is further expatiated in 

later chapters. 

In corwlusion, the intent in this work, among many 

others, is to examine how expressive the observable housing 

designs and construction strategies in Ibadan are of the 

principles of Defensible space. This, as confirmed later in 

the st\ldy, gives credence to the assertion that "our city 

architecture today is that of fear of burglary". 

2.2 LITERATURE REVIEW 

As regards the literature review, it has been discovered 

~h~t various studies have been done'on crime by Sociologists, 

Political scientists, Criminologists, Penologists and of 
' 

recent, Urban planners. - These studies were however pioneered 

by Sociologists and Criminologists. The late arrival ·of 

planners intb this field of study is probably rooted in a 

general lack of knowledge of the relationship between land use 

patterns and crime. A review of literature shows that, there 

are four major issues of concern in the study of violence and 
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crime. These are: The conceptualization of urban violence, 

the patterning of crime, The prevention of crime and the costs 
s 

of crime - b_oth ·social and monetary. This literature review 

is anchored on these four issues. 

2.2.1 CONCEPTUALIZING URBAN VIOLENCE 

The literature search reveals that there is no consensus 

yet about the definition of violence. Scholars view the 

c;oncept (from which to derive tl:ie definitions) from the 

perspective of their various disciplines. While some _scholars 

hold the view that the state is the only body which has the 

moral_right to embark on any act of violence (Webber, 1947; 

Walter, 1964 and Anifowose, 1982), others are of the opinion 

that violence serves different purposes. To buttress this 

fact, Anifowose ·(1982) observed that violence has been used by 

groups seeking power, by groups holding power and by groups in 

the process of losing power. He further stated that violence 

has been pursued in the name of justice by the oppressed and 

"in fear of displacement by the thrèatened. 

Arising from the above, therefore, violence may ·be 

.,referred to as "any act that involves threat to, or 

destruction of lives and or property". Osaghae (1994), 

howéver, noted that violence is subject to cultural, 

ideological and religious idiosyncracies. The classification 
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df what to include in the term violence and whether to regard 

violence as a subjective or objective phenomenon still pose 

serious problem to the academic world. 

Right·. from the time of Thomas Aquinas• notion .of 

' legitimate revolt against tyranny (quoted in Osaghae, 1994·), 

violence has been defined by the Political Scientists with 

reference to the state. This has led to the distinction 

between "legitimate" or· 11 justified violence 11 and 

"illegitimate" or routine violence" . The former has been 

viewed by some Political Scientists as rebellion,· civil 

strifes, internal ·war and politica.], -conflicts. It should, 

however, be noted. that the latter has been neglected by the 

Political Scientists because it is not·relevant to the state, 

Shup.ilov (1981) distinguishes 'l:ietweerr ".progressive violence" .. . . . 

·which he reg~rds as ·thé struggle against capitalist oppression, 

and tyranny from ".destructiv"e violence" which is mostly of a 

criminal kind and often involves .the persona! aspirations of 

the tndividual pur.suing his own persona! aims. 

Gurr (1970) limits his own definition of violence to 

political violence against the state. He classified violence 
' ' 

into three, namely: turmoil (that is, relatively unorganised 

and spontaneous political violence with substant'.ial 

participation such as riots, strikes, demonstrations and 
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localised rebellions); Conspiracy (that is, highly organised 

political violence with limited participation such as 

assassination, coup d'etat and small scale guerilla wars) and 

internal war (that is, highly organised violence with mass 

participation designed to overthrow a regime or state-large 

scale terrorism, mass-based guerilla warfare and revolution). 

F~om the foregoing definitions, an all inclusive 

definition of violence is stiil needed. 

(1981), the best way to arrive .at. 

According to Galtung 

such 

definition is to identify what i S COT,1!)10n 

an encompassing 

to all phenomena 

termed as violent. He suggested two commonalities. These 

are: destruction of lives and property; and in a more 

abstract level, anything avoidable that impedes human self 

realization. The later, being inherently subjective, is 

Iiable to difficulties in observation but shows that violen6e 

is not always a directly observable phenomena. 

Most of the violence committed in con,temporary times are 

found in the urban areas (Uyanga, 1982) Though violence may 

occur in rural areas, the incidence is more prevalent in big 

urban centres where there is more competition for facilities. 

As noted by Uyanga incidence of violent crimes and personality 

disorders are higher in big cities than in small ones. 

However, there is no single definition of an urban centre. 
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disciplines such as Geography, Demography, Different 

Sociology, public administration and a host of other 

disciplines studying urban centres define the concept of "an 

Urban area" from the perspective of their disciplines. ' Also, 

a report published by the United Nations Economie Commission 

for Africa (ECA, 196.8) had shown that there are no common 

criteria by which African Urban Centres can be defined. It 

has shown for example that where as the typical Nigerian city 

had a population of 20,000, cities in Ghana had 5,000; Kenya 

2 , O O O ; and Gabon 1 , 0 0 O . Therefore, the, v:ariation in the 

nature of African cities; demographically speaking, makes.it 

difficult to lay down any common criteria for determining 

urban centres in Africa. For the purpose of this study, we 

shall adopt the U. N. standard which de fines a ci ty as a 

settlement of 20,000 or more population. 

The. cause of Urban violence has been related to the rate 

of urbanization (Adisa, 1994) . In the developing countries of 

~he world, migration from the rurai areas is a major factor 

responsible for the growth of our urban centres in Africa . 
. 

The impact of overpopulation is manifested in several ·Ways and 

affects negatively, the quality of life. Breese (1966) called 

this "subsistence urbanization". Duru (1974) also described 

the inability of urban resources to cater adequately for their 

.. ·~··" 
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residents in the cities as "Urban hypertrophy". The logical 

consequence of Breese's ''Subsistence Urbanizijtion'' and Duru's 

"Urban hypertrophy" are tension and stresses that coùld 

manifest practically as urban violence such as murder, arson, 

rape, armed robbery, suicide etc. (Albert, 1994). Duru links 

his concept with such other problems as prostitution, drug 

abuse, criminal tendencies, juvenile delinquency and other 

related crimes. He further noted that these "Psychosomatic 

conditions·" bear adversely on African Urban housing systems 

~nd architectural designs. 

2.2.2 THE PATTERNING OF CRIME 

There have been several studies on the spatial pattern of 

crime, generally referred to in the literature as the 

"Geography of Crime". In all of these studies, it is revealed 

that Crime co-varies with socio-economic status. For example, 

B:r:antingham and Brantingham (1975) who studied an American 
' . 

Ci,ty, Tallahassee, Florida discovered that burglaries occur at 

high rates on the borders of some natural areas and at much 

lower rates in the interiors of the natural areas. Thus, for 

the first time, a spatial distribution of burglary, which was 

later to prove useful to . planners, was uncovered. 

Furthermore, Barries et al (1984) postulated that crime is a 

social problem with a ,decidedly territorial component. In 
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their study, using the neighbourhood unit as an appropriate 

areal unit of analysis, Harries et al discovered a strong 

correlation· between neighbourhood socio-economic status and 

the occurrence of crime. In support of this, Brantingham and 

Brantingham (1984) show that the rates of homicide and assault 

related inversely to socio-economic status. A number of other 

studies have confirmed this view (Harries, 1974 and Harries & 

Stadler, 1986). 

In Nigeria, Mukoro (1994) studied 

distribution of crime in metropolitant Lagos. 

the spatial 

From a table he 

prèsented, .Ikoyi was shown as having the highest concentration 

of violent crime, closely followed by Apapa and Victoria 

Island respectively·. Other neighbourhoods of high 

éoncentrat.ion included Oshodi, Ogba, Mushin, Shomolu, Ilupeju 

and Surulere in descending order of concentration, while Yaba, 

Ontkan, Ikeja etc .. are relat/v.ely pea,ceful. He then went on 

to relate some violent crimes to socio-economic status of the 

neighbourhoods and concluded that the severity of crime in 

Lagos tends to be related to the socio-economic status of 

neighbourhoods with their severity increasing as their socio

economic status improves. In a similar study done in Ile-Ife,' 

Nigeria, Aguda (1994), focusing on two major crimes - burglary 

and robbery, analysed the spatial distribution of crime in the 

•• . J, • 
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ancient city. These are, in order of intensity, OAU Campus, 

Sabo, Iremo, Modakeke, Okerewe, Ilare, Ilode and More. It is 

pertinent to note that this order corresponds with the socio

economic disparity of the neighbourhoods, thus helping to 

ccirroborate the earlier assertion. 

2.2.3 PREVENTION OF CRIME 

···with regards· to crime prevention, studies (Yong Cho, 

1974; Bowker; 1980 etc.) have shown that the conventional 

approach is the ·criminal-justice system. This approach 

"represents the entire array of governmental institutions that 

function as the instrument of a society to enforce its 

standards of conduct necessary for the protection of the 

safety and freedom of individual citizens and for the 

maintenance of order of the society ''(Yong Cho, 1974). This 

task is performed by means of detecting, apprehending, 

prosecuting, adjudicating and sanctioning those members of the 

society who violate the established rules and laws of the 

society. The authors (i.e. Yong Cho;.Bowker etc.) concluded 

that the main thrust of the ·criminal-justice system is 

directed toward the control of crime and criminal offenders 

after the crime is committed - a palliative role - rather than 

the prevention of crime before the crime has occurred - ? 

preventive role. Given the performance of this role, crime 

.. 
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becomes a symptom .rather than a cause of violent and other 

deviating behaviour a.nd ·· it is based on this ground that the 

criminal justice system is faulted. 

A relatively new approach to crime prevention, pioneered. 

by Sociologists and Victimologists is "Crime prevention 

through social development 11
• This approach began on the 

' . premise that there is a well-established body of research that 

identifies a number o.f factors that contribute to crime. It 

is the effects of these contributing factors that "crime 

prevention through social development" strives to alleviate. 

The efforts of this approach include initiatives to reduce 

poverty and to inçrease the availability of. proper housing, 

employment, education opportunities and adequate playing and 

recreational facilities. Proponents of this approach 

(Abodunrin, 1981; Aguda, 1994; Obateru, 1994; Audy, 1995 etc.) 

all agree that'there is a group of people in the society who 

bear the brunt of social injustice. They are the down trodden 

and poverty-vulnerable groups. Having corne to the end of 

their wits, these people resort to crime in order to correct 

the societal imbalances. Abodunrin (1981), for instance, 

wrote that there is a dichotomy in the mode of life of the 

r.bbber and his victim. The robber is often half literate and 

upsuccessful, .while his victim'is often successful, either by 
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education or trade. For the Criminal, his daily social 

contacts reinforce his feelings of impotence, erode his self 

confidence and make remote the possibility of improving the 

quality of his life. Having been closed out of the game of 

success psychologically, he resolves to criminal behavi6ur 

with the intent of changing the rules. Abodunrin recommended 

what he called 'social harmonization' to bridge the gap 

between the rich and the poor, thereby discouraging criminal 

tendencies of the poor. 

In his study on the spatial distribution of crime in Ile

Ife, Nigeria, Aguda (1994), after discovering a relationship 

between crime and the characteristics of the environment tn 

which crimes occur, recommended what he called "Societal 

restructuring" in the prevention of crime. His contention is 

' that most of the societal crimes are committed out of 

frustration and desperation by the poor; and to prevent crime, 

"the way out is to totally restructure the national economy so 

that everybody, especially the low and middle incarne classes 

(including the security agents, serving or retired), can have 

access to good food, job, shelter, clothing and transportation 

and be able to take good car~ of their children". 
l 

Obateru 

(1994) was also of this opinion when he wrote that planned 

urban growth promotes urban efficiency and consequently urban 
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productivity, which in turn reduces urban crime and violence 

through the raising of the standard of living of urban 

residents. The threesome of Abodunrin, Aguda and Obateru were 

writing from the point of view of African urban violence where 

the high . rate of urbanization and the increasing rate of 

modernization and their attendant problems have contributed 

immensely to the increasing wave of urban violence. 

On the international scene, Audy (1995), former president 

of Quebec associaiion of police and fire chiefs; and a· one 

time Director, Hull Police force, wrote to give strength to 

the view of the 'social developers' when he said that certain 

factors make people to be more involved in a whole range of 

antisocial behaviours, including. criminal acts and that when 

these factors are addressed through social planning, crime can 

be reduced and other beneficial results may be realised. In 

his view, such social planning benefits or advantages include: 

less truaricy ·in schools, fewer hèalth related problems, 

increased and better employability., independen~ living, 

effective parenting and productivity of citizens. He, 

hc,wever, did not f'ail to adô. that these· are long term programs 

to 1 crime prevention whose positive impacts and cost 

effectiveness may take a long time to materialize. The words 
' 

of Professor S. A. Aluko, of Obafemi Awolowo University, 
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Nigeria (quoted in 'Awake', October 8, 1996, Page 11) 

appropriately capture the essence of' this approach when he 

said "the poor cannot' sleep at night because they are hungry; 

the rich cannot sleep because the poor are awake; when there 

is no more social injustices that breed crime, no more haves 

and have-nots, then, there will be no more assassinations, 

poison-gas attacks, o'r terrorist bOJnbsl". 

Perhaps, the most modern approach to crime prevention 

wh.ich has · been .receiving attention · from various authors is 

"Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design" or CPTED 

(pronounced Sep~ted). .CPTED is basically co'ncerned with the 

manïpulation of the physical environmental elements in order 

·to deter crime ... It is not intended·to create an impregnable 

fortress, but merely to make penetration more difficult and 

time consuming. 

At the forefront of this approach is ,Janè Jacobs (1361) 

who put forward the notion that the physical environment and 

criminal behaviour were related in an architectural context. 

Jqcobs believe that the development of activity area within 

the city, such as commercial, industrial, fii1ancial, 

educational etc. has led to the reduction of surveillance of 

streets and other public areas and consequently, reduction of 

community cohesion,. feeling of territoriality and 

...i. .••.• 
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responsibility for one's turf. This brought about the classic 

statement "streets with eyes are saf e streets" which 

triggered off. furthe_r inves.tigations. 
1 

_Angel (1968), following the steps of Jacobs studied the · 1 

city of.Oakland. His findings are that crime takes place i'n 

areas where the denslty of pedestrian use of street is at a 

critical level. According to him, "when intensity· is low; 

there will be virtually ·no crime as not enough potential 

victims are present and the likeliness of rewarding 

opportunity is small .. At this low intensity of use, the 

neighbourhood is safe. As intensity of.use increases, enough 

potential victims are on the scene to warrant the at.te'ntion of 

potential offenders, but there are not enough people to 

provide for an adequate surveillance function. This is· the 

critical intensity zone, where most crimes take place. As 

intensity increàses further and the street or section becomes 

populated, the street becomes safe again (Angels, 1968). It 

is noteworthy that, both Jacobs and Angel saw in surveillance, 
' 

the solution to the intrusion of criminals into residential 

bui
1
ldings. 

A theory of crime which has attracted considerable 

publicity over times is that develop.ed by Oscar New-man in his 

book "Defensible Space: Crime Prevention Through Urban Design" 
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in 1973. This work was based on an action research project i~· 

New York. In the "Defensible Space Concept", New-'-man 

suggested territoria
0

l ownership, natural surveillance, image 

and milieu and functional location as measures of mitigating 

residential crime in Urban areas. TJ.i.is concept is being 

adapted as the theoretical basis for thiE! study and has 

earlier on been discussed in detail. 

' · Another important work ïs "Crime prevention through 

environmental design" by Jeffery, C. R. (1977). Jeffery 

discussed the theoretical issues concerning human behaviour 

and learning. He opined that man responds to his environment 

when environment threatens his existence. He pùts forward 

"Crime" as a threat on man from his environment. In his 

conclusion, he app'reciates the pbtential role of target 

hardening in curbing crime. 

Sorne CPTED approac~es to crime prevention tend to focus 

on the distance travelled by different criminals to reach 

the,ir targets. Notable among these are those of Davidson 

(1~80) and Harries (1974). Davidson, in his study of 

residential burglary j.n Christchurch (New Zealand) , sheds 

light on the travel pattern of burglars. In his words 

"Burglars are opporturiists and, therefore, commit their 

offences within a short distance of the location of their 

:,- ',.' ..... 
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activities". Hé cites the example of England where 54% of 

breaking-in offences occurred within one mile of the 

offenders' .residence. The reason for this, he said, was that 

getting in and out quickly is of more importance to the 

criminal than maximising his haul, Davidson (1980) concluded 

that "If burglars are so opportuhistic, increased police 

patrol a-re unlikely to do more than displace the event to 

another place or time". He then recommended foreclosure of 

opportunities through target hardening. 

In his book "the Geography of Crime· and Justice", Harries 

(1974) presented the spatial pattern of crime in selected 

cities by using -published crime statiitics. In his analysis 

of the observed pattern, Harries noted that the new techniques 

of burglary _could be likened to that of "Smash and Grab" in 

_which the offender, "like a thief in the night" - cornes in, 

grabs whatever he wants and one-two-, he's gone. With this 

".Smash and grab technique",· Harries posi ted, the criminal 

operated on the assumption that his intrusion time (Ti) will 
\ 

be short enough to ensure escape by the time police arrives. 
' 

The Ti factor and the Time of police arrival are 

intercorrelated . and also closely related to the micro

environment. To control crime, therefore, the Ti factor could 

pe lengthened .. through various env-ironmental design and 

' ··1··· 
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security strategies . 

. Mukoro (1986) in his work "curbing residential burglary 
' 

through environmental design: A prospect in Warri" wrote that 

the response to the problem of crime in our society has been 

in different guises, one of which he identified as Fear of 

Burglary Syndrome (FOBS). In his analysis, the elements of 
• 

FOBS do not bring about a total decline in the gen_eral level 

of occurrer;ice of residential-burglary. With a view to curbing 

res~dential burglary; therefore, h~ proposed a new concept 

which is geare? towards regulating movement patterns, 

proyiding space that engenders social cohesion and enhances 

surveillar;ice. For already built-up areas, Mukoro (1986) 

recommended that: 

(i) Individuals should block trespassing routes, 

landscapes and provide security lights in their 

compounds; 

(ii) Neighbourhood· associations should organise 

( iii) 

themselves into vigilante groups in addition to 

using Posters and Signposts to warn criminals. , 

Environmental designers should provide appropria.te 

designs that inhibit crime and enhance surveillance 

and 
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(iv) Government should provide. street lights and public 

~elephone booths within residential areas and also 

make access roads motorable. 

It is pertinent to · note here that the views held by 

Jacobs (1961), Angels (1966) and Mukoro (196·6) emphasize the 

need for surveillance and.is more of à community approach to 

crime preventiori as different fro~ t~e personal approach of 

•target hardening'' -. a view held by Harries (1974), Jeffery 

(1977) and Davidson (1960). 

Recent literat-ure on CPTED have further widened the scope 

of the concept beyond mere improvement in security hardware 

and site design to the knowledge of psychology in crime 

prevention. Notable among these writers are: Gardner (1995). 

Audy (1995) and Mckay (1996). In their works, the se recent 

wri ters have generously added to the elements of CPTED. 

Gardner, for example wrote "To understand fu.lly how CPTED is 

used, one must examine its components and the philosophy 

behind them. Although crime prevention, Through Design is 

itself relati vely new, i ts indi vidual elements are common 

security techniques''· The elements of CPTED they put forward 

include the following: Territorial behaviour strategy, 

Sur.veillanc'e, Barriers, Lighting, Landscaping, and the Scare 

tactics. These are discussed sequentially in details below. 
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TERRITORIALITY BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY 

Territorial Behaviour strategy as an element of CPTED 

involves individual' s perception of and relationship with 

his/her environment. A strong sense of territoriality 

encourages an individual to take control of his/her 

environment and defend it against attack. A sense of 

territoriality is fostered by architecture that allows, easy 

identification of certain areas as the exclusive domain·of a 

particular·individual or group. This feeling is enhanced when 

the area involved is one the individual can relate to with a 

sense of pride and ownership or proprietorship. It is not 

enough for a persan simply to be able to define his 

environment; he must also WANT to defend it. The WANT results 

from territorial feelings of pride and ownership. 

The term OWNERSHIP when used in this context does not 

necessarily mean actual legal owner·ship. 
' : . It can be and very 

often is, a perceived ownership resulting from an individual's 

relationship wit
0

h his/her environment. Office workers, for 

instance, may feel a sense of ownership from the office in 

which they work. In physical design, territoriality ic· 

achieved or supported by the construction of Fences, buffers 

or walls round one's properties. Witnin this micro boundary, 

the property owner maintains ownership by familiarity and he 
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is prepared to defend any attack against anybody within the 

boundary. 

SURVEILLANCE STRATEGY 

Surveillance as an element of CPTED refers to the ability 

of legitimate occupants of an area to exercise a high degree 

of visual control. over the entire area. This is a principal 

~eapon in the protection of a defensible space in the sense 

that criminals are least likely to act when there is a high 

risk of their actions being witnessed. There are two forms'of 

surveillance viz Natural or informa! Surveillance and 

Artificial or formal surveillance. Natural surveillance occur 

as a direct result of architectural design. Designs that 

minimize visual obstacles and eliminate places of concealment 

for potential assailants offer the most protection against 

crime. Sorne of the accompanying design strategies under 

natural surveillance include the following: 

(i) Ensuring that landscape materials - trees, shrubs, 

flower bed's do not bl.ock · the vision of the 

legitimate users of the property, and must not also 
' 

create areas of çoncealment where intruders could 

hide to perform their nefarious activities. 
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(ii) Ensuring that trees, telephone or electric poles or 

any other objects do not provide climbing paths to 

the upper level. of buildings. 

( i ii) The use of glazing windows, expansive windows or 

any other form of windows that will allow a 'See 

through' where ever the occupants of buildings are 

in the house. 

( i v) Ensuring that the type of fencing materials do 

eliminate areas of concealment in the building. 

Artificial Surveillance refers to other means of ensuring 

visual control over ·space when na,tural Surveillance alone 

cannot sufficiently protect an area. The strategies include: 

(i) The use of fixed guard (human guard) posts. 

(ii) _-organized security patrols; example is the 

(iii) 

. . . . .. ~ ... -· ' 

activities of vigilante groups. 

The use of· g~ard·dogs or security dogs. Suffice ~t 

to be said herè·, that the primary intention of the 

three strategies above is not any physical defence 

againit intrude~~ - ·one may ask ''what would a poor, 

old, poorly armed 'mei-guard' do against an armed 
. ' 

bandit?" - the intention is to identify any strange 

occurrence or intruder ihto· the guarded space and 

quickly contact security agents. 
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(iv) ·Electronic monitoring which involves i:he use· of 

electronic gadgets like camera which are positioned 

in a concea·led environmen_t outside the building to 

record all activities that take place within 'its 

view range and send signals into a terminal· located 

within the building. The most Sophisticated of 

these electronic monitoring devices is the Closed 

Circuit Television (CCTV) (See Plate 1). The CCTV 

uses a powerful video r~corder that transmits 

images into the screen. Though a costly venture; 

the CCTV is a reliable way of Surveillance. Its 

effectiveness in crime prevention, however, depends' 

on ability 'to watch the video at all times and the 

speed of getting help' from police when strange 

activitie~ are relayed on the screen and reported 
,· 

to the police. This last· condition ·is very 

important in the sense that, ability to survey 

' without help to defend is useless. The use of 

Artificial Surveill1nce method could be justif·ied 

in elevators, interior corridors, parking lots and 

exterior pedestrian pathways. 
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LIGHTING 

Lighting as an element of CPTED refers to the 

illumination of all areas that surround the guarded space. 

Security lighting could be discussed under four headings viz 

The type, the Colour, the qualities of a good lighting system 

and the. importance of lighting as· a security device. With 

:i;-egards to type, there could be bulbs, fluorescent tubes, 

flood lights and search lights. Search lights present the 

best form of lighting for security purposes. 

This lighting system moves to ançl fro or round-about in 

a searching manner at regular intervals. Flood lights are 

next in hierarchy. They are powerful forrns of lighting that 

brings to focus any abject within view range. They are unlike 

search lights in that they are stationary. Lights produced by 

bulbs are better for security purposes than those produced by 

fluorescent tubes. The reason being that fluorescent tubes 

work better when used within an enclosed area especially a 

room where reflections from the four walls of the room add to 

.the intensity of the light. 

no walls to reflect lights 

In an open space, there will be 

from the tube to add to its 

intensity; and this is why it is not often used externally. 

With regards to colour, four major categories of light 

could be identified according to the amount and quality of 
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colour they facilitate. These are Mercury Vapour, Metal 

halide, HPS and 
0

Low Pressure Sodium (LPS). Mercury vapour 

lights do not offer accurate representation of colour. They 

enhance blue-green and distort reds and.yellows. Though they 

are of high quality, they are expensive to buy and operate, 

and therefore not considered a cost-effective security 

solution. Metal halide lights are more energy efficient than 

mer~ury vapour lights and radiate a white light that brings 

out strong colours in abjects. This light is most often used 

in sports facilities where distinct colours make the teams and 

the environment more attractive. HPS lights are used in most 

security lighting programmes and thus may be the best for 

securi ty purposes. LPS lights are monochromatic and are 

mostly common on major highways. 

appear black and white. 

LPS lights make abjects 

A good lighting system should allow for overlapping of 

lights. This will ensure that no area within the guarded 

space is unl it. A good lighting system should not expose 

users to attackers but should expose attackers to users. In 

other words, the abject is to light up the criminal without 

spotlighting the victim, this will enable the user to see the 

intruder without himself (the user} being seen by the 

intruder . 

.. .;. 
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The importance of lighting as an element of CPTED lies· .in 

the fact that it drives away fear from legitimate occupants 
r 

and brings confidence into their minds. It is a good strategy 

for surveillance as well as a strategy that encourages the 

feeling of ownership and proprietorship of the environment of 

the user. Thus, 'lighting when adequately used could combine 

with other elements of CPTED to effectively deter criminal 

activities. 

SECURITY BARRIERS 

Barriers as. an element of CPTED reduces crime by 

restrictirig access to the target area (a building, a street or 

park etc.) to people who have val id. reasons for being there. 

There are two types of barriers viz physical barriers and 

symbolic barriers. Physical barriers, as the name implies, 

are substantial in nature and. physically prevent 

movements/accesses. Examples include barriers of fence, 

burglar proofing, heavy metallic doors, locked doors and or 

_gates, sma.11 windows, unbreakable glass windows and some forms 

of landscaping. 

Symbolic barriers are less tangible. Nearly" anything 

could serve as a,symbolic barrier. The only requirement is 

that it defines a bound_ary and may not prevent physical' 
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movement. What· it does is that it leaves no doubt as to who 

should access and when access should be made. Examples 

include the use of low decorative fences, flower beds, changes 

in side walk patterns or mater:l.als and prominent use of 

Signage e.g. "No trespassing" etc. A good use of security 

barriers could enhance territoriality behaviour of legitimate 

occupants. 

LANDSCAPING 

Landscaping is versatile and can be used to perform a· 

variety of design functions. As an element of CPTED, it could 

combine effectively with symbolic barriers, surveillance and 

territoria~ity to ensure a protected environment. As a 

symbolic barrier, landscaping can mark the transition between 

zonei;;. Features such as decorati ve fencing, flowerbeds, 

gr,ound, cover and varied pç1tterns · in cernent work can clearly 
•', ! . . 

·:"hçiw separa.tion between zones. If more substantial barrier~ 

are needed, shrubbery such as everg.reen _hedges can be used to 

create more formidable obstacles. 

From a Surveillance standpoint, landscaping can be 

critical. Factors such as growth characteristics of plants 

and their placement in relation to potentially vulnerable 

areas are èxtremèly important. Visual corridors must be 

..... ' 
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maintained in open park-like areas as well as in densely 

planted areas - this can be maintained by limiting shrubbery 

to a maximum height of 3ft and trees to a minimum height of 

6ft at the lowest branches. This approach ensures that · 

visibility betweerr 3 and 6ft from the ground will always be 

relatively unimpaired. 

Landscaping also' func.tions in crime prevention through 

aesthetic·. Aest_hetics bring attractiveness and appreciation. 

An appreciated ~nvironment will generate a sense of pride and 

ownership in occupants. 

SCARE TACTICS 

As an element of CPTED, scare tactics function by scaring 

intruders away from the prot~cted environment. This could be 

achieved ~h~ough the use of the Alarm system, Electrocution, 

S~gnages like "Beware, Arksego dogs on Patrol" and the use of 

howling dogs. One may add to this list, the use of the 

African Traditional Protective Devices (ATPDs) like charms. 

All these are the elements of CPTED and they are examined 

in relation to Ibadan in chapter ·four of this study. In 

conclusion, · 11 CPTED is most useful if it is designed _into the 

architects original plan, and it can dramatically change 

criminal activity on and around a site" (Mckay, 1996) 
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2.2.4 THE COSTS OF CRIME 

The costs of crime refer to the ·effect of crime on 

people. In the .literature, two types of costs of crime are 

identified. The~e.are: the monetary costs of crime and the . . . 

social costs of crime. Studies on monetary costs of cri~e are 

done by economists (Sullivan,. 1996) while those of social 

costs are spearheaded by sociologists, victi-mologists and 

environmentalists {Abodunrin, 1981; Carter & Jones, 1989). 

Each of these costs of crimes could be Direct or Indirect. 

Direct costs are the costs incurred by the physical victims of 

crime while indirect costs are those incurred by potential 

victims in trying to prevent crime i.e. costs of· security 

devices. Thus we can have four combinat ions of costs · of 

crime. 

(il Direct 'monetary cost_s. 

(ïi) Indirect monetary costs. 

(iii) Direct social costs. 

(iv) Indirect social costs ;· 

i 

Direct monetary costs of crime include all monetary costs 

incurred by victims of crime. In a nationwide cost estimate 

done in 1983, Reynolds (1986) included in his calculation of 

direct monetary costs, such costs like personal losses: 

homicide, rape, assaùlt, robbery (cost of injury); Property 
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losses: Burglary, larceny theft, Robbery (property losses), 

Motor vehicle theft; and Business losses: Arson, shoplifting, 

Employee th_eft arid business fraud. 

In a related study "Crime vict·imization survey (C.V. S.) 

done by the Bureau of .:tùstice Statistics (1994 Feb.) in 

U.S.A., direct costs of crime include losses from property 

theft or damage, cash losses, medical expenses, amount of pay 
' 

lest because of injury or activities related to the crime and 

others like costs of psychological counselling, increased 

insurance premiums as .a result of filling claims, decreased 

productivity at work, moving costs incurred when moving as a 

result of victimization and intangible costs of· pain and 

suffering. 

Indirect monetary costs include all monetary costs 

incurred by the potential victim in.an attempt to prevent the 

occurrence of crime i.e. monetary costs of crime preve.ntion. 

Reynolds (1986) included in his calculation of this type of 

cost the costs of engaging the services of police, courts and 

legal services. costs of corrections, opportunity cost of 

improvement. Inclusive here are the costs of security 

personnels, watch dogs, electronic surveillance apparatus, 

c.osts of burglar proofing, fencing and walling etc. 
' 
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The Direct Social Costs of crime relate to the social 

effects of c.rime on victims or potential victims. The primary 

social cost of crime is the fear o'f crime that is generated in 

people. Carter and Jones (1989) wrote that "In its social and 

behavioural impact, fear· of crime may be as potent as 
! 

victimization, itself". Fear of crime generate anxieties 

about crime in people· "which may make them change their lif~

styles, withdraw to themselves, no longer go out at nights, 

shun association with strangers and live a localized social 

life". (Abodunrin 1981) . Many · have been known to change 

their residences, change their jobs, build·to a particular 

design etc. and as Smith (1986, quoted in Carter and Jones, 

1989) emph.asizes, .this can be e?Ctremely debilitating, 

subj~cting .people not only to ~motional stress but ' 

constricting their movements and imposing all manner of 

-pe.rsonal and even ·fip?J,ncial costs on them. The major impact 

of these costs may be felt more on· the elderly and the 

children who are most.prone to this feeling of vulnerability. 

Fear of crime may not necessarily be related to the experience 

of victimization itself or to the statistical probability of 
' 

victimization. While it is natural for crime victims to 

express more antcieties than non victims, . there are many 

categories of non victims for whom the possibility of 

. \•, ' . ,.,. - .., 
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victimization is a daily worry. For this group of· people, 

they live in perpetual fear, confined to portions of secure 

time and space_ - a socially isolating life (Smith, 1986). 

The last combination of crime is the indirect social 

costs of crime. This costs of crime refer to the social 

(including environmental) effects of the security devices put 

in place to combat crime, ·either on the occupants themselves 

. or on their neighbours .· . Inclusive here are: the cutting away of. 

occupants of walleGl. buildings from their_social el"lvironments, 

restriction of air circulation in case of small windows, 

difficulty of escape- from fire outbreaks in heavily burgl·ar 

proofed buildings, incessant howling of security dogs and a 

host of others. All of these costs are examined in relation 

.to the study area. 

In conclusion, literature on crime and violence do not 

have a singular focus, since the views mostly represent the 

diverse interests of the disciplines and researchers studying 

them. 

C 

•. 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



66 

CHAPTER THREE 

CRIME IN IBADAN: AN OVERVIEW 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

This section presents a general survey of crime in Ibadan 

in both spatial a~d temporal dimensions. Crime is considered 

generally, but in some cases, particular emphasis is placed on 

residential burglary (as defined in section 1.5 above) There 

are two sources of information on crime rates, viz: primary 

sources and secondary sources. Crime rates collected :!;rom 

police records form the secondary sources. These rates cover 

the ·period between January 1990 and July 1996. However, the 

rates for 1996 cover only 7 months which are the rates as at 

the time of data collection. Crime rates from secondary 

source perhaps could have formed the bulk of ·the analysis ·of 

data on crime but for the fact that the data werBcollected on 

the basis of divisions rather than on the selected localities 

which are of more importance in thi~ study. According to the 

Nigerian Police records, Ibadan is divided into 7 Divisional 

Police Offices, viz: Eleyele, Iyaganku, Agodi, Bodija, 

Challenge, Apata and Moniya divisions. 
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These divisions above do not correspond with the 

neighbourhoods/localities -in Ibadan. It is for this reason 

that ,the crime rates sourced primarily through the use of . . l 

questionnaire had to be relied upon to complement the ones 

from the police since it was done on the basis of the 
. . 

neighbourhoods in Ibadan. This chapter also discusses the 

monetary and social costs of crime in Ibadan. 

3.2 CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

For thé purpose of presenting the analysis of ~he 

characteristics of the respondents in a meaningful way, Ibadan 

was divided into the three geographical zones of (i).the high 

density district, comprisîng mainly of the core areas of the 

city; (ii) the medium density district which is a transitional 

zone between the high and the low density districts, and 

lastly (iii) the low density district which comprises mainly 

of the GRA and planned housing estases in the city. As would 

be observed in the following analysis of the responde_nts by 
' 

the differènt socioeconomic indicators, 

districts differ in almost. all respects. 
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3.2.1 GENDER CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS 

Majority of the respondents were male. The implication 

of this is that male population constitute the maj ority of· 

household heads with about 83%" of the total respondents. 

There are, however, variations as regards the residential 

districts. For example, the female constitutes the majority 

(69%) in the high density district.. This means that there are 

more women·household heads in the core areas in Ibadan than 

men. The reason for this is obvious. Most of the male 

household heads are dead leaving the management of the 

household to their survi ving wi ves. The number of female 

household heads is least in the low density district where 

they constitute a meagre 10%" as shown in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1: CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS BY GENDER 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF NO. OF TOTAL 
DISTRICT · MALE FEMALE 

High Density 91 40 .. - 132 
( 

Medium Density 161 · 17 178 
.. 

Low Density 36 4 40 

Total 289 61 350 
"% 82.6 17.4 100 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 
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3. 2. 2 AGE CHARACTERIS-TICS OF THE RESPONDENTS 

Majority of the respondents are over 60 years of age with 

this age group_ constituting more than half (50.9%)" of the 

total number ·of respondents. This is an indication of the 

authenticity of the information garnered from them. Only two 

of the respondents are below 21 years of age and these, found 

only in the middle income area, are not household heads, they 

merely.stood in for their parents who were not available at 

the time of the interview. It is worthy of note that it is 

only one respondent that heads a household at an age below 41 

years in the core areas of Ibadan. This is not surprising 

since most qf the buildings are even older than the ·41 - 60 

age_ group (See Table 3. 2) , 

' Table 3;2 CHARACTERISTICS .OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE 

RESIDENTIAL AGE GROUP TOTAL 
DISTRICT. 

' 0-20 21-4·0 41-.60 Above 60 

High Density - 1 47 84 132 
Medium Density 2 11 88 77 178 
Low Density - 3 20 17 30 

' Total 2 15 155, 178 350 
% 0.6 4.3 44.2 50.9 100 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

1 ~ •• ·-·' ~ ., '• '. .. \ .. 
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3.2.3 EDUCATION CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

· The ·breakdown of the educational status of the 

respondents_indicates that·l02 people constituting.29.1% have 

no access to formal education. Majority of this people are, 

however; in the low inconie areas where they constitute more 

than 78% of .the illiterate respondents. This posed some 

difficulties at the time of data collection, since most of the 

questionnaires have to. bé .fi-lled in by the researchers. Apar.t 
.. 

from this, it t:ook the researchers longer time to explain eàch 

·question to the respondents.. There is no record of illiterac'y 

in the high inc'ome districts. Majority of the respondents 

here {72.5%) have education up to the tertiary level. The 

highest level of education at · the low incarne areas is 

secondary education while this level forms the least at the 

high incarne areas with 3.5% and 10.5% secondary school leavers 

respectively found in them (Table 3·.3). 
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Table 3.3: CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATION LEVEL 

RESIDENTIAL EDUCATIONAL LEVEL TOTAL 
DISTRICT . 

No. E<luc Pry Schl Sec Schl Tertiary 

· High Density 83 46 3 - 132 
Medium Density 19 59. 73 27 178 
Low Density - - 9 29 40 

Total 102 106 86 56 350 
% 29.1 30 '24.3 16 100 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

3.2.4 OCCUPATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

In terms of occupational structure of the respondents, 

35.1% of all of them are into business or trading and this 

cuts.across the residential districts. The G.R.A.'s and the 

planned estates, have the least number of business men (11.4%) 

compared with what obtains in the other two residential 

districts. There are more civil servants in the middle income 

area' than other occupations (44.9%). This may explain why 

there are more retirees (captioned 'Others' in Table 3 .4 

qelow) in the middle income areas than the other districts put 

toget'.her. The ratio of public servants to Artisan in. the low 

incarne area is 1.5:54.9%. While this may be staggering, it is 

not;, however., unconnected with their lit.eracy level (See Table 

3. 4) . 
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Table 3.4 CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS BY OCCUPATION 

RES!DENTIAL OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

· · Civil Public BIZ/ Artisan Others 
Service Service Trading 

High Density 4 2 52 73 1 132 
Medium Density 80 16 57 13 12 178 
Low Dcnsity 8 1 J 14 - 7 40 

Total 92 29 123 86 20 350 
% 26.3. 8.3 35. J 24.6 5.7 100 

Source: Field Survey,1996 

3.2.5 LONGEVITY OF RESIDENCY IN IBADAN 

Majority of the respondents (7~.3%) have lived in Ibadan 

for more than 40 years. This fact would seem to give credit 

to whatever information they supply because, the longer one 

stays in a place, the more one knows about that place and the 

more reliable the information one supplies ·about the place 

especially in terrns of security of the area. Only 2 of the 

respondents have stayed more than 30. years in the GRAs and 

planned esta tes., The reason being that·, these areas are 

relatively new·with many still undeveloped plots in places 

like Old Bodija, Akobo and Oluyole Layout. In the 
t' . 
Core/indigenous areas where 0ver 60% of its respondents have 

been residing there for more than 50 years, undeveloped plots 

are. rare to corne by ( See Table 3 . 5) . 

. .. , -~ 
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Table 3.5 CRARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS BY LONGEVITY OF 
OCCUPANCY (IN YEARS) 

RESIDENTIAL 
.. 

·LENGTH OF STAY IN HOUSE (IN YEARS) TOTAL 
· DISTRICT 

0·10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 OVER 50 

_High Density - - - 2 48 82 132 
Medium Density J - 23 40 85 29 178 
Low Densily 10 18 9 3 - - 40 

TOTAL 11 18 32 45 133 ·. l LI 350 
% 3.1 5. l 9.1 12.9 38 31.7 100 

Souice: Field Survey. 1996 

3.3 INTRA-URBAN VARIATIONS OF CRIME: A TEMPORAL ANALYSIS 

Available records from the Nigerian Police show over 27 

types of crime in Ibadan. These include robbery, murder, 

assaults, residential burglary, house breaking, rape and 

indecent assault, store breaking, unlawful possessions, etc. 

(See Table 3.6 below). However, there are differences -in the 

rate at which each crime· is committed in the city. Crimes 

like suicide, child stealing, demanding with menace, abortion 

and unnatural. offences (i.e. crimes against nature or 

conqemned by naturel, though.not totally absent, are uncommon 
·, 

in Ibadan. Theft and stealing, assaults, burglary, store-

breaking, house breaking, assault and occultic harm, unlawful 

possession and false pretence, cheating and fraud are of 
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TABLE 3.6: TEMPORAL VARIATIONS OF CRIME IN IBADAN (1990-1996) 

- OFFENCES 1990 . 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 TOTAL % 

1 Armed robbery 81 76 48 42 56 36 29 368 0.6 
2 Murder li 18 14 6 14 11 9 83 0.1 
3 Theft and other stealing 2203 2584 2872 2768 2740 2952 1572 17691 31.1 
4 AssaultS 806 1244 1485 1407 1166 1134 770 8012 14.1 
5 Demanding with menace 3 4 - - - - . 1 8 0 
6 Child stealing - 3 I 3 3 2 l 13 ~ 

7 Kidnapping 21 18 35 36 27 20 36 193 0.3 
8 Arson 14 9 10 4 10 8 3 58 0.1 
9 Burglary 604 - 619 695 681 464 671 382 . 4116 7.2 
10 House breaking 526 617 . 611 470 489 485 280 3478 6.1 
11 Smre breaking 433 538' 470 439 577 501 380 3338 5.9 
12 Unlawful possession 352 306 401 391 277 275 169 2171 3.8 
13 Breach of public peace . 130 222 . 225 165 152 149 70 1113 2 
14 Grievous harm/wounding 60 33 16 17 12 34 21 193 0:3 
15 Escape and rescu·e 5 4 6· - 8 3 - 26 0 
16 Rape and indecent assault 61 87 77 91 99 86 42 543 l 
17 False pretences, cheating & fraud 275 380 397 348 335 387 230 2352 4.1 
18 Forgery and currency crimes 16 24 12 12 9 8 5 86 0.2 
19 Suicide - 4 - l - - - 5 ·o 
20 Anempted suicide - - 2 l - - 2 5 0 
21 Recdving stolen properties 11 10 5 9 - 5 6 46 0.1 
22 S.U.D. 14 13 10 12 8 17 4 78 0.1 
23 Abortion l 1 3 1 1 1 - 8 0 
24 Conduct 14 35 7 2 20 87 82 247 0.4 
25 Unnatural offences 5 - - 4 l 1 - li 0 
26 Assaùh and occultic hann 297 488 335 232 221 219 135 1927 3.4 
27 Other offences 1340 1391 1743 1408 1873 1887 1162 10804 19 

TOTAL 7283 8728 9480 8550 8562 8979 ·5391 56973 
% 12.8 15.3 16.6 15 15 15.8 9.5 100 

SOURCE: NPF Annual Crime Reports, Eleyele, Ibadan (1996). 
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relative importance in the study area. 

The period covered in this analysis of crime variations 

in Ibadan is between 1990 and 1996. The total crime reported 

to the police within this 7 years of analysis is 56, 973. The 

highest rate was recorded in 1992 with about 17% (9,480) of 

the total crime reported. The least was recorded two years 

before with a rate of 7,283, about 13% of the total crime 

repor.ted. The 1996 rat·e· may not· be considered the least due 

to· the fact that it cbvered only 7 out of the 12 months 

covered by the others., ·comriared with the 1990 rate, the 1996 

rate has a mean of 770 while the former has a mean of 607. 

With the mean value, the 1996 rate is next to the 1992 rate in 

intensity. This ·t~mporal variation in crime is shown in 

Table 3.6 and depicted graphically in Fig. 3.1. 

Two forms of variation could be seen in Table 3.6. The 

first is the •within crime variatio~'' which refers to the 

variation that occurs within a particular crime from one year 

to \:he other and the second is the "between crime variation" 

which shows the form of variation occurring between one crime 

and the other crime in a particular year. 

With regards to the within crime variations, it could be 

said that from 1990 to 1996, variations are minimal. Except 

in some few cases where particular crimes are non-existing in 
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FIG. 3·1 GROUP BARS SHOWING Y EARL Y AVERAGES OF ALL 
CRIMES AND RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES IN IBADAN 
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certain· years, most of the crime rates are within the same 

range. For example, in the case of the 5 violent crimes of 

armed robbery,,murder, burglary, house breaking and grievous 

harm a:1d wounding, it is observed that there are liti:le 

variations all the years through. The highest rate of 81 

recorded in 1990 for robbery has a mean value of 6.75, while 

the lowest rate of 29 recorded for the same crime has a meàn 

value of 4.12. The mean-value-range is thus 2.63 which is an 

indication of minimal variation. The same could also be said 

of burglary. With a maximum rate of 695 recorded in 1992, the 

mean val u·e of burglary is 5 7. 9 while i ts minimum· rate of 3 8 2 

recorded in 1996 h~s a mean-value of 54.6. The mean-value-

range of 3. 3 is an 'indication of little variation within 

burglary. 

Little exceptions, however, exist in a few "passive 

crimes" like suicide, att;:empted suicide and. demanding with 

menace. There are no records of crimes in certain years. For 

instance, from 1992 to 1995, there was no reported case of 

demqnding with menace in the whole of.Ibadan. In the case of 

suic}de, there was no record in the f irst year, the third year 

and the last 3 years of ·analysis. Unnatural offences also 

fall into this category. There was no record in 1991 and 

·1992, and up till the time of data collection, non·e had been 

;:e, . 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



78 

recorded in 1996 in the whole of Ibadan. One could, 

therefore, say that the rate of crime in Ibadan is within the 

_same range from ye·ar to year when the within crime variation 

is considered. 

With regards to·the between crime variation,· a lot of 

variations could"be seen in Ibadan. Theft and stealing is 

observed as the most important crime in the city with a total 

of 17691, i.e. 31.1% of the total crime rates committed in 

Ibadan within the period of analysis. From 1990 to 1996,· this 

particular crime records the highest rate of single crime, 

apart from 'other offences' which is a combination of some 

crimes like perjury, bribery and corruption, gambling, 

narcotics., slave dealing, traffic offences, etc. Thus, when 

theft and stealing is compared with a crime like attempted 

suicide with a tot~l of 5 which is 0.009% of the total crime 

rate, a great variatton will be apparent. Other crimes of 

importance in Ibadan are assaults; burglary; house breaking; 

stoi~ breaking; false pretences, cheating and fraud;· assault 

and occultic harm; and unlawful possession. These eight 

crimes including theft and stealing constitu_te 75. 6% (43085) 

of the total crime rate in Ibadan during the period of 

analysis. In other words, about 8 out of every 10 crimes 

committed fall into this group of crimes .while 4 out of every 
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10 crimes committed in this group are thefts and stealing 

(41.1%) . 

,It is wor.thy of note that theft and stealing (including 

larceny) is a very serïous crime in Ibadan. In each of the 

years, it records about 30% of the crime committed. In other 

words, 3 out of every 10 crimes committed every day are thefts 

and steal_ing. This, when compared with the rate of a crime 

like demanding with menace with a total crime rate of 8 

(0.014% i.e. 1 out of every 10,000 crimes committed) will 

reveal a great between crime variation. 

depicts a better comparison. 

Table 3 , 7 below 

Table 3.7: •PASSIVE CRIMES Vs ACTIVE CRIMES (in%) 

No. CRIMES 1990" 1991 1992 1993 . 1994 1995 1996 TOTAL 

1. Theft & Stealing 30.2 29.6 30.3 •, 32.4 32 32.9 29.2 31.5 
2. Assaults 11. l 14.3 14.8 16.5 13.6 12.6 14.3 14.1 
3. Burglary 8.3 . . 7.1 7.3 8 5.4 7.5 7.1 7.2 
4. Child Stealing . 0 0.03 ·0.01 0.04 ·0.04 0.02 0.01 0.02 
5. Unnatural Offences 0.1 .o a· 0.05 0.01 0.01 0 0.02 

,, 

' 
6. Abortion 0.01 0.01 0.03· o. 1 o.'01 0.01 0 0.01 

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Source: Computcd from Table 3.6 

"Note: t-3 "Active Crimes"; 4-6 "Passive Crimes" 

. ~ ... 
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These results show that while there is more of between crime 

variations, there is less of within crime variations in Ibadan 

in temporal dimensions. (See Table 3.7) 

3.4 INTRA URBAN VARIATIONS OF CRIME: A SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

As in the temporal variations, crime records were 

collected based on poltce·divisions in Ibadan. Each pf the 7 

Po~:i.ce Divisions (noted above) in Ibadan is headed by a 

Divisioi;i.al Police Officer (DPO) who is at the Divisional 

H~adquarters. Each of the divisions is further ·subdivided 

into districts·hea~ed by a District Officer (D.O). A police 

district could have the status of a Police Station or a Police 

Post. The distribution of neighbourhoods/localities into 

police districts is done on the basis of contiguity. In other 

words, contiguous neighbourhoods are likely to fall under the 

same district headquarters. The implication of this is that· 

the residential district to which a locality belong does not 
' 

matter in the choice of its Police Division. 

For example, · Oluyole Layout, a low density residential 

area belongs to the Challenge Division where, also, are 

Felele, Ring road and Challenge which are all in .the medium 

densi ty district. Also, Ikolaba and Idi-Ape of the low 

density district are· in the Agodi .division where Iwo Road, 
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Orita-mefa· (in the.medium density) and Yemetu, Oje, Elekuro 

and Adeoyo (in the high density district) are and the rates of 

crimes collected in these areas are lumped together for the" 

whole division. 

Table 3. 8 below is a spatial variation of crime in ·Ibadan 

between 1990 · and 1996. Just as in the case of temporal 

variation, the spatial variation could be analysed in two 

ways, namely: the "within crime variation" which is the 

variation occurring within a particular crime from one 

division to the other and the "betweeri crime variation" which 

refers to the form of variation occùrring between one crime 

and the other within a particular division. 

With regards to the within variations, police records 

show a lot of disparities in crime. For example, where 

Iyaganku records only 14 which is. 3. 8% of the total armed 

r,obbery in Ibadan wi thin the perio,d of analysis, Bodij a 

division has a rate of 104 (i.e 28.3% of the robbery cases). 

The percentage range is 24.5 which is an indication of a wide 

variation. In the case of assaults_, while Moniya records 257 

(3.2%) cases, Iyaganku records 2556 (31.9%) which is·10 times 

that of Moniya. there is also a wide spatial variation in the 

cases of grievous harm and wounding. While Moniya records 

less than 1% (1), Eleyele has a record that is almost 129 

,. . 
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TABLE 3.8: SPATIAL VARIATIONS OF CRIME IN IBADAN (1990-1996) 
. 

OFFENCES AGODI lYAGANKU MON!YA CHALLENGE BODUA APATA ELEYELE TOTAL % 

1 Armed robbery 31 14 46 74 104 42 57 368 0.6 
2 Murder 16 18 22 2 2 4 19 83 0.1 
3 Theft an~ other stealing 1822 3693 478 2077 3255 2413 3953 17691 31.l 
4 Assaults 544· 2556 257 . 500 1452 1553 1150 8012 14. l 
5 Demanding with menace - 2 - - . - 6· 8 0 
6 Child stealing - 5 l - 2 3 2 13 0 
7 Kidnapping . - 2 9 28 65 88 l 193 0.3 . 
8 Arson - 5 21 10 9 13 - 58 0.1' 
9 Burglary 772 763 310 657 545 412 657 4116 7.2 
10 House breaking 290 626 202 773 696 567 324 3478 6.1 
11 Store breaking 292 673 195 573 563 367 675 3338 5.9 
12 Unlawful possession 217 465 42 558 335 260 294 2171 3.8 
13 Breach of public peace 56 497 29 208 180 143 - 1113 2 
14 Grievous harm/wounding 6 32 l 15 17 8 114 193 0.3 
15 Escape and rescue - " 5 6 4 7 4 - 26 0 
16 Rape and indecent assault 59 107 12 53 107 109 96 543 l 
17 False pretences, cheating & fraud 273 839 70 64 96 207 803 2352 4.1 
18 Forgery and currency crimes - 23 13 8 14 9 19 86 0.2 
19 Suicide - - 4 - - - 1 5 0 
20 Attempted suicide - . 5 - - - - 5 0 
21 Receiving stolen properties - - 33 6 5 2 - 46 0.1 
22 S.U.D. - - - 10 29 39 - 78 0.1 
23 Abortion 8 . - - - - - 8 0 
24 Conduct - . - 16 101 130 - 247 0.4 
25 Unnatural offences - - Il - - - - 11 0 
26 Assault and occultic harm 285 1642 - - - - - 1927 3:4 
27 Other offences 972 3005 384 2303 1493 1424 1223 10804 19 

TOTAL 5643 14972 2151 7939 9077 7797 9394 56973 
% 9.9 26.3 , 3.8 13.9 15.9 13.7 16.5 100 

SOURCE: NPF Annual Crime Reports, Eleyele, Ibadan (1996). 
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times (114 i.e 59.1%) that of Moniya. Even with uncommon 

crimes like suicide and conduct (i.e crimes relating to 

morals), there are wide spatial disparities: Eleyele has a 

record of 130 (52'. 6%) .conduct cases while the same crime is 

not even on record in Agodi, Iyagan~u, Moniya and Eleyele. 

Certain crimes such as attempted suicide, abortion, unnatural 

offences and assault and occultic harm are even the exclusive 

prerogatives of divisions like Moniya, Iyaganku and Agodi. 

The between crime variation is also very significant. 

Sorne divisions are mo.re notewor.thy in some crimes while· they 

are not noticeable in some other crimes. For example, the 

bulk of armed robbery in Ibadan is done in Bodija (~8.2%.i.e 

3 out of every 10 robbery cases) while this division loses 

this position to Moniya in the case of murder. It is also 

observed that whi·le Apata di vision has the highest number · of 

kidnapping and rapes and indecent assaults (i.e 45. 6% and 

20 .1% respe.ctively), it accounts for less than average for 

theft and stealing, store breaking and grievous harm/wounding. 

With regards to the highest risk of offences, Bodija 

division is at the highest risk for armed robbery; Iyaganku 

for breach of public peace, false pretence, 

fraud, forgery and assault and occùltic harm. 

cheating and 

Agodi, apa:i:t 

fron\ leading in the case of burglary, · is the only _di vision 
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where abortion is committed. Moniya is a risky area for 

murder, arson and unnatural offenc_es. Challenge leads others 

:i,n house brea]çing and unlawful poss'ession and Apata in child 

kidnapping and conduct. Furthermore, Eleyele contributes 

almost 60% of the grievous harm and wounding crime in Ibadan 

and also leads in the crime of theft and stealing ( i ;e. 

unarmed robbery,including larceny). On a final analysis, the 

spatial severity of crime in Ibadan could be arranged in a 

descending order as follows: Iyaganku (26.3%), Eleyele 

(16.5%), Bodija (15.9%-), Ch_allenge (13.9%-), Apata (13.7%-), 

Agodi (9.9%) and Moniya (3.8%). There is, however, no area 

that does not lead the others in one crime or the other. 

Because of its importance to this study, a particular 

reference is made to residential burglary. Its importance 

lies . in the fact that it is the crime that involves the 

breaking through of barriers intçi a residential building·, 

Because of this definition, house breakirig (which in police 

parlance means burglary in day time) is included in the 

analysis. Table 3. 9 below displays both the spatial and 

temporal distribution of residential burglary in Ibadan. 

It could be gleaned from Table .3. 9 that there was a 

steady increase in the rate of residential burglary from 1990 

to ,1992, a fall in 1993 which continued in a greater dimension 
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in 1994 and then arise a year later. This trend is more 

visible in the case of B.odij a an~ Apata while in the others, 

there are littie va.riati~~s. Three of ·the divisions (Bodij a, 

· Iyaganku and Challenge) have total rates that · are above 

average while Ag_odi, Eleyele, Apata and Moniya' s are below 

average. 

Table 3.9: SPATIO-TEMPORAL VARIATIONS OF "RESIDENTIAL 
BURGLARY IN IBADAN (1990-1996) 

DIVISION 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 TOTAL % 

Agodi 166 155 182 271 125 97 66 1062· 
Bodija 118 164 288 201 181 195 94 1241. 
Moniya 62 76 63 56 98 113 44 512 
Challenge 120 242 211 225 188 273 171 1430 
Apata 129 177 232 136 79 129 97 979 
lyaganku 364 303 212 140 154 140 76 1389 
Elcyclc 171 119 118 122 128 209 114 981 

TOTAL 1130 1236 1306 1157 953 1156 662 
% 14.9 16.3 17.2 15.2 12.5 15.2 8.7 

Source: NPF Annual Crime Reports, Eleyele, Ibadan (1996) 

• Residential Burglary = Burglary + House Breaking 

14 
16.3 
6.7 

18.8' 
12., 
18. 
12.S 

7594 
100 

Moniya records the lowest cases of residential burglary in all 

the years except 1995 when it recorded more .cases th.an Agodi 
l 

division. The spatial pattern is depicted in Fig. 3.2. 
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FIG 3·2 SPATIAL PATIERN OF RESJOENTIAL 
BURGLARY IN IBADAN 4t,;Y!è 
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This spatial variation can be better appreciated if it is 

considered according to the different localities in Ibadan. 

This is shown by the response of people to the occurrence of 

residential burglary in their locality and presented in Table 

3.10 below. The table shows that Sango, 

Oke-Ado, Orogun, Elekuro, Nalende, Yemetu, 

Ekotedo, _Agbowo, 

Sabo, Mokola and 

Felele have incidence of residential burglary that are above 

average while the other localities score below average. It is 

notewo~thy that Sango with the highest incidence (48) is in 

the Bodija division while Jericho that records_ the least is in 

Eleyele division. This is an indication of complementarity in 

the two data. · Furthermore; the average rates for the high, 

medium and low densi ty districts are 1 7. 3, 24. 5 and 11. 4 

respectively. Only the medium density residential district 

has an average that is greater than the overall average 

(19. 5) . This means _that the incidence of residential burglary 

is gr':'àter in tli.e high de"nsity than. the low density areas but 

greatest in the medium density areas. ' 

An ,hypcithesis was t::ested to determine the relationship 

bet.we'en the rates of crime and the socio economic status of. 

th~ localities (refer to,1.6.3 for ~he choice of variables). 

The test shows a negative correlation of -0.3 with a 

coefficient of determination i.e rs 2 = ·o.09. The negativity 

' 
-- --·-·---------·-- •--- ·-·-·-T------

.... ,.·,.;. 
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TABLE 3.10: INCIDENCE OF RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY IN 
LOCALITIES 

LOCALITY INCIDENCE . 

1 Oje 15 
2 Mapo 12, 
3· Agugu 17 
4 Dugbe 9 
5: Nalende 21 
6 Beere 16 
7 Yemetu 21 
8 Agbeni 19 
9 Elekuro 25 
10 Kudeti 16 
11 Adeoyo 19 

Sub Total 190 

12 Iwo Road 31 
13 Sabo 19 

'14 Oke Ado 28 
.15 Apata 15 
16 Mokola 26. 
17 Sàngo 48 
18 odo-Ona 15 
19 Eleyele Water Works 10 
20 Ekotedo 

' 
3'2 

21 Challenge 16 
22 Felele 30 
23 Agbowo 35 
24 Oritamefa 13 
25 Orogun 25 

Sub Total 343 

26 Ikolaba 13 
27 Old-Bodija 13 
28 Oluyole Layout 14 
29 Idi-Ape 14 
30 Jericho 3 

Sub Total 57 

GRAND TOTAL 584 

SOURCE Field survey, ( 1996) 

1 ' -

~ 
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. of the correlation index shows an inverse relationship between 

~rime rates and sotio~economic status of the localities i.e. 

the higher the socio-economic status, the lower the rates of 
' . . . 

crime. The reàson for t~is may be as a result of the higher· 

levèl of sophistication -in crime preventive devices used in 

the high incarne ·residential areas. 

detail in later chapters. 

This is discussed in 

Furthermore, given the negative relationship, socio

economic status bas only 0.09 (i.e 9%) effect on the crime 

rates of the localities, this. is a very weak negative 

relationship. The hypothesis when subjected to test even at 

5% significance level leads to the acceptance of ~he null 

hypothesis (Ho) at the expense of the alternative, (See 

Appendix V(a) for the detailed analysis). In support of· the 

result of th~ test, more people perceive the low density areas 

as safer than either of the two other districts. In Table 

3.11 below, 160 (i.e 46%) of the respondents perceive the low 

density areas of Jericho, New·Bodija and Ikolaba as the safest 

in Ibadan, while 126 (36%) and 64 (18.3%) see the medium and 

the high density areas respectively, as being the safest. 

Table 3.12 does not even record any low density area as being 

dangerous as respondents would even prefer to live in them if 

they have the choice . 

. .. 
...c ,. •··· 
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Table 3.11 SAFEST LOCALITIES IN IBADAN 

LOCALITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL' 

. HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Agugu 9 - - . 9 

Na!ende 21 - - 21 
Ycmetu 2 - - 2 
Elekuro 10 - - 10 
Adeoyo 16 6 - 22 
Orita-mcfa 18 5 - 23 
Felele 5 16 10 31 
Apata Ganga 16 39 - 55 

· Elcycle - 17 - 17 
Jericho 17 24 16 57 
New Bodija 18 28 10 56 
Ikolaba - 43 4 47 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

In all, 12 locali ties were declared as being the safest, 

Jericho, New Botlija and Apata Ganga have the· highest 

respondents while Mokola, Sabo and Agbeni are seen as the most 

dangerous localities for anybody to live in (See Table 3.12). 
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Table 3.12: MOST DANGEROUS LOCALITIES IN IBADAN 

LOCALITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

. HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Agbeni 8 32 - 40 
Kudeti li 4 - 15 
Dugbe 10 - 3 13 
Yemetu - 8 - 8 
Sango 15 - 2 17 
Mokola 42 76 13 131 
Agbowo - 31 - 31 
Sabo 18 26 20 64 
Iwo Road 3 - - 3 

TOTAL 107 [77 38 322 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

3.5 MONETARY AND SOCIAL COSTS OF CRIME 

Criminal activity, anywhere,. imposes two types of costs 

and these are monetary and social costs and Ibadan is · no 

exception. 

With regards to monetary cost, crime has, on several 

occasions, led to the destruction of properties and of 1ives 

or çaused injuries for which a considerable amount of money is 

i;ipent to treat. Table 3.13 presents the value of property 

damaged or lost dùe to residential burglary during the period 

of.analysis . 
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Table 3.13: VALUE OF PROPERTY DAMAGED OR LOST TO . 
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY (INN) 

VALUE OF RESJ[)ENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 
PROPERTY (N) 

HIGH tv!EDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DÉNSITY 

.:,,; 1000 16 18 - 34 
1001-2000 12 6 - 18 
2001-3000 - - - -
3001-4000 . - - - -
4001-5000 - 28 - 28 
Ahovc 5000 - èl Il 32 

TOTAL· 28 7.1 Il 112 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

It is observed from Table 3. 13· above that 4 6. 4 %" of the 

respondents lost between NSOO and N2000 to residential 

burglary. Majority of people in this category are in the low 

· incarne and middle in_come groups. The amount, though little, 

cùti deep into their meagre income. Precisely 53.6% of the 

respoti~énts lost properties worth over N4000 to residential 

burglary at one time of the other. The greatest loss is, 

howe·ver, felt in the middle incotne group _with (65.1%") 73 

peopli having suffered lois at orie time or the other. 

Residential burg .Lary has also .been known to cost peoples' 

lives on several occasions. A total of 57 lives were lost to 

residential burglary during the period of analysis as shown in 

Table 3.14. 
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Table 3.14: LOSS OF LIVES DUE TO RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF TOTAL 
DISTRICT RESPONDENTS 

YES NO 

High Density 6 126 132 
Medium Density 37 141 178 
Low density 8 32 ·40 

TOTAL • 51 299 350 
Source: Field Survey, 1996 

F~om Table 3.14 above, it is observed that 51 (14.6%) 

resp·ondents agree that they have at one time or the other lest 

some· relatives to residential burglary. Very few of this 

happened in the low incarne areas with only 4.5% (6) of its 

respondents affirming loss of. lives; 20% (8) in the high 

incarne group and a little abov~ that· (37, i.e 20.8%) in the 

middle incarne group. The reason for the low cases in the high 

density area may not be unconnected with the fact that, less 

rate of burglary is recorded there. 

With regards to the social cost of crime, it is observ~d 

that crime is · the cpief reason for peoples' change of 

reside~ce. Close to 30 respondents agree to have left their 

former places of residence due to the incidence of crime in 

the place. Infact, it also affects the choice of building 

form and location. People have been known to locate their 
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buildings in areas where they have a feeling of security. It 

is also the chief reason for the location of some new houses, 

in Akobo area of Ibadan. Responding to a question on the 

reason for choice of building location and patterri, 

respondents gave several reasons like availability of land, 

inherited propertyt Nearness of location to working place, 

serenity o·f the environment, availability of infrastructure 

and safety purposes. About 10% of the people ascribe the 

location of their dwelling to the need for security. Majority 

of this people, however, are in the low density districts 

(55.5%). Security consciousness is not all that important in 

the high density districts. 

Another social cost of residential burglary in Ibadan is 

the feeling of insecurity that the people have about their 

environment. This feeling or 'fear of burglary syndrome' is 

the major reason'why so many houses are bizarre in outlook due 

to undùe protective measures, and this is of particular 

interest in this study. Table 3. 15 gi ves a break down of 

peoples' perception of their environment due to burglary. 

". 
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Table 3.15: 

RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICT . 

High Density 

95 

FEELING OF INSECURITY 

NO. OF RESPONDENTS 

YES NO 

121 ·11 
Medium Density 79 99 
Low dens·i t y 28 12 

TOTAL 228 122 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

TOTAL 

132 
178 

40 

350 

From the table above, 34.9% (122) of the respondents in Ibadan 

feel insecure in places where they stay as a result.of crime. 

Majority of this people {99, 81.1%) .are however in the middle 

income group where. crime rate is known to be highest ( see .. 
Table-~ .·10). Fear of bu:rglary is; however, lowest in the low 

incarne area whère only 8% (11) of the respondents agree to 

have feelings of·insecurity. The_a.ftermath of this is eitli.e'r 

to adàpt to thè situation br move out. A lot of respondents 

il).dicated the desire to liv~ outside Ibadan if they have the 
·I . 

choice (see Table 3 ,16). 
t 

., ... 
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Table 3.16: A WISH TO LIVE OUTSIDE IBADAN 

RESIDENTIÀL NO. OF TOTAL 
DISTRICT RESPONDENTS 

YES NO 

High Density 9 123 132 
Medium Density 33 145 178 
Low density 1 39 40· 

·TOTAL 43 307 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

From the table,• it is observed ·that 43 respondents showed 

indication to live outside Ibadan. Majority of this people 

• are in the.middle ïncome district. Ilorin, Akure, Ile-Ife and 

Lagos were given as likely destinations. 

l 

•· 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



97 

CHAPTER FOUR 

PLAN, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND SECURITY CONSCIOUSNESS: 
A TIME DIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

The arrangement of space, to a large extent, affects 

man's activities, just as man's activities affect spatial 

configurations. ·' This explains the. subj ect mat ter of man· -

environment interraction. From time immemorial, ·man has 

structured· his environment - social or physi.cal, to satisfy 

his physical, social and psychological whims and ca~rices. He 

has designed parks and lots to engender social interacti6ns 

and comforts, he has used arts and architecture to improve the 

aesthetics of his environment and designed space and 

structures. (no matter how crude) to protect himself. 

On the other hand, the environment, variously altered by 

man, also alter man positiyely or negatively. Wright 

(quoted in Gibson, 1977) puts this succinctly when he wrote 

that "first we mould our cities and then our cities mould us'.'. 

Wright was saying that it is possible to influence· man's 

attitude by firstly influencing his environment. Since our 

environment can influence our behaviours and attitudes, then, 

it could be designed,to inhibit crime. This idea will ,be 
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better appreciated when we consider the fact that a culprit 

has to move throtigh space to reach h_is or her target. The 

_arrangement.of this space, the target inclusive, will, to ~ 

large extent, determine· the success of his goal. 

Any form of environmental design that will make the goal 

of an intruder unachievable (or at the.very worst, delayed) is 

a crime preventive measure and the whole idea of crime 

prevention through environmental design (CPTED) revolves round 

this. 

From·time past, this idea has been in practice implicitly 

or explicitly in Ibadan, through building design and 

~onstructi6n, street planning and many other practices and 

today, more and more sophist_icated (or complicated) strategies 

are being employed. All these are examined in this chapter. 

Also examined here is the effectiveness of the security 

devices and a discussion on the associated costs of these 

~ec~rity devices. 

4.2 AGE AND TYPES OF HOUSING IN IBADAN 

There are variations in the ages of residential buildings 

in Ibadan; just as in human beings, there are as many ages as 

there are buildings and this may pose a little complication to 

analysis. The pattern of analysis adopted in this study, 
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however, allows for only minimal complications. Ibadan has 

been zoned into three residential districts of high density, 

medium density and low density with each density having more

ôr-less similar-characters. Table 4.1 below shows the age of 

buildings a~cording to residenti~l districts. 

The oldest buildings in Ibadan are found in the core, 

traditional areas, all of which ·are in the high density 

residential district. In this district, no building is bel"ow 

40 years with some as old as 150 years. Sorne of the 

respondents claim that their buildings have passed through 

about 3 generations! 

Table 4.1: AGE OF BUILDINGS (IN YEARS) 

AGE (IN YEARS) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSJTY 

' 
.:S 10 - - 16 16 
11-20 - - 14 14 
21-30 - 52 8 60 
31-40 - 31 2 33 
41-50 51 56 - 107 
> 50 81 39 - 120 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 
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Indeed, the façade of these buildings is not at variance with 

this declaration. Majority of the houses in Nalende, Oranyan, 

Isale Osi, eçc, are dilapidated (Plate 12). At a glance, one 

may jump to the conclusion that they are abandoned, only to be 

stunned at seeing children.and old women trooping out of such 

houses. 

The next in age ·hierarchy, naturally, is the medium 

density residentiai buildings. All the houses in this densit1• 

are aged from 21 to greater than 50 years, with no house 

younger than 21 years. As the ages .increase, the number of 

buildings reduce. This is understandable, since the zone·is 

transitional, and occupied by migrants who have for long 

embraced settlers status. Other residents of this zone are 

indigens who. have graduated from a near slum life at the core 

areas to establish residents at the relatively more modern 

areas., This movement and settling down took place from about 
' 

30 years ago. 

The youngest buildings and of course the newest and most 

modern buildings in Ibadan are found in the high income, low 

density residential districts. No building in the zone is up 

to 41 years with the majority of them ( 75%i .r. -- '. 

of 20 years and below. The buildings are modern (Plate 13) 

and ~treets are w~ll layed-out. 
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Most o.f.these buildings· have remained as described above 

since their completion, with the exception of very few ones 

(26.9%) that have undergone remodelling as a result .of 

burglary (See Table 4.2). 

Table 4.2 REMODELLING OF BUILDING DUE TO BURGLARY 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF RESPONDENTS TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

YES NO 

High Density 6 126 132 
Medium Density 80 98 178 
Low density 8 32 40 

TOTAL 94 256 350 
Source: Field Survey, 1996 

Even with this rate, only the medium densi,ty district has 

close to 45% of its buildings remodelled, and this improves 

their appearances. Majority of buildings in other zones still 

carry their old appearances. The case of the low density 

buildings is explicable by the fact that, they are still new 

and modern and any new form would have been concei ved and 

implementèd along' with the construction. The low incarne 

residential district has less than 5% of its buildings 

reinodelled and this is responsible· for the vast number of 

dilapidated buildings observable in the area (Plate 12). 
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Building remodelling takes different forms. Most of the 

buildings especially·those in the low income districts and 

some in the middle income districts are remodelled for the 

purpose of improving their aesthetic quality. There are a few 

of these houses in Beere, Agugu, Kudeti, Oje and Ekotedo. The 

cas~ df Ekotedo is even clear for the fact that it is an 

adj oining locali ty to Dugbe, which is wi thin the CBD of 

Ibadan. Due to the constant congestioµ at Dugbe, a lot of the 

working class people have moved their residences and 

consequently their businesses to Ekotedo. For Ekotedo to · 

adequately play this role, therefore, some of the buildings_ 

have to be remodelled. The remodelling was for two purposes, 

one is to improve aesthetics and thus command higher rents and 

the other is to provide for safety against burglary in the 

houses t_hat now serve for both residential and commercial 

purposes. A drive from Dugbe through Alawo to Queens Cinema 

will show a lot of these buildings. 

The form of building remodelling is categorised in.ta 

major and minor. (Table 4 .3) Major remodelling which takes 

36% of all remodelling done involves change of building 

structures windows, doors, staircases, balconies, roof . . 
styles; addition of shops, etc. 
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Table 4.3: FORM OF BUILDING REMODELLING 

RESIDENTIAL FORM OF REMODELLING TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

MAJOR MINOR 

High Density - 6 6 
Medium Density 32 48 80 
Low density 2 6 8 

·TOTAL 34 60 94 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

While none of the houses in the core area went through any 

form of major remodelling for the purpose of preventing 

burglary; 100% of the remodelled ones have minor changes in 

the form of raising or strengthening the fence, adding 

burglary proofs tp building openings, increasing surveillance 

opportuni tie.s, etc. Middle income buildings top the list in 

both major (94%) and minor (80%) remodelling and these eut 

across all housing types in the stu.dy area. 

The .housing. types observed in Ibadan could be gi:-ouped 

into five. These are: the Brazilian housing type (i.e the 

rooming ~partments or face-me-I-fa~e-you)\ flats; bungalows; 

duplex and storeyed buildings (Table 4.4) . 

. . ~-·. . . .. ' 
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Table 4.4: 

HOUSING TYPES 

. . . 

Rooming Apartments 
Fiats 
Bungalows 
Duplex 
Storeyed Buildings 

TOTAL 

104 

HOU'SING TYPES IN IBADAN 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

I26 58 -
6 73 6 

- 10 21 
. 3 9 
. 34 4 

132 178 40 

Source: Field Survey,· 1996 

TOTAL 

184 
85 
31 
12 
38 

350 

The rooming. apartment. type of residential buildings, as the 

name. irnplies, are ··built in single rooms, all roorns open to a 

long, somet'imes, wide corridor us.ed by every occupant of the 

apartrnents .. The roorns directly face each other from opposite 

sides. More than half of the buildings surveyed (52.6%) fall 

into this category,, with 68.5% of thern found in the low 

incarne-, high density residential districts while the high 

incarne, low density district is totally devoid of thern. îhis 

form' of housing is characteristic of the low incarne group, 
' 

with' a farnily of up to five living in a single roorn; thus 

leading to severe overcrowding for this type of housing 

especially when it is observed that sorne of the buildings 

surveyed have rno~e than 10 rooms. 72.3% of these buildings 
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have 6 rooms ·and above and majority of them are in the high 
.. 

density residehtial district where they constitute nearly 70% 

of ali the rooming apartments there as shown in Table 4. 5 

below. 

Table 4.5:· . NUMBER OF ROOMS IN ROOMING APARTMENTS 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF ROOMS TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

0 - 5 6 · 10 OVER 10 

High Density 39 68 19 126 
Medium Density 12 33 13 58 
Low Dcnsity - - - -

TOTAL 51 101 32 184 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

The flats are better housing types than the rooming 

apartments in terms of design and occupancy ratio. They are 

often referred to as single family housing flats. Flats could 

be in one or more blacks. It is observed from Table 4.4 above 

that~80% of the flats observed,in Ibadan are found in the 

medium density residential district. 

characteristic of the middle incarne group. 

They are thus 

The number of 

rooms in a flat could be between 5 and 10 while the number of 

flats in a block or an estate could be between 3 and 9 (Table 

4.6) or even more depending on the height of the blacks . 

. 
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The low density residential districts have over 30% of its 

blacks made up of between 7 and 9 flats. Majority of the 

blacks in th~ middle incarne, medium density residential area 

(82%) and all thos-e in the low incarne, high density 

residential area have less than 4 flats. 

Table 4.6: NUMBER OF PLATS 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF PLATS TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

0 - 3 4 - 6 7 - 9 OVER 9 

High Density 6 - - - 6 
Medium Density 60 13 - - 73 
Low Density 3 1 2 - 6 

TOTAL 69 14 2 - 85 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

The bungalow types of.housing are structured to occupy single 

families. Sorne are found in the middle·income districts where 

more of the public servants/civil servants reside, but 

majority of them are in the low density residential district. 

Table 4.4 shows trat less than 10% of the houses surveyed in 

Ibadan·belong to this type and out of this, 68% are in the low 

density residential district, and none in the high density 

district. 

' 

.. ~~· ,, .. ......... 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



107 

Duplexes are the highest in the hierarchy of single 

family housing · types. They be long . to the luxury type of. 

housing charàcteristic of the high incarne districts. Very few 

of this housing type was observed in Ibadan, (about 3%) and 

out of this number, 75% are in the low density, high incarne 

district of Ibadan and none in the high density, low income 

district. 

Storeyed buildings are made up of several storeys or 

floors, and thus are of high rising type. One storeyed 

buildings (i.e. buildings with 2 floors) were not included in 

this group. Storeyed buildings are not common features in the 

low density districts, the very few found in them are almost 

in adj oining localities. Nearly 90% of those observed in 

Ibadan are in the middle income districts with none in the low 

income districts (as shown in Table 4.4). 

· Sorne of the houses observed have .multiple uses. Table 

4.7 s.hows that 38.3% of the hou,ses observed are used for other . . 

purposes apart from their use for residential purpose, 28% 

(98) of all the houses observed ·are used for commercial 

purposes (alone) alongside residential use, 44.8% in .the high 

dens'ity, 49% in the medium density and 6% in the low density. 

It is common feature in the high and medium density areas for 

retailing shops, saloons, artisan shops, etc to be located.at 

;. .. 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



108 

the frontage of buildings facing the access roads. · This is 

characteristic of the buildings that dot the left and right 

sides of Ekot.edo, and also Queen Elizabeth road in Mokola (see 

Plate 6). Sorne of the residents of.the low density districts 

have also turned their garages into shops and stores for 

retailing purposes, these are common features in Kongi in 

Bodija Estate. 

Sorne residential buildings also combine educational 

status with their primary status. All these are observed in 

the medium density areas where lower floors of buildings or 

main buildings are used as primary/nursery schools or for day

care services while the upper floors or boys quarters·are used 

as residences by the proprietor and members of his staff. 

Examples are:in Agbowo, Iwo road and Basorun. 

Table 4.7: USE OF HOUSE IN IBADAN 

.. ' . RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 
USE OF HOUSE 

HIGH ·MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Residcntial/Commercial 44 48 6 98 
Residential/Educational - 33 - 33 
Residential/Recreational - 3 - 3 
Residcntial only 88 94 34 216 

TOTAL [32 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

CODESRIA
 - LIB

RARY



109 

Very few of the houses are used for recreational purposes 

(less than 1%) and all these houses are observed in the medium 

~ensity reqidential areas, where some residential houses a~e 

used for public video shows. There are a few of thèse at 

Agbowo and Orogun. The other houses observed are purely 

residential and these constitute more than 60% of all the 

houses surveyed. 'Residential only' buildings constitute 85% 

of the houses observed in the .. low den·sity areas, 52. 8% of the 

medium density and 66.7% of those· in the high density 

districts (see Table 4.7). 

A~art from the use to which houses are put, majority of 

the houses obs·erved have one ·or more activities located close 

to them·. 299 (i.e. 85.4%) of thi houses observed fall into 

this category; over 90% of the high.density buildings, 91% of 

the· medium density buildings and 45% of the low density 

buildings, have activibies located clo~e· ~o them (see Table 

4. 8) . 
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Table 4.8: ACTIVITIES LOCATED CLOSE TO HOUSE 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

.. HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
· DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

None 13 16 22 51 
Education al - 40 ·4 44 

· Place of Worship 41 14. 6 61 
Sports - - - -

. Oba's Palace 3 - - 3 
Govt. ofllccs 6 - - 6 
market 22 32 - 54 
Shops 38 56 7 101 
Filling Station 9 20 l 30 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

· Source: Field Survey, 1996 

The activities observed are educational, places 'of 

worship, sports, Oba's palace, government offices, markets, 

shops and shopping complexes and filling stations. Shops take 

the highest percentage (28. 9%) of these buildings. Sorne 

houses, in Oja-Oba are closely located to the Olubadan' s 

palace while some in Mapo are located closely to the Ibadan 

North-East Local Government Secretariat at Mapo and the F.M 

Radio Station around the same place. Sorne of these activity 

areas are as close as lüm to the residential buildings. (see 

Table 4. 9) . 

-· ·~ 
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Table 4.9: DISTANCE OF ACTIVITIES FROM HOUSE (Metres) 

DISTANCE(In Mctrcs) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

.::;_ l 0 51 65 2 118 
I 1-20 18 22 l I 51 
21-30 24 45 5 74 
31-40 20 18 - 38 
Abovc 40 6 15 - 21 

TOTAL' I 19 165 18 302 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

About 60% of the buildings observed in Ibadan are within a 

radius of 20 metres to one activity or the other. While very 

few buildings ( 7%) are more than 4 O metres from an act,i vi ty. 

The implication of distance of activity area to buildings, the 

use of buildings and the housing type oh the security of the 

buildings will be discussed later in this chapter. 

4.3 STREET DESCRIPTION 

Streets in Ibadan, take one of four forms. There are 

major streets, access or minor streets, cul-de-sacs or closes 

and streets with no dèfined road system as shown in Table 4.10 

below. The major streets constitute 31.7% of the buildings 

surveY,ed and more than half of these (59.5%) are found in the 

' ', 
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medium density areas. Somè of the major streets have well 

layed out road system, with good lighting system, especially 

where they l_ink a locality with a functional area of Ibadan. 

Examples are the Queen Elizabeth road 

Table 4.10: MAJOR STREET TYPES BY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

STREET TYPES RES!DENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LdW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Major Street 32 66 13 111 
Acccss Street 57 110 21 188 
Cul-de-sac - 2 6 8 
No defined route 43 - - 43 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

that links Mokola with the University College Hospital; the 

Obafemi Awolo~o Way that links Oke-Ado through Oke-Bola with 

Dugbe, the CBD; the Ring Road - Liberty Stadium, - Oke-Ado 

road, the Iwo Road that leads to gate, etc·all are major roads 

in medium density areas. Sorne of the- roads have security 

check points located at irregular intervals and manned by 

security_ agents especially at night. Som·e of them, however, 

do no~ have functional street'lights (see Tables 4.11 and 

4 .12) . 

. . 
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Table 4.11: 

TYPES OF STREET 
SECURITY 

Gates/Barri ers 
Bumps 
Sccurity Check Point 
Warning Si9ns on 
Restrictions 

TOTAL 

113 

CHARACTERISTICS OF STREET 

RES!DENTIAL DISTRICT 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

42 9 6 30 
120 1.01 14 
- 48 6 
31 57 -

132 178 40 

.Source: Field Survey, 1996 

TOTAL 

Il! 
188 

8 
43 

350 

The access roads are more common in the medium and low density 
to 

àreas where they directly l.ead~uildings. A total of 188 

buildings out of the· 350 s~rveyed are located along access 

roads . 

. These acce~s roads are about 12m wide ·of 2 lanes with 

walkways anq drains atone o~ both sides. Most of the access. 

roads in the low density ·distr_ic.ts have bumps (or sleeping 

policemen) , street gates (Plate 10) wi th warning inscriptions. 

The lighting system is also commendable. With the Petroleum 

Trust Fund (PTF), most of the access roads in Mokola have been ' . 

put ~o bettèr shapes and facilitated with functional street 

This, notw;i.thstanding, very few of the streets 

observed in Ibadan (32. 3%) have functional street lights. ·,-

,. 

. . ··~ . '_,, .. . .. \. . .. , ... " ... . "' 
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Table 4.12: AVAILABILITY OF FUNCTIONAL STREET LIGHTS 

RESIDENTIAL NO. OF TOTAL 
DISTRICT RESPONDENTS 

YES NO 

High'Density 24 108 132 
Medium Density 58 120 178 
Low density 31 9 40 

TOTAL 113 237 350 

Sou~ce: Field Survey, 1996 

Cul-de-sa·cs (or closes) are common· features at the low 

density.districts. Their characteristics are also similar to 

those of the access roads. 75% of the closes observed are 

found in the low density districts. 

There are also streets with no defined route. More than 

30% of the houses surveyed in the low income, high· density 

district of Ibadan fall into this category (see Plate 11~

The houses have q clustering pattern, and a~e of few metres 

apart ,. The narrow gaps between buildings often dirty and 

windi~g are used only by pedestrians as streets; devoid of 

street facilities. 
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The type of street, the characteristic features of the 

streets and the availability of functional street lights all 

have implica~ions on.the seèurity.of the residences, these are 

examined in the next section. 

4,4 TEMPORAL ANALYSIS OF SECURITY DEVICES BY HOUSING TYPES 

Human beings have sometimes been referred to as .a 

selfish, egocentric animal,' concerned only with his security, 

without minding the security of others. Wibhout any attempt 

at justifying or disproving this statement, one needs to 

understand that a rational being must use his initiative·to 

manipulate his environment in order to effect specific social· 

or economic goals. One prominent social goal crime 

reduction - ·has been of great concern to man fromages and man 

has widely used his initiative to effect this goal the world 

over, Ibadan beihg no exception. 

In the study carried out within the city of Ibadan, 

9everal security devices were ··observed on buildings and 

street?. Thes~ include: the burglar proofing system, fencing 

system, surveillance system, the alarm system, the use of 

security and guard dogs, the use of human guards, the lighting 

system, 

African 

. . .. . : .. . -

the electronic monitoring devices (e.g. 

d ' ' al ' d ' (A D ) tra itio1J_protective evices TP s 

.•.. 

CCTV) and t;.he 

(Table 4 .13), 

J. 

" 
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The intent in this section is to examine these security 

devices and their uses over time in Ibadan. 

Table 4.13: SECURITY DEVICES AVAILABLE IN HOUSES 

SECURITY DEVICES RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

H!GH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

ATPDs 124 96 - 220 
Burglary Proof 51 173 37 261 
Fcncing 11 89 31 131 
Alarm System - - 18 18 
Surveillance 2 136 22 160 
Guard Dogs - - 16 16 

· Securily Dogs Il 76 13 100 
Human Guard - 32 26 58 
Lighling 6 48 30 84 
CCTV - - 2 2 

1'0TA 1 1.1.~ l i"S ,m 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

In all the 350 houses surveyed in Ibadan, there is no single 

house that is not facilitated with one security device or the 

other. Sorne houses even h,ave more than one device installed 

in them. There are, however, variations in the type of device 

used from one district to the other. and from one locality to 

the other. 

Il 

. -
'·' 
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Œ} = CC TV Camera 

/]] = CCTV Monitor 

(: .. 

~ = Roll- down steel gate. 

[QJ = Guard with a trained 

l ! . 
. 1, ' 

: .1 

alo'g 

PLATE 1 Sorne security devices· 
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AFRICAN TRADITIONAL PROTECTIVE DEVICES (ATPDs) 

ATPDS is an African method of ensuring safety of oneself 

and of one's p~operties. Its most prominent use is in form of 

charms, visible or invisible. The visible charms are more 

common, they are. made of different types of objects or 

materials like brooms, gourds, animals' horns or hoofs, 

feathers, cowries, snail shells, threads tied to a bundle, 

round pebbles, the· head part of birds, etc. The se common 

objecta, after being smeared with blood or painted and used 

for a very lo~g time, later put on weird appearances that are 

enough to scare off any stranger. These charms are usually 

hung on the lintel of the main entrance to the house or on all 

the openings of the ·bouse. There are others that are not 

visible at all, either hidden by the users in some parts of 

the house or made of powdery or watery substances that had 

long been sprinkled on the surroundings of the bouse. 

ATPDs are prominently used in Ibadan. Of the 350 bouses 

surveyed, 220 (i.e over 60%) ç,f them were observed to have 

this form of proteçtion. More than half of the bouses are, 

however, in the high density, low income residential district 

of Ibadan while 43.6% are in the middle incarne district and 

none observable in the low density, high income districts. 

the ~evice is most important in the core/traditional areas 
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where about 94% of its buildings are protected with ATPDs. 

The origin of ATPDs could be traced to the time when man 

began to haye a feeling of insecurity; and, suspecting his 

neighbours, he deviced a means of protecting himself and all 

that belonged to him. Interviews. revealed that, at its 

ïnception, ATPDs were so big that any stranger would easiiy 

notice them upon entrance into the building. Perhaps, this 

gave rise to the view that ATPDs were mere scare tactics 

deviced by talented Africans to scare away intruders from 

their properties. As the years ·went by, the size of the 

abjects reduced ànd today, a visible charm could be the size 

0f: ., nc•0<llt:' .wh:i.lc invi.l1.ible ones. have reducect· to me.rc 

incantations. Though not observed in any of the luxurious, 

low density residential buildings, there are possibilities 

that such tiny charms co1+ld be·. hidden under carpets. 

,A lot· was said about the effectiveness of this device.· 

While some hail it as a very effective .device, some other 

people reduced it to mere myths· and scare tactics. -This is 

discussed_ in a 1ater section of this chapter. 

BURGLARY PROOFING SYSTEM 

The use of burglary proofs as a system of curbing 

residential burglary could be dated to the 1950s, when man 

began to have valuables like j ewels and .cocoa produce kept· _in 
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the house. It was thought then, that there was the need to 

physically prevent the entrance of burglars into the house and 

so the ATPDs were seen as inadequate to do this. The burglar 

proofing system could perhaps be described as the earliest 

form of CPTED since ATPDs have more of psychological effect on 

people. The earliest attempt at burglar proofing in Ibadan 

was in terms of designing buildings with very small.windows as 

a measure to prevent an easy access into.both the living rooms 

and th~ bedrooms'through the windows. These types of windows 

are·still observable in the core/traditional areas of Ibadan 

where most of the buildings have passed. through up to three 

generations. ·See Table 4:14. 

Table 4.14: MATERIALS FOR BURGLAR PROOFING 

MATERii\LS RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HJGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Small Y{indows 13 - - 13 
Planks/Woods l l 23 - 34 
Wire Mcsh 21 42 - 63 
Iron/Steel .Works 6 106 33 145 
Concrctc Mullions - 2 4 6 

·TOTAL 51 173 37 261 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 
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In the hi°gh density residential· areas made up of the 

traditional buildings of the rooming apartments (fa~e-me-I

face-you) 2.5_. 5% of _the houses that are burglar proofed use the 

small window system. 

There are several of such buildings in Agugu, Nalende, 

Isale-Osi,· Beere, Kudeti, Mapo and some other core areas in 

Ibadan. A typical bedroom window in such areas has an area of 

2500cm2 (SOxSOcm). Apart from the small size of these 

windows, they are located high up on the walls (see Plate 2) 

at about 3 metres from the ground, in an attempt to completely 

remove them from the reach of intruders. The rate of crime at 

this period, showing from interviews was very minimal. From 

abbut 1960, people became conscious of the need for proper 

ventilation in residential buildings. Windows were, 

therefore, incr~ased in size. In other to still achieve the 

goal of crime prevention, planks were placed at regular 

intervals ·at the windows in order to make it difficult for 

_int:çuders to gain access into 1:.·he house through the windows. 

13% of the houses observed (see Table 4.14) in the study area 

still retain planks on their windows, but they are all in the 

rooming apartments type of buildings found in the core and 

transitional areas. While some buildings in Beere, Foko, Oke

Ado, Malefalafia, etc have had their planks replaced with 
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PLATE 2: 

PLATE 3: 

i1··· t \ 
\ 

~ 

Small windows serving the purpose of a Security Device 
against burglary in Beere, a high density locality 
in Ibadan. 

A wooden burglary proof, later reinforced with iron 
rods, a common feature in Isale-osi, one of the high 
density localities in Ibadan. 
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steel at the time of remodellin~ Sorne of the buildings in 

Isale-Osi still retain · their planks but have. now been 

reinforced with iron rods (see Plate 3). 

As the rate· of re.sidential burglary increased despite the 

installed protective measures and as more modern houses were 

being built, the planks later gave way to wire meshes. 24.1% 

of the burglar proofed houses in Ibadan are protected with 

wire meshes. All these houses are, however, in the high and 

medium density residential districts with none· in the low 

density area (see Table 4.14). 41% of·all. the burglar proofed 

houses in the ·core areas use this method as seen in Oje, 

Kudeti, Agbeni and Elekuro (See Plate 4). 

From the middle to the late 1960's, when people were 

becoming more affluent and the rate of unemployment was 

increasing, there was an alarming increase in the rate and 

incidence of burglary in Ibadan. Coupled with this fact was 

the construction of low density residential building·s in the 

GRAs by._ the government . There was the need to introduce a 

more dependable method of burglar·proofing. ·This period also 

extends to the oil boom era when, people started constructing 

more modern houses of the storeyed type and blocks of flats. 

Window sizes are now of planning standards or close toit, 

doors, balconies and other openings into the house needed to 
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be burglar-proofed. To protect real properties from the reach 

of burglars, wire meshes were seen as inadequate and 

incongruous-with the now imposing buildings and the use of 

iron rods as burglary proof material became the vogue. This 

material of burglar proofing is overwhelmingly used in Ibadan. 

For instanc~, more than half (55.5\) of the buildings 

burglar proofed in Ibadan used iron/steel work, and even in 

the low density buildings they are the most widely used 

material (89.2%). They are, however, not·very commoh in the 

low incarne, ·trad_itional -areas. The iron/steel system as .. 

observed could be designed variously, thus, apart from serving 

as security devices they could also add to the aesthetic of 

the buildings, f..part frotn this, becaus_e th~y are cast into the 

concrete finishing of buildings and are, therefore, not easily 

removable, it is often believed that they· will last through 

the, life of the building. Expe,riences have, however, proved 

this not to be so. 

As a result of the inadequacies of the _iron/steel 

burglary proof materials in crime control, the use of concrete 

mullions on windows and sometimes doors is now becoming very 

important in Ibadan. Concrete mullions, apart from serving as 

barriers, also serve as sun breaker and can_ therefore, keep 

the interior of the building cool. Apart from this, it coùld 
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be used for aesthetic purposes when painted periodically. 

Concrete mull.ions· are not susceptible to weathering action 

which is one.of the inadequacies of the steel/iron rods and 

will harden with time .. Because of_all these merits, concrete 

mullions are becoming more important especially in the· 

construction of duplexes and bung_alows in the GRAs of Bodija 

and Oluyole Esta tes. As at· now only 2. 3% of the houses 

observed with burglary proof are protected with mullions in 

both low and medi~m density areas and non in the high density 

areas. There is, however, prospect in it, especially among 

the high in.corne groups in Ibadan. 

The position of burglary proof on buildings depend on 

several factors. Inclusive are: the taste of the building 

owner, the affluence of the building owner,the intensity of 

res.idential burglary in locality determining the intensity· of 

burglar proofing,· -etc. In. some buildings where the felt need · 

is the ._.;indows, only the Windows are burg'lar proofed. Infact 

56.7% of all burglary proofs are on windows only and apart 

from the use of m~tal doors (also of the same percentage) 

windows are the most widely burglar proofed (See Table 4.15). 

Sorne buildings also have burglary proofs not only on 

windows but also on doors and some, ·still; on all openings in 

the house - including balconies, entrances to staircases and 

·1"·, •• 
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Table 4.15: POSITION OF BURGLARY PROOFS 

POSITION OF RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 
BURGLARY . 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Absence of B.P 81 5 3 89 
On Windows only 49 78 21 148 
On Windows & Doors. 2 62 13 177 
Meta! Doors - 124 24 148 
On ail Openings - li 17 28 

.. 
Steel Bars . - ' 18 6 24. 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field.Survey, 1996 

(, (, 

fire escapes, openings for airconditioners, etc (see Plate 5). 

About 11% of the houses are burglar proofed on all openings in 

the study area, most of these are the residential/commercial· 

houses, where there is an added need to protect the 

businesses. Sorne of these buildings are observable on the 

left and right sides of Iwo road and Queen Elizabeth road in 

Mokola, ~badan (see Plate 6), there is, however, none in the 

high density areas. 

Of importance also is the use of metal doors and steel 

bars on doors and windows. These are· also observable in the 

residential/commercial houses and some residential/educational 

houses in the middle and low density areas. 
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PLATE 4: Windows burglar proofed with wire meshes are common 
features in Oje, a high density locality in Ibadan. 

PLATE;S: The entire balcony of a house in Ekotedo covered with 
steel work. 
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A lot of views have been expressed about the 

effectiveness of burglar proofing, its monetary and social 
r 

costs especi~lly when overdone, this is considered in a later 

section of this chapi:.er. Whatever the view about burglar 

.proofing is, the fact remaïns that it has for a very long time 

being an important crime preventive device in Ibadan and still 

today is the most widely used of all security devices in 

Ibadan (see Table 4.13). 

FENCING SYSTEM 

Fencing is another important security device observed on 

residential buildings in Ibadan. In all the 350 houses 

observed, 37.4% of them are fenced. The proportion of fenced 

houses ·is, however, greatest in the low density residential 

district where out of the 40-houses observed, 31 (77.5%) of 

them have fences round them. In the mid~le incarne area, half. 

of the buildings observed are fenced round while less than 70% 

of those in the high density areas use this security device 

(see Table 4.13). Fencing as a security device is so common 

that there is no lcicality in Ibadan where it is not observed. 

Today, it has even gotten to an extent that the sight of 

fences around buildings in Ibadan has become part of the 

city'.· s architectural scenery. 
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Theoretically, fencing is used in CPTED to achieve two 

purposes viz: the achievement of security barrier and that of 

territorial b_ehaviour (section 2 .3 .3). Security barrier as an 

element of CPTED is used to restrict access.to the target area 

while territoriality refers to the capacity of the physical 

environment to create perceived zones of territorial 

influences (Newman,1973) The question that one may ask is 

"how does fencing ,;l.S a security device achieve these two goals 

of CPTED?" 

With regards to security barriers, it is widely known 

that fences round a building restrict the entrance to the 

immediate environment to the only entrance provided through 

the fence, usually, a gate. So whatever form-or type of fence 

used, movement into the fenced area is reduced, thus achieving 

the element of security barrier. Furthermore, fencing as a 

security, device has been used for a very long time to define 

the boundary of properties. Even in some cases, undeveloped 

properties are fenced round in order to be able to establish 

a territorial cla~m on such properties by the owner.. With 

developed residential properties, fences ensure that the 
. . 

enclosed property is buffered from the view of the public, and 

the occupants will be able to challenge any intruder into the 

enclosed area. Intruders themselves become uncertain and 
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unsure of themselves- in such fenced properties making it 

possible for them to be easily identified. Thus, fencing 

achieves the purposes of the two goals of CPTED. 

The use of fencing in Ibadan p~ecedes the colonial days 

when people who owned properties (especially· landed ones) 

started to demarcate the boundaries of their properties. This 

seems to: suggest that the aim then was to establish 

territorial claims. This is quite true, because, during this 

time the territorial claims were done through the creation of 

buffers around buildings. As population increases, land 

started to increase in value thus the need arose for more real 

barriers to be used to demarcate boundaries. Temporary 

fences, shrubs and hedges were introduced. This fencing 

method is fast giving way to real, physical fences as .none was 

observed at the high density resident.ial area of Ibadan. 

However, in the low density residential areas, hedges have 

been made sophisticated by being well managed. A few of th6se 

houses found in Agbowo adjoining Bodija (Plate 7) are made 

more attractive by the well kept hedges around them. In some 

buildings, 'J:iedging and some other fencing tecli.niques are used 

simultaneously. 

The earliest form of shrubs, later were seen as 

inadeq~ate for territorial definition and security barrier, 
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PLATE 6: A residential - Commercial building along Queen 
Elizabeth· r.oad, Mokola, Ibadan protected on all openin• 
with burglary proofs. 

···-------·---· ............. __________ . 
PLATE 7: A building in Agbowo-Bodija, Ibadan with hedges 

defining its territorial limits. 

CODESRIA
 - L

IB
RARY



134 

thereby leading to the introduction of bamboo and wood. Of 

the 131 buildings that are fenced round in the study area 16% 

of them are fepced with bamboo/wood, (see Table 4.16) with all 

the areas in the low and middle incarne districts. Most of the 

buildings fenced with bamboo are of the rooming apartments 

type (face-me-I-face-you). In some cases only the ri'ght left 

and rear sides are fenced leaving the frontage unfenced. 

Perhaps, animals .are reared at the enclosed areas . 

. In the early 1970s, when the need for stronger fences 

arase, barbed wires were int_roduced. Over 20% of the fenced 

buildings in Ibadan are of the barbed wire types (see Plate· 

8), some of these have even been electrified in 'the low 

density districts (i.e. 15.3%) 

· Table 4.16: TYPES OF FENCE 

FENCE TYPES RES!DENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

IIIGII MEDIUM LO\V 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

None at ail 121 89 3 219 
Hedges - 2 3 5 
Bamboo/Wood 7 14 - 21 
Barbed Wire 4 20 4 28 
Electrified B. Wire - - 20 20 
Concrete Walls - 53 31 84 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

'. 

., 
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. ··-- - ..... ---·-··-- -· . 
--·--------· .... ----1·---·· .... A building protected with a network of barbed wire 

. -~-.... · .,.,, ... -~··- _ .•.. -..... -···. 

PLATE 8: 
- ·-· ... -·- ._._ 

....... -.. ~ ..... ~··· 
' . _____ , ____ -· 

PLATE 9: A hou se wi th an ,-..,..~ abnorrnally high wall surrounding it. 
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Today, the commonest type of fencing is that done by the 

use of concrete walls. These are common features in both the 

medium and lC?w density districts. Infact, 77. 5%- of the houses 

in the ·low density areas have walls round them. The houses 

are the modern, single storeyed, bungalo'w and duplex types. 

In some places, the walls are at window level while the 

top of · it is further reinforced with the use of broken 

J;,ot tles, spikes, net of barbed wires or spiral layers of 

barbed wire. There are variations in the use of· these 

materials on walls (see Table 4.17). 

Table 4.17: MATERIALS ON WALLS 

WALLING MATER!ALS. RES!DENT!AL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENS!TY DENSITY DENSITY 

None - 16 18 34 
Broken bottles - Il l I 22 
Spikes - 4 20 24 
Net of Barbed Wire - - l I 
Spiral layers of liared wire - - 3 3 

TOTAL - 31 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 
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The height of the walls may determine the material on ·top of 

it. In some cases where the wall is built to about o.sm, the 

remaining part,of the fencing is done with strong steel in 
[lY r) .tJY 

other to inculcate surveillance possibility into the bouses. 

Majority of the bouses (78.6%) observed are above the height 

of 2 metres; and it is on these walls that other materials are 

added. (see Table 4.18). 

Table 4.18: HEIGHT OF CONCRETE WALLS (IN METRES) 

HE!GHT(IN METRES) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

<lm - 4 6 JO 
1-ffl J.~ - 6 2 8 
2 - ffi 2/'I - 38 3 41 
3m and Abovc - 5 20 25 

TOTAL - 53 31 84 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

64. 5% of the buildings in the low density residential district. 

have walls that are 3m and above (see Plate 9). Infact, in 

Bodija, Idi-Ape and Ikolaba localities, it is possible to walk 

the whole length of a drive without seeing the main structure 

qf a single resiqence. This bas generated a lot of views 

,, 

' 
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against the-indiscriminate use of fences, this is considereâ 

in a la ter section of this chapter. Another issue of 

importance is the distance of fences from the main buildings. 

Sorne of the houses have their fences close to them thereby 

generating a lot of inconveniences. 

considered later. 

This too will be 

Along streets too, fences are used to restrict the 

movement of intruders. Sorne are provided wi th large and 

strong gates (see Plate 10) which are-opened at certain hours 

of the day and locked at certain hours. About 75% of the 

houses in the low density residential district are provided 

with this street walls and gates (see Table 4.11). 

SURVEILLANCE 

Surveillance refers to the ability of the occupants of an 

area to have a high degree of visual control over the whole 

area. It is a check against having irrational fear and 

anxieties of danger; and thus ensures a self satisfactory 

attribute of safety in residential buildings. Literature on 

CPTED identify two types of surveillance - natural or informal 
' . 

surveillance and .artificial or formal surveillance (section 

2 .2,.3) This section will only focus on natural surveillance, __ 

while other strategies of artificial surveillance will be 

! 
,' 
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PLATE 10: Street gates with signage, a peculiar feature in 
Bodija one of the low density residential localities 
in Ibadan. 

PLATE11 Houses in the high density districts of Ibadan are 
barely few metres apar·t, an orientation towards the 
concept of collective responsibility. 
The narrow gaps between buildings are used by 
pedestrians. 
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considered as distinct security devices in Ibadan. 

Natural surveillance as a security device is also very 

' important in rbadan. Table 4.13 shows that a total of 160 

houses (i.e 45.7%) are provided with surveillance 

opportunities. of this, 85% ar~ in the medium density 

residential areas. With regards to the low density areas, 55% 

of their houses are provided with surveillance opportunity. 

However, the securïty device is not very common in the high 

density, low income area of Ibadan as only 2 out of the 132 

houses observed have anything . to show for natural 

surveillance. 

Natural surveillance as a security device involves, the 

design of lobby, corridor, staircases, windows, landscape 

elements and arrangement of the physical features of the 

environment of a house to allow a 'se.e through' into the whole 

area. With ,.this in mind, one can trace the o_rigin of natural 

surveillance in Ibadan to the beginning of the 1970s. Prior 

to this time, as. evidenced from the buildings in the core 

areas, hatural su~veillance was not important. The buildings 

have very small windows of about 2500cm2 (50x50cm), they are 

not provided with balconies, the corridors·that separate the 

rooming. apartments are narrow, usually dark and stuffy; àll 

which are characteristics of the 'face-me- I-face-you' building 

\' . . . ' 
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type. All these inhibit surveillance opportunity and this is 

responsible for the rarity of this device in the core area 

(Table'4.13) Apart from this, the buildings are so clustered 

togethèr (see Plate 11) that a building will naturally black 

the view of anyone who intends to survey the entire area. To 

buttress this fact, Table 4.19 below indicate that buildings 

constitute the greatest barrier to surveillance in the high 

density residential area. 

Table 4 .19 :· FEATURES THAT IMPEDE SURVEILLANCE OPPORTUNITIES 

SURVEILLANCE RES!DENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 
OBSTRUCTION 

HIGH MEDIUM. LOW 
DENSITY DENSJTY DENSJTY 

Fcnce - 18 6 24 
Trecs/Shrubs - 3 9 12 
Other buildings 130 21 1 15.2 
Elcctric/Telephone Poles - - 2 2 
None 2 126 22 160 

TOTAL 132 178 31 350 

Source:Field Survey, 1996 

' From about 1970, the need to inculcate surveillance 

opportunity into the design and construction of buildings was 

seen and this is responsible for the importance of this 
l 

security device in the medium density residential district 
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(Table 4 .13). Most of the blacks of flats and storeyed 

buildings built 'in this district i?'the early 1970s have wide 

windows of about 1. Sm wide for 2-panelled windows and _o .'9m for 

windows with one ~anel, the average height of windows is about 

O.Sm from ground level and the length of the windows,. about 

lm, all which are of planning standards. Balconies are also 

provided in the houses, and there were enough spaces between 

buildings all which afford the opportunity for surveillance. 

In fact, Table 4.13 shows that 76.4%" (136) of the houses 

observed in the medium residential area have surveillance 

opportunities inculcated into them. 

As time went on, the importance attached to surveillance 

did not die down. In· the 1980s, or. a few years before then," 

the houses that were built in the low density areas also have 

surveillance opportunities in them. These housing types are 

the bungalows, duplexes, and in some cases flats. There are 

wide a.nd high windows, s taircases, lobbies and balconies 

planne~ with the buildings. A lot of these houses also have 

ample space.around them all which give room for sur~eillance. 

However, some impediments were observed in some buildings in 

the GRAs. Sorne of these are fences, trees/shrubs, and poles 

(Table 4.19). Sorne fences are so close to the house that they 

bloc~ vision and thus restrict ·surveillance opportunity. 

~-
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Apart from this, there are fruit trees ~ manga trees, citrus 

trees·, palm tre,es and other decorative elements in the 

surrounding·of some bouses thereby.preventing surveillance. 

Sometimes along the streets, the fences are abnormally high 

thus creating what Newman (1973) .referred to as 'streets 

without eyes'. This is characteristic of the low densi'.tY 

residential districts (see Table 4.18). 

SECURITY LIGHTING 

Lighting provides illumination of the· environment and 

affords the opportunity of surveillance and also increases the 

chance of detecting any intruder. This security device is 

observed in 84 out of the 350 houses surveyed in Ibadan (Table 

4 .13) . However, i t is of greatest importance in the J.ow 

density residential district where 75% (30) of the houses 

~~ l' . survey are it for security purposes. 

The use of security lights came with the electrification 

of Ibadan, and this is why this strategy is not muèh 
' 

appreciated in the low incarne area where almost all of the 

bouses there predated the electrification of the city. In the 

very few bouses that are facilitated with security lights, the 

use of bulbs are uppermost (See Table 4. 20) , while more 

efffctive security lighting tyPeS like flood lights and search 

lights are non-existent. 
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Table 4.20: TYPE OF SECURITY LIGHTING 

LIGHTING TYPES RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENS!TY DENS!TY DENS!TY 

Bulbs 5 28 7 40 
Florescent tubes l 17 4 22 
Flood ligh1s - 3 18 21 
Search !ighls - - 1 1 

TOTAL 6 48 30 84 

Source: Field Survey,. 1996 

In the low and medium density areas, flood lights are used 

while search lights was. observed in only one building in the 

low density residential area. 

With regards to the colour of lights used, it was 

observed that 75% of the houses use security lights with white 

colour. However, most of the houses in the medium density 

area (87.5%) use white colour (see Table 4.21) 

Table 4.21: COLOUR OF SECURITY LIGHTING 

RESIDENTIAL WHITE YELLOW TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

"High 6 - 6 

Med!i.um 42 6 48 
·; 

Low; 15 15 30 

Total 63 21 84 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

,. 
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The principle of 'lighting the criminal _wi thout spotlighting 

the victim' is observed more in the low density district than. 

the two other districts. In this area . , the balconies, 

kitchen, living rooms and other places used are either 

provided with less brightly coloured lights or enhanced with 
f • 

window · blinds while the spaces around the bouse where the 

intruder could bide are brightly lit with flood lights. Most 

of the streetson this residentiàl district are provided with 

street lights (Table 4. 12) where 77. 5% of the streets are well 

lit, thus, enhancing security by light in the area. 

'l'HE ALARM SYSTEM 

The alarm system is one of those security devices 

categorised _under CPTED as scare tactics. lt is ç1 ·device 

which when activated, produces an alarm a.s any unsuspecting 

intrudèr.comes in contact ~ith it;. As the alarm goes on, the 
' . . . 

entire. household ·ç1nd everi the ne_i.ghbours become aware of the 

impending danger around the· bouse. . Apart from this, the 

intruder· himself will realise t.'hat he will be detected and 

will thus avoid the vicinity. The alarm system was observed 

only in the low density residential district where 18 bouses 

out ;'ç,f · the jlè!]o 'SUrveyed are _facilitated · with this device. 

This is a very recent device and also expensive and this may 

explain why it is not found in the older buildings. 
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OTHER ARTIFICIAL SURVEILLANCE DEVICES 

The artificial surveillance devices are those used to 

complement _natural surveillance. In the study area, four of 

them were · observed. These are: the electronic monitoring 

sys~em (CCTV) , the human guard. system, the guard dogs_ and the 

security dogs. 

The closed circuit television (Plate 1) is an electronic 

The TV camerais stationed at a place where it is able to 

record the activities around the buiiding and tr_ansmit such 

information into the monitor placed inside the building. Only 

two houses were observed. in the low density iesidential 

district to be having a closed circuit television .. The reason 

' is net far fetched, this is a very expensive surveillance 

device that only the well-to-do can.afford. Apart from this, 

-it is a device that must be kept in secret, and care must be 

taken net to reveal the secret to intending burglars who may 

try t9 deactivate the system. Infact, the researcher 

encountered a lot of difficulty before he could convince the 

resp~mdent to say a few things, about the CCTV. The conclusion 

then.is that, there may still be a few·other houses where this 

equipment is installed but the owners do net want to reveal 

them. The CCTV is a modern security device and was introduced 

~. 
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to the study area only in the 1990s, but because of their 

effectiveness, it is expected that prominence will be given to 

their use as the years roll by. 

_The use of professional human guards as an artificial 

surveillance security device started in·rbadan in the 70s, but 

before this, there _ had been ·village or· locality vigilante 

groups that guard tbe localities against ~he incursion of 

night marauders. The use of human beings as professional 

guards in Ibadan is a recent phenornenon and this is why none 

-of the houses in°the high density residential area has this 

facility. (Table 4 .13) . The 58 houses where they were 

observed are only in the middle and high income districts. In 

most of the houses where they are found in the low density 

zone, a srnall house called 'security post' is always attached 

to the main building, always near the gate for the human guard 

to stay. 

In some occasions, the hurnan guard is provided with a 

guard dog well trained, and functions together with the human 

guard. (Plate 1.) . , The guard dogs were only observed in 16 

houses and all the 16 houses are in the low density zone. 

(Table 4 .13) . 

The last of the artificial surveillance·devices observed 

in Ibadan is security dogs. Security dogs rnay be trained or 

···-6 
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untrained. Whether trained or untrained, there is an 

intuitive ability possessed by dogs to carry out surveillance. 

All dogs po~sess this ability; and when any strange object is 

noticed, they let out a growling that either scare off the 

intruder or alert the entire householders. The use of 

security dogs in Ibadan started from a long time and that is 

why the strategy is observed in the very old houses in the 

core areas of Ibadan. 11 houses were observed to be guarded 

by dogs in those areas while 42.7% of the houses in the middle 

income areas are guarded by security dogs (Table 4.13) 

One important thing that must be borne in mind concerning 

the use of all these artificial surveillance devices ·is that, 

there must be a ready supply of defence and protection to back 

up their surveillance ability. Newman (1973), wrote that 

"without any provision for the residents to call for ready 

help, mere observation cannot be relied on for total crime 

prevention". By this, he rneans that, when the image of a 

culr:r:.tt is sighted on the T. V Monitor, or when the hurnan guard 

notice,d the presence of a culprit or a guard dog barked as a 

warning indicating the presence of an intruder, these are not 

just ends in thernselves, the people must be able to call for 

help against what is observed. Not ·only t'his, the speed with 

which the help cornes must be put into consideration or else, 
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the havoc will have been done before helps arrive This is 

one major factor working against this security device in 

Ibadan. 

First of all, 275 (78.6%) out of the 350 people 

interviewed said they have never called the police for help of 

any kind. Even in the high incarne residential area where the 

residents are more enlightened, the request for police is 

about 47% (~able 4.22). 

Apart from this, when requests are made, it takes several 

hours before the police arrives, and that is if they ever show 

up at all. Table 4. 23 shows that 72% of the respondents 

declared that the response of the police to their iequest for 

help is always after 2 hours, and in such a situation, the 

c;rime would have been committed l:Îefore the call for help 

arrived. This will end up defeating the purpose for 

surveillance. 

Table 4.22 REQUEST FOR POLICE HELP 

,• 

RESIDENTIAL YES NO TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

High 3 129 132 

Medium 53 125 178 · · 

Low 19 21 40 

TOTAL 75 275 350 
Source: Field Survey, 1]96 
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Table 4.23 

POLICE HELP (HRS) 

. 

~ 1 hour 
l.l-2hours 
2.1 - 3 hours 
3.1 • 4 hours 
4.1 - 5 hours 
> 5 hours 

TOTAL 

150 

PROMPTNESS OF POLICE HELP 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENS!TY DENS!TY 

- 7 3 
1 5 5 
- - 10 
. 22 . 
. 6 1 
2 13 . 

3 53 19 

Source: Field Survey, 1996. 

TOTAL 

10 
11 
10 
22 
7 

15 

75 

Another important thing that must be consiqered in the 

section is the relationship between all these security devices 

and the age/design standard of the buildings where they are 

located. Ordinarily, the relationship is ~ositive, and this 

is why, the crudest or old.est form of secu,rity devices, e. g. . . . 

ATPPs)thè use.of small windows, bamboo fences, wooden burglary 

proof.s, etc are prevalent in the·· cor<=:/traditional are as of old 

' -· 
buildings while the more sophisticated security devices like 

the alarm system·and the CCTV are found more in the younger, 

duplexes and bungalows of the low density residential areas. 

An hypothesis was· tested to confirm this relationship (see 

section 1.6.3 for the variables). The age of buildings and 

their observed design standard was ranked in a descending· 

é' 
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order, i.e from 1950 to date while values were assigned to the 

security devic~s from the oldest device to the most 

sophisticat.ed one. F0r example, l was assigned to ATPZ)s and 15 

to CCTV. Then to reduce the variation between the two sets of 

scores, the log of these values were determined and correlated 

with each other. The result showed a correlation index, rs = 

0.94 and a coefficient of determination, rs 2 of 0.88 (88%). 

The· result shows a strong positive correlation to the effect 

that as buildings increase in sophistü::ation, the level of the 

sophistication of security devicè increases. 

The result when tested was found to be significant at 1% 

level of significance a~d therefore the null hypothesis of no 

correlation is rejected (see Appendix V(b) for the detailed 

te:,t) 

4.5 EFFECTIVENESS OF OBSERVED SECURITY DEVICES 

The security devices discussed in the previous section 
1 

are not ends in themsel ves, but: means to ar, end. In other 

words, they are not installed in building just for their own 

sake but for the purpose of crime reduction. Thus, the 

effectiveness or otherwise of a security device is to be 

measured by the rate at which it reduces the rate of crime. 

If a security device after its installation does not deter 
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crime, then it is ineffective and has not· fulfilled its 

purpose. We can ·adopt this strategy ·tci determine the 

effectiveness or otherwise of the ·security devices used in 

Ibadan. 

· The study shows that out · of the 122 cases o"f burglary 

confirmed by the respondents, 69.6% of them took place before 

the security devices were installed while 30.4% (34) of them 

happened after the security devices were installed (s.ee Table 

4 :24). 

Table 4.24: EFFECTIVENESS OF SECURITY DEVICES 

TIME OF CRIME RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Crime bcfore dcvice 13 56 9 78 

Crime afler dcvicc 15 17 2 34 

TOTAL 28 53 11 112 

Source: Field Survey,. 1996 

It should be noted that, generally speaking, the ·security 

devices have been helpful in the reduction of crime. As the 

Table above shows, there has been a 43.6% reduction in crime 

as a result of the security devices installed. The percentage 

• 1 
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reduction in the low density areas is 22.2% while that of the 

medium density is 30.4%. However, despite the security 

devices, Table 4.24 revealed a 13.3% increase in the rate·of 

crime in the high density district. This is an indication of 

the ineffectiveness of the security devices observed in the 

high density areas. These include the ATPDs, the small window 

system, the use of bamboo fences, the wooden burglary proofs, 

and the use of wire" meshes. 

4.6 ASSOCIATED COSTS OF SECURITY DEVICES 

The security devices used in preventing crime -impose 

indirect costs on the people. 

monetary and could be social 

These indirect costs could be 

(see section 2. 3. 4) . The 

indirect costs of crime in Ibadan was examined and these are 

presented under two headings viz: monetary and social. 

The security devices, as examined in earlier sections of 

this chapter impose costs on the people. Sometimes, such 

costs run to several thousands. in Table 4.25 below, it is 

observed that 37.7%' spend below NS,000 . 

• • ; • • r ... 
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Table 4.25: COSTS OF SECURITY DEVICES (INN) 

. RANGE OF COSTS RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 

. HIGH MEDIUM LOW 
DENSITY DENSITY DENSITY 

Below 5,000 76 56 - 132 
.5,000-10,000 48 29 - 77 
10,000-15,000 8 81 6 .95 
15 ,000-20 ,000 - 7 27 34 
Over 20,000 - 5 7 12 

TOTAL 132 178 40 350 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

While the majority expend between s,oooand 20,000, and this 

constitute over 60% of the people. 12 out of the 35Q people 

interviewed spend over 20,000 in installing the security 

q.evices and majority of these people are .in the high income 

districts where the most sophisticated equipments are used. 

The cost of the CCTV for instance is put at several thousands 

of Naira', while the human guards are paid regular salaries. 

In fact, the cost of security personnel, watchdogs and in some 

cases.electronic surveillance apparatus required to keep the 

house safe is beginning to.. rival the building maintenance 

costs. In some of the lo>;> ·density houses. where concrete 

fences are used, construction works normally begin with the 

construction of the fences, so tha:.t even before the main 

! 
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building is constructed, several thousands of Naira would have 

been spent on the fences, a lot of respondents complain 

bitt.erly about. _this. The case of those who keep security dogs 

is not better; some of them spend N5,000 per month just for 

feeding the dogs not .to talk of the cost of regularly taking 

them to veterinary clinics. For those who embarked on 

building remodelling as a_result of burglary, the ·cost is 

alarming as depicted by Table 4.26. 

Table 4.26: COST OF BUILDING REMODELLING (INN) 

.. -·--- -- . ---·- ·-- . 

CO.ST.S RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TOTAL 
(IN N) 

H!GH MEDIUM LOW 
DENS!TY DENS!TY DENS!TY 

Bclow 5,000 6 18. - 24 
5,000-10,000 . - 8 1 9 
10,000-15,000 - .20 - 20 
15,000-20,000 - 31 5 36 
Ovcr 20,000 - ·3 2 5 

TOTAL 6' 80 3· 94 

Source: Field Survey, 1996 

Majority of these people are in the medium density, middle 

incarne group who expend their meagre salaries on building 

remodelling as a check against crime . 

.. .. .... , ... 
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Apart frorn the rnonetary costs of the devices, there are 

also social costs i~posed by these devices on the inhabitants 

of Ibadan. Most of these security devi.ces are inconveniencing 

to the us ers and their neighbours ( see Table 4. 27) . The 

burglary proofs and high wall fencing systems are a case in 

this regard. Sorne authors (Abodunrin,1981; Mukoro,1986,1996) 

referred to the systems as target hardening which "rather than 

e.voke the. impression of a living environrnent, create the 

mental image of cages made to prevent sorne dangerous anirnals 

frorn escaping into the city of man'.' (Mukoro, 1996). Infact, 

this current trend of erecting high wall fences if continued 

unchecked rnay likely lead to the creation of streets·having 

high wall fences running through their lengths. This would 

rnean that one could rnove through such streets without 

necessarily setting eyes on a building (except rnulti-storey 

ones) . People in the cornpounds rnay not see those on the 

street and vice versa. This rneans that such streets will be 

streets "without eyes" and surveillance will be harnpered. 

This rnay be counter productive in terrns of so rnuch desired 

urban security. 

·1· 
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Table 4.27 INCONVENIENCING OF S°ECURITY DEVICES 
.. 

RESIDENTIAL YES NO TOTAL 
DISTRICT 

High Density 23 110 '1,33 .. 

Medium Density 75 103 178 
. 

Low Density 15 24 39 

TOTAL 113 237 350 

Source: Field Survey, l996 

Sorne of the respondents also complain that the use of burglaiy 

proof and fencing sometimes prove to be dangerous in cases of 

emergency. · Most of these devices are elaborate and .therefore 

riot easy to dislodge in order to e.scape. There are reports of 

people being trapped in buildings during fire outbreaks as a 

result of secùrity devices installed. 

The extent to which movement could be restricted by these 

practices cannot be overemphasised. In the l:irst place, 

people who have good reasons to move ~ate at night face a lot 

of constraints. They are not only faced with the obstacle 

posed py street gates, but also that of their destination, 

.this has helped in crippling night life in Ibadan. Apart· .. f.rc,m 

· 'thi s , the hi gh( wa11) fences hi nder the free movement 
' 
1 f . 
1o a,r, sa 
1 

core areas, 

'restriction 

) 

also is the use.of the small windows in the, 

the long run effect of air circulation 

,.. ........... 
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rnay be terrible. The high wall fencing also eut away 

inhabitants frorn their social environments, the situation is 

like people liv_ing in cells with no interactions with their 

neighbours. 

Sorne people also cornplain that the howling of 

security/guard dogs especially in the middle of the night has 

always made thern to have sleepless nights and that their 

neighbours have also cornplained bitterly about this. 

Lastly, another social effect of the security devices 

observed in Ibadan relates to natural surveillance. Sorne 

respondents complain that since surveillance by principle 

requires'the cutting down of trees and others objects that rnay 

serve as hiding places for intruders, it has harnpered their 

desires of growing fruit bearing trees in their compounds. 

i,_ 

1 
r 
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PMTE 12: A di,lapidated building in Nalende Area in the high 
Density District of Ibadan . 

PLATE 13: 

•• _i.e,... 

A luxury house located in Oluyole Estate in a low 
Density District of Ibadan. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 SUMMARY 

This study addresses the issue of crime in our society.· 

It is observed that -crime is a worldwide tragedy to which 

èvery government has .been struggiing to find a solution ail 

without much success. Domestically, crime in Nigeria in 

recent years has accelerated fa·r beyond the reach of the 

citizens .. and perhaps, the government. Crime by organised 

criminal groups has expanded to alarming.proportions that the 

Nigerian News · media reports daily, cases of car thefts, 

organised robbery, assassinations, attempted murder, inter

tribal conf licts, religious riots, rapes, mysterious bomb 

blasts and other acts of terrorism and predatory, all which 

have serious consequences on the lives and properties of 

Nigerians.,. 

Ninety-nine per cent of these acts of violence are 

concentrated in the urban environment of Nigeria. without 

exempting the city of Ibadan, Oyo State capital as well as an 

adj oining city of Lagos, the commerc.ial/industrial capital of 

Nigeria. It is a general belief that the Lagos Ibadan 

• 
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expressway has turned Ibadan to a satellite city of Lagos with 

the consequence of an influx of criminal activities into the 

former. With this situation in Ibadan, several issues bother 
/ 

one's mind, among which are: what has been the intensity of 

crime in Ibadan, how is crime distributed within the city, 

what relationship has crime with the well-being of the 

inhabitants, what efforts have-been made over time to inhibit 

crime, hç:,w effective are these efforts and what costs 

' accompany each of these efforts. 
,, 

'· ,' 
In an attempt at finding answers to' these questions, 

several theories were discussed to serve as foundations for 

the issues that were raised and addressed. These .theories 

include the theory of fear and the defensible space theory, 

which is an alternative to fear. - Apart from the theories, 

several literature were reviewed to give substance to the 

subject, mat.ter. Of particular importance is the literature 

on crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED), a 

principle that captures the essence of this study. 

With regards to crime intensity in Ibadan, study reveals 

that with the total crime rate of 56973 from 1990 to 1996 July 

in Ibadan, crime is still moderate compared to what obtains at 

the national setting (Table 1.1). This rate, however, varies 

.from yea~ to year. 1992 has the highest rate of crime while 

1990 has; the ieast. All through the ·7 years of analysis, 
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crime has generally been stable, with little rise and fall. 

Spatially, crime shows more intensity in some divisions than 

others. However_. every of the divïsions have a share in the 

risks of offences. · Bodij a is noted for robbery, Iyag.anku for 

breach of public peace, etc, Agodi for burglary, Moniya for 

murder, Challenge f~r house breaking, etc, Apata for child 

kidnapping and Eleyele for thefts and stealing. On a final 

analysis, it was observed that spatial severity of crime in 

Ibadan follow a descending order of Iyaganku, Eleyele, Bodija, 

Challenge, Apata, Agodi and Moniya. With regards to 

localities, i t is observed that Sanga, Mokola, Iwo road, 

Ekotedo, Oke Ado, Agbowo, etc have more incidence of crime 

while places like Jericho, Eleyele Waterworks, Dugbe, Ikolaba, 

Old Bodija have the least incidence of crime. It was observed 

tha\: the affluence of the people measured by the socio

economic status of the localities have insignificant impact on 

the rates of crime ïn the localities. This is buttressed by 

the fact that, the highest incidence are recorded in the 

r:iiddle incarne . areas while the low incarne and high incarne 

regions have less incidence. 

From times past, several efforts have been made to combat 

crime in Ibadan. These efforts began with the traditional 

methods involving the use of charms·as characteristic of the 

old buildings at the core areas. Inadequacies observed in 
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that effort and the need for a better and more reliable device 

against crime culminated in the design of small and high 

windows in the face-me-I-face-you housing types as evidenced 

from several bouses that still dot the landscape of the core 

are as of . Ibadan. Several strategies follow until the most 

recent and the most sophisticated ones like the alarm system, 
l 

the walling system and the closed circuit television system, 

mostly common at the low density, high income regions are 

·adopted. 

Analysis revealed that the age of the buildings and the 

design standard of the buildings in Ibadan have tremendous 

rolesto play in the us~ of security ·devices in Ibadan. In 

other words, the old security devices like the ATPDS, small 

windows, use of wire meshes,. etc were peculiar to the old 

buildings at the corè areas while more of the modern security 

devices were found at the luxury bouses of the GRAs and 

government quarters. · 

All these security devices however impose both heavy 

monetary and social costs .on the ·inhabitants. It is observed 

that, the costs of installing the security devices now almost 

rival the costs of putting up the structures. Socially, 

yertain devices like fencing, walling, burglar proofing, etc 

now reduce citizens to cag_ed animals and inhibit human 

relationships that characterise African society. This is, 

r 
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however, not to suggest that all the devices adopted in Ibadan 

against crime have proved ineffective, most of them only 

require modifications. 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The fact that Ibadan has had a steady rate of crime 

overtime means efforts should be made to curtail crime rate 

not only in the places with high incidence but in the entire 

city . 

.l l .i ,, ,,b,Sc'l'\'c'd th,1t tlle police al one cannot handle the 

issue of crime control in Ibadan. They need the citizens. 

The citizens too cannot doit without the police while the two 

together cannot do much without a conscious effort at urban 

design to curb crime. To individualize efforts or to 

concentrate the· _role of crime· cbntrol -on· any of these three -

citizens, ·police or environmental design - is to completely 

loose the battle. against crime. .Their relations)üp has to be 

interwoven. That is, the environment needs to be arranged to 

aid the citizèns to exercise full control over their 

properties and discourage criminal tendencies, the citizens 

should be a-ble to have prompt help from the police when the 

need arises:and the police needs to be helped and int'ormed by 

people through vigilante groups and individual efforts. A 

se.curity device that ,will encompass these will be the rnost 
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result oriented. 

Towards achieving this, the following recommendations are 

made: 

1. The citizens of Ibadan need to be more security conscious 

by setting up effective and selfless vi.girante groups. 

2. The police needs to be equipped in order to ensure 
. . 

promptness in their response to calls for help. 

3. The.streets to be well lit and well layed-out such that 

dark corne.rs will be non~existing along the streets. 

4. Th~_present situation where "too.many people get nothing 

and too feW people get everything" is not the best. 

There has to be a deliberate ·.effort ·at reducing 

inequality in the society. Most importantly, flagrant 

di~play of wealth (especially ill-gotten ones) should be 

disc0uragecl. It i.s bel.i.eved that a redùction in the 

precipitating condition for crime could·minimise it. By 

this, the threat to life/security in Ibadan will be 

minimised. 

5. With regards td the socially debilitating devices that 

make human beings to become prisoners behind their own 

doors,. it is recommended that, the principles and 

techniques of CP:ED as discussed in the text should be 

followed strictly and such should be integrated into the 

arc::hitectural designs and construction of building rather 
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than added to the building la ter. This, will offer a 

better protection without resorting to the prison camp 

approach t~ security. 

5.3 CONCLUSION 

This study has shown that the incidence of crime in 

Ibadan today calls for the attention of the government and the 

citizens alike. Though people have been involved over time in 

envi.ronmental planning and building designs and government 

through the criminal justice system, there is a need for are

visitation of the approach to inhibiting crime. 

The crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) 

technique "as discussed and its principles highlighted. The 

bearings which the observed security devices in Ibadan have to 

this technique the effectiveness as well as the costs of these 

devices were also discussed. 

In the final analys_is, it is observed that a technique 

that will adequately prevent crime in Ibadan and the nation as 

a whole should see crime as a socio-cultural-econo-

environmental problem that needs an integrated approach for 

its amelioration. .lt is hoped, that if rightly implemented, 

the recommendations would substantially reduce, if not totally 

eradicate crime· and the fear of it. 
•• ~· ,· !~. '· .- ' ,, 
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APPENDIX II 

RESIDENTIAL LOCALITIE·s IN IBADAN 

LOCALITIES 

Dugbe, Abebi, Idikan, Oje, Agbeni, 
Oniyanrin, Oke Are·, Yemetu, I.gosun, Oke 
Irefin, Motala, Oke-Offa, Ode-Aje, Agugu, 
Oja-Igbo, Oke Aremo, Elekuro, Mapo, Odinjo, 
Bode, Ilupeju, Ile-tuntun, Odo-Oba, Isale-
Osi, Oke-Foko, Itamaya, Kudeti, Eleta, 
Opoyiosa, Apete, Oke 01uokun, Adeoyo, 
Beere, Nalende, Ogunpa, Olorunsogo, Aliwo. 

Samonda, Coca-cola, Mokola, Oke-Ado, Odo-
Ona, Oke-Bola, NTC, State Hospital, 
Elewura, Molete, Challenge, Yejide, Liberty 
Stadium, Sango, Felele, Imalefalafia, 
Orogun, Ekotedo, Iwo Road, Yidi, Sabo, 
Elewe, Apata, Ago-Taylor, Apata Ganga,. 
Moore-Plantation, Alalubosa, Eleyele Water 
Works,. Eleyele Market, Army Barracks, Ashi, 
Sango Motor Pari(, Oluwo, Radio OYO, Orita-
Basorun, N.T.A., Orita Mefa, Ijokodo, 
Agbowo, Olopometa, Eleyele Barracks, Oke 
Itunu, Okoro Village, Bodija Ojurin, Orita-
Aperin, Aperin. 

Secretariat, Polytechnic, Old Bodija, New 
Bodija, Baptist Grammar Schoo.l, Iyaganku, 
Agodi, Idi-Ape, University of Ibadan, 
Ikolab'a, Kongi, Onireke, Link Reservation, 
Idi-Isin, Jericho, Oluyole Layout, Oluyole 
Extension. 

SOURCE: National Population Commission, 1991. 
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APPENDIX III 

CENTRE FOR URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING (CURP) 
FACULTY OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF FEAR: AN EXPLORATORY INVESTIGATION 
INTO PLANNING, URBAN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION REACTION 

TO URBAN VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA. 

SECTION A (FILL IN BY OBSERVATION) 

1. Location of House: 
(i) House No ................... Street ................. . 
(ii) Locality ....... : .................................. . 
( iii) Local Government Area .............. · ............... . 

2 . Residential District: High ( Medium ( ) Low 

3. Type of House: 
(i) Rooming Apartments No. of Rooms 
(ii) Flats .( ) No. of Flats ( ) 
(iii) Bungalow ( ) 
(iv) Duplex ( ) 
(v) Others (Specify) ........................ . 

( ) 
4. Type of "Street; Major Road Access Road~Close () 

5. Characteristics of Street; which of the following are 
present in Street? 
(i) Gates ( ) (ii) Bumps 
(iii) Security check. point(s) ( ) 
(iv) Warning signe on restrictions ( ) 
(v) Others ( specify) .......................... · .. . 

6. Are there functional street lights? Yes 

7. (a) Burglary proof: (i) Absent ( 
(ii) Present on windows only ( ) 

No ( ) 

(iii) Present on windows and doors ( ) 
(iv) Doors made of metals or S't.1ud \:,Qf'5 ( ) 
(v) on all openings including ba~ony, etc ( ) ~l 

-ba-rs ~ · 
(b) Materials for burglary proof (if present); 
(i) Planks ( J 
(ii) Wire mesh ( ) .. (iii) Iron/Steel work 
( i v) Concrete m.iJllion ( ) 
(v) Others, (specify) ................. . 
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8. Fencing/wall 
(a) Type 6f fence: (i) Hedges () (ii) Bamboo/wood ( ) 
(iii) Barbed wire/Electrified barbed wire 
( i v) Concrete walls ( ) (v) None ( ) 
(vi) Other~ .(specify) ................................... . 

(b) If concrete walls: 
(i) Height in metres (Approx.) ........ . 
(ii) Materials on wall: Broken bottles 

Spikes and net of barbed wire 
Spiral layer(s) of barbed wire 
Others ( specify) ....................... · ....... . 

(iii) Distance of fence to house in approx. Metres 
Right Hand side ....................... Metres 
Left Hand s.ide . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . Metres 
R e a r . M e t r e s 
Front ................. Metres 

9. (a) Is any activity area close to the house? 
Yes ( ) No' ( ) 

(b) What activity? .................................... . 
(c) What is the approximate distance? ............ , .... . 

10. Security Lighting: 

11. 

(i) Colour ......................... . 
(ii) Type: Bulbs ( ) Fluorescent tubes 

Flood Lights ( ) Search Lights ( ) 

(a) 
Yes 
( l:i i. 

.Others ( specify) ........... · ....... . 

Does any feature impare surveillance in any way? 
( ) No ( ) 

What feature? ...................................... . 

12. Which of these _security facilities are available in 
house? 

13. 

(i) Guard dogs ( ) (ii) Security dogs ( ) 
(iii) Human guards ) (iv) Alarm system ( 
(v) Closed circüit television. system ( ) 
(vi) Others (specify) ............................... . 

What 
( a) 
(b) 
( C) 
(d) 

is the house ·Used for? 
Commercial/Residential 
Educational/Residential 
Recreational/Residential 
Residential Ohly ( ) 

) 
) 

( 
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APPENDIX IV 

CENTRE FOR URBAN AND REGIONAL· PLANNING (CURP) 
FACULTY OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF FEAR: AN EXPLORATORY INVESTIGATION INTO 
PLANNING, URBAN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION REACTION TO URBAN 

VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA. 

SECTION B (HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE) 

Dear respondent, 

This questionnaire is connected with a post-graduate study on 
urban violence (with particularly reference to residential 
burglary) In Nigeria, Ibadan being the case study·. You are 
kindly requested to answer the questions· set out below. The 
study is purely an academic exercise and the information 
supplied will be treated as confide_ntial. 

Thanks for your co-.operàtion, 
. . 

1. Residential Address: ................................... . 

2. 

3 • 

Sex (il Male (.) (ii) Female ( 

Age (i) Below 2i Yrs. ( 
(iii) 41 - 60 yrs ( 

', 

(ii) · 21 - '40 yrs 
(i v) Above 6 Oyrs 

) 
) 

4. Educational level: (i) None ( ) (ii) Primary school () 
(iii) Secondary school ( ) (iv) Post Secondary ( ) 
(v) Others ( specify) ................... .- ....... . 

5. Occupation ... ; ................................... . 

6. For how long have you been residing here?. · ............. . 

7. When was this building completed? ........................ . 

8. Have you remodelled this building in anyway because of 
burglary? Yes. ( ) No ( ) 

" t- . 
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9. If Yes, 
( i) When ............................................. · 
( ii) How .. · .............................. · ............. . 
(iii) At what monetary cost? N ....................... . 

10. What type _of security · strategies do you have in this 
house? 
(a) Burglary proof ·( (b) Fencing ( · 
(c) Survei.llance ( (d) Alarm syst;.em ( ) 
(e) Guard dogs ·. '(. (f) Security dog (s) 
(g) Human guard · ( (h) Lighting ( ) 
(i) Closed circuit telèvision ( ) 
(j) African traditionai preventive 

strateg_ies (charms,etc) ( ) 
(k) Other_s ( specify) ...... · ........ , ... _- .. : ........ . 

11. How much did it cost you to put up the security 
strategies? N .•.•....• 

12. If you use guard or security dogs, how much does it cost 
you to feed th~m per month? N ....•.... 

13. If you use alarm system, what do you· do in 
electricity failu 
............................................ • .. 

14. Do you have a functional electric generator? 
No ( ) 

case of 
r e ? 

Yes ( ) 

15. Is the security strategy put in place inconveniencing to 
you in any way? Yes ( No ( ) 

16. If Yes, in what way(s)? . .............................. . 

17. (a) Do you think the security strategy is 
inconveniencing to your neighbours? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

(b) IfYes, inwhatways? .... · ........... ·············:·· 

18. Why did you choose to locate your building here? ....... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19. How often does burglary occur in this areas? 
(a) Sparingly ( ) (b) Frequently ( ) 
(c) Very Frequently () 

•f' •• -
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20. · Have thieves, at· any 'time, l:irokén into your house? 
Yes ( ) No ( ) 

21. If Yes, (a) Before you put up the security strategy 
(b) ~fter you put up the security strategy 

22. In the incidence, 
(i) Has there been loss of lives? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
(ii) How many Lives: ...... . 
(iii) Has there been loss of properties? Yes () No () 
(iv) What is the value of properties stol'en? N ....... . 

23. Do yod feel secu·red in this ar.ea? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

24. State the reason for your answèr above ................... . 

25. Which area in Ibadan do you think is the safest to live 
in? ............................. . 

26. Which area in Ibadan do you think is the most danger.ôus 
to live in? ...................... . 

27. By your assessment of violence in. Ibadan, if you have the 
choice, do you which to live outside Ibadan? Yes ( ) No 
( ) 

28. Have you ever called on the police iri times of armed 
attack? Yes () No ( ) 

29. If Yes, within how many hours did they respond?· ......... . 

30. What would you generally recommend to reduce burglary in 

Ibadan? ... ; ................... · ....................... . 

Thank you. 

l' 

. -...- ' . 
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APPENDIX V(a) 

Test of the na_ture of relationship between · crime rates and 

affluence .(i.e socio-economic status) of the different 

residential neighbourhoods (localities). 

VARIABLE Y = The socioeconomic status of the 

VARIABLE X = 

_neighbourhood 

residential 

locality is 

l.ocalities; 

as measured by the 

district 

found. Yl 

Y2 = 

in 

= 

which the 

High . Density 

Medium Density 

localities; Y3 = Low Density localities. 

The incidence of crime in localities as 

shown in Table 3.10 

RANKING is done in an ascending order, i.e .1, 2, 3 .. etc, 

10,20, 30 from the highest in value to the least. 
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LOCALITY y X Rank Rank 
y X 

_Oje 1 15 30 19 
Mapo 1. 12 30 27 
Agugu 1 17 30 15 
Dugbe 1 9 30 29 
Nalende 1 21 30 10 
Beere 1 16 30 16 
Yemetu 1 21 30 10 
Agbeni 1 .19 30 12 
Elekuro 1 25 30 18 
Kudeti 1 16 30 16 
Adeoyo 1 19 30 12 
Iwo road 2 31 20 4 
Sabo 2 19 20 12 
Oke-Ado 2 28 20 6 
Apata Ganga 2 15 20 19 
Mokola 2 26 20 7 
Sango 2 48 20 1 
Odo Ona 2 15 20 19 
Eleyele 2 10 20 28 . 
Ekotedo 2 32 20 3 
Challenge 2 16 20 16 
Felele 2 30 20 5 
Agbowo 2 35 20 2 

·Orite-mefa 2 13 20 24 
Orogun 2 25 20 8 
Ikolaba 3 13 10 24 
Old Bodija 3 13 10 24 
Oluyole .Estate 3 1:4 10 22 
Idi Ape 3 14 10 22 
Jericho 3 3 10 30 

Formula for Spearman's rank correlatibn = 

'·1 l 

' ' ' 

rs = 
n 

1 - 6 E di 2 

i=l 
n 3 -n 

Y-X di 2 (Y-X) 2 

11 121 
3 9 

15 2_25 
1 1 

20 400 
14 196 
20 400 
18 324 
12 484 
14 196 
18 324 
16 256 

8 8 
14 196 

1 1 
13 169 
19 361 

l 1 
-8 64 
17 289 

4 16 
15 225 
18 324 
-4 16 
12 144 
-4 196 
-4 196 
-2 144 
-2 144 
-10 400 

I = 5830 CODESRIA
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where di 2 = (Y-X) 2 = 5830 

rs = 1 - · (6) 5830 = 1.30 
27000-28 

rs = 1 :. 1. 30 = -0.3 

Coefficient of determination (rs 2
) = 1% (0.09) 

Test for the significance of rs, using students 't' test 

t = rs F t = -o.3F 

~1 - rs 2 ~ 1-0.9 

t = -1. 59 t -1.67 
0.95 

Calculated Value = -cl.67 
===== 

Table· value at 28 degrees of· freedom is 2.05 and is 

insignificant even at 5% significant level. 

Ho: There is no relationship between the rates of crime and 

the socio econoni_ic status of neighbourhoods. 

Hl: Relationship exists between the rates of crime and the 

socio economic status of neighbourhoods. 

The calculated value is less than the tabulated value, then it 

is,-agreed,that rs is insignificant, thus, Ho is accepted. 

C 
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(b) 

Test for the nature of relationship· between age/design 

standard of buildi~gs and security devices adopted. 

VARIABLE Y: 

VARIABLE X :· 

The year of building èompletion in Table 4.1 

was rankèd in a descending order. 

The observed se~urity devices in buildings as 

shown ·in Table 4. 13 values were assigned to 

the devices based on their level of 

sophistication·. For <:xample, 1 for ATP}Js and 15 

for CCTV. 

NOTE: The logs of the values are taken to minimise va~iations 

in the data. 

No. y X LOG y LOG X Y-X 

1 6 4 0.8 0.6 0.2 
2 5 4 0.7 0.6 0.1 
3 4 5.5 0.6 0.7 -0.1 
4 3 10.5 0.5 1. 0 -0.5 
5 2 10.5 0.3 1.0 -0.7 
6 1 11. 75 0 1.1 -1.1 

L --
Formula for Spearman's rank correlation 

rs = 
·n 

1 - 6 .E di 2 

i=l 
n3 -n 

di 2 (Y-X) 2 

0.04 
0.01 
0.01 
0.25 
0.49 
1.21 

2.01 

i 
"! 
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·where di2 = (Y - x·l 2 ·= 2.01 

rs = 1 - (6)2.01 = 0.06 
63 -6 

rs = 1 - 0.06 = 0.94 

Coefficient of deterrnination ( rs 2 ) = 88% 

Test for the significance of rs, using students '. 't' test· 

t = rsp· 
0.94~ t = 

~ 1 - rs 2 \} 1-0.94 2 

= 0.94(2) = 1. 88 = 5.4 
0.35 

"'/ 1-0.88 

Calculated value = 5.4 

Table value at 4 degrees of freedorn.is.4.6 and is significant 

at 1% significant level. 

Ho: There is no relationship between the age/desi.gn standard 

of buildings and the security devices observed in 

buildings. 

Hi: Relationship exists between the age/design standard-of 

buildings and the security devices observed in buildings. 

The calculated value is more than the·tabulated value, then it 

is-agreed that rs is significant, thus, Ho is rejected and Hi 

is accepted. 

.· 

: 

J 
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