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Preface

Any attempt to do comparative research with substantial empirical components,
whether these are qualitative or quantitative or both, as it should be is fraught with
obstacles. To do so without significant funding of  the empirical work is to try the
impossible. We wanted to do all of  this across a minimum of  six countries in
Southern Africa. The focus on development and values gives our work intellectual
direction and significance, as this is not something that has been done before. The
support that we got from the South African National Research Foundation and
the University of Stellenbosch, and facilitated by individuals like Robert Kriger
and Johan Groenewald, allowed us to get together as a network and thrash out
the project details from 2001 onwards. It was a significant idea and worth
attempting.

With the bestowing of a CODESRIA Comparative Research Network award
in 2005, we began to believe that we would actually be able to make a dream
come true. The support from CODESRIA and individuals like Ebrima Sall,
Abdon Sofonou and, in the phase, Awa Diop, made a book possible. However,
we are still some away from the real aim of the network in that we had to make do
with empirical data generated by others and in terms of  different research agendas.

The eventual comments of the anonymous but most gracious and insightful
reviewers have helped us reflect very critically on what we were able to achieve,
given the circumstances. They have added significantly to the outcome. They have
also reinforced our opinion that this is a project that has significance. It is unfinished
in some ways, but we believe that a path has been laid out and concepts presented
that could help build a road.

The content of the respective chapters is the responsibility of the authors and
the editors; and although we have taken due care to reference published and
documented contributions to our thought processes, we were not able to do that
for the contribution of the members of the network who did not contribute a
chapter or section. They simply formed our thoughts and words in far-reaching
ways. We are most grateful to these members and accept the blame of  every
misunderstood or wrong interpretation of their comments in workshops in
Pretoria, Dakar and Stellenbosch. Thank you, Marcelino, Amos, Gaspar and Fred.
It was an honour and a pleasure to work with you and our friendship is a cherished
one.

Hans Müller
Stellenbosch
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