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The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) is an
independent organisation whose principal objectives are to facilitate research, promote research-
based publishing and create multiple forums geared towards the exchange of views and
information among African researchers. All these are aimed at reducing the fragmentation of
research in the continent through the creation of thematic research networks that cut across
linguistic and regional boundaries.

CODESRIA publishes Africa Development, the longest standing Africa based social science
journal; Afrika Zamani, a journal of history; the African Sociological Review; the African Journal
of International Affairs; Africa Review of Books and the Journal of Higher Education in Africa.
The Council also co-publishes the Africa Media Review; Identity, Culture and Politics: An Afro-
Asian Dialogue; The African Anthropologist and the Afro-Arab Selections for Social Sciences. The
results of  its research and other activities are also disseminated through its Working Paper
Series, Green Book Series, Monograph Series, Book Series, Policy Briefs and the CODESRIA
Bulletin. Select CODESRIA publications are also accessible online at www.codesria.org.
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Note on Transliteration

As this book refers to materials in many languages (Arabic, Hausa, English and
French), I have opted for a simplified method of transliteration. The emphatic
letters and the lengthy vowels in Arabic words and names are not indicated.
When they are proper nouns, I have kept their usual spelling. In general, I have not
put Arabic words into the plural. The names of languages or ethnic groups remain
invariable (i.e. the Hausa, the Fulani, the acjami writings).
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