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Consortium for Development Partnerships

Established in July 2004 by a group of universities, research centres and non-
governmental organisations, the Consortium for Development Partnerships (CDP)
is an international research network of institutions devoted to conducting research,
policy dialogues and capacity-building activities on issues of governance, poverty
reduction and development.

CDP represents a response to the slow pace of economic development and the
challenges of  democratisation and conflict resolution in many African countries.
By pooling the resources of diverse institutions with common interests, CDP
undertakes research and make available to African countries new insights into the
challenges facing the region, as well as a wide range of research skills and expertise
needed for democratic and developmental governance. The consortium thus
enables individual African researchers, research institutions, civil society institutions
and regional organisations, such as ECOWAS, to benefit from a unique intra-
regional networking that involves a research-policy nexus and provides
opportunities for international interaction.

Each CDP member institution plays an active role in at least one of the eight
projects of the consortium:

1. Local Governance and Decentralisation
2. Access to Justice and the Rule of Law
3. Media and Voice in Democracy
4. Entrepreneurship in Agribusiness for Development
5. Local Dynamics of Conflict and Peacebuilding
6. ECOWAS and the Regional Dynamics of  Conflict & Peacebuilding
7. Financing Democracy
8. Modelling Success in Governance and Institution Building

CDP is coordinated by CODESRIA in collaboration with ASC Leiden. The first
phase was jointly coordinated by CODESRIA and the Program of African Studies
of  Northwestern University, Evanston, USA.

For more information, visit: www.codesria.org or www.ascleiden.nl
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Preface

For over two decades now, West Africa has remained one of  Africa’s most conflict-
ridden regions and the theatre of some of the most atrocious brutalities in the
modern world. Surprisingly, however, the region is about the only place in Africa
where perhaps the most ambitious and determined internal efforts to find
collective regional solutions to conflict have been deployed and sustained, through
the Economic Community of  West Africa States (ECOWAS). As a regional body
formed in 1975 for the sole purpose of  regional economic integration, the
convergence between economic and political matters precipitated the signing of
the Protocol on Non-Aggression and the Protocol on Mutual Assistance on
Defence adopted in Dakar (Senegal) and Freetown (Sierra Leone) in 1978 and
1981 respectively, which then provided the basis for ECOWAS intervention in
conflicts in the sub-region. The lead role of  the ECOWAS peacekeeping force,
ECOMOG, in search of  peaceful solutions to the civil wars in Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Guinea Bissau and Cote d’Ivoire has yielded a mix of successes and failures in
a number of  cases, while aggravating or creating new tensions in some others.

While the reasons for these contrasting outcomes are numerous, and the context
of  their challenges (in terms of  the capital outlays for peacekeeping, humanitarian
assistance and reconstruction) enormous, the comparative advantage that
ECOWAS has derived from the experiences is reflected in the various conventions,
mechanisms and protocols that are now in place to ensure a more comprehensive
conflict prevention framework. The ECOWAS Early Warning Mechanism
(ECOWARN) is particularly of  note in this regard.

This book provides a nuanced analysis of the above issues and others on the
dynamics of  conflicts in the region and the roles played by ECOWAS and various
actors in the context of the complex interplay between natural resource governance,
corruption, demography and the youth bulge, gender and the conflicting interests
of  national, regional and international players. As a research effort, it explores the
value of retrospective analysis at a time when even the regional umbrella body
(ECOWAS) is re-thinking its conflict intervention framework, in a bid to
mainstream human security within its security sector intervention paradigm and
transform itself  from an ECOWAS of  states to an ECOWAS of  citizens.
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